
Elementals and the Astral Light 
 

“The invisible region that surrounds our globe, as it does every other, and corresponding 

as the second Principle of Kosmos (the third being Life, of which it is the vehicle) to 
the Linga Sharira or the Astral Double in man. A subtle Essence visible only to a 

clairvoyant eye, and the lowest but one (viz., the earth), of the Seven Akashic or Kosmic 

Principles. Eliphas Levi calls it the great Serpent and the Dragon from which radiates on 
Humanity every evil influence. This is so; but why not add that the Astral Light gives out 

nothing but what it has received; that it is the great terrestrial crucible, in which the vile 
emanations of the earth (moral and physical) upon which the Astral Light is fed, are all 

converted into their subtlest essence, and radiated back intensified, thus becoming 
epidemics – moral, psychic and physical. Finally, the Astral Light is the same as 

the Sidereal Light of Paracelsus and other Hermetic philosophers.” 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Theosophical Glossary" p. 38 (Entry for "Astral Light") 
 

"All things that ever were, that are, or that will be, having their record upon the astral 
light, or tablet of the unseen universe, the initiated adept, by using the vision of his own 

spirit, can know all that has been known or can be known." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "Isis Unveiled" Vol. 2, p. 588 
 

"This light can therefore be impressed with evil or good pictures, and these are reflected 
into the subconscious mind of every human being. If we fill the astral light with bad 

pictures, just such as the present century is adept at creating, it will be our devil and 
destroyer, but if by the example of even a few good men and women a new and purer sort 

of events are limned upon this eternal canvas, it will become our Divine Uplifter." 
 

- William Q. Judge, "Echoes from the Orient" p. 64 
 

"In the Astral Light are pictures of all things whatsoever that happened to any person, 
and as well also pictures of those events to come, the causes for which are sufficiently 
well marked and made. If the causes are yet indefinite, so will be the images of the 

future. But for the mass of events for several years to come all the producing and efficient 
causes are always laid down with enough definiteness to permit the seer to see them in 

advance as if present. By means of these pictures, seen with the inner senses, all 
clairvoyants exercise their strange faculty. Yet it is a faculty common to all men, though 

in the majority but slightly developed; but occultism asserts that were it not for the germ 
of this power slightly active in every one no man could convey to another any idea 

whatsoever." 
 

- William Q. Judge, "The Ocean of Theosophy" p. 142 
 

“Hence, while it [i.e. Akasha] is the universal Cause in its unmanifested unity and 

infinity, the Astral light becomes, with regard to Mankind, simply the effects of the 
causes produced by men in their sinful lives. It is not its bright denizens – whether they 

are called Spirits of Light or Darkness – that produce Good or Evil, but mankind itself 
that determines the unavoidable action and reaction in the great magic agent. … 
Humanity, in its units, can overpower and master its effects; but only by the holiness of 

their lives and by producing good causes. … the Astral Light, the manifested effects of the 
two who are one, guided and attracted by ourselves, is the Karma of humanity.” 

 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 2, p. 512, 513 
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"The Akasha is the eternal divine consciousness which cannot differentiate, have 
qualities, or act; action belongs to that which is reflected or mirrored from it. The 

unconditioned and infinite can have no relation with the finite and conditioned. The 
Astral Light is the Middle Heaven of the Gnostics, in which is Sophia Achamoth, the 

mother of the seven builders or Spirits of the Earth, which are not necessarily good, and 
among which the Gnostics placed Jehovah, whom they called Ildabaoth. … The 

prototypes or ideas of things exist first on the plane of Divine eternal Consciousness, and 
thence become reflected and reversed in the Astral Light, which also reflects on its lower 

individual plane the life of our Earth, recording it on its "tablets." Therefore, is the Astral 
Light called illusion. It is from this that we, in our turn, get our prototypes. Consequently 

unless the Clairvoyant or SEER can get beyond this plane of illusion, he can never see 
the Truth, but will be drowned in an ocean of self-deception and hallucinations." 

 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "Transactions of the Blavatsky Lodge" p. 96 
 

After A.P. Sinnett mentioned something to the Master Koot Hoomi about the Master 

having included some words by Tennyson in his previous letter, he replied: 
 

"Quotation from Tennyson? Really cannot say. Some stray lines picked up in the astral 
light or in somebody's brain and remembered, I never forget what I once see or read. A 

bad habit. So much so, that often and unconsciously to myself I string together 
sentences of stray words and phrases, before my eyes and which may have been used 

hundred years ago or will be hundred years hence, in relation to quite a different subject. 
Laziness and real lack of time. The "Old Lady" [i.e. HPB] called me a "brain pirate" and a 

plagiarist, the other day for using a whole sentence of five lines, which, she is firmly 
convinced, I must have pilfered from Dr. Wilder's brain as three months later, he 

reproduced it in an essay of his on prophetic intuition. Never had a look into the old 
philosopher's brain cells. Got it somewhere in a northern current - don't know. Write this 

for your information as something new for you, I suppose. Thus a child may be born 
bearing the greatest resemblance and features to another person, thousands of miles off, 
no connexion to the mother, never seen by her, but whose floating image was impressed 

upon her soul-memory, during sleep or even waking hours, and reproduced upon the 
sensitized plate of living flesh she carries in her." 

 

- Master K.H., "The Mahatma Letters" #XLIX, p. 286 
 
"Ice is a great magician, whose occult properties are as little known as those of Ether. It 

is occultly connected with the astral light, and may under certain conditions, reflect 
certain images from the invisible astral region, just as light and a sensitised plate may be 

made to reflect stars that cannot be perceived even by the telescope. This is well known 
to learned Yogis who dwell on the eternal ice of Bodrinath and the Himalayas. At any 

rate, ice has certainly the property of retaining images of things impressed on its surface 
under certain conditions of light, images which it preserves invisibly until it is melted." 

 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "Transactions of the Blavatsky Lodge" p. 144 
 

Perhaps the four most important points that are found regarding elementals in 

"The Secret Doctrine" by H.P. Blavatsky are the following… 
 

* They are communicated with, and commanded by, the vibrations of sounds and 
colours, but such knowledge and details are kept secret amongst the Initiates and 

Adepts, for the sake of mankind’s own safety. (Vol. 1, p. 514) 
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* They will all enter the Human Kingdom, albeit at some very distant point in evolution. 

(Vol. 1, p. 277) 
 
* They are what inform the phenomenal elements but the actual Elements themselves are 

something noumenal and unseen. (Vol. 1, p. 461) 
 

* “As man is composed of all the Great Elements: Fire, Air, Water, Earth and Ether – the 
ELEMENTALS which belong respectively to these Elements feel attracted to man by 

reason of their co-essence. That element which predominates in a certain constitution 
will be the ruling element throughout life. For instance, if man has a preponderance of 

the Earthy, gnomic element, the gnomes will lead him towards assimilating metals – 

money and wealth, and so on.” (Vol. 1, p. 294) 
 
"Elementals. Spirits of the Elements. The creatures evolved in the four Kingdoms or 

Elements - earth, air, fire, and water. They are called by the Kabbalists, Gnomes (of the 
earth), Sylphs (of the air), Salamanders (of the fire), and Undines (of the water). Except a 

few of the higher kinds, and their rulers, they are rather forces of nature than ethereal 
men and women. These forces, as the servile agents of the Occultists, may produce 

various effects; but if employed by "Elementaries" - in which case they enslave the 
mediums - they will deceive the credulous." 

 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Theosophical Glossary" p. 112 (Entry for "Elementals") 
 

"Elementals, as said already, have no form, and in trying to describe what they are, it is 

better to say that they are "centres of force" having instinctive desires, but no 
consciousness, as we understand it. Hence their acts may be good or bad indifferently. 

 
"This class is believed to possess but one of the three chief attributes of man. They have 

neither immortal spirits nor tangible bodies; only astral forms, which partake, to a 
distinguishing degree, of the element to which they belong and also of the ether. They are 

a combination of sublimated matter and a rudimental mind. Some remain throughout 
several cycles changeless, but still have no separate individuality, acting collectively, so 

to say. Others, of certain elements and species, change form under a fixed law which 
Kabalists explain. The most solid of their bodies is ordinarily just immaterial enough to 

escape perception by our physical eyesight, but no so unsubstantial but that they can be 
perfectly recognized by the inner or clairvoyant vision. They not only exist and can all live 

in ether, but can handle and direct it for the production of physical effects, as readily as 
we can compress air or water for the same purpose by pneumatic and hydraulic 

apparatus; in which occupation they are readily helped by the "human elementaries," or 
the "shells." More than this; they can so condense it as to make for themselves tangible 

bodies, which by their Protean powers they can cause to assume such likeness as they 
choose, by taking as their models the portraits they find stamped in the memory of the 

persons present. It is not necessary that the sitter should be thinking at the moment of 
the one represented. His image may have faded many years before. The mind receives 

indelible impression even from chance acquaintances or persons encountered but once. 
As a few seconds' exposure of the sensitized photograph plate is all that is requisite to 

preserve indefinitely the image of the sitter, so is it with the mind." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "Elementals" (article) 
 

"There are seven kingdoms. The first group comprises three degrees of elementals, or 

nascent centres of forces - from the first stage of the differentiation of Mulaprakriti to its 
third degree - i.e., from full unconsciousness to semi-perception; the second or higher 

group embraces the kingdoms from vegetable to man; the mineral kingdom thus forming 
the central or turning-point in the degrees of the "Monadic Essence" - considered as an 
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Evoluting Energy. Three stages in the elemental side; the mineral kingdom; three stages 
in the objective physical side - these are the seven links of the evolutionary chain. A 

descent of spirit into matter, equivalent to an ascent in physical evolution; a re-ascent 
from the deepest depths of materiality (the mineral) towards its status quo ante, with a 

corresponding dissipation of concrete organisms up to Nirvana - the vanishing point of 
differentiated matter. … the three stages of elemental evolution; i.e., the three successive 

stages passed by the spiritual impulse (through the elementals - of which little is 
permitted to be said) before they are imprisoned in the most concrete form of matter; …" 

 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "About The Mineral Monad" from "Five Years of Theosophy" p. 276, 277 
 

"As I gazed, the surface of the revolving mass was seen to be covered with circling hosts 

of small creatures whose movements caused the revolutions [i.e. of the Earth], and all at 
once it seemed as if the moving body [Planet Earth] became transparent, and within was 

filled with the same creatures. They were constantly coming from the surface and moving 
to the centre along well-defined paths. Here was the whole globe represented in forcible 
miniature, and these creatures within and upon it of their own nature moved it, guided 

by some mysterious Being whose presence was only revealed by beams of light. Nor could 
the others see him, but his silent directions were carried out. 
 

"These little beings were of every colour and form; some wore an appearance similar to 

that of man himself, others appeared like star blossoms of the sea, their pure tints 
waxing and waning as they throbbed with an interior pulse of light. Whatever their 

shapes, these seemed evanescent, translucent, and easily dissipated; in their real 
essence the creatures were centres of energy, a nucleolus around which light condensed, 

now in this form, now in that, with constant progression of type and form. Some were 
more swift and harmonious in their movements than others, and these I understood were 

the more progressed in the scale of Being. Such had a larger orbit, and satellites circled 
about them. Of such systems the place was full, and all owned obedience to the subtle 

and interior Power which I could not, discern. Each system existed for the service of all 
the rest; each complemented and sustained the others as they swept onward in a 

harmony that was labour and love. Their object seemed twofold; they assisted in 
maintaining the revolutions of the earth upon its axis and in guiding it in its orbit. They 

also grew through the ever-increasing swiftness of their own motions into greater 
splendor and brightness, approaching greater intelligence, coming ever nearer to self-

conscious reason and love, and, as they grew, stimulated the latent spark in the metals 
and all the underworld growth as the lambent touch of flame awakens flame. 
 

"Guided by the Unseen Power and in their automatic obedience (for to obey was their 
nature), there were some who by the greatness of their own momentum and the ferment 

of new forces attracted and gathering about them, seemed upon the point of bursting 
into some fuller expansion, some higher state of intelligence and life, but they were 

withheld by something that was not the Power guiding them. Looking closer, I saw that 
an antagonistic influence was at work in the place. 
 

"The orbit of many of these docile and beautiful creatures included a passage to and fro 

through the mystic wall. Their duties were upon the earth as well as beneath its surface; 
faithful fulfilment of these functions comprised an evolution into higher service and a 

higher form. The malign influence often prevented this. … 
 

""It is the thoughts of men." I hid my face, appalled at owning such a heritage, and when I 

looked again great jets spurted through the Skin of the Earth, thoughts spouting and 
pouring out in miasmatic streams." 
 

- Excerpt from the short story "The Skin of the Earth" by Bryan Kinnavan  

(pen name used by William Q. Judge) 


