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"When the equinox enters, in a few years, the sign of Aquarius, psychologists 
will have some extra work to do, and the psychic idiosyncrasies of humanity 

will enter on a great change." 
 

H.P. Blavatsky, The Esoteric Character of the Gospels, 1887 

 

 

 

 



A Comparison of the New Age and Theosophy Side by Side 
 
Be this as it may, the religion of the ancients is the religion of the future. A few centuries more, and 
there will linger no sectarian beliefs in either of the great religions of humanity. Brahmanism [i.e. 
Hinduism] and Buddhism, Christianity and Mahometanism [i.e. Islam] will all disappear before the 
mighty rush of facts. . . . But this can only come to pass when the world returns to the grand religion of 
the past; the knowledge of those majestic systems which preceded, by far, Brahmanism, and even the 
primitive monotheism of the ancient Chaldeans. 
 

Neither Pythagoras, Plato, nor any of the later more important Neo-platonists; neither Iamblichus, 
Longinus, Proclus, nor Apollonius of Tyana, were ever mediums; for in such case they would not have 
been admitted to the Mysteries at all. . . . 
 

About such men as Apollonius, Iamblichus, Plotinus, and Porphyry, there gathered this heavenly 
nimbus. It was evolved by the power of their own souls in close union with their spirits; by the 
superhuman morality and sanctity of their lives, and aided by frequent interior ecstatic contemplation. 
Such holy men pure spiritual influences could approach. Radiating around an atmosphere of divine 
beneficence, they caused evil spirits to flee before them. . . . This is MEDIATORSHIP, not mediumship. 
Such persons are temples in which dwells the spirit of the living God; but if the temple is defiled by the 
admission of an evil passion, thought or desire, the mediator falls into the sphere of sorcery. 
 

H.P. Blavatsky, Isis Unveiled Vol. 1, p. 613, Vol. 2, p. 117-118, Vol. 1, p. 487-488 

 

The Psychic is not the Spiritual! 
 

The Yoga system is divided into two principal parts — Hatha and Raja Yoga. . . . This system [i.e. Hatha 
Yoga] deals principally with the physiological part of man with a view to establish his health and train 
his will. . . . "On the other hand, the Raja Yogis try to control the mind itself by following the rules laid 
down by the greatest of adepts." Patanjali's rules compel the student not only to acquire a right 
knowledge of what is and what is not real, but also to practice all virtues, and while results in the way 
of psychic development are not so immediately seen as in the case of the successful practitioner of 
Hatha Yoga, it is infinitely safer and is certainly spiritual, which Hatha Yoga is not. . . . In Hatha Yoga 
practice, on the contrary, the result is psychic development at the delay or expense of the spiritual 
nature. 

 

The Yoga Aphorisms of Patanjali, p. viii-ix (Preface by William Q. Judge) 
 
Three Halls, O weary Pilgrim, lead to the end of toils. Three Halls, O conqueror of Mara, will bring thee 
through three states into the fourth, and thence into the seven Worlds, the Worlds of Rest Eternal. 
 

If thou would'st learn their names, then hearken, and remember. 
 

The name of the first Hall is IGNORANCE - Avidya. It is the Hall in which thou saw'st the light, in which 

thou livest and shalt die. 
 

The name of Hall the second is the Hall of LEARNING. In it thy Soul will find the blossoms of life, but 

under every flower a serpent coiled. 
 

The name of the third Hall is WISDOM, beyond which stretch the shoreless waters of AKSHARA, the 

indestructible Fount of Omniscience. 
 

The Voice of the Silence, p. 6-7, translated by H.P. Blavatsky from The Book of the Golden Precepts 



Perennial Wisdom and Self Development 
 
As to the process of spiritual development, Theosophy teaches:  
 

First. That the essence of the process lies in the securing of supremacy to the highest, the spiritual, 
element of man's nature.  
 

Second. That this is attained along four lines, among others, - 
 

(a) The entire eradication of selfishness in all forms, and the cultivation of broad, generous sympathy 
in, and effort for the good of others.  
(b) The absolute cultivation of the inner, spiritual man by meditation, by reaching to and communion 
with the Divine, and by exercise of the kind described by Patanjali, i.e., incessant striving to an ideal 
end.  
(c) The control of fleshly appetites and desires, all lower, material interests being deliberately 
subordinated to the behests of the spirit.  
(d) The careful performance of every duty belonging to one's station in life, without desire for reward, 
leaving results for Divine law. . . . 
 

William Q. Judge, An Epitome of Theosophy, p. 26-27 
 

The Theosophical Society does indeed desire to promote the spiritual growth of every individual who 
comes within its influence, but its methods are those of the ancient Rishis, its tenets those of the 
oldest Esotericism; . . . we would warn all our members, and others who are seeking spiritual 
knowledge, to beware of persons offering to teach them easy methods of acquiring psychic gifts; such 
gifts (laukika) are indeed comparatively easy of acquirement by artificial means, but fade out as soon 
as the nerve-stimulus exhausts itself. The real seership and adeptship which is accompanied by true 
psychic development (lokothra), once reached, is never lost. 
 

H.P. Blavatsky, Spiritual Progress (article) 

 
Meditation and the true Raja Yoga Training 

 
 

Raj Yoga encourages no sham, requires no physical postures. It has to deal with the inner man whose 
sphere lies in the world of thought. To have the highest ideal placed before oneself and strive 
incessantly to rise up to it, is the only true concentration recognized in Esoteric Philosophy which deals 
with the inner world of noumena, not the outer shell of phenomena. 

Damodar K. Mavalankar, Contemplation (article) 
 

Self-examination is the examination of the lower and personal self by the Higher and Impersonal Self. 
To learn to judge our daily actions from an impersonal standpoint is to progress towards the Supreme 
Self. 

ULT Pamphlet #12, Foreword 
 

Let us meditate on that which is in us as the Highest Self, concentrate upon it, and will to work for it as 
dwelling in every human heart. 

William Q. Judge, Meditation, Concentration, Will (article) 

 

 



A Chela's Preparation and Perennial Theosophy 
 
It is easy to become a Theosophist. Any person of average intellectual capacities, and a leaning toward 
the meta-physical; of pure, unselfish life, who finds more joy in helping his neighbour than in receiving 
help himself; one who is ever ready to sacrifice his own pleasures for the sake of other people; and 
who loves Truth, Goodness and Wisdom for their own sake, not for the benefit they may confer - is a 
Theosophist. . . . 
 
It is impossible to employ spiritual forces if there is the slightest tinge of selfishness remaining in the 
operator. For, unless the intention is entirely unalloyed, the spiritual will transform itself into the 
psychic, act on the astral plane, and dire results may be produced by it. The powers and forces of 
animal nature can equally be used by the selfish and revengeful, as by the unselfish and the all-
forgiving; the powers and forces of spirit lend themselves only to the perfectly pure in heart - and this 

is DIVINE MAGIC. 

H.P. Blavatsky, Practical Occultism (article) 

 

The Seership of the Adept and the Clairvoyance of Students 
 

This is the moment to guide the recurrent impulse which must soon come, and which will push the 
age towards extreme atheism, or drag it back to extreme sacerdotalism, if it is not led to the primitive 
soul-satisfying philosophy of the Aryans. . . . Its chief aim is to extirpate current superstitions and 
skepticism, and from long-sealed ancient fountains to draw the proof that man may shape his own 
future destiny, and know for a certainty that he can live hereafter, if he only wills, and that all 
‘phenomena’ are but manifestations of natural law, to try to comprehend which is the duty of every 
intelligent being. 

 
A Master's Letter (ULT Pamphlet #29) 

 

The doctrine [i.e. knowledge of Theosophy] we promulgate being the only true one, must - supported 
by such evidence as we are preparing to give - become ultimately triumphant, like every other truth. . . 
. It is not the individual and determined purpose of attaining Nirvana - the culmination of all 
knowledge and absolute wisdom, which is after all only an exalted and glorious selfishness - but the 
self-sacrificing pursuit of the best means to lead on the right path our neighbour, to cause to benefit 
by it as many of our fellow creatures as we possibly can, which constitutes the true Theosophist. . . . 
 

Once unfettered, delivered from their dead-weight of dogmatism, interpretations, personal names, 
anthropomorphic conceptions, and salaried priests, the fundamental doctrines of all religions will be 
proved identical in their esoteric meaning. . . . 
 

To be true, religion and philosophy must offer the solution of every problem. . . . there must be 
somewhere a consistent solution, and if our doctrines will show their competence to offer it, then the 
world will be the first to confess that ours must be the true philosophy, the true religion, the true light, 

which gives truth and nothing but the TRUTH. 
 

The Great Master's Letter (Letter from the Maha Chohan) (ULT Pamphlet #33) 
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