THE INTRODUCTION TO THE SECRET DOCTRINE
The Secret Doctrine is not a treatise...it contains all that can be given
out to the world in this century.
Q The answer to a question which has frequently arisen in the minds of
students, when meeting with statements such as this, may be
outlined here;
“We can understand,” they say, “the necessity for concealing from the herd
such secrets as the Vril, or the rock-destroying force, discovered by J. W. Keely,
of Philadelphia, but we cannot understand how any danger could arise from
the revelation of such a purely philosophic doctrine, as, e.g., the evolution of
the planetary chains...?”
The danger was this:- Doctrines such as the planetary chain, or the seven
races, at once give a clue to the seven-fold nature of man, for each principle
is correlated to a plane, a planet, and a race; and the human principles are,
on every plane, correlated to seven-fold occult forces -those of the higher
planes being of tremendous power. So that any septenary division at once
gives a clue to tremendous occult powers, the abuse of which would cause
incalculable evil to humanity. A clue, which is, perhaps, no clue to the
present generation-especially the Westerns-protected as they are by their
very blindness and ignorant materialistic disbelief in the occult; but a clue
which would, nevertheless, have been very real in the early centuries of the
Christian era, to people fully convinced of the reality of occultism, and
entering a cycle of degradation, which made them rife for abuse of occult
powers and sorcery of the worst description.
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The documents were concealed, it is true, but the knowledge itself and its
actual existence had never been made a secret of- by the Hierophants of the
Temple, wherein MYSTERIES have ever been made a discipline and stimulus
to virtue. This is very old news, and was repeatedly made known by the
great adepts, from Pythagoras and Plato down to the Neoplatonists. It was
the new religion of the Nazarenes that wrought a change for the worse —
in the policy of centuries.
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Furthermore, the records we mean to place before the reader embrace the
esoteric tenets of the whole world since the beginning of our humanity, and
Buddhistic occultism occupies therein only its legitimate place, and no
more. Indeed, the secret portions of the “Dan” or “Jan-na”* (“Dhyan”) of
Gautama’s metaphysics — grand as they appear to one unacquainted with
the tenets of the Wisdom Religion of antiquity — are but a very small
portion of the whole. The Hindu Reformer limited his public teachings to
the purely moral and physiological aspect of the Wisdom-Religion, to Ethics
and MAN alone. Things “unseen and incorporeal,” the mystery of Being
outside our terrestrial sphere, the great Teacher left entirely untouched in
his public lectures, reserving the hidden Truths for a select circle of his
Arhats. The latter received their Initiation at the famous Saptaparna cave
(the Sattapanni of Mahavansa) near Mount Baibhar (the Webhara of the
Pali MSS.). This cave was in Rajagriha, the ancient capital of Mogadha, and
was the Cheta cave of Fa-hian, as rightly suspected by some archaeologists†
Footnote(s) * Dan, now become in modern Chinese and Tibetan phonetics ch’an, is the general
term for the esoteric schools, and their literature. In the old books, the word Janna is defined as
“to reform one’s self by meditation and knowledge,” a second inner birth. Hence Dzan, Djan
phonetically, the “Book of Dzyan.” † Mr. Beglor, the chief engineer at Buddhagaya, and a
distinguished archaeologist, was the first, we believe, to discover it.

I PRODUCE MYSELF AMONG CREATURES WHENEVER THERE IS A DECLINE OF VIRTUE AND
AN INSURECTION OF VICE...'
Bhagavad-Gita CH: IV, P.31

Toward the end of the first quarter of this century, a distinct class of
literature appeared in the world, which became with every year more
defined in its tendency. Being based, soi-disant, on the scholarly researches
of Sanskritists and Orientalists in general, it was held scientific. Hindu,
Egyptian, and other ancient religions, myths, and emblems were made to
yield anything the symbologist wanted them to yield, thus often giving out
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the rude outward form in place of the inner meaning. Works, most
remarkable for their ingenious deductions and speculations, in circulo
vicioso, foregone conclusions generally changing places with premisses as
in the syllogisms of more than one Sanskrit and Pali scholar, appeared
rapidly in succession, over-flooding the libraries with dissertations rather
on phallic and sexual worship than on real symbology, and each
contradicting the other.
This is the true reason, perhaps, why the outline of a few fundamental
truths from the Secret Doctrine of the Archaic ages is now permitted to
see the light, after long millenniums of the most profound silence and
secrecy. I say “a few truths,” advisedly, because that which must remain
unsaid could not be contained in a hundred such volumes, nor could it be
imparted to the present generation of Sadducees. But, even the little that is
now given is better than complete silence upon those vital truths.
Moreover in all the large and wealthy lamasaries, there are subterranean
crypts and cave-libraries, cut in the rock, whenever the gonpa and the
lhakhang are situated in the mountains. Beyond the Western Tsay-dam, in
the solitary passes of Kuen-lun, [the Karakorum mountains of Western
Tibet], there are several such hiding-places. Along the ridge of Altyn-Toga,
whose soil no European foot has ever trodden so far, there exists a certain
hamlet, lost in a deep gorge. It is a small cluster of houses, a hamlet rather
than a monastery, with a poor-looking temple in it, with one old lama, a
hermit, living nearby to watch it. Pilgrims say that the subterranean
galleries and halls under it contain a collection of books, the number of
which, according to the accounts given, is too large to find room even in the
British Museum.
More than one great scholar has stated that there never was a religious
founder, whether Aryan, Semitic or Turanian, who had invented a new
religion, or revealed a new truth. These founders were all transmitters,
not original teachers. They were the authors of new forms and
interpretations, while the truths upon which the latter were based were as
old as mankind. Selecting one or more of those grand verities, actualities
visible only to the eye of the real Sage and Seer, out of the many orally
revealed to man in the beginning, preserved and perpetuated in the adyta
of the temples through initiation, during the MYSTERIES and by personal
transmission, they revealed these truths to the masses.
However it may be, and whatsoever is in store for the writer through
malevolent criticism, one fact is quite certain. The members of several
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esoteric schools, the seat of which is beyond the Himalayas, and whose
ramifications may be found in China, Japan, India, Tibet, and even in Syria,
besides South America, claim to have in their possession the sum total of
sacred and philosophical works in MSS. and type. All the works, in fact, that
have ever been written, in whatever language or characters, since the art of
writing began; from the ideographic hieroglyphs down to the alphabet of
Cadmus and the Devanagari.
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This statement is rendered more credible by a consideration of the following
facts: the tradition of the thousands of ancient parchments saved when the
Alexandrian library was destroyed; the thousands of Sanskrit works which
disappeared in India in the reign of Akbar; the universal tradition in China and
Japan that the true old texts with the commentaries, which alone make them
comprehensible -amounting to many thousands of volumes -have long passed
out of the reach of profane hands; the disappearance of the vast sacred and
occult literature of Babylon; the loss of those keys which alone could solve the
thousand riddles of the Egyptian hieroglyphic records; the tradition in India
that the real secret commentaries which alone make the Veda intelligible,
though no longer visible to profane eyes, still remain for the initiate, hidden in
secret caves and crypts; and an identical belief among the Buddhists, with
regard to their secret books.
To recapitulate: The Secret Doctrine was the universally diffused religion of
the ancient and prehistoric world. Proofs of its diffusion, authentic records
of its history, a complete chain of documents, showing its character and
presence in every land, together with the teaching of all its great adepts,
exist to this day in the secret crypts of libraries belonging to the Occult
Fraternity.

Reading the Secret Doctrine page by page as one reads any other book will
only lead to confusion. The first thing to do, even if it takes years, is to
get some grasp of the 3 fundamental propositions - given on p.14 in the
Proem. Follow that up by study of the recapitulation and the numbered
items in the summing up to volume 1. Then read the preliminary notes and
the conclusion in volume 2. It's worthy of note that the Secret Doctrine is
based on 7 Stanzas-translated with commentaries from the Book Of
Dzyan...these begin on p.27, part 1-titled; 'Cosmic evolution.' Read for one
hour and assimilate for three...
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