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"Without the help of symbology (with its seven departments, of which the moderns  

know nothing) no ancient Scripture can ever be correctly understood. Symbology must be 

studied from every one of its aspects, for each nation had its own peculiar methods of 

expression. In short, no Egyptian papyrus, no Indian tolla, no Assyrian tile, or Hebrew 

scroll, should be read and accepted literally. … every symbol in papyrus or olla is a many-

faced diamond, each of whose facets not merely bears several interpretations, but relates 

likewise to several sciences." 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 305 

  



 

 

A Note about the Nataraja or "Dancing Shiva" on the front cover 
 

The Nataraja icon shows the four-armed Shiva dancing, surrounded by a circle of blazing 

fire. In his upper right hand he holds a drum, called damaru in Sanskrit. In his upper left hand he 

holds fire. His lower right hand is in abhayamudra, the gesture of protection and his lower left 

hand is pointing or gesturing towards his uplifted left foot which is in the air, in the motion of 

dancing. His other foot, the right, is resting on the demon Apasmara. 

 

But what does this all mean? It illustrates a tremendous amount of esoteric and 

metaphysical truth. 

 

Shiva’s dancing indicates the continuous cyclic process of the creation (or actually 

evolution), preservation, and destruction of the universe, for in reality Shiva is not a Being or an 

entity but the living Universe itself. Brahmā, Vishnu, and Shiva are merely three different names 

for the three different aspects and stages of manifestation of the one all-ensouling Life of the 

Universe. 

 

The damaru or drum represents the principle of sound, or shabda in Sanskrit. Sound is 

considered to be the one quality of Akasha and Akasha is the same as Mulaprakriti, the primordial 

Root-Matter or Root-Essence which enables the objective manifestation of the universe to occur. 

 

Fire is "Agni" in Sanskrit and the fire in Shiva’s upper left hand in the Nataraja is 

representative of pralayagni, "the Fire of Destruction." This is no physical fire but rather the 

mighty divine force of dissolution which eventually brings the universe to an end, when the 

universal cycle or manvantara draws to its appointed close. Holding the damaru in one hand and 

the pralayagni in the other hand is indicative of the continuous cycle of manifestation and 

dissolution. 

 

The lower two hands indicate that the person who takes refuge at the feet of the Lord and 

develops spiritual self-consciousness will have nothing to fear throughout the universal cycle. 

 

Apasmara, trampled beneath the foot of Shiva, symbolises ignorance. Ignorance (avidya) is 

the cause of desire and desire - personal and selfish desire - is the cause of humanity’s suffering. 

Ignorance must be trampled underfoot and destroyed and the consciousness turned instead to the 

knowledge of spiritual realities. 

  



 

Esoteric Symbolism in the Theosophical Logo 
 

 
 

 
 

Our seal points the mind to the regenerated man who, symbolized by the cross, stands in the 

center enclosed by the light and the dark triangle, and encircled by the great serpent or dragon of 

evolution and matter. But an analysis of the different parts of the whole will aid us in 

understanding and grasping all its meanings. For in symbology the symbol is only right when it 

fitly represents all the ideas meant to be conveyed, and in all its parts is consistent with the whole, 

as well as being also in conformity to tradition and the rules of the ancients. It should also when 

understood be of such a character that when it is looked at or thought of, with the image of it in the 

mind, all the ideas and doctrines it represents recur to the thinker. This is why confused symbols 

are useless and right ones of the greatest use. 

 

William Q. Judge, Theosophical Symbols 

 

The double triangles symbolize the Great Passive and the Great Active; the male and female; 

Purusha and Prakriti. Each triangle is a Trinity because presenting a triple aspect. The white 

represents in its straight lines: Gnanam - (Knowledge); Gnata - (the Knower); and Gnayam - (that 

which is known). The black - form, colour, and substance, also the creative, preservative, and 

destructive forces and are mutually correlating. 

 

Master Koot Hoomi, The Mahatma Letters #LIX, p. 346 

 

The word Om or Aum is at once an invocation of the highest within, a benediction, an affirmation, 

and a promise; its proper use is said to lead to a realization of the Self within. The Aum contains 

within itself all the aspects and implies the Universe controlled by the Supreme Spirit. It 

represents the constant current of meditation which ought to be carried on by every man, even 

while engaged in the necessary duties of life. 

 

Robert Crosbie, Notes on the Bhagavad Gita, p. 224-225 



 

Divine Fire: The Swastika and Prometheus 
 

 
Svastika (Sk.). … In Esoteric Philosophy, the most mystic and ancient diagram. It is "the originator 

of the fire by friction, and of the 'Forty-nine Fires'." Its symbol was stamped on Buddha's heart, 

and therefore called the "Heart's Seal". It is laid on the breasts of departed Initiates after their 

death; and it is mentioned with the greatest respect in the Ramayana. Engraved on every rock, 

temple and prehistoric building of India, and wherever Buddhists have left their landmarks; it is 

also found in China, Tibet and Siam, and among the ancient Germanic nations as Thor's Hammer. 

As described by Eitel in his Hand-Book of Chinese Buddhism: (1) it is "found among Bonpas and 

Buddhists"; (2) it is "one of the sixty-five figures of the Sripada"; (3) it is "the symbol of esoteric 

Buddhism"; (4) "the special mark of all deities worshipped by the Lotus School of China". Finally, 

and in Occultism, it is as sacred to us as the Pythagorean Tetraktys, of which it is indeed the double 

symbol. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Theosophical Glossary, p. 315 

 

The Svastika … is found almost everywhere in the East, as well as among the earlier Christians and 

elsewhere in Europe. Many meanings have been given to this: sometimes it represents the 

whirling of the will, and again the "Wheel of the Law" mentioned in both Buddhistic and 

Brahmanical books. The Buddhas are said to give the Wheel of the Law another turn when they 

come, and Krishna tells Arjuna that he who does not keep properly revolving the great wheel of 

action and reaction between the two worlds lives a life of sin without purpose. In India Svastika 

represents the spot or center in which the forces from the great unknown pour to show 

themselves subsequently in various manifestations. 

 

William Q. Judge, Theosophical Symbols 

 

The myth [i.e. of Prometheus] belongs to neither Hesiod nor Aeschylus; but, as Bunsen says, it "is 

older than the Hellenes themselves," for it belongs, in truth, to the dawn of human consciousness. 

The Crucified Titan is the personified symbol of the collective Logos, the "Host," and of the "Lords 

of Wisdom" or the HEAVENLY MAN, who incarnated in Humanity. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 413 

 

Prometheus (Gr.). The Greek logos; he, who by bringing on earth divine fire (intelligence and 

consciousness) endowed men with reason and mind. Prometheus is the Hellenic type of our 

Kumaras or Egos, those who, by incarnating in men, made of them latent gods instead of animals. 

The gods (or Elohim) were averse to men becoming "as one of us" (Genesis iii., 22), and knowing 

"good and evil". Hence we see these gods in every religious legend punishing man for his desire to 

know. As the Greek myth has it, for stealing the fire he brought to men from Heaven, Prometheus 

was chained by the order of Zeus to a crag of the Caucasian Mountains. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Theosophical Glossary, p. 263 

 

  



 

The True Meaning of "Saviours" from the Early Religions 
 

 

The three personalities of Christna [i.e. Krishna], Gautama [i.e. Buddha], and Jesus appeared like 

true gods, each in his epoch, and bequeathed to humanity three religions built on the imperishable 

rock of ages. That all three, especially the Christian faith, have in time become adulterated, and the 

latter almost unrecognizable, is no fault of either of the noble Reformers. It is the priestly self-

styled husbandmen of the "vine of the Lord" who must be held to account by future generations. 

Purify the three systems of the dross of human dogmas, the pure essence remaining will be found 

identical. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, Isis Unveiled, Vol. 2, p. 536 

 

 

Note well, "Christos" with the Gnostics meant the impersonal principal, the Atman of the Universe, 

and the Atma within every man's soul - not Jesus. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 132 

 

 

"It is only through ignorance that men call themselves Christians instead of Chréstians," says 

Lactantius (lib. iv., cap. vii.). The terms Christ and Christians, spelt originally Chrést and Chréstians, 

were borrowed from the Temple vocabulary of the Pagans. Chréstos meant in that vocabulary a 

disciple on probation, a candidate for hierophantship. When he had attained to this through 

initiation, long trials, and suffering, and had been "anointed" (i.e., "rubbed with oil", as were 

Initiates and even idols of the gods, as the last touch of ritualistic observance), his name was 

changed into Christos, the "purified", in esoteric or mystery language. In mystic symbology, indeed, 

Christés, or Christos, meant that the "Way", the Path, was already trodden and the goal reached; 

when the fruits of the arduous labour, uniting the personality of evanescent clay with the 

indestructible INDIVIDUALITY, transformed it thereby into the immortal EGO. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Theosophical Glossary, p. 84 

 

 

Krishna (Sk.). The most celebrated avatar of Vishnu, the "Saviour" of the Hindus and their most 

popular god. He is the eighth Avatar, the son of Devaki, and the nephew of Kansa, the Indian King 

Herod, who while seeking for him among the shepherds and cow-herds who concealed him, slew 

thousands of their newly-born babes. The story of Krishna's conception, birth, and childhood are 

the exact prototype of the New Testament story. The missionaries, of course, try to show that the 

Hindus stole the story of the Nativity from the early Christians who came to India. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Theosophical Glossary, p. 181 

  



 

Space and Consciousness in Science 
 

 

 

The simile of an egg also expresses the fact taught in Occultism that the primordial form of 

everything manifested, from atom to globe, from man to angel, is spheroidal, the sphere having 

been with all nations the emblem of eternity and infinity - a serpent swallowing its tail. To realize 

the meaning, however, the sphere must be thought of as seen from its centre. The field of vision or 

of thought is like a sphere whose radii proceed from one's self in every direction, and extend out 

into space, opening up boundless vistas all around. It is the symbolical circle of Pascal and the 

Kabalists, "whose centre is everywhere and circumference nowhere," a conception which enters 

into the compound idea of this emblem. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 65 

 

There is just "Consciousness" and its "states," which are conditioned consciousness. We speculate 

on conditions; we cannot on Consciousness itself, for we are that. 

 

Robert Crosbie, The Friendly Philosopher, p. 50 

 

The secret teaching explains the reason for this reverence by the Symbolism of the prehistoric 

races. The "First Cause" had no name in the beginnings. Later it was pictured in the fancy of the 

thinkers as an ever invisible, mysterious Bird that dropped an Egg into Chaos, which Egg becomes 

the Universe. Hence Brahm was called Kalahansa, "the swan in (Space and) Time." He became the 

"Swan of Eternity," who lays at the beginning of each Mahamanvantara a "Golden Egg." It typifies 

the great Circle, or O, itself a symbol for the universe and its spherical bodies. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 359 

 

In reality Space is what the ancients called the One invisible and unknown (now unknowable) 

Deity. … In the occult catechism (Vide Secret Doctrine) it is asked: "What is that which always IS, 

which you cannot imagine as not being, do what you may?" The answer is - SPACE. For there may 

not be a single man in the universe to think of it, not a single eye to perceive it, nor a single brain to 

sense it, but still Space is, ever was, and ever will be, and you cannot make away with it. … Try, 

rather, if you can think of anything with Space excluded and you will soon find out the 

impossibility of such a conception. Space exists where there is nothing else, and must so exist 

whether the Universe is one absolute vacuum or a full Pleroma. … Space and Duration, being 

eternal, cannot be called attributes, as they are only the aspects of that Infinite. Nor can that 

Infinite, if you mean by it The Absolute Principle, have any attributes whatever, as only that which 

is itself finite and conditioned can have any relation to something else. 

 

H.P. Blavatsky, Transactions of the Blavatsky Lodge, p. 12-13 

 

 

  



 

Living through the Changes of a Transition Age 

~ The Fears and Opportunities 
 

 

 

No man is your enemy: no man is your friend. All alike are your teachers. Your enemy becomes a 

mystery that must be solved, even though it take ages: for man must be understood. Your friend 

becomes a part of yourself, an extension of yourself, a riddle hard to read. Only one thing is more 

difficult to know - your own heart. Not until the bonds of personality are loosed can that profound 

mystery of self begin to be seen. Not till you stand aside from it will it in any way reveal itself to 

your understanding. Then, and not till then, can you grasp and guide it. Then, and not till then, can 

you use all its powers, and devote them to a worthy service. 

 

Master Hilarion, Light on the Path, p. 24 

 

Those who are wise in spiritual things grieve neither for the dead nor for the living. I myself never 

was not, nor thou, nor all the princes of the earth; nor shall we ever hereafter cease to be. As the 

lord of this mortal frame experienceth therein infancy, youth, and old age, so in future incarnations 

will it meet the same. One who is confirmed in this belief is not disturbed by anything that may 

come to pass. … For the wise man, whom these [pairs of opposites] disturb not and to whom pain 

and pleasure are the same, is fitted for immortality. 

 

Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 2, p. 11-12 

 

 

 

Rouse your self by your Self, examine your self by your Self. Thus self-guarded and mindful you 

will live happily, O Bhikkhu. 

 

For Self is the lord of self; Self is the refuge of self; therefore curb yourself, even as a merchant 

curbs a fine horse. (Verses 379-380, p. 88) 

 

He is called an elder in whom dwell truth, virtue, non-violence, restraint, and control, and who is 

free from impurity and is wise. (Verse 261, p. 61) 

 

There is a taint worse than all taints - ignorance is the worse taint. O Bhikkhus, remove that taint 

and so become taintless. (Verse 243, p. 57) 

 

Him I call a Brahmana whose wisdom is profound, who knows and discerns the right way and the 

wrong and who has attained the highest end. (Verse 403, p. 93) 

 

Him I call a Brahmana who has nothing of his own pertaining to the past, the present and the 

future, who is possessionless and detached. (Verse 421, p. 96) 

 

Buddha in the Dhammapada 

 

 

  



 

A Basis of Confidence for the Future 
 

 

 

Man, when he has reached his fruition… stands between two fires. Could he but 

claim his great inheritance, the encumbrance of the mere animal life would fall away 

form him …. it is left to the individual to make this great effort; to refuse to be 

terrified by his greater nature, to refuse to be drawn back by his lesser or more 

material self.  Every individual who accomplishes this is a redeemer of the race. 

“Light on the Path”, Comments II 
 

 

The ancient philosophies are… “an exoteric veil thrown over the face of esoteric truth; and—as 

the direct result of this—they are allegorical, i.e., mythological in form.”  SD i 658 

 

The allegorical form of speech has often led our commentators so far astray, that they have 

confounded causes with effects, and vice versa.        Isis Unveiled i 1 
 
 
  THE CYCLE OF THE KALPA 
the subjective 

“eternal IS”  NIRVANA “the vanishing point of differentiated matter.”  5 Years 276 

SD i 570    … conscious (the Nirmanakayas) or unconscious (Pratyeka Buddhas) 

 

Archangels  DHYANI-BUDDHAS, MANUS etc etc (Higher Men, from and part of The Three Logoi) 

SD ii 237 

            “ever     becoming”     from objectivity to subjectivity SD i 570 

 
Humanity  MAN 

 

   ANIMAL 

 

   VEGITABLE 

 

   MINERAL  The Seven Kingdoms 

 

Lower Angels,  ELEMENTALS 3  “of which little is permitted to be said.” 5 Years 277 

Cosmocratores,     “each of these Beings either was, or prepares to 

“Planetary Spirits”, ELEMENTALS 2    become, a man.”  SD i 275 

the ‘Gods’ who are      

“jealous of man” ELEMENTALS 1  Warnings on Planetaries, Cosmocratores (Earth Energies):  

“They never had any concern with spirit…. have no 

       concern with the higher… are not the Dhyani-Buddhas.”* 

   MULAPRAKRITI Root substance that differentiates into Spirit-Matter 
 

* Transactions of the Blavatsky Lodge 48 
 

To know one's duty requires knowledge. To act and choose well requires wisdom. It requires an active 

attentive mind, and it requires a compassionate and generous "heart." 
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