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comparing them dispassionately and with an unbiased mind, that men can hope to 
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agreement that we may achieve this result. For no sooner do we arrive – either by 

study, or by being taught by someone who knows – at their inner meaning, than we 
find, almost in every case, that it expresses some great truth in Nature.”  

 

~ H. P. Blavatsky, "The Key to Theosophy" p. 59 ~ 
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Karma and Reincarnation 

 

In Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism 
 

As a person acts, so he becomes in life. Those who do good become good; those who do harm become 

bad. Good deeds make one pure; bad deeds make one impure. You are what your deep, driving desire is. 

As your desire is, so is your will. As your will is, so is your deed. As your deed is, so is your destiny. 
 

We live in accordance with our deep, driving desire. It is this desire at the time of death that determines 

what our next life will be. We will come back to earth to work out the satisfaction of that desire. But not 

those who are free from desire; they are free because all their desires have found fulfillment in the Self. 

They do not die like the others; but realizing Brahman, they merge in Brahman. 

 

Brihadaranyaka Upanishad IV:4:5-6 (Hindu Scripture) 
 

In Karma is to be found, in conjunction with its commonsense corollary, Rebirth, a natural and therefore 

reasonable answer to the apparent injustice of the daily round. Why should this man be born a beggar, 

this a prince? Why this a cripple, this a genius, that a fool? Why this a high-born Indian woman, that a 

low-born Englishman? These are effects. Do the causes lie in the hands of an irresponsible and finite 

God or, as the Buddhists say, within the lap of law? As it is man who suffers the effects, so it is man 

who generates the cause, and having done so he cannot flee the consequences. Says the Dhammapada 

(v. 165): 'By oneself evil is done; by oneself one suffers. By oneself evil is left undone; by oneself one is 

purified.' And, again, 'Not in the sky, not in the midst of the sea, nor anywhere else on earth is there a 

spot where a man may be freed from (the consequences of) an evil deed' (v. 127). Thus every man is the 

moulder and the sole creator of his life to come, and master of his destiny. . . . 
 

It is the mind which moulds man's destiny, action being but precipitated thought. It follows that one's 

lightest thought has vast effects, not only on the thinker, but on all that lives. Hence the tremendous 

power of hatred and love, which man, in childlike ignorance, is pouring out upon the world by night and 

day. Yet such dynamic qualities, controlled and cultivated, can make a man just what he wills to be. 

Karma is thus the very antithesis of fatalism. That which is done can by the doer be in time, as it were, 

neutralized. That which is yet to be depends on the deeds now being done. There is here no cruel 

Nemesis; only the slow and perfect action of an all-embracing law. . . . 
 

An understanding of the law of Karma leads to self-reliance, for in proportion as we understand its 

operation we cease to complain of our circumstances, and cease from turning with the weakness of a 

child to a man-made God to save us from the natural consequences of our acts. Karma is no God, for the 

gods themselves are subject to its sway. Only the ignorant personify Karma, and attempt to bribe, 

petition or cajole it; wise men understand it and conform to it. 

 

Christmas Humphries, "Buddhism" p. 100-101, 102-103 
 

Just as you do not like misery, in the same way others also do not like it. Knowing this, you should do 

unto them what you want them to do unto you. 

 

Mahavira, Bhagavati Aradhana v.780 (Jain Scripture) 

 

 

 

 

 



In the Greek and Roman Philosophies 
 

The doctrine of Metempsychosis has been abundantly ridiculed by men of science and rejected by 

theologians, yet if it had been properly understood in its application to the indestructibility of matter and 

the immortality of spirit, it would have been perceived that it is a sublime conception. 

 

H. P. Blavatsky, "Isis Unveiled" Vol. 1, p. 9 
 

It is even a portion of myself which, having assumed life in this world of conditioned existence, draweth 

together the five senses and the mind in order that it may obtain a body and may leave it again. And 

those are carried by the Sovereign Lord to and from whatever body he enters or quits, even as the breeze 

bears the fragrance from the flower. 
 

All worlds up to that of Brahman are subject to rebirth again and again, but they, O son of Kunti, who 

reach to me have no rebirth. 

 

Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita, Ch. 15 & 8, p. 106-107, 60 

(William Q. Judge rendition) 
 

It is the philosophy of Siddhartha-Buddha again that Pythagoras expounded, when asserting that 

the ego (nous) was eternal with God, and that the soul only passed through various stages (Hindu Rupa-

locas) to arrive at the divine excellence; meanwhile the thumos returned to the earth, and even the 

phren was eliminated. Thus the metempsychosis was only a succession of disciplines through refuge-

heavens [Devachan] to work off the exterior mind, to rid the nous of the phren . . . 

 

H. P. Blavatsky, "Isis Unveiled" Vol. 2, p. 286 

 

In Christianity, Judaism, and Islam 
 

The Essenes . . . were the converts of Buddhist missionaries who had overrun Egypt, Greece, and even 

Judea at one time, since the reign of Asoka . . . and while it is evidently to the Essenes that belongs the 

honor of having had the Nazarene reformer, Jesus, as a pupil, still the latter is found disagreeing with his 

early teachers on several questions of formal observances. . . . The motive of Jesus was evidently like 

that of Gautama-Buddha, to benefit humanity at large by producing a religious reform which should give 

it a religion of pure ethics; the true knowledge of God and nature having remained until then solely in 

the hands of the esoteric sects, and their adepts. 
 

H. P. Blavatsky, "Isis Unveiled" Vol. 2, p. 132, 133 
 

And when I perceived that you did not understand those things which I spake to you concerning the Soul 

of Elias, as bound in John the Baptist; I then answered openly and face to face: "If ye will receive it, 

John the Baptist is that Elias, who," I said, "was coming." 
 

Jesus in the Pistis Sophia (Christian Gnostic Scripture) 

Quoted by HPB in "Notes on the Gospel according to John" 
 

Under the name of "Din Gilgol Neshomes" the doctrine of reincarnation is constantly spoken of in the 

Talmud. The term means "the judgment of the revolutions of the souls." And Rabbi Manassa, son of 

Israel, one of the most revered, says in his book Nishmath Hayem: "The belief or the doctrine of the 

transmigration of souls is a firm and infallible dogma accepted by the whole assemblage of our church 

with one accord, so that there is none to be found who would dare to deny it. . . . Indeed, there is a great 

number of sages in Israel who hold firm to this doctrine so that they made it a dogma, a fundamental 



point of our religion. We are therefore in duty bound to obey and to accept this dogma with acclamation 

. . . as the truth of it has been incontestably demonstrated by the Zohar, and all books of the Kabalists." 

 

 William Q. Judge, “Reincarnation in Judaism and The Bible” 
 

The doctrines of hulhul (the periodical incarnations of the Perfect Man…), rij’at (the rebirth of the 

Imam), tanasukh (reincarnation of the souls of ordinary men) were widely respected.  In the holy 

Kōra’n one of the verses states:  
 

“And you were dead and he brought you back to life, and in the end shall gather you unto Himself.” 

(Sura 2:28)    
 

The words ‘you were dead’ mean that they had lived before becoming dead.  The whole sentence would 

clearly indicate that it had reference to more than one life and one death. 

 

Mahinder N. Gulati, “Comparative Religions and Philosophies:  

Anthropomorphism and Divinity” 

 

For a million years I floated in ether, even as the atom floats uncontrolled.  If I do not actually remember 

that state of mine, I often dream of my atomic travels.  I am but one soul but I have a hundred thousand 

bodies.    

 

Jalāl ad-Dīn Muhammad Rūmī (Mevlânâ or Mevlevî)  

13th-century Persian poet, jurist, scholar, theologian, and Sufi mystic 

 
Remembering Past Lives, The Recent Evidence 

 
The empirical evidence that Dr. Tucker presents . . . challenges the reductionistic, metaphysical beliefs 

of scientific materialism. If his research methods are flawed, the scientific community should bring this 

to his and the public's attention. If they are irreproachable, then the empirical facts he reveals compel us 

to reassess even our most fundamental assumptions about consciousness, human nature, and the universe 

at large. 
 

B. Alan Wallace, Ph.D., from the back cover of "Return to Life: Extraordinary Cases of 

Children Who Remember Past Lives" by Jim B. Tucker, M.D., 2013 
 

In Return to Life, Jim Tucker painstakingly and meticulously documents the recycling of memories from 

beyond the barrier of physical death. He then rigorously offers a scientific theory to explain how 

consciousness transcends space-time and is, hence, eternal. This book is an important milestone of an 

emerging scientific paradigm that suggests consciousness conceives, governs, constructs, and becomes 

the universe or perhaps multiple universes. 
 

Deepak Chopra, ibid. 
 

Xenoglossy - the ability to speak an identifiable foreign language that has not been learned by ordinary 

means. . . . To the mystification of Dr. McDuffie and his wife Wilhelmina, their twin baby boys were 

found to be conversing among themselves in some unknown vernacular. The children were eventually 

taken to the foreign language department at Columbia University, but none of the professors present 

could identify their speech. However, a professor of ancient languages happened to pass by and was 

amazed to discover that the babies were speaking Aramaic, a language current at the time of Christ! 
 

"Reincarnation: The Phoenix Fire Mystery" p. 402, Cranston & Head 


