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“To A New Society” 
the 3rd in a series of 4 seminars on 

“Finding the Path” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Therefore perform thou that which thou hast to do, at all times unmindful of the event; 

for the man who doeth that which he hath to do, without attachment to the result, 

obtaineth the Supreme. Even by action (King) Janaka1 and others attained perfection.”  
                   Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 3 p 25 

“The Chiefs want a “Brotherhood of Humanity,” a real Universal Fraternity started.”  Mahatma K.H. 

Introduction 

Is our civic society to become this real Universal Fraternity? It is an important question for human life will only 

really benefit after man learns how to healthily balance his desire for certain common resources with that of the 

brotherly welfare of all. These common resources are best used for the good of the many rather than for the 

pleasure or profit of an advantaged few, historically the nobility, kings and priesthoods but today their modern 

successors the large shareholders, financial traders and profit-takers. 

                                                           
1 Janaka (or Janak) was a king of Videha (N.E. India) in ~ 7th c. BCE. He is revered as an ideal example of non-
attachment to material possessions. As a king, he had access to luxuries and pleasures far beyond the ordinary, 
but his internal state was closer to that of a sadhu (a Jain & Hindu term for a mendicant or holy person who has 
renounced the worldly life, called also a sannyasi or vairagi.) Under this fair, just and enlightened ruler, Videha 
became a dominant political and cultural center of the Indian subcontinent. 
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However Theosophy is far from a simple material socialism2 and nor is it against private enterprise or innovation3 

which only becomes wrong through its exaggeration. Theosophy advocates an equal development of the 

material, intellectual and spiritual and when material progress so outweighs man’s ethical and truly cultural 

development and even holds them back then the case for reform and re-balancing, non-violently and 

intelligently, must be clearly and cogently made. 

For instance it is true now that in some western countries the supply of medicine, education, land, much of 

transport, protected housing, postal services, even water and air/space have been made commoditable goods 

whose main purpose is the financial well-being of the few rather than for the benefit of their users and recipients. 

So where do we want to go – and finding the answer – which reforms in society are we to champion? 

Let us turn to H.P.Blavatsky’s Five Messages to the American Theosophists as it presents many specifics for the 

path Western development. She speaks of the danger of the misuse of the emerging faculties developing in 

mankind during the times of our new cycle, the latent psychic powers that if well-guided will lead to a healthy 

and natural growth in man. For instance healthcare has seen a rapid growth of mind-control movements like 

Christian Science, Mind Cure and Metaphysical Healing all of which simply redirect Pranic energy – using the mind 

– and have nothing “spiritual” or “divine” in them; they only encourage the imposition of ones desires on others!  

“… (these) so-called sciences of “Healing” are being used to gain a livelihood. Soon… by the same process the 

minds of others can be influenced… (and) the one-time “healer” may be insensibly led on to use his power to 

acquire wealth or some other object…  This is one of the dangers of the new cycle, aggravated enormously by 

the pressure of competition and the struggle for existence.4 

“Happily new tendencies are also springing up, working to change the basis of men’s daily lives from selfishness 

to altruism. The Nationalist Movement5 is an application of Theosophy. But remember, all of you, that if 

Nationalism is an application of Theosophy, it is the latter which must ever stand first in your sight. Theosophy 

is indeed the life, the indwelling spirit which makes every true reform a vital reality, for Theosophy is Universal 

Brotherhood, the very foundation as well as the keystone of all movements toward the amelioration of our 

condition.”                     The Third Message, 1890.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

                                                           
2 Socialism is vesting the means of production, land and capital in the community as a whole. (Random House dict. 1966) 

3 One needs only to look at the 18th c. activities which that ambassador of the Theosophical Movement, Count St Germain, 
helped to develop and innovate, among them being the rapidly evolving industries of textiles and steam. 

4 The “Law of Attraction”, a modern and sadly too popular movement, is a bad practice, teaching the use psychic practices 
for personal gain, something that is absolutely and expressly forbidden in every true or white school of occult development. 

5 In 1888, a young Massachusetts writer named Edward Bellamy published a work of utopian fiction entitled Looking 
Backward, 2000-1887, telling the Rip Van Winkle-like tale of a 19th-century New England capitalist who awoke from a deep 
slumber to find a completely changed society in the far-distant year of 2000. In Bellamy's tale, a non-violent revolution had 
transformed the American economy and thereby society; private property had been abolished in favor of state ownership 
of capital and the elimination of social   classes and the ills of society that he thought inevitably followed from them. In the 
new world of the year 2000, there was no longer war, poverty, crime, prostitution, corruption, money, or taxes. 
Neither did there exist such occupations seen by Bellamy as of dubious worth to society, such as politicians, lawyers, 
merchants, or soldiers. 
Instead, Bellamy's utopian society of the future was based upon the voluntary employment of all citizens between the ages 
of 21 and 45, after which time all would retire. Work was simple, aided by machine production, working hours short and 
vacation time long. The new economic basis of society effectively remade human nature itself in Bellamy's idyllic vision, with 
greed, maliciousness, untruthfulness, and insanity all relegated to the past. 
This vision of American possibilities came as a clarion call to many American intellectuals, and Looking Backward proved to 
be a massive best-seller of the day. Within a year, the book had sold some 200,000 copies and by the end of the 19th century, 
it had sold more copies than any other book published in America outside of Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
Moreover, a new political movement spontaneously emerged, dedicated to making Bellamy's utopian vision a practical 
reality — the so-called "Nationalist Movement," based upon the organization of local "Nationalist Clubs."     
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalist_Clubs 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalist_Clubs
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Topic 1 
 

Philanthropic, religious  

 voluntary institutions 

 
We have but to keep that work, which we see to be the Real work, going through thick and through 

thin; then, whatever comes will be right, and we shall finally see the right results for All, for it is “All” 
that we are working for.  
 
Business has been defined as “a lot of useless activities which we have created and now bow down 
to and worship.” But there are some we know who are heretics in that direction, and I like these 
best. Well, the world we live in is governed by these very follies, and we are here to hold fast and 
get going a crop of better, finer ideas. 

 
The Friendly Philosopher - Letter 13 p. 163 

 
 
ENQUIRER. Yes; but I have heard you congratulate yourself at the ever-increasing number of the Agnostics and 
Atheists in our day, so that it appears that even people trained in the system you abuse so heartily do learn to 
think and reason for themselves.  
 
THEOSOPHIST. Yes; but it is rather owing to a healthy reaction from that system than due to it. We prefer 
immeasurably more in our Society Agnostics, and even rank Atheists, to bigots of whatever religion. An 
Agnostic's mind is ever opened to the truth; whereas the latter blinds the bigot like the sun does an owl. The 
best — i. e., the most truth-loving, philanthropic, and honest — of our Fellows were, and are, Agnostics and 
Atheists (disbelievers in a personal God). But there are no free-thinking boys and girls, and generally early 
training will leave its mark behind in the shape of a cramped and distorted mind. A proper and sane system of 
education should produce the most vigorous and liberal mind, strictly trained in logical and accurate thought, 
and not in blind faith. How can you ever expect good results, while you pervert the reasoning faculty of your 
children by bidding them believe in the miracles of the Bible on Sunday, while for the six other days of the week 
you teach them that such things are scientifically impossible?  
 
ENQUIRER. What would you have, then?  
 
THEOSOPHIST. If we had money, we would found schools which would turn out something else than reading 
and writing candidates for starvation. Children should above all be taught self-reliance, love for all men, altruism, 
mutual charity, and more than anything else, to think and reason for themselves. We would reduce the purely 
mechanical work of the memory to an absolute minimum, and devote the time to the development and training 
of the inner senses, faculties and latent capacities. We would endeavor to deal with each child as a unit, and to 
educate it so as to produce the most harmonious and equal unfoldment of its powers, in order that its special 
aptitudes should find their full natural development. We should aim at creating free men and women, free 
intellectually, free morally, unprejudiced in all respects, and above all things, unselfish. And we believe that much 
if not all of this could be obtained by proper and truly theosophical education.  
 

The Key to Theosophy Section 13 p. 270-271 
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ENQUIRER. Do you mean to suggest that neither the teachings of Buddha nor those of Christ have been 
heretofore rightly understood?  
 
THEOSOPHIST. What I mean is just as you say. Both Gospels, the Buddhist and the Christian, were preached with 
the same object in view. Both reformers were ardent philanthropists and practical altruists — preaching most 
unmistakably Socialism of the noblest and highest type, self-sacrifice to the bitter end. "Let the sins of the whole 
world fall upon me that I may relieve man's misery and suffering!" cries Buddha; . . . "I would not let one cry 
whom I could save!" exclaims the Prince-beggar, clad in the refuse rags of the burial-grounds. "Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest," is the appeal to the poor and the disinherited 
made by the "Man of Sorrows," who hath not where to lay his head. The teachings of both are boundless love 
for humanity, charity, forgiveness of injury, forgetfulness of self, and pity for the deluded masses; both show the 
same contempt for riches, and make no difference between meum and tuum. Their desire was, without revealing 
to all the sacred mysteries of initiation, to give the ignorant and the misled, whose burden in life was too heavy 
for them, hope enough and an inkling into the truth sufficient to support them in their heaviest hours. But the 
object of both Reformers was frustrated, owing to excess of zeal of their later followers. The words of the 
Masters having been misunderstood and misinterpreted, behold the consequences!  
 

The Key to Theosophy Section 5 p. 79 

 
As 1897-98 are not far off, the scientific men of today will have an opportunity of seeing whether the close of 
the five thousand year cycle will be preceded or followed by any convulsions or great changes political, scientific, 
or physical, or all of these combined. Cyclic changes are now proceeding as year after year the souls from prior 
civilizations are being incarnated in this period when liberty of thought and action are not so restricted in the 
West as they have been in the past by dogmatic religious prejudice and bigotry. And at the present time we are 
in a cycle of transition, when, as a transition period should indicate, everything in philosophy, religion, and society 
is changing. In a transition period the full and complete figures and rules respecting cycles are not given out to 
a generation which elevates money above all thoughts and scoffs at the spiritual view of man and nature.  
 

The Ocean of Theosophy - Chapter 14 p. 126 

 
Now, why do not these persons and all our members who are able to do so, take up the serious study of 
Mesmerism? Mesmerism has been called the Key to the Occult Sciences and it has this advantage that it offers 
peculiar opportunities for doing good to mankind. If in each of our branches we were able to establish a 
homeopathic dispensary with the addition of mesmeric healing, such as has already been done with great 
success in Bombay, we might contribute towards putting the science of medicine in this country on a sounder 
basis, and be the means of incalculable benefit to the people at large. 
 

Spiritual Progress – Article by H.P.B 
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Topic 2 
 

The Rights of Man 

and the Common Good 
 

Summary of the introductory talk 

 

The Rights of Man. Democracy / personal freedom an historical development – individual rights must be 

balanced by duty / service & responsibilities to society, oneself, family, community nation & world – 

development of collective consciousness as well as individual.  

The Common Good. “All for one & one for all” – each has a part to play in the great scheme of things – e.g. of 

the true caste system, mutually integrative & interdependent & supportive – one invisible thread / web connects 

all  e.g. of the organs of the body, which all work together for the good health of the whole body – a simple 

principle of mutual cooperation for the highest good of all – how to practise it ? The Golden Rule a sure formula 

for right relations, & foundation for the common good – “Love thy neighbour as thyself” – also the Ten 

Commandments as a basis for the harmonious operation of society. 

 

 

“Self-knowledge is of loving deeds the child.”     The Voice of the Silence  

“But he who having subdued all his passions performeth with his active faculties all the duties of life, 

unconcerned as to their result, is to be esteemed. Do thou perform the proper actions: action is superior to 

inaction.”         Bhagavad Gita, Ch3 p.23 

“It is better to do one’s own duty, even though it be devoid of excellence, than to perform another’s duty well. 

It is better to perish in the performance of one’s own duty; the duty of another is full of danger.”  

Bhagavad Gita, Ch3 p 27 

“The journey of thy mortal frame cannot be accomplished by inaction. All actions performed other than as 

sacrifice unto God make the actor bound by action. Abandon, then, O son of Kunti, all selfish motives, and in 

action perform thy duty for him alone.” 

Bhagavad Gita, Ch3  p 23 

“Therefore perform thou that which thou hast to do, at all times unmindful of the event; for the man who 

doeth that which he hath to do, without attachment to the result, obtaineth the Supreme.” Bhagavad Gita, Ch3 p 25 

“Theosophy is not a creed, it is the grace of God in one's life; the power of God in one's work; the peace of God 

in one's rest; the wisdom of God in one's heart; and the beauty of God in one's dealings with others.”  

A.L.S. Smythe, Canadian theosophist 
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“We cannot live for ourselves alone. Our lives are connected by a thousand invisible threads, and along these 

sympathetic fibres our actions run as causes and return to us as results.”  

Henry Miller 

“Can’t we see, then, that we can no more live separate and apart from all our brothers, than the heart, or 

stomach, or breath in our bodies can say, “I am all; I am separate from all the other motions in the body.” What 

would become of our body, if the heart should say, “I don’t care what becomes of the stomach.” Then, suppose 

the stomach should say, “I don’t care anything about the lungs; all I want is to be filled up and to get what I 

want.” What would happen if the brain should say, “I have no use for the body. I am the whole thing in this body, 

and I will just move on without being troubled with the rest of it that is always ailing and hindering my progress.” 

Do you think the stomach would be able to do its work very long, transforming the food into blood and bones 

and muscle? Do you think the heart would keep its rhythmic beat very long, driving the blood through the body? 

And how long would it take for such a brain to grow sick, itself? 

“We may call ourselves one small life or atom in the great Body of Life, and then it will be clear that when we  

injure any part of the same great Body, we do that injury to ourselves. Only, let us remember that it is what we 

do invisibly that harms the most; it is what we think and feel that helps or hinders.”   

The Eternal Verities  p 247 Robert Crosbie 

 

“There is an invisible chain that runs through each of us. This thread  connects us to those who came before us. 

We are, in a way, representatives of that chain that runs through time immemorial and it is our responsibility to 

build on what those who have come before have created. 

“At the pinnacle of love, existence is negated as a need; and what remains is a purity of vision and the wisdom 

to perceive all life forms with infinite compassion. Thus does love serve through an invisible thread that connects 

us all, not in subservience or conflict but in unity through divine harmony and grace.” 

Lance Kelly 

  



p 7 of 8 

Topic 3 
 

Free Expression, 

Tolerance, and the Rule of Law 
 

Freedom of expression 

Many countries have a long tradition of upholding democratic principles. In the UK an early time was when King 

John signed the Magna Carta Libertatum under pressure from his feudal Barons6. Since then the British way has 

aimed to avoid oppressive measures and uphold the rights of others’ freedoms, whether in expression of free 

speech and writing, to restricting the powers of the state so they are not invasive to the privacy of its citizens, 

or in the means of policing.7 

Freeing the common man from domination by others is a part of the Theosophical Movement’s work that 

cultivates spiritual aspiration and a sense of every soul’s own pilgrimage.  Master M wrote to A.P.Sinnett: 

“… the only thing we deplore is the sorrow of the world, which can only be cut off by the philosophy you were 

such a potent factor in bringing to the West, and which now other disciples are promulgating also. This is the 

age of the common people although you may not agree - but so it is - and as we see forces at work and gathering 

by you unseen, we must commend all efforts that give wide-spread notice to even one word of the philosophy.”   
An Old Message from the Master by W.Q.Judge. Nov. 1891 

Compare this to a view from HPB that balances it by also asking for reform among the upper classes: 

“Work, therefore, to bring about the moral regeneration of the cultured but far more immoral classes before 

you attempt to do the same for our ignorant younger Brethren.  The latter was undertaken years ago, and is 

carried on to this day, yet with no perceptible good results.  It is not evident that the reason for this lies in the 

fact that [except] for a few earnest, sincere and all-sacrificing workers in that field, the great majority of the 

volunteers consists of those same frivolous, ultra-selfish classes, who 'play at charity' and whose ideas of the 

amelioration of the physical and moral status of the poor are confined to the hobby that money and the Bible 

alone can do it." 
The Tidal Wave, HPB, Nov. 1889 

                                                           
6 The Magna Carta Libertatum in Latin is "the Great Charter of the Freedoms" and is an early political document: 
“King John, opinionated but weak, lost the popular support of his Barons after a failed invasion of France; they then made 
him sign this “great charter of freedoms.” Its three most important demands were (a) the right not to be subjected to more 
taxes without their agreement, (b) no free citizen was to be held by an officer of the court without being subject to (legal) 
scrutiny, (c) inalienable privileges for the nobles (their “Rights and Liberties”) – later to include the common people – not to 
be taken away by king or pope. 
“The Magna Carta as a cornerstone of European law: although transformed, the Magna Carta still forms the legal foundation of 
the UK, and with the Bill of Rights (1791) it became the basis for all the laws of the United States, the US Constitution drawing 
to a large extent on the Magna Carta. It wouldn't be an exaggeration to say the Magna Carta provided the basis for every 
declaration that created the conditions for increased civil liberties and rights at first in the British Isles, and later on in Europe. 
“The Magna Carta’s statement that the king is not able to impose any tax "unless by common counsel of our kingdom" calls 
to mind a similar political demand made in the 18th c. American War of Independence "No taxation without representation."”  
[Author Matthias von Hellfeld, editor Andreas Illmer at www.dw.com] 

7 The UK police don’t carry firearms, and have ‘no pursuit’ policy to young joy riders so they and others do not come to harm. 

http://www.dw.com/en/the-great-charter-of-freedoms-magna-carta-june-15-1215/a-4621342www.dw.com
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Transcendental freedom is the basis of all true freedom 

The way the philosophy is applied to social issues needs care and intelligence; solutions may start from 

realising the original causes were caused by a “denial of the Spirit within us. We deny it when we act as 

if we are our bodies, or our minds” (Robert Crosbie). We are not to act on the illusion we are separate 

from other beings; our bodies and minds are dependent on the health of all others. 

“Both Gospels, the Buddhist and the Christian, were preached with  the same object in view. Both 

reformers were ardent philanthropists and practical altruists―preaching most unmistakably Socialism 

of the noblest and highest type, self-sacrifice to the bitter end.” 
The Key to Theosophy by HPB 

"Unconcerned about politics; hostile to the insane dreams of Socialism and Communism, which it 

abhors―as both are but disguised conspiracies of brutal force and sluggishness against honest labour. 

The Society cares but little about the outward human management of the material world." 
What are the Theosophists? by HPB 

Tolerance of others and their cultures 

To achieve the proposed object (removing superstition and a “still more degrading brutal materialism”) a 

greater, wiser, and especially a more benevolent intermingling of the high and the low, the alpha and the omega 

of society, was determined upon.  

The white race must be the first to stretch out the hand of fellowship to the dark nations... This prospect may 

not smile for all, but he is no Theosophist who objects to this principle. In view of the ever-increasing triumph 

and at the same time misuse, of free thought and liberty… how is the combative natural instinct of man to be 

restrained from inflicting hitherto unheard-of cruelties and enormities, tyranny, injustice, if not through the 

soothing influence of Brotherhood, and of the practical application of Buddha’s esoteric doctrines? 
The Great Master’s Letter by The Maha Chohan 

Tolerance of the intellect 

(The editors of Lucifer) are witnesses to the absolute absence of bigotry, or arrogance of any kind in 

theosophy, the result of the divine beauty of the doctrines it preaches. For, as said, Theosophy allows 

a hearing and a fair chance to all. It deems no views -- if sincere -- entirely destitute of truth. It respects 

thinking men, to whatever class of thought they may belong. Ever ready to oppose ideas and views 

which can only create confusion without benefiting philosophy, it leaves their expounders personally 

to believe in whatever they please, and does justice to their ideas when they are good. Indeed, the 

conclusions or deductions of a philosophic writer may be entirely opposed to our views and the 

teachings we expound; yet his premises and statements of facts may be quite correct, and other 

people may profit by the adverse philosophy, even if we ourselves reject it, believing we have 

something higher and still nearer to the truth. 
What is Truth? by HPB 

The Rule of Law  

The first rule of our Society is to render unto Caesar what is Caesar's.         The Secret Doctrine, 1:296 by HPB 

On natural and man-made Law: Q. What is the meaning on page 2 (of the Ocean)—in speaking of “the 

rule of Law which is inherent in the whole”?  Ans. Law is not to be understood as something externally 

imposed upon us by any being or beings, but as due to our own ideas and actions as the creative 

sources and causes of the effects that we feel. Therefore Law is inherent in ourselves.    RC’s Ans to Questions 

Finis. 


