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The Wisdom ‘religion’ 
of the Past 

 

An historical view of past events provides answers to how modern religion may evolve. These 

pages teach the perennial Wisdom, based on the Great Law, the scientific and mathematical          

“Law of Ethical Causation” or KARMA, that underpins the ethics of a good and fulfilling life. 

Karma’s twin aspects of Justice and Compassion point to the true causes of happiness and 

suffering, for it is root causes, that when understood, lead to better and more truly meaningful lives 

and times, and the fullest expression and unfolding of the potentialities of Man and Nature. 

 

On Egypt’s ancestry  

… the secret records of [Egypt’s] hieroglyphics were carefully registered by the sacerdotal 

caste. These records still exist, though “not extant” for the general public, though perhaps the 

monuments may have passed away for ever out of human sight. Of forty-seven tombs of the 

kings, near Gornore, recorded by the Egyptian priests on their sacred registers, only seventeen 

were known to the public… 

We will add, furthermore, that the Arab-Christians, the monks, scattered around in their poor, 

desolate convents on the borderland of the great Lybian Desert, know of the existence of such 

unbetrayed relics. But they are Copts, sole remnants of the true Egyptian race, and the Copt 

predominating over the Christian monk in their natures, they keep silent; for what reason it is 

not for us to tell… they are held in great esteem by the Greek monks of Palestine; and there is a 

rumor current among the Christian pilgrims of Jerusalem, who throng the Holy Sepulchre at every 

Easter, that the holy fire from heaven will never descend so miraculously as when these monks 

of the desert are present to draw it down by their prayers.1        Isis Unveiled 2:403-4 

 

The Sciences of Egypt: Hermes Trismegistus and his Smaragdine Tablet; the Egyptian arts 

Tradition declares that on the dead body of Hermes, at Hebron, was found by an Isarim, an initiate, 

the tablet known as the Smaragdine (the Emerald Tablet). It contains, in a few sentences, the essence 

of the Hermetic wisdom. To those who read but with their bodily eyes, the precepts will suggest 

nothing new or extraordinary, for it merely begins by saying that it speaks not fictitious things, but 

that which is true and most certain.   

"What is below is like that which is above, and what is above is similar to that which is 

below to accomplish the wonders of one thing. (below reflects above & vice versa, so 

completing the Whole.) 

"As all things were produced by the mediation of one being, so all things were produced 

from this one by adaptation. (same potency is in all, but each manifests one of ITs aspects.) 

"Its father is the sun, its mother is the moon. (IT emanates as a potency, the Father SUN and 

Mother MOON, pairs of opposites.) 

"It is the cause of all perfection throughout the whole earth. (from evolution comes harmony.) 

                                                           
1 The Greek monks have this “miracle” performed for the “faithful” every year on Easter night. Thousands of pilgrims are 
there waiting with their tapers to light them at this sacred fire, which at the precise hour and when needed, descends 
from the chapel-vault and hovers about the sepulchre in tongues of fire until every one of the thousand pilgrims has 
lighted his wax taper at it. 
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"Its power is perfect if it is changed into earth. 

"Separate the earth from the fire, the subtile from the gross, acting prudently and with 

judgment. 

"Ascend with the greatest sagacity (knowledge) from the earth to heaven, and then 

descend again to earth (as teacher), and unite together the power of things inferior and 

superior; thus you will possess the light (wisdom) of the whole world, and all obscurity 

(ignorance) will fly away from you. 

"This thing has more fortitude than fortitude itself, because it will overcome every subtile 

thing and penetrate every solid thing.  (THAT is permanence, pervading all, animating all.) 

"By it the world was formed." (IT formed all beings.) 

This mysterious thing is the universal, magical agent, the astral light, which in the correlations of its 

forces furnishes the alkahest, the philosopher's stone, and the elixir of life. Hermetic philosophy 

names it Azoth, the soul of the world, the celestial virgin, the great Magnes, etc., etc.  

Physical science knows it as "heat, light, electricity, and magnetism"; but ignoring its spiritual 

properties and the occult potency contained in ether, rejects everything it ignores.  

~ 

All the ornamental arts seem to have been known to the Egyptians. Their jewelry of gold, silver, and 

precious stones are beautifully wrought; so was the cutting, polishing, and setting of them executed 

by their lapidaries in the finest style. The finger-ring of an Egyptian mummy — if we remember aright 

— was pronounced the most artistic piece of jewelry in the London Exhibition of 1851. Their imitation 

of precious stones in glass is far above anything done at the present day; and the emerald may be 

said to have been imitated to perfection.                                  Isis Unveiled  H. P. Blavatsky 507-8 & 537 

 

Jesus, a Rabbi who taught early Buddhism? 

In 20th and 21st century Western scholars have started to look more closely into the old religions 

of the past as long-hidden evidence has emerged. H.P.Blavatsky wrote a great deal on this period 

and we quote her penetrating vision into these times and on Jesus of Nazareth. She writes of him 

here as emissary of the Eastern Brotherhood: 

The motive of Jesus was evidently like that of Gautama-Buddha, to benefit humanity at 

large by producing a religious reform which should give it a religion of pure ethics; the true 

knowledge of God and nature having remained until then solely in the hands of the esoteric 

sects, and their adepts.      Isis 2:133 

Jesus gave, as the Buddha had done likewise 500 years before him, the same sublime ethics of 

justice, equality, non-violence and goodwill. 

… the secret doctrines of the Magi, of the pre-Vedic Buddhists, of the hierophants of the 

Egyptian Thoth or Hermes, and of the adepts of whatever age and nationality, including the 

Chaldean kabalists and the Jewish nazars, were identical from the beginning.         Isis 2:142 

Already some time before our era, the adepts, except in India, had ceased to congregate in 

large communities; but whether among the Essenes, or the Neoplatonists, or, again, among 

the innumerable struggling sects born but to die, the same doctrines, identical in substance 

and spirit, if not always in form, are encountered.       Isis 2:143 

The oldest Nazarenes, once led by John the Baptist, who while never being orthodox in the sight of 

the Pharisees, were “left unmolested” because of popular support for their prophet (Matt. xiv. 5)… 

The followers of Jesus… [the Essenes] were the converts of Buddhist missionaries who had 

overrun Egypt, Greece, and even Judea at one time, since the reign of Asoka the zealous 

propagandist; and while it is evidently to the Essenes that belongs the honor of having had 

the Nazarene reformer, Jesus, as a pupil, still the latter is found disagreeing with his early 



3 
 

 

teachers on several questions of formal observance. He cannot strictly be called an Essene… 

neither was he a nazar, or Nazaria of the older sect… He is the founder of the sect of the new 

nazars, and… a follower of the Buddhist doctrine.     Isis 2:132 

The motive of Jesus was evidently like that of Gautama-Buddha, to benefit humanity at large 

by producing a religious reform which should give it a religion of pure ethics.  Isis 2:133 

Jesus’ History and the Nag Hammadi Scrolls 

H.P. Blavatsky, the founder of the Theosophical Society, when asked how Adepts can help and 

guide humanity replied it was “chiefly by teaching their souls direct, in the spiritual world.” It is to 

give a right understanding of the meaning of life that…  

One of their number comes forth to teach the masses, and is handed down to tradition as the 

founder of a religion. Krishna was such a Master; so was Zoroaster; so were Buddha and 

Sankaracharya, the great sage of Southern India. So also was the Nazarene. He went forth against 

the counsel of the rest, to give to the masses before the time, moved by a great pity, and 

enthusiasm for humanity; he was warned that the time was unfavorable, but nevertheless he 

elected to go, and so was put to death at the instigation of the priests."       

       “A Meeting with HPB”  by Charles Johnston 

Now H. P. Blavatsky thought it was vital to show the 

grand old religions were a scientific knowledge of all 

nature and consciousness and she wrote extensively to 

make clear Jesus’ true place in what has now become 

a dramatic but chequered history. 

Academic scholars have during the last 50 years started 

to revise their views as old texts have come to light in an 

expected and timely way. A good example is the Coptic 

papyri2 discovered at Nag Hammadi in 1945, pictured right. 

 

 

 

This research, when put together with references from H P Blavatsky’s writings, deserves much 

more considered attention than it has yet had. 

The Nag Hammadi scrolls remain on-going work and who can guess where its conclusions will 

lead if impartial scholars marry it to what is given in the old wisdom of Theosophy. 

                                                           
2 The Nag Hammadi texts are early Christian and Gnostic texts discovered near the Red Sea. Of the fifty-two treatises 
most are Gnostic, the best-known is the Gospel of Thomas, but they include the Hermetica, the Egyptian-Greek magical 
dialogues of Hermes the "thrice-great" Trismegistus  with a disciple, and Plato's classic “The Republic” such was the 
vibrancy and wide-ranging learning of these early Christian mystic-occultists. 
The Nag Hammadi scrolls should not be confused with the Dead Sea or Qumran Scrolls in Israel – discovered just one year 
later – which are Jewish manuscripts from 200 BCE to 70 CE, probably written by the orthodox Essene and Nazorean 
followers, of whom Jesus was not one. 

One of the thirteen leather-bound papyrus codices 

buried in a sealed jar and found by a local farmer >  
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The great goal of men in 

those ancient times was, as 

sometimes now, to seek a true 

inner communion with their 

higher nature, the immortal 

Ego. Their system was one 

freed from dogmas and dead 

letter law very intentionally, 

thus becoming potent; it is 

one via which all sincere 

seekers will find a path to their  

divinity. There, in quiet open 

spaces, they found the 

wisdom and harmony that 

men still sense is possible, no 

matter how obscured by the 

Ages. 

The perennial Wisdom 

teaches such a divinity rests 

naturally and inherently in all 

peoples, and so it gives hope 

for its re-discovery. It shows the 

way, which is by the silent 

inspiration of a faithful heart 

and the quiet meditations of an inwardly directed gaze. It is all of mankind’s natural inheritance, 

the world over the same.  

 

A post-Christian era after 2,000 years? 

The foundation of religion being ethics, this editorial in a magazine edited by H.P.Blavatsky provides 

an answer to the question of how the Eastern Mahatmas viewed the ethics that Jesus attempted to 

give to the West: 

The position THEY give to Jesus, as far as we know, is that of a great and pure man, a 

reformer who would fain have lived but who had to die for that which he regarded as the 

greatest birth-right of man – absolute Liberty of conscience; of an adept who preached a 

universal Religion knowing of, and having no other “temple of God” but man himself; that 

of a noble teacher of esoteric truths which he had no time given to him to explain; that of 

an initiate who recognized no difference – save the moral one – between men; who 

rejected caste, and despised wealth; and who preferred death rather than to reveal the 

secrets of initiation. And who, finally, lived over a century before the year of our vulgar, so 

called, Christian era.                      “The Theosophist” July 1883 (emphasis added) 

 

Theosophical Glossary explains the significance of the dates of Jesus: 

N 

Ancient Egypt including Nag Hammadi. The Dead Sea is to the east. 

Courtesy of http://www.experience-ancient-egypt.com/ancient-egyptian-history/egyptian-pyramids/ancient-egypt-map 

 

 

http://www.experience-ancient-egypt.com/ancient-egyptian-history/egyptian-pyramids/ancient-egypt-map
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Ebionites (Heb.). Lit., “the poor”; the earliest sect of 

Jewish Christians, the other being the Nazarenes. They 

existed when the term “Christian” was not yet heard 

of. Many of the relations of Iassou (Jesus), the adept 

ascetic around whom the legend of Christ was formed, 

were among the Ebionites. As the existence of these 

mendicant ascetics can be traced at least a century 

earlier than chronological Christianity, it is an 

additional proof that Iassou or Jeshu lived during the 

reign of Alexander Jannæus3 at Lyd (or Lud), where he 

was put to death as stated in the Sepher Toldos Jeshu. 

 

Suppression of the Mystery Schools 

In Egypt we see flourishing many mystic groups, one being the Alexandrian Neo-Platonic 

School of Ammonius Saccas who founded it c. 200 BCE, and who was the teacher of great 

Plotinus. 

However along with others it was later 

suppressed by radical, nominal Christians, in what 

came to be known as the persecution of the 

innocents, their wise men. This occurred in Egypt as 

well as Palestine and elsewhere: 

Innocents. A nick-name given to the Initiates and 

Kabbalists before the Christian era. The 

“Innocents” of Bethlehem and of Lud (or Lydda) 

who were put to death by Alexander Janneus, to 

the number of several thousands (B.C. 100, or so), 

gave rise to the legend of the 40,000 innocent 

babes murdered by Herod while searching for the 

infant Jesus. The first is a little known historical 

fact, the second a fable, as sufficiently shown by 

Renan in his Vie de Jésus. 

       Theosophical Glossary HPB 

The return to a more rational and true religion in the 

future that has a more scientific and mystical insight is 

expected, with this qualification: 

A few centuries more, and there will linger no sectarian beliefs in either of the great 

religions of humanity. Brahmanism and Buddhism, Christianity and Mahometanism will all 

disappear before the mighty rush of facts.   

 

Jesus taught an Oriental Gnosis at his risk to life out of great love for humanity 

…belief in reincarnation has nothing in it that can militate against the teachings of Christ… 

the great Nazarene Adept distinctly taught it. So did Paul and the Synoptics, and nearly all 

                                                           
3 Alexander Jannaeus (d. 76 BC), king of Judaea, imposed his rule on the Palestinian coast and areas east of Jordan and 
the Dead Sea. He was an ally of the Sadducees and persecuted their opponents, the Pharisees. He was succeeded by his wife, 
Salome Alexandra, who reversed his pro-Sadducee policy.    Encyclopedia Britannica, 15th edition, 1981 

Temple columns in old Egypt’s Karnak 

 

Israel of today 
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the earliest Church Fathers, with scarcely an exception, accepted it, while some actually 

taught the doctrine.              On Pseudo-Theosophy, HPB Arts 3:172 

Jesus, the Adept we believe in, taught our Eastern doctrines, KARMA and REINCARNATION 

foremost of all. When the socalled Christians will have learnt to read the New Testament 

between the lines, their eyes will be opened and—they will see.                ibid 3:175 

An account by Charles Johnston4  of his interview with H P Blavatsky when he met her for 

the first time in London, in the Spring of 1887, is of interest. 

"Have the adepts any secret records of his life?"  

"They must have," she answered, "for they have records of the lives of all Initiates. Once I 

was in a great cave-temple in the Himalayan mountains, with my Master. There were many 

statues of adepts there; pointing to one of them, he said: 'This is he whom you call Jesus. 

We count him to be one of the greatest among us.' But that is not the only work of the 

adepts. At much shorter periods, they send forth a messenger to try to teach the world. Such 

a period comes in the last quarter of each century, and the Theosophical Society represents 

their work for this epoch."         “A Meeting with HPB” by Charles Johnston 

 

The early Christians “the Theosophists of those days” 

Shall the church-going reader feel very indignant if he is told that the Christians adopted 

the pagan way of worshipping in a temple, only during the reign of Diocletianus?5 Up to that 

period they had an insurmountable horror for altars and temples, and held them in 

abomination for the first 250 years of our era. These primitive Christians were Christians 

indeed; the moderns are more pagan than any ancient idolators. The former were 

the Theosophists of those days; (but) from IVth century they became Helleno-Judaic 

Gentiles6 minus the philosophy of the Neo-Platonists.   

         The Roots of Ritualism in Church and Masonry, HPB (emphasis added) 

When HPB was informed that certain scholars consider it erroneous to say that Jesus or the spiritual 

Teacher on whom “Jesus” is based lived “a century earlier” than is commonly believed, she responded: 

I say the scholars are either lying or talking nonsense. Our Masters affirm the statement. If 

the story of Jehoshua or Jesus Ben-Pandira is false, then the whole Talmud, the whole Jewish 

Canon is false. He was the disciple of Jehoshua Ben Perahiah, the fifth President of the 

Sanhedrin after Ezra who re-wrote the Bible. Compromised in the revolt of the Pharisees 

against Jannaeus in 105 B.C., he (Jehoshua Ben Parahiah) fled into Egypt carrying the young 

Jesus with him. This account is far truer than that of the New Testament which has no record 

in history.                  Theosophy: Some Rare Perspectives 47 

~ ~ ~ 

  

                                                           
4 Theosophical Forum (New York) for April, May, June and July 1900, reprinted in the Theosophical Movement, April 1964.  
A year after meeting HPB Charles Johnstone married her niece, Vera de Zhelihovsky. 
5 The Roman emperor from 284 to 305. 
6 A Gentile, those not of Jewish faith. 
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The Changing Face 
of  Religion 

 
 

“ALL men are apt to have a high conceit of their own understanding, and to be 

tenacious of the opinions they profess… and yet almost all men are guided by the 

understandings of others, not by their own; and may be said more truly to adopt, 

than to beget, their opinions.”                 The Secret Doctrine 1:647 

 

Reforming religion by the "Wisdom of the Ancients": not an impossible dream 

ENQUIRER: What was the object of this system (Theosophy)?  

THEOSOPHIST: First of all to inculcate certain great moral truths upon its disciples, and all those 

who were "lovers of truth." Hence the motto that was adopted by the Theosophical Society; "There 

is no religion higher than truth."  The chief aim of the Founders of the Eclectic Theosophical School 

was one of the three objects of its modern successor, the Theosophical Society, namely, to reconcile 

all religions, sects and nations under a common system of ethics, based on eternal verities.  

ENQUIRER: What have you to show that this is not an impossible dream; and that all the world's 

religions are based on the one and the same truth? 

THEOSOPHIST: Their comparative study and analysis. The "Wisdom-religion" was one in antiquity; 

and the sameness of primitive religious philosophy is proven to us by the identical doctrines taught 

to the Initiates during the MYSTERIES, an institution once universally diffused. "All the old worships 

indicate the existence of a single Theosophy anterior to them. The key that is to open one must 

open all; otherwise it cannot be the right key."             The Key to Theosophy, H.P.Blavatsky 

 

Theosophy must not represent merely a collection of moral verities, a bundle of metaphysical Ethics 

epitomized in theoretical dissertations. Theosophy must be made practical, and has, therefore, to 

be disencumbered of useless discussion . . . It has to find objective expression in an all-embracing 

code of life thoroughly impregnated with its spirit—the spirit of mutual tolerance, charity and love. 

Its followers have to set the example of a firmly outlined and as firmly applied morality before they 

get the right to point out, even in a spirit of kindness, the absence of a like ethic Unity and singleness 

of purpose in other associations and individuals. . .  

As said before—no Theosophist should blame a brother whether within or outside of the 

association, throw slur upon his actions or denounce him lest he should himself lose the right of 

being considered a theosophist. Ever turn away your gaze from the imperfections of your neighbour 

and centre rather your attention upon your own shortcomings in order to correct them and become 

wiser . . .  

Show not the disparity between claim and action in another man but—whether he be brother or 

neighbour—rather help him in his arduous walk in life . . . The problem of true theosophy and its 
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great mission is the working out of clear, unequivocal conceptions of ethic ideas and duties which 

would satisfy most and best the altruistic and right feeling in us.              

                       “Original Programme” Manuscript, CW VII, H.P.Blavatsky 

Be this as it may, the religion of the ancients is the religion of the future. A few centuries more, 

and there will linger no sectarian beliefs in either of the great religions of humanity.  Brahmanism 

and Buddhism, Christianity and Mahometanism will all disappear before the mighty rush of facts… 

“I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh,” writes the prophet Joel.  “Verily I say unto you . . . greater 

works than these shall you do,” promises Jesus. But this can only come to pass when the world 

returns to the grand religion of the past; the knowledge of those majestic systems which preceded, 

by far, Brahmanism, and even the primitive monotheism of the ancient Chaldeans. Meanwhile, we 

must remember the direct effects of the revealed mystery...’         Isis Unveiled by H.P.Blavatsky 

 

The Astronomical Influence on Cycles  

Taking as a starting point several astronomical references in Job, Bailly devised a very ingenious 

means of proving that the earliest founders of the science of the Zodiac belonged to an antediluvian, 

primitive people… Even accepting, for argument’s sake, his cautious 3700 years B.C. as the correct 

age of the science, this date proves in the most irrefutable way that it was not the Greeks who 

invented the Zodiac, for the simple reason that they did not yet exist as a nation thirty-seven 

centuries B.C...  

Bailly then calculated the period at which the constellations manifested the atmospheric influence 

called by Job “sweet influences of the Pleiades”† (in Hebrew, Chimah, see Job xxxviii. 31); of the 

Cesil (Orion); and that of the desert rains with reference to Scorpio, the eighth constellation; and 

found that in presence the eternal conformity of those divisions of the zodiac and names of the 

planets applied in the same order everywhere and always; and in presence of the impossibility of 

attributing it all to chance and coincidence, which never creates such similarities,” there must be 

allowed for the zodiac a great antiquity indeed.  

† The Pleiades as all know are the seven stars beyond the Bull, which appear at the beginning of 

spring. They have a very occult meaning in the Hindu esoteric philosophy, and are connected with 

sound and other mystic principles in Nature.                The Secret Doctrine, H.P.Blavatsky 

 

The celestial bodies are the cause of all that happens in this sublunary world; they act indirectly on 

human actions; but not all the effects produced by them are unavoidable...     Thomas Aquinas 

But with the pagans, with whom, as Coleridge has it—“. . . . . Time, cyclical time, was their 

abstraction of the Deity . .” that “Deity” manifesting co-ordinately with, and only through Karma, 

and being that KARMA-NEMESIS itself, the cycles meant something more than a mere succession of 

events, or a periodical space of time of more or less prolonged duration.  

For they were generally marked with recurrences of a more varied and intellectual character than are 

exhibited in the periodical return of seasons or of certain constellations. Modern wisdom is satisfied with 

astronomical computations and prophecies based on unerring mathematical laws. Ancient Wisdom added 

to the cold shell of astronomy the vivifying elements of its soul and spirit—ASTROLOGY.  

And, as the sidereal motions do regulate and determine other events on Earth—besides potatoes 

and the periodical disease of that useful vegetable…—those events have to be allowed to find 

themselves predetermined by even simple astronomical computations. Believers in astrology will 
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understand our meaning; sceptics will laugh at the belief and mock the idea. Thus they shut their 

eyes, ostrich-like, to their own fate.                   The Secret Doctrine, H.P.Blavatsky 

 

The Moral and Scientific Rationale of the Esoteric Arhat Doctrine 

What will fill the void of old religions? "...crass materialism will be the consequence and the 

result of centuries of blind faith, unless the loss of old ideals is replaced by other ideals, 

unassailable, because universal, and built on the rock of eternal truths, instead of the shifting 

sands of human fancy."                     The Esoteric Character of the Gospels, H P Blavatsky 

 

Occultism teaches us that ideas based upon fundamental truths move in the eternity in a circle, 

revolving around and filling the space within the circuit of the limits allotted to our globe and 

the planetary or solar system; that, not unlike Plato’s eternal, immutable essences, they 

pervade the sensible world, permeating the world of thought; and, that contrary to chemical 

affinities, they are attracted to, and assimilated by, homogeneous universals in certain brains 

exclusively the product of human mind, its thoughts and intuition; that in their perpetual flow 

they have their periods of intensity and activity, as their durations of morbid inactivity. During 

the former, and whenever a strong impulse is imparted on some given point of the globe to 

one of such fundamental truths, and a communion between kindred eternal essences is 

strongly established between a philosopher’s interior world of reflection and the exterior plane 

of ideas, then, cognate brains are affected on several points, and identical ideas will be 

generated and expression given to them often in almost identical terms. The correctness of 

this doctrine was often ascertained by modern occultists, and is once more shown as 

something above a mere plausible conjecture just at present. A correspondent of our 

contemporary, the Indian Mirror, writing from Italy (see issue of March 31, 1883), tells us that 

it has been his good fortune since he came to Florence; 

‘To meet with a gentleman from Philadelphia, in the United States who has written a work, 

entitled “The Religion of the Future,” which is still in manuscript. This gentleman, the author, 

was brought up as a Quaker, but would not be considered orthodox by that body now. His 

opinions have been modified so materially by his travels in England, Germany, and elsewhere, 

as to make him quite heretical.’ 

It is the brief summary of the manuscript of The Religion of the Future…  It is most probable 

that when The Religion of the Future is read in its completeness, there will be found more than 

one page and chapter, perchance, that will appear to the correctly-informed occultist as 

grotesque and heterodox. Yet though it may sin in its details, it is perfectly correct in its 

essential features as far as we understand it. Let our students of occult science judge. 

‘The peculiar tenet of The Religion of the Future is that Matter and Life are equally eternal and 

indestructible; that the Universal Life is the Supreme Being, not necessarily Omnipotent, but of 

powers infinitely transcending anything of which we have a conception on earth; that man, on 

becoming fitted for absorption by moral purity, is absorbed into this Universal Life or Supreme 

Being, being subject to frequent appearances on earth, until that moral purity is attained – and 

that the sum of all the experiences of the noblest of animated beings, from all parts of the 

Universe, is added constantly to the intelligence of the Universal Life.’  

We have italicized the most striking passages. Rendered in plain language and amplified, the 

Arhat esoteric doctrine teaches that  
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(1) “‘Matter and Life are equally eternal and indestructible,’ for—they are one and identical; 

the purely subjective—hence (for physical science) not unprovable and unverifiable— matter 

becoming the ONE life or what is generally termed ‘Spirit.’  

(2) The hypothetical deity (or God as a personal Being) as something unattainable by and 

incomprehensible to, logic and reason, being never speculated upon or taught—since occult 

science takes nothing on faith—is classified with the highest of abstractions, and perceived and 

accepted in what we call ‘UNIVERSAL LIFE.’  

(3) Omnipotent only through, and in conjunction with, the immutable, eternal Laws of Nature 

which are thus the basis upon which Life works, it is not ‘necessarily Omnipotent,’ per se. 

(4) That man is absorbed into, and becomes one with, the Universal Life, or Parabrahm, only after 

he is entirely purified, i.e., disenthralled from matter and gone beyond the sphere of sense—is a 

doctrine recognized alike by Buddhist, Hindu and other old Asiatic philosophies; as also  

(5) that man is ‘subject to frequent appearances on earth,’ until his double evolution—moral and 

physical—is achieved throughout the seven Rounds and he has reached the ultimate perfection. 

The latter doctrine is carefully explained by ‘Lay Chela’ in the later ‘Fragments of Occult Truth.’  

(6) And last, ‘the sum of all the experiences’ of man from all parts of the Universe, ‘is added 

constantly to the intelligence of the Universal Life’—means simply this fundamental doctrine 

of the Secret Science: ‘UNIVERSAL INTELLIGENCE is the sum total, or the aggregate of all the 

intelligences, past, present and future of the universe.’ It is the Ocean of Intelligence formed 

of countless drops of intelligences, which proceed from, and return to it.” 

The Religion of the Future, The Theosophist, May 1883, H.P.Blavatsky, CW 4:451 

 

Ethical, social and cultural aspects 

"To achieve the proposed object, a greater, wiser, and especially a more benevolent 

intermingling of the high and the low, the alpha and the omega of society, was determined 

upon."                The Great Master's Letter 

 

HPB writes with great care on the matter of the ethical and esoteric origins of Christianity as it is a 

sensitive and somewhat mysterious area, and no doubt the truth about this period will eventually 

come out, perhaps in the third volume of the Secret Doctrine which is said to contain details of 

many of the lives of great historical reformers and adepts. For now she has given enough to begin 

a transition to the “religion of the future”; her words are interesting and informative: 

The religion which the primitive teaching of the early few apostles most resembled – a 

religion preached by Jesus himself –... Buddhism. The latter as taught in its primitive purity, 

and carried to perfection by the last of the Buddhas, Gautama, based its moral ethics on 

three fundamental principles. It alleged that  

1, every thing existing, exists from natural causes;  

2, that virtue brings its own reward, and vice and sin their own punishment; and,  

3, that the state of man in this world is probationary.  

We might add that on these three principles rested the universal foundation of every 

religious creed; God, and individual immortality for every man – if he could but win it.  

                     Isis 2:123-4 

 


