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                                                     FREEDOM WITHIN THE GOOD LAW 

                     Self-knowledge and self-discipline puts us in harmony with the immutable Law 

                                                                                          and the evolution of the cosmos. 

 

" "Wise are they who worship Nemesis" * (fn. Who dread Karma-Nemesis would be better)—as the chorus 
tells Prometheus. And as unwise they, who believe that the goddess may be propitiated by whatever 
sacrifices and prayers, or have her wheel diverted from the path it has once taken. "The triform Fates and 
ever mindful Furies" are her attributes only on earth, and begotten by ourselves. There is no return from the 
paths she cycles over; yet those paths are of our own making, for it is we, collectively or individually, who 
prepare them. Karma-Nemesis is the synonym of PROVIDENCE, minus design, goodness, and every other 
finite attribute and qualification, so unphilosophically attributed to the latter. An Occultist or a philosopher 
will not speak of the goodness or cruelty of Providence; but, identifying it with Karma-Nemesis, he will 
teach that nevertheless it guards the good and watches over them in this, as in future lives; and that it 
punishes the evil-doer—aye, even to his seventh rebirth. So long, in short, as the effect of his having thrown 
into perturbation even the smallest atom in the Infinite World of harmony, has not been finally readjusted. 
For the only decree of Karma—an eternal and immutable decree—is absolute Harmony in the world of 
matter as it is in the world of Spirit. It is not, therefore, Karma that rewards or punishes, but it is we, who 
reward or punish ourselves according to whether we work with, through and along with nature, abiding by 
the laws on which that Harmony depends, or—break them." S.D. vol I, p. 642-643. 
" We stand bewildered before the mystery of our own making, and the riddles of life that we will not solve, 
and then accuse the great Sphinx of devouring us. But verily there is not an accident in our lives, not a 
misshapen day, or a misfortune, that could not be traced back to our own doings in this or in another life. If 
one breaks the laws of Harmony, or, as a theosophical writer expresses it, "the laws of life," one must be 
prepared to fall into the chaos one has oneself produced." S.D. vol I, p. 643-644. 
"For the Host that incarnated in a portion of humanity, though led to it by Karma or Nemesis, preferred 
free-will to passive slavery, intellectual self-conscious pain and even torture "while myriad time shall flow" 
— to inane, imbecile, instinctual beatitude. Knowing such an incarnation was premature and not in the 
programme of nature, the heavenly host, "Prometheus," still sacrificed itself to benefit thereby, at least, one 
portion of mankind.* But while saving man from mental darkness, they inflicted upon him the tortures of 
the self-consciousness of his responsibility — the result of his free will — besides every ill to which mortal 
man and flesh are heir to. This torture Prometheus accepted for himself, since the Host became 
henceforward blended with the tabernacle prepared for them, which was still unachieved at that period of 
formation. Spiritual evolution being incapable of keeping pace with the physical, once its homogeneity was 
broken by the admixture, the gift thus became the chief cause, if not the sole origin of Evil."S.D. vol II, p. 
421. 
" Such is the course of Nature under the sway of KARMIC LAW: of the ever present and the ever-becoming 
Nature. For, in the words of a Sage, known only to a few Occultists:— "THE PRESENT IS THE CHILD OF 
THE PAST; THE FUTURE, THE BEGOTTEN OF THE PRESENT. AND YET, O PRESENT MOMENT! 
KNOWEST THOU NOT THAT THOU HAST NO PARENT, NOR CANST THOU HAVE A CHILD; THAT 
THOU ART EVER BEGETTING BUT THYSELF? BEFORE THOU HAST EVEN BEGUN TO SAY 'I AM THE 
PROGENY OF THE DEPARTED MOMENT, THE CHILD OF THE PAST,' THOU HAST BECOME THAT 
PAST ITSELF. BEFORE THOU UTTEREST THE LAST SYLLABLE, BEHOLD! THOU ART NO MORE THE 
PRESENT BUT VERILY THAT FUTURE. THUS, ARE THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE, 
THE EVER-LIVING TRINITY IN ONE — THE MAHAMAYA OF THE ABSOLUTE IS." S.D. vol II, p. 446. 
 
"This Law-whether Conscious or Unconscious-predestines nothing and no one. It exists from and in 
Eternity, truly, for it is ETENITY itself; and as such, since no act can be co-equal with eternity, it cannot be 
said to act, for it is ACTION itself." " It is man who plans and creates causes, and Karmic law adjusts the 
effects; which adjustment is not un act, but universal harmony, tending ever to resume its original position 
like a bough, which, bent down too forcibly, rebounds with corresponding vigour". S.D. vol II, p. 304-
305. 

"...the Oriental philosophy has room for no other faith than an absolute and immovable faith in the 
omnipotence of man's own immortal self. We were taught that this omnipotence comes from the kinship of 
man's spirit with the Universal Soul — God! The latter, they said, can never be demonstrated but by the 
former. Man-spirit proves God-spirit, as the one drop of water said, can never be demonstrated but by the 
former. Man-spirit proves God-spirit, as the one drop of water proves a source from which it must have 
come."Isis Unveiled, vol I, preface, p. VI. 
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""Behold," it saith, "in every manifestation of genius--when combined with virtue--in the warrior or the 
Bard, the great painter, artist, statesman or man of Science, who soars high above the heads of the vulgar 
herd, the undeniable presence of the celestial exile, the divine Ego whose jailor thou art, Oh man of matter!" 
Thus, that which we call deification applied to the immortal God within, not to the dead walls of the human 
tabernacle that contained him. And this was done in tacit and silent recognition of the efforts made by the 
divine captive who, under the most adverse circumstances of incarnation, still succeeded in manifesting 
himself. Genius Article by H.P. Blavatsky 

The "Monad," born of the nature and the very Essence of the "Seven" (its highest principle becoming 
immediately enshrined in the Seventh Cosmic Element), has to perform its septenary gyration throughout 
the Cycle of Being and forms, from the highest to the lowest; and then again from man to God. At the 
threshold of Paranirvana it reassumes its primeval Essence and becomes the Absolute once more." S.D. vol 
I, p. 135. 

"The philosophy of that law in Nature, which implants in man as well as in every beast a passionate, 
inherent, and instinctive desire for freedom and self-guidance, pertains to psychology and cannot be 
touched on now." S.D. vol II, p. 484. 
"Mind is a name given to the sum of the states of Consciousness grouped under Thought, Will, and 
Feeling". " This hierarchy of spiritual Beings, through which the Universal Mind comes into action, is like 
an army - a "Host, "truly-by means of which the fighting power of a nation manifests itself, and which is 
composed of army corps, divisions, brigades, regiments, and so forth, each with its separate individuality or 
life, and its limited freedom of action and limited responsibilities; each contained in a larger individuality, 
to which its own interests are subservient, and each containing lesser individualities in itself." S.D. vol I, 
p. 35. 

"One of the objects of the Secret Doctrine is to prove that planetary movements cannot be satisfactorily 
accounted for by the theory of gravitation alone. Besides the force acting in matter there is also a force 
acting on matter. When we speak of the modified conditions of Spirit-Matter (which is in reality Force), and 
call them by various names such as heat, cold, light and darkness, attraction and repulsion, electricity 
and magnetism, etc., etc., to the occultist they are simply names, expressions of difference in manifestations 
of one and the same Force (always dual in differentiation), but not any specific difference of forces. For all 
such differences in the objective world result only from the peculiarities of differentiation of matter on 
which the one free force acts, helped in this by that portion of its essence which we call imprisoned force, or 
material molecules. The worker within, the inherent force, ever tends to unite with its parent essence 
without; and thus, the Mother acting within, causes the Web to contract; and the Father acting without, to 
expand. Science calls this gravitation; Occultists, the work of the universal Life-Force, which radiates from 
that Absolute and Unknowable FORCE which is outside of all Space and Time. This is the work of Eternal 
evolution and involution, or expansion and contraction. 
Q. What is the meaning of the phrase "the Web cooling," and when does this take place? 
A. Evidently it is itself which is cooling, and not anything outside of itself. When? We are told that it begins 
when the imprisoned force and intelligence inherent in every atom of differentiated as well as of 
homogeneous matter arrives at a point when both become the slaves of a higher intelligent Force whose 
mission it is to guide and shape it. It is the Force which we call the divine Free-Will, represented by the 
Dhyani-Buddhas. When the centripetal and centrifugal forces of life and being are subjected by the one 
nameless Force which brings order in disorder, and establishes harmony in Chaos—then it begins cooling. 
It is impossible to give the exact time in a process the duration of which is unknown." TRANSACTIONS 
OF THE BLAVATSKY LODGE, p.128. 
 
" The human Ego is neither Atman nor Buddhi, but the higher Manas: the intellectual fruition and the 
efflorescence of the intellectual self-conscious Egotism — in the higher spiritual sense. The ancient works 
refer to it as Karana Sarira on the plane of Sutratma, which is the golden thread on which, like beads, the 
various personalities of this higher Ego are strung." S.D., vol II, p. 79. 
" The latent mentality which, in the lower kingdoms is recognized as semi-consciousness, consciousness, 
and instinct, is largely subdued in man. Reason, the outgrowth of the physical brain, develops at the 
expense of instinct — the flickering reminiscence of a once divine omniscience — spirit. Reason, the badge 
of the sovereignty of physical man over all other physical organisms, is often put to shame by the instinct of 
an animal. As his brain is more perfect than that of any other creature, its emanations must naturally 
produce the highest results of mental action; but reason avails only for the consideration of material things; 
it is incapable of helping its possessor to a knowledge of spirit. In losing  instinct, man loses his intuitional 
powers, which are the crown and ultimatum of instinct. Reason is the clumsy weapon of the scientists — 
intuition the unerring guide of the seer. Instinct teaches plant and animal their seasons for the procreation 
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of their species, and guides the dumb brute to find his appropriate remedy in the hour of sickness. Reason 
— the pride of man — fails to check the propensities of his matter, and brooks no restraint upon the 
unlimited gratification of his senses. Far from leading him to be his own physician, its subtile sophistries 
lead him too often to his own destruction. Nothing is more demonstrable than the proposition that the 
perfection of matter is reached at the expense of instinct." Isis Unveiled, vol. I, p.433. 
" Arrived at certain stages of physical prostration, when mind and the reasoning faculties seem paralyzed 
through weakness and bodily exhaustion, instinct — the spiritual unity of the five senses — sees, hears, 
feels, tastes, and smells, unimpaired by either time or space. " Isis Unveiled, vol I, p. 145-146. 
 
"Our voice is raised for spiritual freedom, and our plea made for enfranchisement from all tyranny, whether 
of SCIENCE or THEOLOGY." ISIS UNVEILED, vol1, p, XIV. 
  
"Children should above all be taught self-reliance, love for all men, altruism, mutual charity, and more than 
anything else, to think and reason for themselves. We would reduce  the purely mechanical work of the 
memory to an absolute minimum, and devote the time to the development and training of the inner senses, 
faculties and latent capacities. We would endeavour to deal with each child as a unit, and to educate it so as 
to produce the most harmonious and equal unfoldment of its powers, in order that its special aptitudes 
should find their full natural development. We should aim at creating free men and women, free 
intellectually, free morally, unprejudiced in all respects, and above all things, unselfish. And we believe that 
much if not all of this could be obtained by proper and truly theosophical education." The key to 
Theosophy, p, 271. 
 " But you in America. Your Karma as a nation has brought Theosophy home to you. The life of the Soul, the 
psychic side of nature, is open to many of you. The life of altruism is not so much a high ideal as a matter of 
practice. Naturally, then, Theosophy finds a home in many hearts and minds, and strikes a resounding 
harmony as soon as it reaches the ears of those who are ready to listen. There, then, is part of your work: to 
lift high the torch of Liberty of the Soul of Truth that all may see it and benefit by its light. Therefore it is 
that the Ethics of Theosophy are even more necessary to mankind than the scientific aspects of the psychic 
facts of nature and man." From the 2nd Letter to the American Theosophists by H.P. Blavatsky. 

" False learning is rejected by the Wise, and scattered to the Winds by the good Law. Its wheel revolves for 
all, the humble and the proud. The "Doctrine of the Eye" (3) is for the crowd, the "Doctrine of the Heart," 
for the elect. The first repeat in pride: "Behold, I know," the last, they who in humbleness have garnered, 
low confess, "thus have I heard". (1) "Great Sifter" is the name of the "Heart Doctrine," O disciple. The 
wheel of the good Law moves swiftly on. It grinds by night and day. The worthless husks it drives from out 
the golden grain, the refuse from the flour. The hand of Karma guides the wheel; the revolutions mark the 
beatings of the Karmic heart." Voice of the Silence, p.29-30. 
 

"One startling paradox meets the student at the very outset, and confronts him in ever new and strange 

shapes at each turn of the road. Such an one, perchance, has sought the path desiring a guide, a rule of right 

for the conduct of his life. He learns that the alpha and the omega, the beginning and the end of life is 

selflessness; and he feels the truth of the saying that only in the profound unconsciousness of self-

forgetfulness can the truth and reality of being reveal itself to his eager heart. 

The student learns that this is the one law of occultism, at once the science and the art of living, the guide to 

the goal he desires to attain. He is fired with enthusiasm and enters bravely on the mountain track. He then 

finds that his teachers do not encourage his ardent flights of sentiment; his all-forgetting yearning for the 

Infinite - on the outer plane of his actual life and consciousness. At least, if they do not actually damp his 

enthusiasm, they set him, as the first and indispensable task, to conquer and control his body. The student 

finds that far from being encouraged to live in the soaring thoughts of his brain, and to fancy he has reached 

that ether where is true freedom - to the forgetting of his body, and his external actions and personality - he 

is set down to tasks much nearer earth. All his attention and watchfulness are required on the outer plane; 

he must never forget himself, never lose hold over his body, his mind, his brain. He must even learn to 

control the expression of every feature, to check the action of each muscle, to be master of every slightest 

involuntary movement. 

The daily life around and within him is pointed out as the object of his study and observation. Instead of 

forgetting what are usually called the petty trifles, the little forgetfulness, the accidental slips of tongue or 

memory, he is forced to become each day more conscious of these lapses, till at last they seem to poison the 

air he breathes and stifle him, till he seems to lose sight and touch of the great world of freedom towards 
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which he is struggling, till every hour of every day seems full of the bitter taste of self, and his heart grows 

sick with pain and the struggle of despair. And the darkness is rendered yet deeper by the voice within him, 

crying ceaselessly:  

 “Forget thyself. Beware, lest thou becomest self-concentrated - and the giant weed of spiritual selfishness 

take firm root in thy heart; beware, beware, beware!” The voice stirs his heart to its depths, for he feels that 

the words are true. His daily and hourly battle is teaching him that self-centredness is the root of misery, 

the cause of pain, and his soul is full of longing to be free." " Thus the disciple is torn by doubt."  

" At first he oscillates between the two, now obeying the one, now the other. But soon he learns that this is 

fruitless. For the sense of freedom and lightness, which comes at first when he leaves his outer self 

unwatched, that he may seek the inner air, soon loses its keenness, and some sudden shock reveals to him 

that he has slipped and fallen on the uphill path. Then, in desperation, he flings himself upon the 

treacherous snake of self, and strives to choke it into death; but its ever-moving coils elude his grasp, the 

insidious temptations of its glittering scales blind his vision, and again he becomes involved in the turmoil 

of the battle, which gains on him from day to day, and which at last seems to fill the whole world, and blot 

out all else beside from his consciousness. He is face to face with a crushing paradox, the solution of which 

must be lived before it can be really understood. 

In his hours of silent meditation the student will find that there is one space of silence within him where he 

can find refuge from thoughts and desires, from the turmoil of the senses and the delusions of the mind. By 

sinking his consciousness deep into his heart he can reach this place - at first only when he is alone in 

silence and darkness. But when the need for the silence has grown great enough, he will turn to seek it even 

in the midst of the struggle with self, and he will find it. Only he must not let go of his outer self, or his body; 

he must learn to retire into this citadel when the battle grows fierce, but to do so without losing sight of the 

battle; without allowing himself to fancy that by so doing he has won the victory. That victory is won only 

when all is silence without as within the inner citadel. Fighting thus, from within that silence, the student 

will find that he has solved the first great paradox." 

" But if he changes his attitude in himself, if he acts on the faith that his body, his desires, his passions, his 

brain, are not himself, though he has charge of them, and is responsible for them; if he tries to deal with 

them as parts of nature, then he may hope to become one with the great tides of being, and reach the 

peaceful place of safe self-forgetfulness at last."  Article "The great Paradox" by H.P. Blavatsky.  

 
" The human Ego is neither Atman nor Buddhi, but the higher Manas: the intellectual fruition and the 
efflorescence of the intellectual self-conscious Egotism — in the higher spiritual sense. The ancient works 
refer to it as Karana Sarira on the plane of Sutratma, which is the golden thread on which, like beads, the 
various personalities of this higher Ego are strung." S.D., vol II, p. 79. 

 
" To any man or woman with the slightest honourable feeling a pledge of secrecy taken even on one's word 
of honour, much more to one's Higher Self — the God within — is binding till death. And though he may 
leave the Section and the Society, no man or woman of honour will think of attacking or injuring a body to 
which he or she has been so pledged. 
ENQUIRER. But is not this going rather far? 
THEOSOPHIST. Perhaps so, according to the low standard of the present time and morality. But if it does 
not bind as far as this, what use is a pledge at all? How can anyone expect to be taught secret knowledge, if 
he is to be at liberty to free himself from all the obligations he had taken, whenever he pleases? What 
security, confidence, or trust would ever exist among men, if pledges such as this were to have no really 
binding force at all? Believe me, the law of retribution (Karma) would very soon overtake one who so broke 
his pledge, and perhaps as soon as the contempt of every honourable man would, even on this physical 
plane. As well expressed in the N. Y. "Path" just cited on this subject, "A pledge once taken, is forever 
binding in both the moral and the occult worlds. If we break it once and are punished, that does not justify 
us in breaking it again, and so long as we do, so long will the mighty lever of the Law (of Karma) react upon 
us." The Key to Theosophy, p.51. 
 
" Sow kindly acts and thou shalt reap their fruition. Inaction in a deed of mercy becomes an action in a 
deadly sin. Thus saith the Sage. Shalt thou abstain from action? Not so shall gain thy soul her freedom. To 
reach Nirvana one must reach Self-Knowledge, and Self-Knowledge is of loving deeds the child."Voice of 
the Silence, p.33-34. 
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"Thus, like the revolutions of a wheel, there is a regular succession of death and birth, the moral cause of 
which is the cleaving to existing objects, while the instrumental cause is karma (the power which controls 
the universe, prompting it to activity), merit and demerit. "It is, therefore, the great desire of all beings who 
would be released from the sorrows of successive birth, to seek the destruction of the moral cause, the 
cleaving to existing objects, or evil desire." They, in whom evil desire is entirely destroyed, are called 
Arhats.* Freedom from evil desire insures the possession of a miraculous power. At his death, the Arhat is 
never reincarnated; he invariably attains Nirvana — a word, by the bye, falsely interpreted by the Christian 
scholars and skeptical commentators. Nirvana is the world of cause, in which all deceptive effects or 
delusions of our senses disappear. Nirvana is the highest attainable sphere" Isis Unveiled, vol I, p. 346. 

 
Nirvânî (Sk.). One who has attained Nirvana—an emancipated soul. That Nirvâna means nothing of the 
kind asserted by Orientalists every scholar who has visited China, India and Japan is well aware. It is 
“escape from misery” but only from that of matter, freedom from Klêsha, or Kâma, and the complete 
extinction of animal desires. If we are told that Abidharma defines Nirvâna “as a state of absolute 
annihilation”, we concur, adding to the last word the qualification “of everything connected with matter or 
the physical world”, and this simply because the latter (as also all in it) is illusion, mâyâ. Sâkya-mûni 
Buddha said in the last moments of his life that “the spiritual body is immortal” (See Sans. Chin. Dict.). As 
Mr. Eitel, the scholarly Sinologist, explains it: “The popular exoteric systems agree in defining Nirvâna 
negatively as a state of absolute exemption from the circle of transmigration; as a state of entire freedom 
from all forms of existence; to begin with, freedom from all passion and exertion; a state of indifference to 
all sensibility” and he might have added “death of all compassion for the world of suffering”. And this is why 
the Bodhisattvas who prefer the Nirmânakâya to the Dharmakâya vesture, stand higher in the popular 
estimation than the Nirvânîs. But the same scholar adds that: “Positively (and esoterically) they define 
Nirvâna as the highest state of spiritual bliss, as absolute immortality through absorption of the soul (spirit 
rather) into itself, but preserving individuality so that, e.g., Buddhas, after entering Nirvâna, may  reappear 
on earth”—i.e., in the future Manvantara. H.P. Blavatsky, The theosophical Glossary. 
 
"Tis from the bud of Renunciation of the Self, that springeth the sweet fruit of final Liberation." 
 "The Selfish devotee lives to no purpose. The man who does not go through his appointed work in life—has 
lived in vain. Follow the wheel of life; follow the wheel of duty to race and kin, to friend and foe, and close 
thy mind to pleasures as to pain. Exhaust the law of Karmic retribution. Gain Siddhis for thy future birth." 
Voice of the Silence, p.38. 
 

"The "Higher Ego" cannot act directly on the body, as it consciousness belongs to quite another plane and 

planes of ideation ; the "lower" Self does : and its action and behaviour depend on its free will and choice as 

to whether it will gravitate more towards its parent ( "the father in Heaven") or the "animal" which it 

informs, the man of flesh. The "Higher Ego", as part of the essence of the UNIVERSAL Mind, is 

unconditionally omniscient on its own plane, and only potentially so in our terrestrial sphere, as it has to 

act solely through its alter ego - the Personal Self."   

"Every human organ and each cell in the latter has a keyboard of its own, like that of a piano, only that it 

registers and emits sensations instead of sounds. Every key contains the potentiality of good or bad, of 

producing harmony or disharmony. This depends on the impulse given and the combinations produced; on 

the force of the touch of the artist at work, a "double-faced Unity", indeed. And it is the action of this or the 

other "Face" of the Unity that determines the nature and the dynamical character of the manifested 

phenomena as a resulting action and this whether they be physical or mental. For the whole of man is 

guided by this double-faced Entity. If the impulse comes from the "Wisdom above," the Force applied being 

noetic or spiritual, the results will be actions worthy of the divine propeller; if from the "terrestrial, devilish 

wisdom" (psychic power), man's activities will be selfish, based solely on the exigencies of his physical, 

hence animal, nature". Article Psychic and Noetic Action by H.P.B. 

 
" Do not believe that lust can ever be killed out if gratified or satiated, for this is an abomination inspired by 
Mara. It is by feeding vice that it expands and waxes strong, like to the worm that fattens on the blossom's 
heart. The rose must re-become the bud born of its parent stem, before the parasite has eaten through its 
heart and drunk its life-sap. The golden tree puts forth its jewel-buds before its trunk is withered by the 
storm. The pupil must regain the child-state he has lost ere the first sound can fall upon his ear." Voice of 
the Silence, p. 18-19. 
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""Be unselfish, subdue your senses and passions, which obscure reason and lead to deceit," says Krishna to  
his disciple Arjuna, thus enunciating a purely Buddhistic principle. "Low men follow examples, great men 
give them. . . . The soul ought to free itself from the bonds of action, and act absolutely according to its 
divine origin." Isis Unveiled, vol II, p. 562.  

"... who would profit by the wisdom of the universal mind, has to reach it through the whole of Humanity 

without  distinction of race, complexion, religion or social status. It is altruism, not ego-ism even in its best 

legal and noble conception, that can lead the unit to merge its little Self in the Universal Selves. It is to these 

needs and to this work that the true disciple of true Occultism has to devote himself, if he would obtain 

theo-sophy, divine Wisdom or Knowledge." Article "Occultism versus the Occult Arts" by H.P. 

Blavatsky. 
" Be humble, if thou would'st attain to Wisdom. Be humbler still, when Wisdom thou hast mastered. Be like 
the Ocean which receives all streams and rivers. The Ocean's mighty calm remains unmoved; it feels them 
not. Restrain by thy Divine thy lower Self. Restrain by the Eternal the Divine. Aye, great is he, who is the 
slayer of desire. Still greater he, in whom the Self Divine has slain the very knowledge of desire. Guard thou 
the Lower lest it soil the Higher. The way to final freedom is within thy SELF. That way begins and ends 
outside of Self. (fn. meaning the personal lower Self)."Voice of the Silence, p.41-42. 

 

"Duty is that which is due to humanity, to our fellow-men, neighbours, family, and especially that which we 

owe to all those who are poorer and more helpless than we are ourselves. This is a debt which, if left unpaid 

during life, leaves us spiritually insolvent and moral bankrupts in our next incarnation. Theosophy is the 

quientessence of duty."  Key to Theosophy, p.229. 

"It is impossible that Karma could readjust the balance of power in the world's life and progress, unless it 

had a broad and general line of action. It is held as a truth among Theosophists that the interdependence 
of Humanity is the cause of what is called Distributive Karma, and it is this law which affords the solution to 
the great question of collective suffering and its relief. It is an occult law, moreover, that no man can rise 
superior to his individual failings, without lifting, be it ever so little, the whole body of which he is an 
integral part. In the same way, no one can sin, nor suffer the effects of sin, alone. In reality, there is no such 
thing as "Separateness"; and the nearest approach to that selfish state, which the laws of life permit, is in 
the intent or motive." Key to Theosophy, p.203. 
 
"Whoever expects his self-improvement by means of any world-improvement or any external means and 
causes, has yet to be sorely undeceived; and happy for him if this experience will come to him before the 
end of his present life!". "Therefore, like Karma, also deliverance, redemption or salvation (from the world) 
can never be any otherwise than "personal," or let us rather say "individual." 
 "Can one apple make ripe another apple hanging next to it? No; but the apple can either screen its 
neighbour from the sun, and, depriving it of its share of light and heat, prevent its ripening, or sharing with 
it the dangers from worms and the urchin's hands, thus diminish that danger by one half. As to Karma this 
is again a misconception. There is such a thing as a national, besides a personal or individual Karma in this 
world." "Teach vicarious atonement?" certainly we do not. But it is safer (and more modest at any rate) to 
make too much of one's neighbours and fellow-men than to look at every one as on so much dirt under 
one's feet. If I am a fool, it is no reason why I should see a fool in everyone else. We leave to our critic the 
difficult task of discerning who is, and who is not fit to listen to us, and, in the absence of positive proof, 
prefer postulating that every man has a responsive chord in his nature that will vibrate and respond to 
words of kindness and of truth." Article "World-improvement or world-deliverance" by H.P. 
Blavatsky. 

"Canst thou destroy divine COMPASSION? Compassion is no attribute. It is the LAW of LAWS—eternal 
Harmony, Alaya's SELF; a shoreless universal essence, the light of everlasting Right, and fitness of all things, 
the law of love eternal. The more thou dost become at one with it, thy being melted in its BEING, the more 
thy Soul unites with that which IS, the more thou wilt become COMPASSION ABSOLUTE. Such is the Arya 
Path, Path of the Buddhas of perfection."Voice of the Silence, p.75-76. 


