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“What Happens When We Die”      

selections for a seminar from H.P.Blavatsky, W.Q.Judge & others 

 

 

“The end of birth is death; the end of death is birth.” 

Krishna, The Bhagavad Gita 
 

“He who holds the keys to the secrets of Death is possessed of the keys of Life.” 

Master K.H., The Mahatma Letters 
 

 “For long ages, one generation of Adepts after another has studied the mysteries of being,    
of life, death, and re-birth, and all have taught in their turn some of the facts so learned.” 

H.P.Blavatsky, The Key to Theosophy 

 

 

THE MOMENT OF DEATH 

 “At the solemn moment of death every man, even when death is sudden, sees the whole of his 
past life marshalled before him, in its minutest details. For one short instant the personal 
becomes one with the individual and all-knowing Ego. But this instant is enough to show to 
him the whole chain of causes which have been at work during his life. He sees and now 
understands himself as he is, unadorned by flattery or self-deception.  The Key p. 162 

“…the man at the moment of death has a retrospective insight into the life he has led,…”             
– The Key p. 163 

“When the frame is cold and eyes closed, all the forces of the body and mind rush through the 
brain, and by a series of pictures the whole life just ended is imprinted indelibly on the inner 
man not only in a general outline but down to the smallest detail of even the most minute and 
fleeting impression. At this moment… the real man is busy in the brain, and not until his work 
there is ended is the person gone. When this solemn work is over the astral body detaches 
itself from the physical, and, life energy having departed, the remaining five principles are in 
the plane of kama loka.” – W.Q.Judge, The Ocean of Theosophy, Chapter XII 
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“Because one cannot go forward, he must go back… and one reads the record of all his 
thoughts, words, deeds and impressions from the last moment back to the events of 
childhood.” – Robert Crosbie, Answers to Questions on The Ocean of Theosophy, p. 168 

“It is a widely spread belief among all the Hindus that a person’s future pre-natal state and 
birth are moulded by the last desire he may have at the time of death. But this last desire, they 
say, necessarily hinges on to the shape which the person may have given to his desires, 
passions, etc., during his past life. It is for this very reason… that we have to watch our actions 
and control our passions and desires throughout our whole earthly career.” – Master K.H., The 
Mahatma Letters (MLs), p. 170 

“Death comes to our spiritual selves ever as a deliverer and friend.” – H.P.Blavatsky, The Key 
to Theosophy, p. 161 

On Near Death Experiences 

“The experience of dying men – by drowning and other accidents – brought back to life, has 
corroborated our doctrine in almost every case... At the last moment, the whole life is reflected 
in our memory and emerges from all the forgotten nooks and corners picture after picture, one 
event after the other… That impression and thought which was the strongest naturally 
becomes the most vivid and survives so to say all the rest which now vanish and disappear for 
ever, to reappear but in Deva Chan.”  – MLs, p. 171 

Quiet at the deathbed scene 

“Speak in whispers, ye, who assist at a death-bed and find yourselves in the solemn presence 
of Death. Especially have you to keep quiet just after Death has laid her clammy hand upon 
the body. Speak in whispers, I say, lest you disturb the quiet ripple of thought, and hinder the 
busy work of the Past casting on its reflection upon the Veil of the Future.” – MLs, p. 171 

 

KAMA LOKA, THE SECOND DEATH, AND THE GESTATION STATE 

“ “Bardo” is the period between death and rebirth – and may last from a few years to a kalpa. 
It is divided into three sub-periods (1) when the Ego delivered of its mortal coil enters into 
Kama-Loka (the abode of Elementaries); (2) when it enters into its “Gestation State”; (3) when 
it is reborn in the Rupa-Loka of Deva-Chan.  

Sub-period (1) may last from a few minutes to a number of years…; Sub-period (2) is “very 
long”; as you say… yet proportionate to the Ego’s spiritual stamina; Sub-period (3) lasts in 
proportion to the good KARMA, after which the monad is again reincarnated.” –MLs, p. 105-
106 

 “Every just disembodied four-fold entity – whether it died a natural or violent death, from 
suicide or accident, mentally sane or insane, young or old, good, bad, or indifferent – loses at 
the instant of death all recollection, it is mentally – annihilated; it sleeps its akashic sleep in 
the Kama-loka. This state lasts from a few hours, (rarely less) days, weeks, months – 
sometimes to several years.” – MLs, p. 186-187 
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The origin of the Christian purgatory: 

“In chronological order we go into kama loka – or the plane of desire – first on the demise of 
the body, and then the higher principles, the real man, fall into the state of Devachan…  Kama 
loka is the astral region penetrating and surrounding the earth… in it the ruling force is desire 
devoid of and divorced from intelligence. It is an astral sphere intermediate between earthly 
and heavenly life. Beyond any doubt it is the origin of the Christian theory of purgatory, where 
the soul undergoes penance for evil done and from which it can be released by prayer and 
other ceremonies or offerings. The fact underlying this superstition is that the soul may be 
detained in kama loka by the enormous force of some unsatisfied desire, and cannot get rid of 
the astral and kamic clothing until that desire is satisfied by some one on earth or by the soul 
itself. But if the person was pure minded and of high aspirations, the separation of the 
principles on that plane is soon completed, permitting the higher triad to go into Devachan.  
W.Q.Judge, The Ocean of Theosophy, Chapter XII 

Dangers of communicating with those in Kama Loca 

Being the purely astral sphere, Kama Loca partakes of the nature of the astral matter which is 
essentially earthly and devilish, and in it all the forces work undirected by soul or conscience. 
It is the slag-pit, as it were, of the great furnace of life, where nature provides for the 
sloughing off of elements which have no place in Devachan... –Ocean Ch XII 

[The Mind and Desire principles] “remain in association as an empty shell to roam in the 
earth’s atmosphere, with half the personal memory gone, and the more brutal instincts fully 
alive for a certain period – an “Elementary” in short.” – MLs, p. 104 

 “After physical death, when the entity passes into Kama-Loka, the real struggle is confined to 
the fifth principle alone, that is, to the seat of consciousness together with the affinities 
generated in it during its earthly incarnation. In Kama-Loka, therefore, the fourth principle of 
Kama-Rupa, which is the Upadhi or seat of all earthly desires and passions, &c., drags 
towards itself those affinities of the fifth principle which are of a material nature, while the 
higher aspirations are attracted towards the sixth and the seventh principles. … the struggle in 
Kama-Loka varies according to the nature of his affinities; until the consciousness being 
linked to the higher ones is entirely separated from the ‘astral shell’, and is ready to go into 
Devachan. If a person is highly spiritual, his Kama-Loka is of a very short duration, for the 
consciousness is quickly assimilated to the higher principles and passes into Devachan. It will 
thus be seen that in any case intercourse with the Kama-Loka entities is detrimental to the 
progress of those entities and also injurious to the persons indulging in such intercourse.” – T. 
Subba Row, Thoughts on Kama-Loka 

“The length of this “transfer” [from Kama Loka to the state of Devachan] depends, however, 
on the degree of spirituality in the ex-personality of the disembodied Ego. For those whose 
lives were very spiritual this transfer, though gradual, is very rapid. The time becomes longer 
with the materialistically inclined.” – Key p. 173 

“The eidolon of the ex-Personality… the  pale copy of the man that was… Bereft as it is of its 
higher mind if left alone to its own senseless devices, it will gradually fade out and 
disintegrate. But, if forcibly drawn back into the terrestrial sphere whether by the passionate 
desires and appeals of the surviving friends or by the most pernicious practice of mediumship 
– the “spook” may prevail for a period greatly exceeding the span of the natural life of its 
body.” – HPB, Theosophical Glossary (Entry for “Kamarupa”) 
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“… the degrees of kama loka provide for the many varieties of shells. Some pass the period in 
great suffering, others in a dreamy sort of sleep, each according to the moral responsibility. 
But executed criminals are in general thrown out of life full of hate and revenge, smarting 
under a penalty they do not admit the justice of. They are ever rehearsing in kama loka their 
crime, their trial, their execution, and their revenge. And whenever they can gain touch with a 
sensitive living person, medium or not, they attempt to inject thoughts of murder and other 
crime into the brain of such unfortunate. And that they succeed in such attempts the deeper 
students of Theosophy full well know.” –Ocean Ch XII 

 

DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES FOR VICTIMS OF UNNATURAL DEATH 

“In the [premature] victim’s case the natural hour of death was anticipated accidentally, while 
in that of the suicide, death is brought on voluntarily and with a full and deliberate knowledge 
of its immediate consequences. Thus a man who causes his death in a fit of temporary insanity 
is not a felo de se (suicide) to the great grief and often trouble of the Life Insurance 
Companies. Nor is he left a prey to the temptations of the Kama Loka but falls asleep like any 
other victim.” –MLs p. 132 

“What you were taught is the RULE. Good and pure “accidents” sleep in the Akasha, ignorant 
of their change; very wicked and impure – suffer all the tortures of a horrible nightmare. The 
majority – neither very good nor very bad, the victims of accident or violence (including 
murder) – some sleep, others become Nature pisachas, and while a small minority may fall 
victims to mediums and derive a new set of skandhas from the medium who attracts them. 
Small as their number may be, their fate is to be the most deplored.” – MLs p 136 

“The majority of the “spiritual” communicants of the mediums are suicides and the victims of 
“accidental” death. For not always is there death when the body dies. Unless the death 
coincides with the end of the life-term, which is fixed at birth, a man is still tied to earth until 
the end of his term.” – RC, The Friendly Philosopher, p. 258 

 

DEVACHAN – ITS NATURE, PURPOSE, AND EXPERIENCES 

“But what is Devachan? The “land of gods” literally; a condition, a state of mental bliss. 
Philosophically a mental condition analogous to, but far more vivid and real than, the most 
vivid dream. It is the state after death of most mortals.” –Key p 100 

“Devachan is the idealized continuation of the terrestrial life just left behind.” – Key p 133 

“… the Devachanic state is not one of omniscience, but a transcendental continuation of the 
personal life just terminated.” – Key 156 

“If our physiologists find the cause of dreams and visions in an unconscious preparation for 
them during the waking hours, why cannot the same be admitted for the post-mortem dreams? 
I repeat it: death is sleep. After death, before the spiritual eyes of the soul, begins a 
performance according to a programme learnt and very often unconsciously composed by 
ourselves: the practical carrying out of correct beliefs or of illusions which have been created 
by ourselves. The Methodist will be Methodist, the Mussulman a Mussulman, at least for 
some time – in a perfect fool’s paradise of each man’s creation and making.” –Key p 165 
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“What we believe in is a post-mortem state or mental condition, such as we are in during a 
vivid dream.” – Key p 138 

 “There is no transforming power in death; as a tree falls, so must it lie. It is during the life-
time that we must recognize and awaken our true natures. Death opens no door to knowledge.” 
– RC, The Friendly Philosopher, p. 255 

“No sensual, material or unholy recollection can follow the purified memory of the Ego to the 
region of Bliss.” – Master K.H., The Mahatma Letters, p. 105 

In Buddhism 

“The Agama Sutra saying:– “in all these Rupa-Lokas, the Devas (Spirits) are equally subjected 
to birth, decay, old age, and death,” means only that an Ego is borne thither then begins fading 
out and finally “dies,” i.e., falls into that unconscious condition which precedes rebirth; and 
ends the Sloka with these words: “As the devas emerge from these heavens, they enter the 
lower world again:” i.e, they leave a world of bliss to be reborn in a world of causes.” – 
Master K.H., The Mahatma Letters, p. 106 

“Such a return to earth [as proposed by the Spiritualists] would be incompatible with any state 
of unalloyed bliss after death, as I am prepared to prove. We say that man suffers so much 
unmerited misery during his life… that he is surely entitled to perfect rest and quiet, if not 
bliss, before taking up again the burden of life.” –Key p 35 

“Although there is hardly a human being whose Ego does not hold free intercourse, during the 
sleep of his body, with those whom it loved and lost, yet, on account of the positiveness and 
non-receptivity of its physical envelope and brain, no recollection, or a very dim, dream-like 
remembrance, lingers in the memory of the person once awake.” – Key p 30 

 “The stay in Devachan is proportioned to the unfinished psychic impulses originating in 
earth-life: those persons whose attractions were preponderatingly material will sooner be 
drawn back into rebirth by the force of Tanha.” – MLs p 106 

“Mr Old: What is the impulse which determines the Devachani to incarnate? 
Mme Blavatsky: It is Karma that makes him incarnate. He won’t have more than he deserves. 
There is no impulse in him, but he dies out. His dream is at an end. … There is no impulse on 
the part of the Devachani; it is no impulse at all. Karma takes him by the nape of his neck, and 
there is no impulse at all, just as when a policeman comes and takes you. … [Karma] has 
placed the Devachani into the state of happiness; it gives him his fill of what he deserves and 
stands and whistles at the door. When that is finished, Karma takes him by the nape of the 
neck and puts him into the new body. – The Secret Doctrine Commentaries (SDC) p 616-617 

 

THE AFTER-DEATH STATE OF THE ATHEIST/MATERIALIST 

[An enquirer remarked that surely after death the “spiritual eyes” of the materialist will be 
opened and will certainly compel him to see the reality of spiritual existence. HPB replies.]       
“He will not be compelled, nor will he see anything. Having persistently denied during life the 
continuance of existence after death, he will be unable to see it, because his spiritual capacity 
having been stunted in life, it cannot develop after death, and he will remain blind.” – Key p 156 
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“Desperately materialistic thinkers will remain in the devachanic condition stupefied or asleep, 
as it were, as they have no forces in them appropriate to that state save in a very vague 
fashion, and for them it can be very truly said that there is no state after death so far as mind is 
concerned; they are torpid for a while, and then they live again on earth.” – Ocean Ch XIII 

 

THE MOMENT OF REBIRTH 

“… at the moment he is reborn on earth, the Ego, awaking from the state of Devachan, has a 
prospective vision of the life which awaits him, and realizes all the causes that have led to it. 
He realizes them and sees futurity, because it is between Devachan and re-birth that the Ego 
regains his full manasic consciousness, and rebecomes for a short time the god he was, before, 
he first descended into matter and incarnated in the first man of flesh.” – Key p 162 

 

NIRVANA 

“Devachan … is an illusion of our consciousness, a happy dream, and … those who are fit for 
Nirvana must have lost entirely every desire or possibility of the world’s illusions.” – Key p 151 

“The adepts … have a perfect right to Nirvana, but they won’t go. They think it is selfish to do 
so, and they won’t go. They refuse the Nirvanic condition. … Nirvana … is selfish: you will 
benefit no one by it but yourselves, and this selfishness is to be avoided.” – SDC 618, 460 

 

~ * ~ 

 

Yea, on the Arya Path thou art no more Srotapatti, thou art a Bodhisattva. The stream is 
cross’d. ’Tis true thou hast a right to Dharmakaya vesture; but Sambogakaya is greater than a 

Nirvanee, and greater still is a Nirmanakaya – the Buddha of Compassion. 

Now bend thy head and listen well, O Bodhisattva – Compassion speaks and saith: “Can there 
be bliss when all that lives must suffer? Shalt thou be saved and hear the whole world cry?” 

Now thou hast heard that which was said. 

Thou shalt attain the seventh step and cross the gate of final knowledge but only to wed woe – 
if thou would’st be Tathagata, follow upon thy predecessor’s steps, remain unselfish till the 

endless end. 

Thou art enlightened – Choose thy way. 

From The Voice of the Silence, translated by H.P. Blavatsky  

from http://blavatskytheosophy.com/when-we-die/ 

ULT Theosophy Centre, 62 Queens Gardens, London W2 3AH,  http://www.ultlon.freeserve.co.uk 


