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“… the events of humanity do run coordinately with the number forms," since the single units of that 
humanity proceed one and all from the same source—the central and its shadow, the visible SUN. 
For the equinoxes and solstices, the periods and various phases of the Solar course, astronomically 
and numerically expressed, are only the concrete symbols of the eternally living verity, though they 
do seem abstract ideas to uninitiated mortals.              “The Network of Destiny”  SD i 638-9  
 
Nevertheless, even Christians have to this day their sacred birds; for instance, the dove, the symbol 
of the Holy Ghost. Nor have they neglected the sacred animals. The Evangelical zoolatry—the Bull, 
the Eagle, the Lion, and the Angel (in reality the Cherub, or Seraph, the fiery-winged Serpent), is as 
much pagan as that of the Egyptians or the Chaldeans. These four animals are, in reality, the symbols 
of the four elements, and of the four lower principles in man.  
 

Nevertheless, they correspond physically and materially to the four constellations that form, so to 
speak, the suite or cortege of the Solar God, and occupy during the winter solstice the four cardinal 
points of the zodiacal circle.         “Egg-Born Logoi” SD i 363 
 
The etymology of the two terms… [Christos] being the verbal adjective in Greek of [chrio] "to be 
rubbed on," as ointment or salve, and the word being finally brought to mean "the Anointed One," 
in Christian theology; and Kri, in Sanskrit, the first syllable in the name of Krishna, meaning "to pour 
out, or rub over, to cover with," among many other things, this may lead one as easily to make of 
Krishna, "the anointed one."… 
 

Yet none of these names can be unriddled, as some Orientalists imagine, merely with the help of 
astronomy and the knowledge of zodiacal signs in conjunction with phallic symbols. Because, while 
the sidereal symbols of the mystic characters or personifications in Puranas or Bible, fulfill 
astronomical functions, their spiritual anti-types rule invisibly, but very effectively, the world. They 
exist as abstractions on the higher plane, as manifested ideas on the astral, and become males, 
females and androgyne powers on this lower plane of ours. …  
 

The mystic philosophy of the allegory is well understood by the author of the Source of Measures; 
who writes:  One (Chrestos) causing himself to go down into the pit (of Scorpio, or incarnation in the 
womb) for the salvation of the world; this was the Sun, shorn of his golden rays, and crowned with 
blackened ones (symbolizing this loss) as the thorns; the other was the triumphant Messiah, 
mounted up to the summit of the arch of heaven, personated as the Lion of the tribe of Judah. In 
both instances he had the Cross; once in humiliation (as the son of copulation), and once holding it 
in his control, as the law of creation, he being Jehovah — in the scheme of the authors of dogmatic 
Christianity.  
 

For, as the same author shows further, John, Jesus and even Apollonius of Tyana were but 
epitomizers of the history of the Sun "under differences of aspect or condition." The explanation, he 
says, is simple enough, when it is considered that the names Jesus, Hebrew [JSH] and Apollonius, or 
Apollo, are alike names of the Sun in the heavens, and, necessarily, the history of the one, as to his 
travels through the signs, with the personifications of his sufferings, triumphs and miracles, could 
be but the history of the other, where there was a wide-spread, common method of describing 
those travels by personification.   
 

To the true follower of the SPIRIT OF TRUTH, it matters little, therefore, whether Jesus, as man and 
Chrestos, lived during the era called Christian, or before, or never lived at all. The Adepts, who lived 
and died for humanity, have existed in many and all the ages, and many were the good and holy 



men in antiquity who bore the surname or title of Chrestos1 before Jesus of Nazareth, otherwise 
Jesus (or Jehoshua) Ben Pandira was born.   
 

Therefore, one may be permitted to conclude, with good reason, that Jesus, or Jehoshua, was like 
Socrates, like Phocian, like Theodorus, and so many others surnamed Chrestos, i.e., the "good, the 
excellent," the gentle, and the holy Initiate, who showed the "way" to the Christos condition, and 
thus became himself "the Way" in the hearts of his enthusiastic admirers. The Christians, as all the 
"Hero-worshippers" have tried to throw into the background all the other Chrestoi, who have 
appeared to them as rivals of their Man-God. But if the voice of the MYSTERIES has become silent for 
many ages in the West, if Eleusis, Memphis, Antium, Delphi, and Cresa have long ago been made the 
tombs of a Science once as colossal in the West as it is yet in the East, there are successors now 
being prepared for them. We are in 1887 and the nineteenth century is close to its death. The 
twentieth century has strange developments in store for humanity, and may even be the last of its 
name. "     from The Esoteric Character of the Gospels, by H.P. Blavatsky 
 
 

A SOLARGRAPH OF THE SUN’S PATH 

 

The path of the sun between the June and December solstices2 
Courtesy of Ian Hennes in Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada  http://earthsky.org/earth/everything-you-need-to-know-december-solstice 

 
 
 
 

THE HIGHER LIFE 
 

Under this doctrine of unity and selflessness, the work of a Branch ought to 
be entered into by all the members with an unselfish spirit which will lead them to 
have patience with the weaker brethren, for a chain is no stronger than its weakest 
link, and therefore endeavor should be made to bring to the minds of the weakest 
the truths that the others see with less difficulty.     “Theosophical Study And Work” W.Q. Judge 

                                                      
1   “…Clemens must have known that Christos was "the WAY," while Chrestos was the lonely traveler journeying on to reach 
the ultimate goal through that "Path," which goal was Christos, the glorified Spirit of "TRUTH," the reunion with which 
makes the soul (the Son) ONE with the (Father) Spirit.  
 

“That Paul knew it, is certain, for his own expressions prove it. For what do the words…as given in the authorized translations, 
"I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you" mean, but what we give in its esoteric rendering, i.e., "until you find the 
Christos within yourselves as your only 'way'."           Eso Char of the Gospels 
 

2 for more on solstices and equinoxes see the article and diagrams in The Theosophical Movement, Sept 2006 “Astronomical 
Cycles, pt 1” p 372 http://www.ultindia.org/tm_magazine/TM%20Sep'2006.pdf  
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