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(notes from the first talk) 
 

Friends - at the very end of 1878, 

H.P. Blavatsky and Col. Olcott left 

New York and the USA forever and 

relocated to India, establishing the 

international headquarters of the 

Theosophical Society there. William 

Q. Judge, the other main founder of 

the Theosophical Movement, stayed 

behind in New York. While 

Theosophy spread rapidly and 

influentially in India, things 

remained extremely quiet and 

uneventful back in the USA. 
 

Over the next four years or so he received very little in the way of 

communication or contact from either HPB, Olcott, or the Masters. From 

time to time he almost despaired at his isolation and lonely unfortunate 

situation, which he discussed in some depth by letter with Damodar K. 

Mavalankar, a young Indian man who had become HPB's closest assistant 

and student in India and who was a chela or disciple of the Master Koot 

Hoomi. It's interesting and significant to note that he never became 

annoyed or angry or resentful with HPB for seemingly ignoring him and in 

light of what we know about how extremely highly she thought of him 

and how much he was loved and valued by her, we can assume that this 

"silent treatment" was not due to unfriendliness but was a form of test, 

trial, and probation, probably ordered and arranged by the Masters. It was 

the Master Morya, HPB's own Guru, who was the Master or Adept Teacher 

of Mr Judge. 
 



For years, Judge had felt an inner longing to go to India himself and felt 

that it was his true homeland. He often talked about this in his letters with 

Damodar and greatly regretted the fact that both his financial and domestic 

circumstances prevented him from even making a visit, let alone moving to 

live there. In the summer of 1883 he received another letter from Damodar 

and on the back page was a very short message in red pencil signed by the 

Master Morya. It simply said "Better come." This was the hope, inspiration 

and direction he had been waiting for for so long. 
 

At the end of 1883 the New York Theosophical Society resumed its public 

work and meetings after several years of virtual inactivity. The New York 

Herald newspaper reported that the first of these new meetings was 

attended by a mysterious Indian man who the journalist described as being 

"attired with Oriental magnificence, strangely contrasting with the 

business suits of the others. On his breast gleamed a jewel wrought with 

the mystic word ‘OM.’ He spoke very little, but after announcing that the 

time had come for the active work of the New York Branch of the 

Theosophists, he read in Hindoostanee a short passage from the 

Mahabbarat and gave to the acting President (General Doubleday) a copy 

of the Bhagavad Gita. . . . After delivering his message and the book, the 

Hindoo disappeared. No one followed him or asked a question."  
 

1884 was the turning point. He set off for India, stopping along the way 

first in London and then in Paris, where HPB was due to spend several 

months away from India. Writing to a friend from the house where he was 

staying with HPB, Col. Olcott, and Mohini, another Indian chela, he said, 

"I have had some talks with [HPB] and can tell you now that I have 

confirmation of much that has occurred. She told me independently and 

voluntarily that the Master had told her in India, that he was doing, or 

"about to do something with and for me."" 
 

He set off for India by himself, under the Master's orders, and arrived there 

in July, staying a few months. Neither HPB nor Olcott were there at the 

same time, as they still had important work to do in Europe before 

returning. Staying at Theosophical Society headquarters he finally met 

Damodar in person along with others such as T. Subba Row. 



Sven Eek and Boris de Zirkoff write in their biographical summary of Mr 

Judge that "His brief stay at Adyar seems to be shrouded in somewhat of a 

mystery, which we may never be able to unravel for lack of adequate 

documentation."  
 

We know that he gave well-attended talks at various Indian branches of 

the Society which were positively reported in the newspapers and also 

organised the defence of the absent HPB against the latest slanders and 

conspiracies that had broken out against her. Just before he had arrived, 

one of the European Theosophists living at Adyar received a letter from the 

Master Morya telling him "Be friendly towards W.Q. Judge. He is TRUE, 

faithful and trustworthy."  
 

The "mystery" just mentioned relates to his final month in India, which for 

reasons unknown is entirely unmentioned and unaccounted for in any 

records, reports, or correspondence. Numerous important meetings and 

events occurred at Adyar during his final month in India but none of the 

reports and details of any of them mention him in any way as either 

officiating or attending, whereas they would have done if he'd been there. 

All the evidence indicates that he left Adyar a month before he left India 

but where he spent that last month remains entirely unknown and he 

himself declined to talk about it and remained very reticent about things 

that had occurred during his time there.  
 

This fact, along with the remarkable change noticeable in him and his 

work and writings after his return to the USA and the rapid growth of the 

American Society after his return, have led some to assume that the final 

month was spent somewhere with the Masters, or at least with his own 

Master, undergoing some type of initiation in preparation for his great 

work and task which lay ahead. 
 

After his return he was, in many ways, a new man. Literally hundreds of 

new branches and lodges sprung up across the USA and he was constantly 

engaged in lecturing, writing, teaching, and also managing the 

administrative side of things. His own work situation as a lawyer had vastly 

improved and after a few more years he was able to stop working 

altogether in order to devote his whole time and energies to the 

Theosophical Cause. 



 

He began his monthly magazine "The Path" in 1886, which HPB was later 

to describe as being "pure Buddhi." Around this time he also began his 

correspondence with numerous students and enquirers, some of which 

ended up being published in the book "Letters That Have Helped Me." His 

letters and other writings have indeed helped many people over the last 

130 years or so. As an overview of his books, writings and teachings will be 

given in the next talk we don't need to go into detail about that here except 

to mention that everything he ever wrote - from "The Ocean of 

Theosophy" to "An Epitome of Theosophy" to his hundreds of articles, his 

occult stories, and his renditions and commentaries on the Bhagavad Gita 

and Yoga Aphorisms of Patanjali - is still in print and in demand around 

the world to this day. 
 

As well as being leader of the entire American Section of the Society, he 

was also appointed Vice-President of the entire Theosophical Society at the 

end of the 1880s. Many years after his death it was written that "More than 

any other, his work with the public through magazines, the Press, and on 

the lecture platform broke the molds of limited and dogmatic thought in 

America." 
 

In 1891, HPB passed away here in London where she had spent the final 

few years of her life. After Mr Judge's return from India and up until her 

departure from this world, HPB had made numerous important and 

significant statements about him and to him. He was - in her words - an 

accepted chela of the Masters…part of herself for several aeons…her 

ONLY friend, as she repeated frequently to both him and others…"His 

ever and till and after death"…the Chief and ONLY Agent in America of 

the Trans-Himalayan Lodge of Masters…and, she said, the Antahkarana or 

connecting link between "American thought and the Indian - or rather the 

trans-Himalayan Esoteric Knowledge." 
 

The Master Morya had written regarding him: "For the first year or two no 

better guide can be had. For when the ‘PRESENCE’ is upon him, he knows 

well that which others only suspect and ‘divine.’ … greater services may be 

rendered to him, who, of all chelas, suffers most and demands, or even 

expects the least." And shortly before HPB's death she had handed him a 

picture or photograph of his Master, on the back of which the Master had 



written a message addressing him as his "trusted colleague" and thanking 

him for his work and services for Theosophy. 
 

HPB acknowledged and confirmed what he himself had confidentially 

shared with a few others - that is, that he had come to realise that he was 

inwardly an Indian chela, a Raja even, who had taken up residence in the 

Irish body and caused its revival just after the original William Judge had 

died at the age of 7. The unusual and complex nature of having two 

"astrals" or two inner natures at work was difficult for the soul within and 

it seems that it was only after the return from India that the inner Indian - 

who is the one that would have undergone the initiation there - was finally 

able to start gaining proper control and unhindered use of the vehicle and 

personality he had assumed several decades before.  
 

But even then, things weren't always easy, with HPB once writing to him: 

"Oh my poor crushed chum what I would I give to help you. But how can I 

fight against your Irish Self which sits upon & tries to throttle the [Indian] 

Self – the "mild" [Indian]? I try to be with you as much as I can. I am often 

watching you. Watch the shadows on the walls around you & gather 

strength from one who is oftener with you than you know of." 
 

At a private but large meeting of around 200 members not long after HPB's 

death, he began by telling those in attendance, "I am not what I appear to 

be. I am actually an Indian." It's reported that at least ten different and 

unrelated people who had been there later described having seen his 

appearance briefly change after making that statement. They said that 

before their very eyes the pale-skinned and quite old looking bearded face 

was replaced by a youthful looking and beardless Indian face of Indian 

complexion. After a few moments everything returned to normal. 
 

Now, with HPB no longer physically on the scene, Mr Judge lived up to 

her and the Masters' words and expectations. Never once did he diverge in 

any way from the teachings of H.P. Blavatsky. On the contrary, he always 

pointed to her and to her work as being the primary and most important 

exposition and presentation of Theosophy. His devotion and love for 

her…his trust and confidence in her role and position as the Masters' 

Direct Agent and Messenger…never wavered. 
 



In 1893 he gained some national and international recognition when he 

represented Theosophy at the famous and celebrated World Parliament of 

Religions in Chicago and not long after this, when many other prominent 

Theosophists of the time, such as Annie Besant and even Col. Olcott 

himself, began to turn against HPB, endlessly criticising and belittling her, 

in some cases attempting to rewrite her teachings and even her books 
while passing themselves off as being so much greater, wiser, and better 

than she - he firmly stood his ground and never failed to defend and 

support his Teacher and friend. 
 

"It remains a fact," he said, "that the T.S. stands or falls by H.P. Blavatsky. 

Give her up as an idea, withdraw from the path traced by her under orders, 

belittle her, and the organization will rot; but remember her and what she 

represented, and we triumph." 
 

As the reward for his unswerving loyalty and faithfulness to both HPB and 

genuine Theosophy itself, he was persecuted and attacked unceasingly by 

Besant, Olcott, Chakravarti and others, until the day of his untimely death.  
 

With the Society at large fast dividing into two camps - the pro-HPB camp 

spearheaded mainly by Judge and the almost anti-HPB camp spearheaded 

by Besant, Olcott, Chakravarti, Sinnett and others - the American Section 

led by Judge declared independence in 1895 from the rest of the Society 

and ceased to be under any organisational control or influence by the 

others. One of the most prominent among these American members was 

Robert Crosbie, who would later go on to found the United Lodge of 

Theosophists or ULT. Other Theosophists around the world, most notably 

in England and in Judge's native Ireland, sided and associated themselves 

with the newly independent American Society. This infuriated his 

opponents still further.  
 

At this time he wrote an important article titled "The Theosophical 

Movement" which began by saying: 
 

"There is a very great difference between the Theosophical Movement and 

any Theosophical Society. The Movement is moral, ethical, spiritual, 

universal, invisible save in effect, and continuous. A Society formed for 

Theosophical work is a visible organization, an effect, a machine for 



conserving energy and putting it to use; it is not nor can it be universal, nor 

is it continuous. Organized Theosophical bodies are made by men for their 

better cooperation, but, being mere outer shells, they must change from 

time to time as human defects come out, as the times change, and as the 

great underlying spiritual movement compels such alterations. The 

Theosophical Movement being continuous, it is to be found in all times and 

in all nations. Wherever thought has struggled to be free, wherever 

spiritual ideas, as opposed to form and dogmatism, have been promulgated, 

there the great movement is to be discerned." 
 

The next few months were his last in that incarnation; his health, which 

had never been great, was worsened and weakened by the pressures of 

work and persecution. On 21st March 1896, the day of the Spring Equinox, 

at the age of only 44, he passed away, his final words reportedly being: 

"There should be calmness. Hold fast. Go slow." 
 

It isn't very widely known that something very unusual - unusual by our 

standards at least but perhaps not by those of an initiate or Adept - is 

reported to have occurred during his last few moments of life. One of 

several Theosophists who was there at the time gave this account of it: 
 

"It was a solemn scene, and one I shall never forget. The soul was about to 

leave its earthly tenement and the president’s [that is, Mr Judge’s] hand 

was utterly powerless. But, as the serenity of what is called death was 

settling on his features, we all observed a slight fluttering among the papers 

that lay on the table beside his bed. Turning our eyes in that direction, 

what was our astonishment to see the hand of a man, a white delicate 

hand, write several lines on the blank page of a book, the title of which is 

The Ocean of Theosophy. Those best acquainted with Mr Judge say the 

hand was his. As for the lines, I cannot remember them exactly, but I know 

they related to one of the principal tenets of our belief. When the hand 

had completed the writing, Mr Judge sighed lightly, and closed his eyes." 
 

Newspapers in New York were so intrigued by such accounts that they 

contacted Claude Falls Wright, one of Mr Judge’s main associates, who had 

also been there at the time of his passing. Wright was reported as saying to 

The Morning Advertiser that "We are not accustomed to seek publicity or 

notoriety, but as we have nothing to conceal, and since you are persistent, 



here is the paper you refer to." Under the title "By Astral Hand" the March 

26th, 1896 edition of that newspaper contained a photographic 

reproduction of the message that had been written. The first sentence was 

a line from the Isha Upanishad. The message read: 
 

"There is no room for sorrow in the heart of him who knows and realizes 

the Unity of all spiritual beings. While people, monuments and 

governments disappear - the self remains and returns again. The wise are 

not disturbed; they remain silent; they depend on the Self and seek their 

refuge in it." 
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