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FEATURING FOUR TALKS 
 

The Great Sacrifice and the Birth of the Hierarchy 
 

The Guardian Wall and Mahatmic Inspiration 
 

Ancient Wisdom and Science 
 

Chelaship and Masters 
 

AND TWO QUESTION & ANSWER PANELS 

 
"What I do believe in is (1), the unbroken oral teachings revealed by living divine men during 

the infancy of mankind to the elect among men; (2), that it has reached us unaltered;  

and (3) that the MASTERS are thoroughly versed in the science  
based on such uninterrupted teaching." 

 
~ H. P. Blavatsky, "What Shall We Do For Our Fellow-Men?" ~ 



SOME WORDS FOR REFLECTION 
 

"The moral and spiritual sufferings of the world are more important and need help and cure more 

than science needs aid from us in any field of discovery.  "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear."" 
 

- From a Letter of the Master K.H., quoted in "What The Masters Have Said" by William Q. Judge 

 

"It is under cyclic law, during a dark period in the history of mind, that the true philosophy 

disappears for a time, but the same law causes it to reappear as surely as the sun rises and the human 

mind is present to see it. But some works can only be performed by the Master, while other works 

require the assistance of the companions. It is the Master's work to preserve the true philosophy, but 

the help of the companions is needed to rediscover and promulgate it. Once more the elder brothers 

have indicated where the truth - Theosophy - could be found, and the companions all over the world 

are engaged in bringing it forth for wider currency and propagation." 
 

- William Q. Judge, "The Ocean of Theosophy" p. 6 

 

"We call them "Masters" because they are our teachers; and because from them we have derived all 

the Theosophical truths, however inadequately some of us may have expressed, and others 

understood, them. They are men of great learning, whom we term Initiates, and still greater holiness 

of life. They are not ascetics in the ordinary sense, though they certainly remain apart from the 

turmoil and strife of your western world. . . . And we, knowing as we do of the existence of good 

and holy Adepts, believe as thoroughly in the existence of bad and unholy Adepts, or - Dugpas. . . . 

the philosophy preached by the "Masters" is one of the grandest and most beneficent philosophies 

once it is properly understood. . . . Great are the desecrations to which the names of two of the 

Masters have been subjected. There is hardly a medium who has not claimed to have seen them. 

Every bogus swindling Society, for commercial purposes, now claims to be guided and directed by 

"Masters," often supposed to be far higher than ours! Many and heavy are the sins of those who 

advanced these claims, prompted either by desire for lucre, vanity, or irresponsible mediumship. . . . 

the sacred names of Occultism and the holy keepers thereof have been dragged in this filthy mire, 

polluted by being associated with sordid motives and immoral practices, while thousands of men 

have been held back from the path of truth and light through the discredit and evil report which such 

shams, swindles, and frauds have brought upon the whole subject." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Key to Theosophy" p. 289, 294, 298, 301 
 

". . . at the close of each century a spiritual movement is made in the world by the Mahatmas, which 

begins with the last twenty-five years of the century and does not in that form begin again after the 

close of twenty-five years until the last quarter of the following period. . . . At the end of the twenty-

five years the Masters will not send out in such a wide and sweeping volume the force they send 

during the twenty-five years. But that does not mean they will withdraw. They will leave the ideas to 

germinate in the minds of the people at large, but never will they take away from those who deserve 

it the help that is due and given to all. However, many will have gone on further by that time than 

others, and to those who have thus gone on from altruism and unselfish devotion to the good of the 

race continual help and guiding will be given. Many, however, in and out of the T.S. [i.e. 

Theosophical Society] will continue so selfish and personal that they will have to content themselves 

with what they will get from others and from the general development. H.P.B. was quite definite on 

this. It agrees with history. During all the centuries there have been many persons who have had 

direct and valuable help from Masters, and to suppose that at the end of our first twenty-five years 

all of that will be finished is an absurdity in itself." 
 

- William Q. Judge, "Will Masters' Help Be Withdrawn In 1898 Until 1975?" 

 

"Well, I told him [i.e. Col. Olcott] the whole truth. I said to him that I had known Adepts, the 

"Brothers," not only in India and beyond Ladakh, but in Egypt and Syria, - for there are "Brothers" 



there to this day. The names of the "Mahatmas" were not even known at the time, since they are 

called so only in India. That, whether they were called Rosicrucians, Kabalists, or Yogis - Adepts 

were everywhere Adepts - silent, secret, retiring, and who would never divulge themselves entirely 

to anyone, unless one did as I did - passed seven and ten years probation and given proofs of 

absolute devotion, and that he, or she, would keep silent even before a prospect and a threat of 

death. I fulfilled the requirements and am what I am; and this no Hodgson, no Coulombs, no Sellin, 

can take away from me. All I was allowed to say was - the truth: There is beyond the Himalayas a 

nucleus of Adepts, of various nationalities; and the Teschu Lama [i.e. Panchen Lama] knows them, 

and they act together, and some of them are with him and yet remain unknown in their true character 

even to the average lamas - who are ignorant fools mostly. My Master and K. H. and several others I 

know personally are there, coming and going, and they are all in communication with Adepts in 

Egypt and Syria, and even Europe. I said and proved that they could perform marvellous 

phenomena; but I also said that it was rarely they would condescend to do so to satisfy enquirers. 

You were one of the few who had genuine communications with them; and if you doubt it now, I 

pity you, my poor friend, for you may repent one day for having lost your chance." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, Letter to Franz Hartmann 

 

"The Masters live, and we should try with zeal and devotion to make Them real in our lives. 

Nothing helps the honest student in this task more than the right study of The Secret Doctrine. 

Masters can not be found by practice of psychic tricks and by dubious contacts with astralism. They 

can only be found by meditation and study, by intellectual honesty, by sincerity of purpose, and 

above all by the uttermost purity of life. 
 

"True Occultism, whose Teachings are expounded in The Secret Doctrine, does not recognize direct 

or indirect, conscious or unconscious contacting of forces which are not of white or beneficent 

magic. It demands rigid self-discipline of life, the complete subdual of our selfish and animal 

propensities, the unequivocal denial to countenance in ourselves or in others any non-pure or non-

moral aspects of life, much less of impure or immoral ones. The Road to the Masters is the Road of 

Purity - all other roads are false." 
 

- B.P. Wadia, "Some Observations on The Study of The Secret Doctrine" p. 22 
 

"If we thus dimly grasp the nature of Masters, we will be able to reverence Them in our hearts, and 

to endeavor to draw near to Them in our innermost being; nor will we be deceived by claims made 

by, or for, this or that person, nor take it for granted that books written with the purpose of defining 

Masters' powers, place, or imagined individual characteristics, have any value whatever. All such 

are mere speculations and an attempt in fact to drag those great Beings down to our plane of 

terrestrial conceptions - "a misuse of sacred names", as H.P.B. wrote in the "Key to Theosophy." 

Masters are facts in Nature, facts however which our highest ideals will not fully encompass. Let us 

therefore endow Them with the highest we can conceive of, try to assimilate that "highest" within 

ourselves, endeavor to draw near to Them in our heart of hearts, and thus form for ourselves that 

line of communication which They have said They are always ready to help establish; and let us 

keep that ideal as a sacred thing in the repository of our hearts, not to be lightly thought of nor 

spoken of, but as a shrine of our highest aspirations, safely guarded from all intrusion, sacred and 

secret. Thus and thus only, may we in time come to know Them face to face." 
 

- Robert Crosbie, "Answers to Questions on The Ocean of Theosophy" p. 28 

 

"Our MASTERS . . . are simply holy mortals, nevertheless, however, higher than any in this world, 

morally, intellectually, and spiritually. However holy and advanced in the science of the Mysteries - 

they are still men, members of a Brotherhood, who are the first in it to show themselves subservient 

to its time-honoured laws and rules. And one of the first rules in it demands that those who start on 

their journey Eastward, as candidates to the notice and favours of those who are the custodians of 

those Mysteries, should proceed by the straight road, without stopping on every sideway and path, 



seeking to join other "Masters" and professors often of the Left-Hand Science, that they should have 

confidence and show trust and patience, besides several other conditions to fulfil. Failing in all of 

this from first to last, what right has any man or woman to complain of the liability of the Masters to 

help them?" 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Theosophical Mahatmas" 
 

"As the most serious books speak of Plato, Homer, Pythagoras, Virgil, etc., etc., under the name of 

"pagan philosophers and poets," the Adepts are found in good company. . . . I am a pagan to the 

Christians, and I am proud of it.  I have said it elsewhere: I far prefer to be a pagan with Plato and 

Pythagoras, than a Christian with the Popes." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky to the Abbé Roca, "Theosophy: Some Rare Perspectives" p. 111 

 

"We should declare our belief in the Adepts, while at the same time we demand no one's adherence. 

It is not necessary to give the names of any of the Adepts, for a name is an invention of a family, 

and but few persons ever think of themselves by name but by the phrase "I am myself." To name 

these beings, then, is no proof, and to seek for mystery names is to invite condemnation for 

profanation. The ideal without the name is large and grand enough for all purposes." 
 

- William Q. Judge, "The Mahatmas as Ideals and Facts" 

 

"It is not in the Kali yug, our present terrifically materialistic age of Darkness, the "Black Age," that 

a new Saviour of Humanity can ever appear." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 1, p. 470 
 

". . . Are you, who claim nevertheless, communion with the Masters and receive daily favors from 

Them; Are you so holy, faultless, and so worthy?" To this I answer: I AM NOT. . . . I know that I 

have, all my faults notwithstanding, Master’s protection extended over me. And if I have it, the 

reason for it is simply this: for thirty-five years and more, ever since 1851 that I saw my Master 

bodily and personally for the first time, I have never once denied or even doubted Him, not even in 

thought. Never a reproach or a murmur against Him has escaped my lips, or entered even my brain 

for one instant under the heaviest trials. From the first I knew what I had to expect, for I was told 

that, which I have never ceased repeating to others: as soon as one steps on the Path leading to the 

Ashrum of the blessed Masters - the last and only custodians of primitive Wisdom and Truth - his 

Karma, instead of having to be distributed throughout his long life, falls upon him in a block and 

crushes him with its whole weight. He who believes in what he professes and in his Master, will 

stand it and come out of the trial victorious; he who doubts, the coward who fears to receive his just 

dues and tries to avoid justice being done - FAILS.  He will not escape . . ." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Theosophical Mahatmas" 

 

"The neophyte may meet an adept in the flesh, may live in the same house with him, and yet be 

unable to recognise him, and unable to make his own voice heard by him. For no nearness in space, 

no closeness of relations, no daily intimacy, can do away with the inexorable laws which give the 

adept his seclusion. No voice penetrates to his inner hearing till it has become a divine voice, a voice 

which gives no utterance to the cries of self. . . . Until a man has become, in heart and spirit, a 

disciple, he has no existence for those who are teachers of disciples. And he becomes this by one 

method only - the surrender of his personal humanity." 
 

- "Light on the Path" p. 75 

 

"Self-doomed to live through future Kalpas, unthanked and unperceived by men; wedged as a stone 

with countless other stones which form the "Guardian Wall", such is thy future if the seventh Gate 

thou passest. Built by the hands of many Masters of Compassion, raised by their tortures, by their 



blood cemented, it shields mankind, since man is man, protecting it from further and far greater 

misery and sorrow." 
 

- "The Voice of the Silence" p. 74, translated by HPB from the Book of the Golden Precepts 

 

"Along the path of the true student is sadness, but also there is great joy and hope. Sadness comes 

from a more just appreciation of the difficulties in one's way, and of the great wickedness of the 

individual and collective heart of man.  But look at the great fountain of hope and of joy in the 

consideration that the Brothers exist, that They were men too; They had to fight the fight; They 

triumphed, and They work for those left after Them. Then beyond Them are "the Fathers," that is, 

the spirits of "just men made perfect," those Who lived and worked for humanity ages ago and Who 

are now out of our sphere, but Who nevertheless still influence us in that Their spiritual forces flow 

down upon this earth for all pure souls.  Their immediate influence is felt by Masters, and by us 

through the latter." 
 

- William Q. Judge, "Letters That Have Helped Me" p. 8 

 

"Alone a handful of primitive men – in whom the spark of Divine Wisdom burnt bright, and only 

strengthened in its intensity as it got dimmer and dimmer with every age in those who turned it to 

bad purposes – remained the elect custodians of the Mysteries revealed to mankind by the divine 

Teachers. There were those among them, who remained in their Kumaric condition from the 

beginning; and tradition whispers, what the secret teachings affirm, namely, that these Elect were 

the germ of a Hierarchy which never died since that period . . ." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 2, p. 281 
 

"Seers, righteous men, who had attained to the highest science of the inner man and the knowledge 

of truth, have, like Marcus Antoninus, received instructions "from the gods," in sleep and otherwise. 

Helped by the purer spirits, those that dwell in "regions of eternal bliss," they have watched the 

process and warned mankind repeatedly. Skepticism may sneer; faith, based on knowledge and 

spiritual science, believes and affirms.  
 

"Our present cycle is preëminently one of such soul-deaths. We elbow soulless men and women at 

every step in life. Neither can we wonder, in the present state of things, at the gigantic failure of 

Hegel's and Schelling's last efforts at some metaphysical construction of a system. When facts, 

palpable and tangible facts of phenomenal Spiritualism happen daily and hourly, and yet are denied 

by the majority of "civilized" nations, little chance is there for the acceptance of purely abstract 

metaphysics by the ever-growing crowd of materialists." 
 

- H.P. Blavatsky, "Isis Unveiled" Vol. 2, p. 369 

 

"H.P.B. was the Teacher; for purposes of the Movement she was the direct Agent of the Lodge of 

Masters of the Wisdom-Religion. These Masters were and remain, securely veiled from the prying 

and selfish approach of humanity, Their existence a matter of inference only to all but Their chelas 

and "those with whom They voluntarily communicate." They are known in the world only through 

the evidences amassed by H.P.B. in her writings, through the few communications from Them to 

others who were, in every case, brought into relation with Them by and through H.P.B., and through 

those longings and aspirations of the human heart which still preserve the faith in Divine Beings, 

Elder Brothers to suffering and sinful man. So far as the whole West is concerned all that anyone 

knows or infers of the Masters or Their Wisdom-Religion, or Their chelas, comes, directly or 

indirectly, from the mission of H. P. Blavatsky. She therefore stood, and stands, in a position of 

supreme importance to the whole world; for she stands in the place of the Masters as Their 

Messenger . . . All others, their statements and their actions, must be viewed in the light of her 

mission, her teachings, her statements, and her example; for she and none other represented the First 

Section." 
- "The Theosophical Movement 1875-1925: A History and a Survey" p. 129 



N O T E S  
 

Please use this space to take notes or write thoughts or questions during the seminar. 
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