THE MYSTERY OF
ATLANTIS
Selections from the Secret Doctrine & Plato
The civilization of the Atlanteans was greater even than that of the Egyptians. It is
their degenerate descendants, the nation of Plato’s Atlantis, which built the first Pyramids
in the country, and that certainly before the advent of the “Eastern Æthiopians,” as
Herodotus calls the Egyptians. This maybe well inferred from the statement made by
Ammianus Marcellinus, who says of the Pyramids that “there are also subterranean
passages and winding retreats, which, it is said, men skilful in the ancient mysteries, by
means of which they divined the coming of a flood, constructed in different places lest
the memory of all their sacred ceremonies should be lost.” These men who “divined the
coming of floods” were not Egyptians who never had any, except the periodical rising of
the Nile. Who were they?
The last remnants of the Atlanteans, we maintain. Those races which are dimly suspected
by Science, and thinking of which Mr. Ch. Gould, the well-known geologist, says: “Can
we suppose that we have at all exhausted the great museum of nature? Have we, in fact,
penetrated yet beyond its antechambers? Does the written history of man, comprising a
few thousand years, embrace the whole course of his intelligent existence? Or have we in
the long mythical eras, extending over hundreds of thousands of years, and recorded in
the chronologies of Chaldea and of China, shadowy mementos of pre-historic man,
handed down by tradition, and perhaps transported by a few survivors to existing lands
from others, which, like the fabled (?) Atlantis of Plato, may have been submerged, or the
scene of some great catastrophe which destroyed them with all their civilization”
(“Mythical Monsters,” p. 19).
After this one can turn with more confidence to the words of a Master who wrote, several
years before these words were penned by Mr. Gould: — “The Fourth Race had its periods
of the highest civilization. Greek and Roman and even Egyptian civilizations are nothing
compared to the civilizations that began with the Third Race” — after its separation.
It is from the Fourth Race that the early Aryans got their knowledge of “the bundle of
wonderful things,” the Sabha and Mayasabha, mentioned in the Mahabhârata, the gift of
Mayâsur to the Pandavas. It is from them that they learnt aëronautics, Viwân Vidya (the
“knowledge of flying in air-vehicles”), and, therefore, their great arts of meteorography
and meteorology. It is from them, again, that the Aryans inherited their most valuable
science of the hidden virtues of precious and other stones, of chemistry, or rather
alchemy, of mineralogy, geology, physics and astronomy. Several times the writer has put
to herself the question : “Is the story of Exodus — in its details at least — as narrated in
the Old Testament original? Or is it, like the story of Moses himself and many others,
simply another version of the legends told of the Atlanteans?” For who, upon hearing the
story told of the latter, will fail to perceive the great similarity of the fundamental
features? The anger of “God” at the obduracy of Pharaoh, his command to the “chosen”

ones, to spoil the Egyptians, before departing, of their “jewels of silver and jewels of gold”
(Exod. xi.); and finally the Egyptians and their Pharaoh drowned in the Red Sea (xiv).
SD 2:249 and 2:426

The Lost City of Atlantis
Plato's description of the Atlantean metropolis
Plato describes the lost city of Atlantis in 'Timaeus' and 'Critias' and details
the layout of the land in and around this huge city. It gives an impression of
the vast wealth and heritage amongst the people.

At the center of the island, near the sea, was a plain, said to be the most beautiful and
fertile of all plains, and near the middle of this plain about fifty stades1 inland a hill of no
great size... There were two rings of land and three of sea, like cartwheels, with the island
at their center and equidistant from each other... in the center was a shrine sacred to
Poseidon and Cleito, surrounded by a golden wall through which entry was forbidden...
There was a temple to Poseidon himself, a stade in length, three hundred feet wide, and
proportionate in height, though somewhat outlandish in appearance. The outside of it was
covered all over in silver, except for the figures on the pediment which were covered with
gold... Round the temple were statues of all the original ten kings and their wives, and many
others dedicated by kings and private persons belonging to the city and its dominions...
[As well as the huge architectural knowledge the Atlantes seemed to possess, they also seem to be incredibly
advanced in terms of social structure and order, and had access to some superb natural resources.]

Two springs, hot and cold, provided an unlimited supply of water for appropriate purposes,
remarkable for its agreeable quality and excellence; and this they made available by
surrounding it with suitable buildings and plantations, leading some of it into basins in the
open air and some of it into covered hot baths for winter use.
Here separate accommodation was provided for royalty and commoners, and, again, for
women, for horses, and for other beasts of burden... The outflow they led into the grove of
Poseidon, which (because of the goodness of the soil) was full of trees of marvelous beauty
and height, and also channelled it to the outer ring-islands by aqueducts at the bridges.
On each of these ring islands they had built many temples for different gods, and many
gardens and areas for exercise, some for men and some for horses... Finally, there were
dockyards full of triremes and their equipment, all in good shape...
Beyond the three outer harbors there was a wall, beginning at the sea and running right
round in a circle, at a uniform distance of fifty stades from the largest ring and harbour
and returning in on itself at the mouth of the canal to the sea. This wall was densely built
up all round with houses and the canal and the large harbour were crowded with vast
numbers of merchant ships from all quarters, from which rose a constant din of shouting
and noise day and night.
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A stade is of uncertain length, the best estimate is 157 meters, or 10 to a mile.

