
 
 

 
Three readings and two short talks on the 140th Anniversary of the founding of  

The Theosophical Society on 17th November 1875 and  
90th Anniversary of the London ULT, founded on 17th November 1925 

 

~ * ~ 
 
1.      Chair welcomes the meeting and announces its purpose, giving a little background.  
        
2.      First Reading from the writings of H.P. Blavatsky          

 
3.      First Talk: The Laying Down of the Lines of Force      

 
4.      Second Reading from the writings of William Q. Judge  
     
5.      Second Talk: The Theosophical View of Humanity       

 
6.      Third Reading from the writings of Robert Crosbie        

 
7.      Conclusion by the Chair and finish by reading the Three Objects of the TS (attached).  
 

~ * ~ 
 

"We look to the future. . . . It will hardly fail to result ultimately in the overthrow of error and the 
triumph of Truth. We repeat again - we are laboring for the brighter morrow." 

 

(H.P. Blavatsky, "Isis Unveiled" Preface, p. viii) 
 

 
All are invited to remain behind after the meeting for a few minutes to 

exchange greetings in the spirit of the occasion. 



First reading from H.P. Blavatsky 
 
 

There is but one road to the Path; at its very end alone the Voice of the Silence can be heard. 

The ladder by which the candidate ascends is formed of rungs of suffering and pain; these can 

be silenced only by the voice of virtue. Woe, then, to thee, Disciple, if there is one single vice 

thou hast not left behind. For then the ladder will give way and overthrow thee; its foot rests in 

the deep mire of thy sins and failings, and ere thou canst attempt to cross this wide abyss of 

matter thou hast to lave thy feet in Waters of Renunciation. Beware lest thou should'st set a 

foot still soiled upon the ladder's lowest rung. Woe unto him who dares pollute one rung with 

miry feet. The foul and viscous mud will dry, become tenacious, then glue his feet unto the 

spot, and like a bird caught in the wily fowler's lime, he will be stayed from further progress. 

His vices will take shape and drag him down. His sins will raise their voices like as the jackal's 

laugh and sob after the sun goes down; his thoughts become an army, and bear him off a 

captive slave.  
 

Kill thy desires, Lanoo, make thy vices impotent, ere the first step is taken on the solemn 

journey.  
 

Strangle thy sins, and make them dumb for ever, before thou dost lift one foot to mount the 

ladder.  
 

Silence thy thoughts and fix thy whole attention on thy Master whom yet thou dost not see, 

but whom thou feelest.  
 

Merge into one sense thy senses, if thou would'st be secure against the foe. 'Tis by that sense 

alone which lies concealed within the hollow of thy brain, that the steep path which leadeth to 

thy Master may be disclosed before thy Soul's dim eyes.  
 

Long and weary is the way before thee, O Disciple. One single thought about the past that 

thou hast left behind, will drag thee down and thou wilt have to start the climb anew.  
 

Kill in thyself all memory of past experiences. Look not behind or thou art lost.  
 

Do not believe that lust can ever be killed out if gratified or satiated, for this is an abomination 

inspired by Mara. It is by feeding vice that it expands and waxes strong, like to the worm that 

fattens on the blossom's heart.  
 

The rose must re-become the bud born of its parent stem, before the parasite has eaten through 

its heart and drunk its life-sap.  
 

The golden tree puts forth its jewel-buds before its trunk is withered by the storm.  
 

The pupil must regain the child-state he has lost ere the first sound can fall upon his ear.  
 

 

 

From "The Voice of the Silence" p. 16-19 

Translated by H.P. Blavatsky from The Book of the Golden Precepts 



Second reading from William Q. Judge 
 

Three Great Ideas 

 
 

Among many ideas brought forward through the theosophical movement there are three 

which should never be lost sight of. Not speech, but thought, really rules the world; so, if these 

three ideas are good let them be rescued again and again from oblivion. 

 
The first idea is, that there is a great Cause - in the sense of an enterprise - called the Cause of 

Sublime Perfection and Human Brotherhood. This rests upon the essential unity of the whole 

human family, and is a possibility because sublimity in perfectness and actual realization of 

brotherhood on every plane of being are one and the same thing. All efforts by Rosicrucian, 

Mystic, Mason and Initiate are efforts towards the convocation in the hearts and minds of men 

of the Order of Sublime Perfection. 

 
The second idea is, that man is a being who may be raised up to perfection, to the stature of the 

Godhead, because he himself is God incarnate. This noble doctrine was in the mind of Jesus, 

no doubt, when he said that we must be perfect even as is the father in heaven. This is the idea 

of human perfectibility. It will destroy the awful theory of inherent original sin which has held 

and ground down the western Christian nations for centuries. 

 
The third idea is the illustration, the proof, the high result of the others. It is that the Masters - 

those who have reached up to what perfection this period of evolution and this solar system 

will allow - are living, veritable facts, and not abstractions cold and distant. They are, as our 

old H.P.B, so often said, living men. And she said too, that a shadow of woe would come to 

those who should say they were not living facts, who should assert that “the Masters descend 

not to this plane of ours.” The Masters as living facts and high ideals will fill the soul with 

hope, will themselves help all who wish to raise the human race. 

 
Let us not forget these three great ideas. 

 

 
From "William Q. Judge Theosophical Articles" Vol. 1, p. 242-243 

and WQJ Pamphlet #15 "Theosophical Themes." February 1895. 
 



Third reading from Robert Crosbie 
 

Spirit, Life, Consciousness are the same in every being - undivided, however many and varied 

the perceptions. Evolution is not a compelling force from without, but the impelling force of 

Spirit from within, urging on to better and better expression. All advancement is from within. 

All the knowledge that we gain, all the experience that we obtain is obtained and held within. 

Each one, then, is the Seer; all the rest are seen. So, the knowledge that we have to obtain is not 

information from without, not the thoughts of other men, but an understanding of our own 

essential nature, which represents every element in the great universe, from the basis of all life 

to every outward expression, and every possibility of further expression - just as each drop of 

water contains in itself everything existing in the great ocean from which it came. Nor does 

Law exist outside of us. Law is always inherent in Spirit; it is the action which brings re-action 

in every individual case, and to the collective mass of humanity. We are here under law and 

under justice. There is no such thing as injustice in the universe. 

 
Knowing something as to our essential nature, knowing something of the purpose of life, and 

that life is all made up of learning, knowing that the universe is all alive, and that there is in 

reality no injustice save that which we inflict upon ourselves by re-action, we would take an 

entirely different view of life and put these ideas into daily practice. . . . 

 
We have no greater duty to perform than to make clear and clean our natures - to make them 

true, to make them in accord with the great object of all life, the evolution of soul. 

 

From "Theosophy in Daily Life" in "The Friendly Philosopher" p. 350-351 

and "Universal Theosophy" p. 137-138 

 

~ * ~ 
 

THE THREE OBJECTS 
 

The Theosophical Society was formed at New York, November 17th, 1875. Its founders believed that 
the best interests of Religion and Science would be promoted by the revival of Sanskrit, Pali, Zend, and 
other ancient literature, in which the Sages and Initiates had preserved for the use of mankind truths of 
the highest value respecting man and nature. A Society of an absolutely unsectarian character, whose 
work should be amicably prosecuted by the learned of all races, in a spirit of unselfish devotion to the 
research of truth, and with the purpose of disseminating it impartially, seemed likely to do much to 
check materialism and strengthen the waning religious spirit. The simplest expression of the objects of 
the Society is the following:- 
 

First. - To form the nucleus of a Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction of race, creed, 
sex, caste or colour. 
 

Second. - To promote the study of Aryan and other Eastern literatures, religions and sciences. 
 

Third. - A third object - pursued by a portion only of the members of the Society - is to investigate 
unexplained laws of nature and the psychical powers of man. 
 

No person's religious opinions are asked upon his joining, nor is interference with them permitted, but 
every one is required, before admission, to promise to show towards his fellow-members the same 
tolerance in this respect as he claims for himself. (From the Appendix of "The Key to Theosophy" by H.P. Blavatsky) 


