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Editor’s note 
Welcome to the second edition of the newsletter written for students and 
associates of the United Lodge of Theosophists as a place to read, research 
and comment on theosophy’s seed ideas  and to re-examine the legacy that 
Robert Crosbie left to the ULT for the 20th and now, as it turns out, also the 
21st century.  

This edition starts with an article on Karma reproduced from the excellent 
Theosophical Movement  magazine of Mumbai, followed by a collation 
from Isis Unveiled   on the Nazarenes, Ebionites and early Gnostics who       
H. P. Blavatsky writes were “the Theosophists of their day.” Have these old 
souls waited 2,000 years for a change in the fortune of the times, will we 
witness among the seismic shifts in our social landscape a new form of religion 
and spirituality emerging as H. P. Blavatsky predicted in The Tidal Wave? 

We invite you to read and discuss the topics raised in the spirit of cooperation 
and a friendly search for Truth or “the Wisdom of Love”  as Robert Crosbie 
quoted his teacher HPB, “that can neither be recorded nor have any limits.” 

 
                    The Editors 

info@theosophy-ult.org.uk 

  

mailto:info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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Humour over conventionality in ending her letters 

My Memoirs will NEVER appear.                          Yours Tibetanly, 

                                                                                 H. P. BLAVATSKY. 
 

Letter XXXI to A. P. Sinnett, Adyar, Madras, 25 January 1884  
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Transcending the Law of Karma  
 

MAN may be looked upon as an “aggregate” of tendencies or attributes, 
also known as Skandhas,1 which constitutes the physical and mental individual, 
that we call Man. “There are five Skandhas or attributes in the Buddhist 
teachings: form or body, material qualities; sensation; abstract ideas; tendencies 
of mind; and mental powers.2 Of these we are formed; by them we are 
conscious of existence; and through them communicate with the world about us.” 

These skandhas accumulate from life to life and are also known as 
Karmic Germs. These are created by our thoughts and actions, and remain 
waiting at the threshold of Devachan (swarga), after death, maintaining a 
magnetic link with the Ego. At the time of birth the Ego will make a choice 
of the Skandhas, and depending on the set of Skandhas  chosen, the birth or 
the physical, mental, emotional and the moral constitution will be determined. 

This leads us to the fifteenth aphorism which states: “And until such 
appropriate instrument is found that karma related to it remains 
unexpended.” In the Bhagavad-gita  it is mentioned that our mental states are 
based on our moral states, so we need to be aware and work on our moral 
nature. We need to also keep in mind that the three qualities, i.e., sattva, rajas 
and tamas  which arise from nature, bind the soul to the body, by attachment 
of self to the qualities perceived. Hence, every person is attached to the 
physical existence through these three qualities in various proportions.  

Thus, every form in nature has its own peculiar qualities but the 
perception of these qualities depends on the nature of the perceiver. 
Therefore, in life we perceive each situation differently, and even the same 
situation is perceived differently by different people. Therefore, the highest 
path which leads to emancipation is the nonidentification with these 
qualities, since ahamkara creates in us a false sense of separateness which 
binds us to rebirth. We need to have an equal mind, i.e., vairagya  and engage 
only in necessary actions or duties, to surmount these qualities. 

                                                           

1 Also Vasanas or Samskaras. 
2 In Sanscrit: Rupa, Vedana, Sanna, Samkhara and Vinnana, the Pancha (Five) Skandhas. 
From the Key to Theosophy, p. 127. 
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In this manner only through non-attachment can the soul come out of pain 
and suffering. In other words, we need to raise our thoughts from the Kama-
manasic level to the higher level of Buddhi-manas. Moreover, we need to keep 
in mind the right performance of duty, in whichever station of life we maybe. 

Now as mentioned in the Bhagavad-gita, Dharma or duty means “the 
sacred Law,” the fulfilment of our karmic destiny through many 
incarnations. It is the working out and elimination of defects which have 
brought us to earth life under the conditions in which we find ourselves, 
which conditions we should feel and know to be the very opportunities 
needed for our further progress. 

Let us note that action can be performed on the physical, manasic or 
intellectual and emotional plane. It is our thoughts which feed the desires, 
and that forms the basis for action on various planes, and it is only through 
the mind that the effects of the actions can be received. We see here a 
complete cycle, a continuous loop. 

These three planes, the physical, mental and emotional, deal with the 
objects of sense perception, and are called the great battlefield of Karma. 
This is the real Kurukshetra. If we focus our mind and aspirations during our 
daily life on one particular plane, let us say, the physical, by indulgence in 
the sense-gratifications, then we see greater amount of energy being taken 
up on the physical plane, than on the other planes. This will cause the past 
karma to unfold itself on the physical plane. 

Similarly if we have altruistic motive and higher thoughts and related 
desires and aspirations, then we are detached from the plane of sense-
gratification and focused on the attainment of the highest ideal, and then the 
karma will not be completely channelized on the physical plane. In this 
manner, we can say that the karma is manifested only in harmony with the 
plane of desire. In the  second case the sense energy of the physical plane 
will exhaust itself on the higher plane and thus become transmuted in its 
effects. This leads to the 13th aphorism of karma which states: “The effects 
may be counteracted or mitigated by the thoughts and acts of one self or of 
another.” Thus, the effects of Karma can be changed. The destiny of our life 
is not pre-determined, it is not fixed. Man has free will and has full control 
over his current state and future state. We can have no attachment for 
anything that we do not think about. 
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The first step is to always focus our minds on the highest ideals and 
thoughts. The more our mind dwells on any action whether with pleasure or 
pain the less chance it has to become detached from such action. But on the 
other hand, if our mind loses interest in any object, then there will no longer 
be a link between the karma connected with that object and the individual. 
Thus, it is the attitude of the mind which draws the karmic cords around the 
soul. It is our free will or rather spiritual will with which we become our own 
saviours and transcend our karma. 

“Good karma is that which the ego requires and desires while bad karma 
is that which the ego neither desires nor requires.” Our body and surrounding 
are the best environments for the precipitation of karma. The lower 
kingdoms in nature depend on man for their progress and evolution, since it 
is man’s responsibility to so think and act as to aid the lower kingdoms to 
evolve. We constantly exchange lives and atoms from our body which are 
tainted by our thoughts and go to various lower kingdoms of nature, which 
affect nature and our fellow human beings, for good or ill. Similarly, we 
attract new set of atoms to ourselves, depending on the law of 
consubstantiality, which enable us to evolve or involve. 

To overcome or transcend karma does not mean escaping the 
consequences of karma, but to live in harmony with the Law of Karma, by 
enveloping our minds in higher thoughts. Shri Krishna says: “But for those 
who thinking of me as identical with all constantly worship me, I bear the 
burden of the responsibility of their happiness.” 

 

[ The second part of a two part article from The Theosophical Movement magazine, 
February 2018, page 18 www.ultindia.org/tm_magazine/TMFeb2018.pdf ] 
 

 ~  
 

“To know oneself is to be of sound mind” 
 

Delphic oracle tells us that to know ourselves is to become wise  (“Sophro-
syne” in Greek), the word having also the meaning ‘to be of sound mind.’ 

 

see The First Alcibiades  Plato, 129a and 133c  

http://www.ultindia.org/tm_magazine/TMFeb2018.pdf
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The Wisdom of Early Egypt & Palestine 
 

Here is given an historical view of past events that, when considered by the 
thoughtful and philosophical, may resonate with today’s re-surfacing of the 
perennial Wisdom of old. These pages outline how the Great Law, the scientific and 
mathematical rule of KARMA, the “Law of Ethical Causation” underpins ethics and 
is man’s guide to responsibility and the good conduct of his affairs. 

The motive of Jesus was evidently like that of Gautama-Buddha, to benefit 
humanity at large by producing a religious reform which should give it                       
a religion of pure ethics; the true knowledge of God and nature having remained 
until then solely in the hands of the esoteric sects, and their adepts.      Isis 2:133 

The twin ethical aspects of Justice and Compassion  in Karma is the perennial 
cure for the true causes of man’s warring spirit. It is a system demonstrated to be 
effective for the production of happier times by promoting learning and restraint and 
dispelling ignorance, the cause of two thirds of man’s suffering. 

In 20th and 21st century Western scholars have started to look more closely into 
the old religions of the past  as old long-hidden evidence has newly emerged.  

H. P. Blavatsky, the founder of the Theosophical Society,  wrote with penetrating 
vision on this period and on Jesus of Nazareth, who she says was one of the great 
but improperly understood emissaries of the Eastern Adept Brotherhood that passed 
on its sublime ethics of equality, non-violence and goodwill just as the Buddha did 
some 500 years before him. 

 

History and the Nag Hammadi Scrolls 

H.P. Blavatsky, when asked how Adepts can help and guide humanity, replied it 
was “chiefly by teaching their souls direct, in the spiritual world.” It is to give a right 
understanding of the meaning of life that…  

One of their number comes forth to teach the masses, and is handed down to 
tradition as the founder of a religion. Krishna was such a Master; so was 
Zoroaster; so were Buddha and Sankaracharya, the great sage of Southern India. 
So also was the Nazarene. He went forth against the counsel of the rest, to give 
to the masses before the time, moved by a great pity, and enthusiasm for 
humanity; he was warned that the time was unfavorable, but nevertheless he 
elected to go, and so was put to death at the instigation of the priests. . . ."  
          A Meeting with HPB  by Charles Johnston 
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The great goal of men in those ancient times was, as is sometimes now, to seek a true 
inner communion with their higher nature, the immortal Ego. Their system was one freed 
from dogmas and dead letter law very intentionally, thus becoming potent. It is one 
through which all sincere seekers will find a path to their  divinity. There, in quiet open 
spaces, they found that bliss and harmony that men still sense is possible, no matter how 
obscured by accretions of Ages. 

The perennial Wisdom Religion teaches such a divinity rests naturally and 
inherently in all natures, thus giving us the hope of its re-discovery. It shows the 
way is by the quiet inspiration of faithful hearts and the silent meditations of an 
inwardly directed gaze, and that it is all of mankind’s natural inheritance, the world 
over the same.  

Now  she thought  it was vital  to show 
what this “grand old religion” was – as a 
scientific knowledge of all nature and 
consciousness – so she wrote extensively to 
make clear Jesus’ true place in what has now 
become a dramatic but chequered history. 

Academic scholars have during the last 
50 years started to revise their views as old 
texts have come to light in an expected and 
timely way. A good example is the Coptic 
papyri discovered at Nag Hammadi in 
1945, pictured right. 

This research, when put together with 
references from her writings, deserves 
much more considered attention than it has yet had. 

The Nag Hammadi scrolls3 remain an on-going work and who can guess where 
its conclusions will lead if impartial scholars use their uncommon sense and marry 
it to what is given in Theosophy. 

 

                                                           

3 The Nag Hammadi texts are early Christian and Gnostic texts discovered near the Red Sea. 
Of the fifty-two treatises most are Gnostic, the best-known is the Gospel of Thomas  but they 
include the Hermetica, the Egyptian-Greek magical dialogues of Hermes the "thrice-great" 
Trismegistus  with a disciple, and Plato's classic “The Republic” such was the vibrancy and 
wide-ranging learning of these early Christian mystic-occultists. 
The Nag Hammadi scrolls should not be confused with the Dead Sea or Qumran Scrolls in Israel 
– discovered just one year later – which are Jewish manuscripts from 200 BCE to 70 CE, 
probably written by the orthodox Essene and Nazorean followers, of whom Jesus was not one. 

One of the thirteen leather-bound papyrus codices 
buried in a sealed jar and found by a local farmer. 
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A new era in spiritual affairs after 2,000 years 

The foundation of religion being ethics, the following editorial in a monthly 
magazine edited by H.P.Blavatsky provides an answer to the question of how the 
Eastern Mahatmas viewed the ethics that Jesus attempted to give to the West: 

The position THEY give to Jesus, as far as we know, is that of a great and 
pure man, a reformer who would fain have lived but who had to die for 
that which he regarded as the greatest birth-right of man – absolute Liberty 
of conscience; of an adept who preached a universal Religion knowing of, 
and having no other “temple of God” but man himself; that of a noble 
teacher of esoteric truths which he had no time given to him to explain; that 
of an initiate who recognized no difference – save the moral one – between 
men; who rejected caste, and despised wealth; and who preferred death 

N 

Map of old Egypt showing Nag Hammadi, Luxor (ancient Thebes) and Dendera. 
Courtesy of http://www.experience-ancient-egypt.com/ancient-egyptian-history/egyptian-pyramids/ancient-egypt-map 

 

http://www.experience-ancient-egypt.com/ancient-egyptian-history/egyptian-pyramids/ancient-egypt-map
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rather than to reveal the secrets of initiation. And who, finally, lived over 
a century before the year of our vulgar, so called, Christian era. 

      “The Theosophist” July 1883 (emphasis added) 

Theosophical Glossary explains the significance of the dates of Jesus: 

Ebionites (Heb.).  Lit.,  “the  poor”;  the  earliest  sect  of  Jewish  Christ-
ians, the  other  being  the  Nazarenes.  They  existed  when  the  term  
“Christian”  was not  yet  heard  of.  Many  of  the  relations  of  Iassou  
(Jesus),  the  adept  ascetic around whom the legend of Christ  was formed, 
were among the Ebionites. As the existence of these mendicant ascetics 
can be  traced  at  least  a  century  earlier  than  chronological  Christianity,  
it  is  an additional  proof  that  Iassou  or  Jeshu  lived  during  the  reign  
of  Alexander Jannæus4 at Lyd  (or  Lud),  where  he  was  put  to  death  
as  stated  in  the Sepher Toldos Jeshu. 

A description of this Jewish account is found in Isis Unveiled: 

… the Talmudist says, in substance, the following: Jesus was thrown in 
prison, and kept there forty days; then flogged as a seditious rebel; then 
stoned as a blasphemer in a place called Lud, and finally allowed to expire 
upon a cross. "All this," explains Levi, "because he revealed to the people 
the truths which they (the Pharisees) wished to bury for their own use. He 
had divined the occult theology of Israel, had compared it with the wisdom 
of Egypt, and found thereby the reason for a universal religious synthesis."       
                 Isis  2:202 

A similar description is given in The Esoteric Character of the Gospels,  

… Jesus, whether of Nazareth or 
Lud,* was a Chrestos, as undeniably 
as that he never was entitled to the 
appellation of Christos, during his 
life-time and before his first trial. 

* Lud, or Lydda. Reference is made 
here to the Rabbinical tradition in 
the Babylonian Gemara, call-
ed Sepher Toledoth Jeshu, about 
Jesus being the son of one named 
Pandira, and having lived a century 
earlier than the era called Christian, 
namely, during the reign of the 

                                                           

4 Alexander Jannaeus (d. 76 BC), king of Judaea, imposed his rule on the Palestinian coast 
and areas east of Jordan and the Dead Sea. He was an ally of the Sadducees and persecuted 
their opponents, the Pharisees. He was succeeded by his wife, Salome Alexandra, who reversed 
his pro-Sadducee policy.      Encyclopedia Britannica , 15th edition, 1981 

Israel of today 
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Jewish king Alexander Jannaeus and his wife Salome, who reigned from 
the year 106 to 79 B.C. Accused by the Jews of having learned the magic 
art in Egypt, and of having stolen from the Holy of Holies the 
Incommunicable Name, Jehoshua (Jesus) was put to death by the 
Sanhedrin5 at Lud. He was stoned and then crucified on a tree, on the eve 
of Passover. The narrative is ascribed to the Talmudistic authors 
of Sota and Sanhedrin, p. 19, Book of Zechiel. See Isis Unveiled, II 201. 

  The Esoteric Character of the Gospels, Part II, article by HPB  

On the Gospels, HPB says in the same article they were written in the secret 
coded mystery-language of the Tanaïm, the old Gnostic Initiates: 

A thick film of allegory and blinds, the “dark sayings” of fiction and 
parable, thus covers the original esoteric texts from which the New 
Testament––as now known––was compiled… 

Has it not been repeatedly stated that no human, mortal  brain could have 
invented the life of the Jewish Reformer, followed by the awful drama on 
Calvary? We say on the authority of the esoteric Eastern School, that all 
this came from the Gnostics.  

… the ancient Tanaïm, the Initiates from whom the wisdom of the Kabala 
(oral tradition) was obtained by the later Talmudists, had in their 
possession the secrets of the mystery-language, and it is in this language 
that the Gospels  were written.           
                   The Esoteric Character of the Gospels, HPB Arts. 3:197 

In Egypt we see flourishing many mystic groups, one being the Alexandrian Neo-
Platonic School of Ammonius Saccas who founded it c. 200 BCE.  

However along with others it was later suppressed in what came to be known as 
the persecution of the innocents, their wise men. This occurred in Egypt as well as 
Palestine and elsewhere: 

Innocents. A  nick-name  given  to  the  Initiates  and  Kabbalists  before  the 
Christian era. The “Innocents” of Bethlehem  and  of  Lud  (or  Lydda)  who  were 
put to death by Alexander Janneus, to the number of several  thousands  (B.C.  100,  
or  so),  gave  rise  to  the  legend  of  the  40,000 innocent  babes  murdered  by  Herod  
while  searching  for  the  infant  Jesus...                       Theosophical Glossary  HPB 
 

Esoteric and minority religious groups have periodically had to seek safe havens 
as changes swept through their lands. We will read here about it in ancient Egypt 
and Palestine at the start of the Christian era, but we see it happening today with the 

                                                           

5 The Sanhedrin: an assembly of 23 to 71 men appointed in every city in Israel. 
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Christian Copts, “the sole remnants 
of the true Egyptian race”6 at the 
hands of their Muslim countrymen. 

Religious intolerance is nothing 
new and has been indulged in 
almost without exception by all 
religions other than the possible 
exception of Buddhism. 

The return to a more rational 
and true religion in the future that 
has a more scientific and mystical 
insight is predicted as theology 
makes way for a more philo-
sophical and intelligent enquiry 
into the nature of man’s states of 
consciousness.7 

A few centuries more, and there 
will linger no sectarian beliefs in 
either of the great religions of 
humanity. Brahmanism and 
Buddhism, Christianity and 
Mahometanism will all disappear 
before the mighty rush of facts.    
 
Isis Unveiled  H.P.Blavatsky 1:613 

 

 

(to be continued)  

                                                           

6  The ancestry of Egypt is described in Isis Unveiled  2:403-4.  
7  An example of such enquiry is the work of the University of Virginia School of Medicine’s 
Division of Perceptual Studies founded by the late Dr. Ian Stevenson in 1967. It aims to 
conduct careful scientific research into phenomena which cannot be explained by accepted 
scientific theories on consciousness and its relationship to matter. The paranormal phenomena 
under investigation includes extrasensory perception (telepathy etc), apparitions and deathbed 
visions or after-death communications, poltergeists, near-death experiences (NDEs), out-of-
body experiences (OBEs), and claimed memories of previous lives. 
https://med.virginia.edu/perceptual-studies/who-we-are/dr-ian-stevenson  

Temple columns in old Egypt’s Karnak 

 

https://med.virginia.edu/perceptual-studies/who-we-are/dr-ian-stevenson


Winter 2017-18 Newsletter   17th February 2018     13 

Who was the Real “HPB”?  (continued from Issue 1) 
 

“As to HPB you cannot judge her by any 
rule. There is a great Adept there and he uses 
that body for His own purposes, both for use 
and trial of others.” 
 

A letter to a Theosophist 
by William Quan Judge 

 
“For the purpose of the theosophical work 
that body was an instrument used by one of 
the Masters, known as H.P.B.” 
 

Theosophical Quarterly 
October 1910, Archibald Keightley 

"My own view is that as an Occultist she was 
deliberate and purposeful every hour and in 
every event.  She was Dharma-pravin, knew not only what to say but also how to 
act. Her deeds were small and great yagnas, sacrifices. Holiness was in her heart. To 
my way of thinking she made no mistakes. The safe way to proceed is from the 
Teachings to the Teacher. No doubt H.P.B. baffles, but every time calm 
consideration reveals her as a Being of Light and Sacrifice, the Justice which is 
Mercy and Mercy ever just." 

Extracts from Unpublished Letters, Theosophical Movement magazine  B. P. Wadia 

“His saying that H.P.B. made mistakes is a pitiful attempt to drag her down to the 
level of his own ignorance. It might very well be that she (He) purposely laid herself 
open to a charge of errancy in unimportant things, in order to prevent dependence 
upon her “as a person,” but I for one do not believe that she made one single 
“mistake”; but that everything that she did was intentional, and with a beneficent 
end in view.              The Friendly Philosopher   p. 173 Robert Crosbie 
 
 
“Owing to certain expressions therein, the letter was stopped on its way by order of 
our Brother H.P.B. As you are not under my direct guidance but his, we have naught 
to say, either of us.…”      Old Diary Leaves, Letter from a Master to Col. Olcott   
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“Even as by study and application we are brought to the conclusion that in 
Theosophy is the greatest Message from the Masters that this race has ever received, 
even so are we forced to the unavoidable conclusion that in H. P. Blavatsky was 
incarnated, to the extent that the highest available form produced by the Race could 
endure, "That Great INITIATE OF ALL Whose Single Will Keeps This Whole 
Movement in Being."” 

"Masters and Their Message" #2, "Theosophy" Magazine  Vol. 2 No. 10 Robert Crosbie 

 

“Your vision that when you looked at HPB and saw no old woman but a God8 is 
correct. You were privileged to see the Truth – For the Being in that old body called 
H.P. Blavatsky is a mighty Adept working on his own plan in the world. And thus 
we do not need to go to Tibet or S. America to find the sort of Being so many wish 
to see. Yet having seen the reality better keep silent and work with that in view.  
 

For even did you go and tell Him you knew He was there he would smile while he 
waited for you to do something such as you could in your limited sphere. For flattery 
counts not and professions are worse than useless. But it is a great thing to see as 
much as you have, and a greater thing it will be if you do not doubt – for you may 
never see it again.”        Letter to James Morgan Pryse  William Quan Judge 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

                                                           

8
 A “God” in this sense is a highly evolved human being, Theosophy does not believe in a 

personal God as a replacement for the One Immutable Absolute. It logically postulates 
humanity’s infinite perfectibility in its development of endless degrees of perfection. This 
should not upset an advocate of Darwinian evolution as it “but justifies his hypothesis and 
extends its theatre” as William Q. Judge puts it in The Synthesis of Occult Science. 
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“The Etheric Body”: Dispelling New Superstitions 
 

Many people today have heard of an “etheric body” which  is similarly 
but rather confusingly like the astral body in terms of its nature and function. 
The cause of this discrepancy is that the “etheric body” is a later invention, 
it was never mentioned in the original teachings until its claimed discovery 
by apparent clairvoyant powers in the early 1900s.9  The writings of H. P. 
Blavatsky make no mention of a subtle body matching the description given 
to the etheric body by those who came later.10 

On the other hand, a certain theosophical leader in Adyar (on whom we 
have no wish to dwell but whose pseudo-psychic and unverifiable revelations 
about the etheric body are to be challenged so to preserve the truth) said it is 
an invisible sub-plane of the physical state. Whether this “etheric” state as he 
describes it ordinarily exists in physical matter has not been supported by 
verification of those outside his group of supporters, nor by the established 
testimony of the great Hindu, Buddhist or Western occult works. 

The primary method promoted by Theosophy – of independent 
verification by others – is missing. Fair and impartial researchers would have 
followed the scientific method, the one used by “countless generations of 
initiated seers and prophets” of the fraternity of Adepts, the Wise Men of the 
Fifth Race who spent many lives in learning: 

… by checking, testing, and verifying in every department of nature the 
traditions of old by the independent visions of great adepts. No vision of 
one adept was accepted till it was checked and confirmed by the visions 

                                                           

9  These writers were primarily the future President of the Adyar Theosophical Society, Annie 
Besant and another. 
10   Such as Alice Bailey who started Lucis Trust in 1922 and who claimed to receive 
‘telepathically dictated writings’ from DK, a certain “Tibetan Master.” However, any 
competent analysis of these writings shows it is most improbable they are from Djwal-Khul 
as they only very loosely imitate Theosophy, but introduce many conflicting  ideas… a most 
strange puzzle if this “DK” is who others claim him to be! One wonders what the real  Djwal-
Khul would think of it. 

Beside which, DK was not a full ‘Mahatma’ at the time of the original Theosophical writings, 
he is described as a chela of KH. HPB calls him “that hardly weaned infant” in letters to A. 
P. Sinnett, and both she and Damodar say he had taken only the first initiation. 
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– so obtained as to stand as independent evidence – of other adepts, and by 
centuries of experiences.                The Secret Doctrine 1:272 

The Ancient Wisdom is perennial because of this “uninterrupted record” 
of thousands of Seers, painstakingly filtered of personal biases and errors. 

The innovators of the 1900s had less respect for old disciplines and 
altered the definition of the astral body to make the “newly discovered” 
etheric body fit man’s inner constitution. During the same period they also 
revised the definitions of man’s other principles and planes of 
consciousness, referring to the etheric  body as the Linga Sharira (!)  which 
was always the Sanskrit term for the Astral Body only. 

These attempts at ‘improving’ the 
sound and verified classification of man’s 
principles have caused much confusion, the 
two systems being incomparable – apples 
to oranges – and no benefit has come from 
it, a mix up in the minds of the perceptive 
who naturally attempt to correlate original 
theosophy with its derivatives. 

In the Theosophical Movement efforts have been made clarify these 
confusions but they remain widespread. Thankfully they are easily avoided if one 
is faithful to Theosophy as presented by H.P. Blavatsky, the one who the real 
Masters behind the Movement referred to as "Our Direct Agent." 

 

THE ASTRAL IS CALLED THE ETHEREAL  (NOT THE ETHERIC) 

A similar term, the “ethereal body,” is occasionally used by HPB and 
W. Q. Judge. Looking at their references, one sees the “ethereal body” is 
simply a synonym – albeit a relatively infrequent one – for the “astral body” 
or the double. The ethereal body is always used in the same context as the 
astral which they correctly called in Sanskrit Linga Sharira. 

The meaning of ethereal is intended to show the astral body is of that 
nature, “ethereal” in its literal sense meaning insubstantial, airy, light, etc.  

The functions of the “astral body” or the Linga Sharira double are well 
documented and understood in ancient Hindu, Buddhist and other esoteric 
literature, which give it as:  

(a) the template of the physical, and  
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(b) the transmitter or vehicle of Kama, the personal man’s force of 
desire, and Prana, the life force. 

On the other hand there are no corroborating references to support the 
claim of an etheric  body, nor do its apparent functions fit easily into the 
well-established and coherent theosophical scheme which is self-consistent 
and without gaps or flaws. 

The differences between the human constitution taught in Theosophy 
and the Adyar-originated "Neo-Theosophy" are not just matters of different 
names but alterations in the actual definitions of man’s constitution and these 
have now spread to the Lucis Trust and so on into other New Age groups. 

HPB gave a timely warning of this in 1889: 

The terminology, introduced fifteen years ago in the T.S. is the true 
one. . . . This terminology could not be modified, at this hour, without the 
risk of introducing in Theosophical teachings a chaos as deplorable as it 
is dangerous for their clarity.          A Signal of Danger 

Students wishing to understand the ancient knowledge of the 1875 
Movement will lend an ear to this advice from HPB and form their own 
conclusions about soundness of later writing, however much is claimed for 
them! 

Analogy and correspondence are said to be some of the most reliable 
ways by which reasonable deductions can be made about natural phenomena 
and it is essential to double check them as one studies. It is good common 
sense not to accept anything on authority but to test to one’s own satisfaction 
what is reliable  (consistent and repeatable) and what is valid  (accurate and 
free of anomalies and contradictions), which are the accepted criteria in 
modern philosophy and science, but ones handed down long ago by the 
occultists. Their rigorous system was one of: 

“checking, testing, and verifying… by independent visions. No vision of 
one adept was accepted till it was checked and confirmed by… other 
adepts, and by centuries of experiences.”           The Secret Doctrine 1:272 

 

~ ~ ~  
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The ‘Energy of the Heart’ is better than Money 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS11 – It is now my duty to attempt to deal further with 

the subject of the Organized Life of the Theosophical Society…  

I think that you will believe Brother Wright12 that we have accomplished an 
enormous amount of work in eighteen years against most strenuous and bitter 
opposition. 

And it is the custom in America… to measure results by money. How could we 
have accomplished all this, how could we have printed all those books without 
printing presses, without paper, without salaries, without people to do the work, and 
that you think takes money? 

Perhaps you think we have a secret fund from which we have drawn some 
millions, laid away amongst the buried treasures of India, which one or two of us 
can draw from now and then, so as to enable us to do work which other bodies can 
accomplish only by the use of money. But it is not so. We have little money and 
never had much. 

We do not want it, do not expect it, and the day when we shall have a large fund 
and be able to collect $5,000,000 in imitation of Western missionary bodies will be 
the day when the Theosophical Society will die. 

It is not money that has done this. It is the energy of the human heart. These people 
who are here with me are only representatives of many, many persons all over the 
world who are willing to give their life, their energy, their time to a movement which 
they think will benefit man. They get nothing for it; they get no preference. 

What is it of honor to preside at a meeting like this? What is it for any person to 
be a member of a Branch? What is it to be the President of the Theosophical Society? 
Nothing at all. There is no honor in it whatever. There are no places, no salaries, 
nothing at all but work. 

The Organised Life of the TS  William Q Judge  

                                                           

11  Extracts from an address given by Mr. Judge at the Theosophical Congress at the 
Parliament of Religions, World's Fair, Chicago, in 1893. 
12  This may be a reference to Claude Falls Wright, a prominent early Theosophist and author 
of Modern Theosophy  for which W.Q. Judge wrote a complimentary review and the one to 
whom HPB wrote in his Voice of the Silence  “With the translator’s fraternal affections.” 
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‘From the Archives’ series: Incidents of ULT History 

in 1930s and 1960 (continued from Issue 1) 
 

The first issue contained a letter from B. P. Wadia to Joseph Fussell of the 
TS Point Loma replying to his approach seeking support for G. de Purucker's 
vision of "Theosophical Unity." 

Here is reproduced, from the same archives of the Bangalore ULT, a letter 
from John Garrigues in Los Angeles to B. P. Wadia in India, written on 
receiving BPW’s response to Fussell. 

These two ULT Associates were the closest of co-workers, said to be able 
to indistinguishably complete each other’s articles, yet they had some 
differences in their views on this: BPW took the open approach inviting future 
cooperation if the original principles13 were well-defined, agreed and made 
clear, while John Garrigues, as he writes here, considered that meaningful 
reform and a genuine coming together with shared aims seemed very far off. 

ULT Lodges face similar challenges today as they have in the past. 
Students, looking at whether anything changes in essence, can see repetitions 
of history such as the calls in 2016 from the ITC for “cross-pollination” in what 
looks like a wish to blend the Two Streams between the ULT and other TSs in 
the Movement into one.  

The article in November 2017 issue “One Teaching in Two Streams” (p 21) 
outlined that the approach of the ULT is not to accommodate views out of 
sympathy or accord, but to remain loyal to the methods, standards14 and 
teachings of the Masters’ Fraternity itself, a big ask but one of lasting value. 

                                                           

13  The principles that HPB daily taught and hourly practiced were “the aim and object of her 
life… to strike off the shackles forged by priestcraft for the mind of man” through no 
successorship, personal forgetfulness of self and untiring service, great modesty in forgoing 
titles and position (she was never more than Corresponding Secretary to the TS), and of similar 
teachings and metaphysics. Such is the royal road to peace, simplicity and unity that she showed 
and which Robert Crosbie echoed in forming the ULT with its similarly elegant Declaration. 
14 Such as standards of proof:  “No vision of one adept was accepted till it was checked and confirmed 
by the visions – so obtained as to stand as independent evidence – of other adepts, and by centuries of 
experiences. (The Secret Doctrine 1:272) Simple acceptance of another’s statements has little true 
place in the philosophy, no matter his stature or how impressive his perceptions. It is self-responsibility 
and self-determination that develop the intuition, the chief goal of the work. 
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Reply from John Garrigues to B.P. Wadia 

September 20, 1930 

Dear Bahman: … 

As we see it, your letter in itself is excellent, clear and definitive; and no 
one writing to these people could, as we think, possibly have done any better 
than you have done in your own communication of 17th August to Mr. 
Fussell. The problem for all of us, therefore, is not what you have written to 
them but whether it was judicious to have written Mr. Fussell at all other 
than a courteous acknowledgement of his two letters to you of the 8th and 
16th July. 

…as far as the United Lodge of Theosophists or the Theosophy Company 
is concerned, he would see from the pamphlet The United Lodge of 
Theosophists, Its Mission and Its Future,15 that all these (divergences) were 
foreseen and provision made for them in making provision for the purity, the 
solidarity and the continuity of the principles and modulus (manner, Ed.) 
underlying the foundation of the United Lodge of Theosophists. 

His (Fussell’s) attention was directed to the fact that the U.L.T. is not an 
organization, has no officers, no authorities, no laws, no regulations whereby 
any Lodge can bind or commit in any way either its own members or the 
members of any other Lodge; that the Declaration, and the Declaration alone, 
is the standard whereby each Associate and each U.L.T. determines by his 
or its own actions its fidelity to the Declaration; that those who are looking 
for a modulus and a basis can find it exactly where we found it and nowhere 
else, that is to say, in the teachings and example of H.P. Blavatsky and Wm. 
Q. Judge. 

...At San Francisco Mrs. Hampden, and other active Associates, were 
repeatedly approached.16  To all these approaches they gave a courteous 
hearing but in response confined themselves strictly, as I had done, to pointing 
out the Declaration of the U.L.T. and the principles laid down in the pamphlet 
"The United Lodge of Theosophists, Its Mission and Its Future".  

                                                           

 
15  The original 1923 edition, republished by the Theosophy Company Mumbai in 1943 and 2016. 
16  Point Loma Society members wished to engage ULT associates in its "fraternization" efforts. 
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...Now the point of all this, Bahman, to my mind is simply that if while 
you were a member of Mrs. Besant's Society, high in its councils, widely 
known throughout its lengths, loved and respected in every direction, you 
were unable to do any good in that Society so that you had to leave it – 
become yourself as they were or become supine – what can you, or we, or 
any other true Theosophist hope to accomplish with Dr. de Purucker and 
those affiliated with him? There is no more difference between Point Loma 
under Dr. de Purucker's leadership than the Besant Society with its numerous 
claimants to occult knowledge, occult power, occult authority, occult 
succession and occult messages from the Masters, from Mrs. Besant and 
Leadbeater on down. You know of your own knowledge the inside of Mrs. 
Besant's Society; so do we – Dr. de Purucker's organization, and Dr. de 
Purucker's methods and Dr. de Purucker's basis. What difference is there 
between Point Loma and Adyar? They are peas in the same pod. The only 
difference is in the size of the pea. 

Have you seen Dr. de Purucker's general letters sent out in rapid 
succession following the death of Mrs. Tingley? What good can come from 
any contact with a man, or with a Society, which makes, sponsors or accepts 
such statements as are contained in these several letters of Dr. de Purucker. 
He claims to have been visited by the two Masters; he claims his letters to 
be written by authority and, therefore, under the inspiration and approval of 
the Masters of H.P.B. he claims his whole present effort necessarily to be 
under that inspiration. If this is true, then the statements of H.P.B. … are a 
gross lie and caricature. If on the other hand H.P.B. was both honest and 
enlightened, then these de Purucker claims are neither the one nor the other. 
Whoso touches pitch shall be defiled, and this must be true regardless of who 
does the touching, since black no more than white makes any distinctions as 
to persons. 

What have we to do with all this? Our work is constructive. Let them go 
their own way until they themselves see that it is a crooked way, but let us 
pursue the straight and narrow Path, which, nevertheless, is wide enough as 
well as straight enough to accommodate all those who in sincerity seek the 
small Old Way. 

      [ signed John Garrigues ] 
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Correspondents’ Letters on Issue 1, November 2017 
a) Vegetarianism too liberally interpreted in ‘Ends and Means’ 

Hello dear Friends, and a Happy New Year ! 

Thanks for the "Theosophical Notes", and since commentaries are initiated, 
there could be plenty of them. Here are just three which I find most 
important: 

(a) I wonder who wrote the essay about "Ends and Means" with that very 
liberal interpretation of vegetarianism again. It is not a matter of feeling 
superior to meat eaters, but that it is an absolutely necessity if we take the 
path to enlightenment seriously according to occultism: 

“True there is no need of going absolutely to Tibet or India to find some 
knowledge and power – which are latent in every human soul – but the 
acquisition of the highest knowledge and power requires not only many 
years of the severest study enlightened by a superior intelligence and an 
audacity bent by no peril, but also as many years of retreat in comparative 
solitude, and association with but students pursuing the same object, in a 
locality where nature itself preserves like the neophyte an unbroken stillness 
if not silence, where the air is free for hundreds of miles around of all 
mephitic influence; the atmosphere and human magnetism absolutely pure 
and – no animal blood is spilt ...” 

   The Himalayan Brothers, Article, Collected Writings of H.P.Blavatsky 3:268 
 

… (another question follows in (b) below)  

Lots of love, light and good vibes to everybody, 
(signed by a friend of the Lodge, a good correspondent and regular student) 

Response: It is only fair to point out Mr Judge and Mr Crosbie presented a somewhat 
different attitude towards vegetarianism than did HPB. In her article Have Animals 
Souls? and in The Key to Theosophy  (p. 260-262) she presents a very pro-vegetarian 
view; for example: “when the flesh of animals is assimilated by man as food, it 
imparts to him, physiologically, some of the characteristics of the animal it came 
from… this effect on man is greatest from the flesh of the larger animals, less for 
birds, still less for fish and other cold-blooded animals, and least of all when he eats 
only vegetables.” But she goes on to add, “we never impose any hard-and-fast 
obligations in this respect… Remember once for all that in all such questions we 
take a rational, and never a fanatical, view of things. If from illness or long habit a 
man cannot go without meat, why, by all means let him eat it. It is no crime; it will 
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only retard his progress a little; for after all is said and done, the purely bodily actions 
and functions are of far less importance than what a man thinks and feels…” etc.  

While promoting a vegetarian diet she nevertheless states that to eat meat “is no 
crime” and that no dietary “obligations” are imposed upon students of Theosophy. 
To eat meat will “retard his progress” somewhat but by no means as much as the 
wrong type of thoughts, feelings, and desires. We find W. Q. Judge saying “…true 
theosophic diet… is that which best agrees with you, taken in moderation, neither 
too much nor too little… if you refrain from meat in order to develop your psychic 
powers and senses, and continue the same sort of thoughts you have always had… 
the vegetarianism is in vain…  So while we thus live we must eat, some of flesh and 
others of the vegetable. Neither class is wholly right or wrong.” (from Theosophic 
Diet  and About Killing Animals  by W. Q. Judge.) 

It can be seen in old ULT magazines that “The Theosophical Movement” under            
B. P. Wadia’s editorship tended to adopt a staunchly pro-vegetarian attitude whilst 
“Theosophy,” its American counterpart, took a less stringent approach, there is thus 
room for differing attitudes. In the quote provided from The Himalayan Brothers  
HPB is speaking of “the acquisition of the highest knowledge and power” which all 
can aspire and fit themselves to – as their great end in view – meanwhile making the 
best of the situation they find themselves in. 

While having no hard and fast rules, therefore not insisting on vegetarianism, many 
people in and outside spiritual movements are becoming vegans, and for very mixed 
reasons: at one end there may be a high altruistic desire to alleviate the suffering of 
animals, at the other a more pragmatic aim for better physical or financial health. 

The best is to eat the least animal flesh one can while at the same time and much 
importantly doing the very most one can to spread the knowledge of this wisdom 
which will bring in its charitable wake a natural reform of eating habits by the 
awakened strength of one’s voice of conscience, free of all coercion. 

 

b) Was the Absolute Once a Man? 

Editors: On p. 20 of the previous issue, Autumn 2017, we listed four of the most 
striking divergences in the teachings of G. de Purucker – accepted and promulgated 
today by both the Point Loma and Pasadena Theosophical Societies – the first of 
which was that “the Absolute was once a man who grew and evolved his way 
upwards to becoming the Absolute, albeit just one of many, since there are a plethora 
of Absolutes.” 

Our correspondent commented that: 
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“Purucker's interpretation of the Absolute is quite misrepresented (by the Editors of 
Nov 2017 Newsletter). He tracks down the etymological meaning to its source, how 
it is interpreted very liberally nowadays and the two ways in which HPB used it. In 
my view it is completely compatible with HPB’s Glossary.” 

A quote from the entry for “Absolute” in de Purucker’s Occult Glossary was given 
which says in part: 

“. . . Absolute, in European philosophy, is used somewhat loosely for the uncond-
itional or boundless infinitude. . . . Strictly speaking, absolute is a relative term.17     
It is the philosophic One or cosmic originant, but not the mystic zero or infinitude.18 
An absolute or a cosmic freed one  is not That (infinity), for infinity has no 
attributes: it is neither absolute nor nonabsolute, conscious nor unconscious, 
because all attributes and qualities belong to manifested and therefore noninfinite 

                                                           

17  This is far from being consistent with Esoteric metaphysics, being a close cousin to relativism. 
18 Emphasis in italics added. The Absolute as a “philosophic One” appears to put de 
Purucker’s self-confessed European philosophy  in a certain camp that considers the Absolute 
is not  infinite. We compare it to the universalist Theosophical viewpoint which is based on 
Absolute Being and Non-Being, as abstract and infinite. In Theosophical terms the 
“Philosophic One” is part of the three Logoi and cannot be the Absolute.  

This difficulty is a timely reminder that the 1875 Movement was the first to openly teach, 
outside the private schools of the gonpas and other select groups of initiated adepts, such high 
metaphysical knowledge as the Three Logoi? 

Now some of our readers have commented they feel genuinely that differences are best not 
discussed as they divert goodwill and attention from the beauty of the philosophy. In defence 
we say that at a certain stage of study – now reached by many readers – it is only through clarity 
that understanding can come, and that the bridges of such understanding do not come from “dull 
intellectual agreement” (Five Messages  below), but knowing where each stands, clearly and 
openly, on their beliefs and assumptions. Part of the beauty of this philosophy is in the closeness 
and accuracy of how well it reflects the wonders of great Nature in the Cosmos and thus in Man. 

Without that, shadows of uncertainty will undermine its symmetry and its appeal will be lost: 
part of the work is to continuously refine our conceptions, and without this errors will loom 
large. De Purucker’s admirers – and for 6o+ years they have numbered many good and serious 
students – may still insist that the Western European system is  akin to Theosophy, and if so 
we can note the disagreement and write about it so that many good students who contact ULT 
Lodges with such Qs need not remain perplexed and become a little better informed which 
system to follow. 

To hold out the hand of fraternity is something Mme Blavatsky wrote on to the Americans: 

“The Masters require only that each shall do his best, and, above all, that each shall 
strive in reality to feel himself one with his fellow workers. It is not a dull agreement on 
intellectual questions, or an impossible unanimity as to all details of work, that is needed; 
but a true, hearty, earnest devotion to our cause which will lead each to help his brother 
to the utmost of his power to work for that cause, whether or not we agree as to the 
exact method of carrying on that work.”                   The Five Messages, No 3 

So admirers of de Purucker’s doctrine, whether or not they change their views, will be 
welcomed to the Newsletter which, in the name of truth, will print all reasonable remarks. 
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beings and things. The boundless or infinite, in which exist innumerable absolutes,19 
includes the cognizer, the cognized, and the cognition, and is both matter and spirit, 
subject and object; all egos and non-egos are included within it. From the zero 
emanate an infinite number of cosmic Ones or monads. Every absolute is not only 
the hierarchy of its own hierarchy, the One from which all subsequent 
differentiations emanate, but is also a cosmic jivanmukta, a released monad freed 
from the pull of the lower planes. Every monad at the threshold of paranirvana 
reassumes its primeval essence and becomes at one with the absolute of its own 
hierarchy once more. The absolute is thus the goal of evolution as well as the source, 
the highest divinity or Silent Watcher of the hierarchy of compassion, which forms 
the light side of a universe or cosmic hierarchy.” 

If we turn to HPB’s Theosophical Glossary  we find no entry for “Absolute” but rather 
for “Absoluteness,” in which HPB writes 

“When predicated of the UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLE, it denotes an abstract noun, 
which is more correct and logical than to apply the adjective “absolute” to that 
which has neither attributes nor limitations, nor can IT have any.” 

So here HPB states that it is more accurate to speak of the Universal Divine Principle 
as “Absoluteness” rather than calling it “The Absolute.” Naturally, we leave it entirely 
to our readers to decide for themselves individually as to whether the various things 
said by HPB in all her writings regarding the Absolute and Absoluteness are indeed 
fully compatible with those of Purucker. We may quote further, however, from the 
latter’s own writings, in order to show more clearly what was his position and that our 
brief summary of it last issue was merely a paraphrasing of his own words: 

“. . . when a spirit, a monad, or a spiritual radical, has so grown in manifestation that 
it has first become a man, and is set free interiorly, inwardly, and from a man has 
become a planetary spirit or dhyan-chohan or lord of meditation, and has gone still 
higher to become interiorly a brahman, and from a brahman the Parabrahman for its 
hierarchy, then it is absolutely perfected, free, released . . . This is the Absolute: 
limited in comparison with things still more immense, still more sublime; but, so far 
as we can think of it, “released” or “freed” from the chains or bonds of material 
existence. . . . How did the Absolute become the Absolute? By chance? There is no 
chance. . . . Whence then came the Absolute, the supreme self or spirit, or 
Paramatman, of which we are sparks? By growth from within outwards; and from 
without inwards. It was once, in incalculable aeons gone by, a man.”  
            Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy, Chapter 15 

In the October 1932 issue of The Theosophical Forum, a Point Loma Society member 
writes that “G. de P. once and for all clears up – that there is no such thing as an 
Absolute, the term being necessarily relative and representing nothing but a 
convenient philosophical abstraction. He demonstrates with ease that there must be as 
many grades of Parabrahmans and Absolutes (being only actualities in a Universe 

                                                           

19 In the Nov. issue Master K.H. was quoted saying “We deny the absurd proposition that there can 
be, even in a boundless and eternal universe ― two infinite eternal and omni-present existences.”  
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made up of nothing but relativities) as there are different entities. He destroys the 
illusion that for all things large or small, high or low, there is an identical 
Parabrahman.” 

Many of our readers will be familiar with the name of William Kingsland, who was a 
personal pupil of HPB during her final years in London and a great defender of her 
name and memory following her departure. He was one of many Theosophists who 
publicly challenged and objected to Purucker’s declarations. In the January 1933 
Theosophical Forum, Purucker provided a response to Kingsland, and wrote: 

“I have given the teaching as it was taught to me, and as I happen to know it to be 
true, and I also know and positively affirm that it is of course identic with the 
teaching that H.P.B. gave, for both came from the same source. . . . I repeat that my 
teaching is exactly identical with H.P.B.’s . . . I fully recognize that H.P.B., 
following common custom, uses the word “Absolute” at times as a convenient 
verbal counter, but her meaning is exactly the same as that which I have given, 
leaving mere words aside . . . what she here taught [i.e. in the First Fundamental 
Proposition] is identic, to the dotting of the i’s, with what I have written and taught 
. . . Are we going to see the Theosophical Movement disgraced by quibbles about a 
word? I prefer my way, and I intend to use it, because I know that time and 
examination will prove me right, and because my use is exactly the essential 
meaning of H.P.B.” 

It is not hard to notice how repetitively insistent is Purucker on the supposed 
identicality between his and HPB’s teachings but it should be borne in mind that he 
never claimed that the notion of many Absolutes and the Absolute having once been 
a man is the fruit and conclusion of his own study and contemplation. Far from it; he 
asserts that this teaching was taught to him by the Masters and that his and HPB’s 
teachings “both came from the same source.” Further, he maintains “I happen to know  it 
to be true”, which is rather surprising in light of the extremely abstruse and ultra-
metaphysical nature of the subject – the Absolute according to HPB “transcending the 
power of human conception” and being “beyond the range and reach of thought.” 

On the “Theosophical Society – Pasadena” website is an article by E. A. Holmes titled 
“The Absolute Was Once A Man,” which tells us:  

“In the words of G. de Purucker: “the Absolute was once a man.” There you have 
the sweep of the plan — evolution from below the animalcule up to the Godhood, 
and even beyond. The Absolute was once a man. . . . If the Absolute was once a 
man, then the earth itself was once an atom in the body of that divine human being. 
. . . Thus do men become gods, and gods become worlds, and worlds become suns, 
and suns become universes, and universes in their infinitude make up the Absolute, 
who was once — a man.” 

Whether this is representative and in harmony with the teachings of H. P. Blavatsky is for 
each one to decide as the result of their own  careful study, rather than taking another’s 
word for it.  
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“There can be neither two INFINITES nor two ABSOLUTES in a Universe 
supposed to be Boundless.”                The Secret Doctrine 1:7 HPB 

“How can you give experience to that which is absolute? How is it possible to fall 
into such a philosophical error as that?”              The Secret Doctrine Dialogues  625 HPB  

“The ABSOLUTE is not to be defined, and no mortal or immortal has ever seen or 
comprehended it during the periods of Existence. The mutable cannot know the 
Immutable, nor can that which lives perceive Absolute Life.”    
                                The Secret Doctrine  2:34, excerpt from an esoteric commentary 

So for those deep but puzzled students, we trust there is a little more clarity. 

 

c) Keeping Good Lines 

Hearty congratulations to the editors of Theosophical Notes for delivering into the 
world this breath of fresh life, and platform for discussion and dissemination. Long 
may it thrive! 

Upon reading it, this student's first impulse was to comment upon the article entitled 
From the Archives: Incidents of ULT History in 1930s, in particular the reference 
made to the modern day incident mentioned therein, in which it seems the ITC has 
approached the London Lodge of ULT with the suggestion there should be a 'cross-
pollination' of teachings between the various branches of the Theosophical movement. 

A thought came to mind, which was, how can the truth be cross-pollinated with 
anything other than itself, without it being corrupted? Water cannot be mixed with any 
foreign substance without becoming tainted, nor can gold, nor any other pure and 
refined substance. 

Every other branch that proclaims to express Theosophical teachings is free to add to, 
and subtract from the original teachings in any way they see fit, for there is no law 
against that, no made-made law at any rate, all except for the ULT of course, for that 
body alone adheres to a declaration that enshrines the original form of the teachings, 
as first laid down by the founders of the movement. A shrill of revulsion was the result 
of contemplating the flower of the ULT becoming 'cross-pollinated' with abridged and 
reinterpreted versions of the teachings. 

But very soon in the wake of that shrill impulse, came a quiet calm, a certainty that no 
harm would befall the London Lodge of ULT, for those who serve there did not 
stumble there by chance.20 And even if harm should befall it, would truth itself be 

                                                           

20 It is generous of our correspondent to have faith in the London Lodge, however the Editors who 
study there do not feel themselves so well equipped not to err from time to time, often badly.  
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harmed? Would the teachings become tainted and lose their vitality? Or would new 
shoots spring up elsewhere, of the same pure variety as its parent bloom?21 

When this calm assurance settled into place, and the undulating lily resumed its 
tranquil stillness on the surface of the lake of this small drama, a phrase from that 
declaration then came to mind... The work it has on hand and the end it keeps in view 
are too absorbing and too lofty to leave it the time or inclination to take part in side 
issues. And it became clear, that this suggestion from the ITC was undoubtedly a side-
issue. One which should be given the attention it deserves, and then put from our 
minds, that our attention may return to the duty that lies before us. (from a ULT 
associate in the UK.) 

Response: It is not quite accurate that “the ITC has approached the London Lodge of 
ULT with the suggestion there should be a 'cross-pollination' of teachings between the 
various branches of the Theosophical movement” and we sincerely apologise if that 
was in any way implied in our previous issue. 

To clarify, at the annual international conference of the ITC, as also in its online and 
other work, the idea is presented that cross-pollination between the various branches 
or streams of the Movement be engaged in so as to help bring about a greater sense of 
unity and brotherhood and reduce feelings of division, conflict, or mistrust. 

We hope it is not the case that “cross-pollination” has been promoted with regard to 
teachings  but rather to the different branches, streams, or – as some call them – 
“traditions.” On the surface, therefore, this sounds positive and appealing enough, but 
a moment’s thought makes it apparent that it would be rather difficult for the ULT to 
host speakers from the Adyar, Point Loma, or Pasadena, Societies, without various 
problems arising. 

Take as an example the issue of the etheric body discussed in this issue on p 15. If a 
ULT Lodge invites a speaker from the Adyar Society to give a talk and the speaker 
turns out to be someone imbued with concepts from “Neo-Theosophy,” what will 
happen when they begin to tell the audience about the human constitution from the 
perspective of what they  believe is real Theosophy? Will the responsible ULT 
students decide to sit in silence and let it happen, rather than interrupt the talk and risk 
being misperceived as being unfriendly or dogmatic?  

Another circumstance could be for those coming to ULT meetings to hear HPB’s 
system then to get this other version of “Theosophy”! Would the ULT students then 
endeavour to offer clarifications and corrections once the talk is over, either with the 

                                                           

21 Indeed this seems ever to be Nature’s way, one which the Mahatmas are both Masters and 
servants of.  
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visiting speaker present or after he/she has gone? They would not wish to cause 
offence but a speaking out for truth demands something is done. 

If the ULT’s mission statement is to broadcast the Teachings of Theosophy from the 
writings of H. P. Blavatsky and William Q. Judge then such a scenario can hardly 
be in agreement with that. Possibly the ITC has precautions in place, such as only 
suggesting cross-pollinating ideas and research that reliably reflects what HPB and 
WQJ have written? If they would say something about their plans we could report it.  

But even if this is the case, the need of such precautions merely highlights the more 
pressing fact of such speakers being in the minority. We would hope to reassure our 
correspondent that his fears are premature and offer our thanks for his charmingly 
composed letter. 
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The Newsletter 

A home for commentary and research on the Theosophical Movement 

A free magazine for those who wish to know about the philosophy and its place in 
the contemporary world. It receives contributions from students in ULT Lodges in 
Europe, America and India and welcomes to its pages articles from all theosophists 
serving the movement as it was foreseen, irrespective of Theosophical organisation. 

It is intended for students as a place to read, research and comment on the seed ideas 
given to help us navigate these times with understanding, wisdom and charity, and 
also to provide a place to re-examine the legacy that Robert Crosbie left the ULT 
for the 20th and now, as it turns out, also the 21st century. 

It takes an interest in the history of all spiritual movements and gives brief reviews 
of new trends of importance. Research, questions and comments on Theosophy and 
its history are welcomed and – time allowing – will be replied to individually, and 
if of wide relevance or interest they will be included in the newsletter. 

All materials can be used freely under the BY creative commons licence. The 
Theosophy Company is not responsible for the individual opinions expressed in the 
Newsletter. Back numbers are available on www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/news 

For a free subscription by post, email the Editors info@theosophy-ult.org.uk  
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This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To 
view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 or send a letter 
to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.  All images and text 
in this book are in the Public Domain or have been created by the licensor. 
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To follow the “Attribution” license terms you must give appropriate credit, provide the above 
link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable 
manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use nor may you 
add any additional restrictions.   

http://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/news
mailto:info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Winter 2017-18 Newsletter   17th February 2018     31 

Publishing 
 

The Secret Doctrine Extracts  (2017) 

A new book designed for 
class study of the Secret 
Doctrine  as an 
introduction to this great 
ground-breaking work on 
Philosophy, Science              
and Religion. 

 

Contents: 

The Preface  
The Introductory 
The Proem 
The Stanzas of Dzyan and 
The Summing Up 

 

Also included is the 
diagram of the Evolution  
of Consciousness, from 
SD 1:200 with notes by 
WQJ on its interpretation. 

Bound with an easy open, lay-flat binding and hard wearing scuff-free cover. 

The PDF is in the electronic Library. The paperback is £5.00 +P&P and 
available from the London Lodge or online at Abe Books.  

http://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/secret-doctrine-extracts-vol-1/
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=22686219859&searchurl=tn%3Dsecret%2Bdoctrine%2Bextracts%26sortby%3D17&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title1
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Bridges over water, No. 2 

The 300 ft 
Sumatakyo 
suspension 
foot bridge 

 

Called the 
“bridge of (good) 
dreams”  for 
those with nerve, 
but for others of 
“bad dreams” 
from the fear of 
crossing it, not-
withstanding the 
natural beauty of 
its surroundings 
in Shizuoka’s 
“hidden region.”  

 

 

 

Southern Alps, 
Japan, in an area 
nearby to the 
fabled volcano of 
Mount Fuji. 
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