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THE PATH 

 TO THE GOOD 

AND THE TRUE  

 

f inding the divine in man 

 
 

A SEMINAR AT THE UNITED LODGE OF THEOSOPHISTS, LONDON 
 

Saturday 17th June 2017 
 

3pm - 6.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEATURING THREE WORKSHOPS USING ORIGINAL THEOSOPHICAL TEXTS  

 

Man, as the beginning-less Pilgrim who ‘ever was,’ 
 

A history of the soul’s journey through the early races, 
 

Creating a new future for society and religion. 
 

FOLLOWED BY QUESTION & ANSWER PANELS  
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Workshop no. 1 
 

 
 

THE  BEGINNING-LESS  PILGRIM WHO EVER WAS 
 

 

“I myself never was not, nor thou, nor all the princes of the earth; 

nor shall we ever hereafter cease to be. As the lord of this mortal 

frame experienceth therein infancy, youth, and old age, so in 

future incarnations will it meet the same. One who is confirmed in 

this belief is not disturbed by anything that may come to pass.” 

Krishna in the “Bhagavad Gita” Chapter 2 

 

~ * ~ 

 
“Both I and thou have passed through many births, O harasser of thy foes! Mine are known unto 

me, but thou knowest not of thine… I produce myself among creatures, O son of Bharata, whenever 

there is a decline of virtue and an insurrection of vice and injustice in the world; and thus I incarnate 

from age to age for the preservation of the just, the destruction of the wicked, and the establishment 

of righteousness. Whoever, O Arjuna, knoweth my divine birth and actions to be even so doth not 

upon quitting his mortal frame enter into another, for he entereth into me.”     
                (Krishna in the “Bhagavad Gita” Ch. 4) 

 

 

"It is the Spiritual evolution of the inner, immortal man that forms the fundamental tenet in the Occult 

Sciences...the student has to believe (a)  in the ONE Universal Life, independent of matter... and (b)  in the 

individual intelligences that animate the various manifestations of this Principle."     
                  (H. P. Blavatsky, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 1, p. 634) 
 

"It is on the right comprehension of the primeval Evolution of Spirit-Matter and its real essence that the 

student has to depend for the further elucidation in his mind of the Occult Cosmogony, and for the only 

sure clue which can guide his subsequent studies."  
          (HPB, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 1, p. 277) 
 

"The ONE LIFE is closely related to the One Law, which governs the World of Being--KARMA...  

action," or rather "an effect-producing cause."...in its far-reaching moral effects.  It is the unerring LAW 

of RETRIBUTION."...eternal and immutable..."           
        (HPB, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 1, p. 634) 
 

"As regards the evolution of mankind, the Secret Doctrine postulates three new propositions, which stand 

in direct antagonism to modern science as well as to current religious dogmas: it teaches (a) the 

simultaneous evolution of seven human groups on seven different portions of our globe; (b) the birth of 

the astral, before the physical body: the former being a model for the latter; and (c) that man, in this 

Round, preceded every mammalian -- the anthropoids included -- in the animal kingdom."   
        (HPB, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 2, p. 1) 
 
What is human mind in its higher aspect, whence comes it, if it is not a portion of the essence — and, in 

some rare cases of incarnation, the very essence — of a higher Being: one from a higher and divine plane? 

Can man — a god in the animal form — be the product of Material Nature by evolution alone, even as is 

the animal, which differs from man in external shape, but by no means in the materials of its physical 

fabric, and is informed by the same, though undeveloped, Monad — seeing that the intellectual 
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potentialities of the two differ as the Sun does from the Glow-worm? And what is it that creates such 

difference, unless man is an animal plus a living god within his physical shell?”            
            (HPB, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 2, p. 81) 
 

"… the Universe, which manifests periodically, for purposes of the collective progress of the countless lives, 

the outbreathings of the One Life; in order that through the Ever-Becoming, every cosmic atom in this infinite 

Universe, passing from the formless and the intangible, through the mixed natures of the semi-terrestrial, 

down to matter in full generation, and then back again, reascending at each new period higher and nearer the 

final goal; that each atom, we say, may reach through individual merits and efforts that plane where it re-

becomes the one unconditioned ALL."             

                (HPB, "The Secret Doctrine" Vol. 1, p. 268) 

 

"The evolution of these seven great races covers many millions of years, and it must not be forgotten that 

when the new race is fully evolved the preceding race disappears, as the monads in it have been gradually 

reincarnated in the bodies of the new race. The present root-race to which we belong, no matter what the 

sub-race or family we may be in, is the fifth. It became a separate, distinct and completely-defined race 

about one million years ago, and has yet many more years to serve before the sixth will be ushered in. 

This fifth race includes also all the nations in Europe, as they together form a family race and are not to 

be divided off from each other."           

          (William Q. Judge, "Echoes from the Orient" p. 27-28) 
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Workshop no. 2 

 
A HISTORY OF THE SOUL’S JOURNEY 

THROUGH THE EARLY RACES. 
 

‘For the sake of the Soul alone, the Universe exists.’ 

 

Patanjali’s Yoga aphorisms, Book II, p. 26, Aph. 21 
 

~ * ~ 
 

The course of evolution developed the lower principles and produced at last the form of man with a brain 

of better and deeper capacity than that of any other animal. But this man in form was not man in mind, 

and needed the fifth principle, the thinking, perceiving one, to differentiate him from the animal kingdom 

and to confer the power of becoming self-conscious. The monad was imprisoned in these forms, and that 

monad is composed of Atma and Buddhi; for without the presence of the monad evolution could not go 

forward. Going back for a moment to the time when the races were devoid of mind, the question arises, 

‘‘who gave the mind, where did it come from, and what is it?’’ It is the link between the Spirit of God 

above and the personal below; it was given to the mindless monads by others who had gone all through 

this process ages upon ages before in other worlds and systems of worlds, and it therefore came from other 

evolutionary periods which were carried out and completed long before the solar system had begun. This 

is the theory, strange and unacceptable today, but which must be stated if we are to tell the truth about 

theosophy.               (W.Q.Judge, The Ocean of Theosophy, p. 53) 

 

[ HPB emphasises this in “The Secret Doctrine, ii 146”: ] 

“This is plain: the Humanity of the First Manvantara is that of the 

seventh and of all the intermediate ones. The mankind of the 

First Root-Race is the mankind of the second, third, fourth, fifth, 

etc. To the last it forms a cyclic and constant reincarnation of the 

Monads belonging to the Dhyan Chohans of our planetary chain. 
 

1. There are seven ROUNDS in every manvantara; this one is the 

Fourth, and we are in the Fifth Root-Race, at present. 

2. Each Root-Race has seven sub-races.  

3. Each sub-race has, in its turn, seven ramifications, which may 

be called Branch or "Family" races.  

4. The little tribes, shoots, and offshoots of the last-named are 

countless and depend on Karmic action.  

Examine the "genealogical tree" hereto appended, and you will understand. The illustration is purely 

diagrammatic, and is only intended to assist the reader in obtaining a slight grasp of the subject, amidst 

the confusion which exists between the terms which have been used at different times for the divisions of 

Humanity. It is also here attempted to express in figures but only within approximate limits, for the sake 

of comparison the duration of time through which it is possible to definitely distinguish one division from 

another. It would only lead to hopeless confusion if any attempt were made to give accurate periods of a 

few; for the Races, Sub-Races, down to their smallest ramifications, overlap and are entangled with each 

other (until it is nearly impossible to separate them). The human Race has been compared to a tree, and 

this serves admirably as an illustration.                (HPB, “The Secret Doctrine” ii 434) 
 

Both Egyptians and Greeks had their cycles, but in our opinion derived them from the Indian Sages. On 

the coming of the Christian era a heavy pall of darkness fell on the minds of men in the West, and India 

was for many centuries isolated so as to preserve these great ideas during the mental night of Europe. 

                (W.Q.Judge, The Ocean of Theosophy, p 124)  
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Workshop no. 3 
 

 

CREATING A NEW FUTURE FOR SOCIETY AND RELIGION 

A Fusion of the Old East and the Modern West  

 

"Having obtained the use of the inner senses, having conquered the 

desires of the outer senses, having conquered the desires of the 

individual soul, and having obtained knowledge, prepare now, O 

disciple, to enter upon the way in reality. The path is found: make 

yourself ready to tread it."  

"Light on the Path" p. 12-13 

 

~ * ~ 

"This movement has, among others, an object which should be borne in mind. It is the union of the West 

with the East, the revival in the East of those greatnesses which once were hers, the development in the 

West of that Occultism which is appropriate for it . . . The new era of Western Occultism definitely began 

in 1875 with the efforts of that noble woman who abandoned the body of that day not long ago. This does 

not mean that the Western Occultism is to be something wholly different from and opposed to what so 

many know, or think they know, as Eastern Occultism. … It has, as its mission, largely entrusted to the 

hands of the Theosophical Society, to furnish to the West that which it can never get from the East; to 

push forward and raise high on the circular path of evolution now rolling West, the light that lighteth every 

man who cometh into the world – the light of the true Self, who is the one true Master for every human 

being; all other Masters are but servants of that true One; in it all real Lodges have their union."   

                   (William Q. Judge, "Letters That Have Helped Me" p. 73-75) 

"In India, among the 150,000,000 Brahmins of every degree, one would not find 150 initiates, including 

the Yogis and Paramahamsas. … their temples have become cemeteries where lie the corpses of their once 

beautiful symbols and where reign supreme superstition and exploitation. If it were different, why would 

American Theosophists have gone to India? Why would have thousands of Brahmins entered The 

Theosophical Society eager to belong to a centre where they might encounter from time to time a true 

Mahatma of flesh and blood from the other side of the "great mountain"? . . . 

". . . it is not the "priesthood of India" that attempts to bring the Occident back to the ancient wisdom, but 

rather a few Occidentals from Europe-America who, led by their Karma to the happiness of knowing 

certain Adepts of the secret Himalayan Brotherhood, attempt, under the inspiration of these Masters, to 

lead the priesthood of India back to the primitive and divine esotericism."     

         (H. P. Blavatsky, "Misconceptions" article) 

"Now where is the wrong in knowing the fact, and in asserting that such an India of today, no matter how 

glorious it may have been 10,000 years ago, is not the teacher of the West. Rather is it that the West is to 

lead the reform and raise up the fallen country with all others. … The Theosophical movement was 

founded and flourishes in the West pre-eminently and under Western influence. It began in America, 

farthest West, started there by the Masters. A very pertinent question here is, why it was not begun in India 

if that country is the one of all we are to look to? Very evidently the beginning was made so far West 
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because, as so often stated by H.P.B., the next new race is to appear in the Americas, where already 

preparations in nature for the event are going on. This means that the center, the top, the force of the cyclic 

wave of evolution is in the West – including Europe and America – and all the observable facts support 

the contention. 

"This evolutionary wave is not a mere theoretical thing, but is a mass of revolving energy composed of 

human egos from all the ancient ages of the past. It cannot be stopped; it should not be hindered in any 

way. This is what makes the importance of the West. The Masters work scientifically, and not 

sentimentally or by hysterical impulse. Hence they take advantage of such a cyclic wave, well knowing 

that to have begun in the East would have been child’s play. They desired, one can see by viewing the 

history and the words from them of the last twenty years, the new and growing West to take from all the 

East whatever philosophy and metaphysics were needed; to assimilate them, to put them into practice; to 

change the whole social and economic order; and then react back, compulsorily, upon the East for its good 

and uplifting. … Let those who are not carried away by a mere name, who can calmly examine facts, see 

that the West is the advancing conqueror of human destiny; that the Eastern lands, both India and other 

places, are storehouses for the world, holding from the past treasures that the West alone can make avail 

of and teach the East how to use."           (W.Q.Judge, "The Truth about East and West" article) 

". . . the religion of the ancients is the religion of the future. A few centuries more, and there will linger 

no sectarian beliefs in either of the great religions of humanity. Brahmanism and Buddhism, Christianity 

and Mahometanism will all disappear before the mighty rush of facts. … But this can only come to pass 

when the world returns to the grand religion of the past; the knowledge of those majestic systems which 

preceded, by far, Brahmanism, and even the primitive monotheism of the ancient Chaldeans."  

         (HPB, "Isis Unveiled" Vol. 1, p. 613) 
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