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Editor’s note
The earliest Eastern ideas from central Asia influenced the home of the
West’s future civilisations – Egypt, Greece and later Palestine – during many
millennia BCE. An interesting example from the esoteric records of 3,000 BCE
show Orpheus-Arjuna, Krishna’s successful chela, coming to Greece from India,
via Egypt. The article on p. 8 “The Wisdom of Early Egypt & Palestine”
(continued from the last number) looks again at the period 600 to 100 BCE,
which will also be continued in the next edition and the September Seminar in
London UK. The value of examining the spiritual revival and exploration of this
period comes from a statement in Isis Unveiled that “the religion of the ancients
will be the religion of the future.” IU 1:613
In “Self-Examination, the Path to Renewal” is illustrated the timeless
journey of spiritual self-discovery as the way par excellence to renew the
individual, together with the body and soul of humanity as a whole.
Robert Crosbie wrote that if a much-needed bridge can to be thrown across
the abyss of religious creeds and scientific materialism, it is only a broad
“Theosophical arch” that can do it. Bridges serve to unite the dis-parate and
separated, but to last long they require solid foundations of depth and structural
integrity. Hence the first of a series of short articles on Original Theosophy and
Later Versions starts on p 15.
Lastly this welcomes warmly metaphysics and spirituality in ecology, as
described in a new book “Deep Philosophy Deep Ecology” on p 30.
The Editors
info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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The straightforwardness of H. P. Blavatsky

She ends a letter to A. P. Sinnett defending Olcott against his criticism:
My love to Mrs. Sinnett, and to yourself if you accept it.
Yours ever, faithfully but never SERVILELY.
H. P. BLAVATSKY.
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SELF-EXAMINATION, THE PATH TO RENEWAL
To learn who we are – through mindfulness and self-examination –
is to start to know oneself. To know the Self is to know the Universe.

IF WE wish to be better human beings then we must introduce into our lives the
exercise of self-examination. We all desire happiness and aspire to do the right but we
do not examine ourselves, our ideas, thoughts, motives and habits. We never face
ourselves squarely, but rely mostly on the evaluation and opinion of others around us,
and feel that we are rather nice people. But as Professor Lewis puts it, from being “nice”
people, we have to become “new” human beings. In bringing about this change selfexamination is very essential. “Whether vicious or virtuous, those who do not examine
themselves, their motives and ideas, their methods and habits, are like animals. They
may live like angry tigers or happy sparrows, but they do not grow, they do not
progress.” (The Theosophical Movement, April 1932)
What is self-examination? It is examination of the lower, personal self by the Higher
and Impersonal Self. Nature compels us to examine the whole of our life at the time of
death. We then see, in full detail, the pictures of our whole life-process. Likewise, we
must undertake self-examination at the end of the day, and review not only the events
of every day, but also our thoughts, feelings, words and actions, without trying to
explain away our mistakes and blunders. We must note our good points and weak points,
and resolve to strengthen the good and eliminate the weaknesses. Some people begin
with the first hour in the morning and proceed till they reach the last hour. Others reverse
the process. They begin with the last act and go backwards.
While we do undertake self-examination at the end of the day, we need to practice
awareness throughout the day, otherwise, when we sit down for self-examination, we
may not remember much. There has to be withdrawal from time to time to reflect on
major incidents, and our own reaction, emotion and attitude. At one level, mindfulness
enables us to become aware of our mental processes: what makes us angry and why,
and how best we can overcome anger by preparing ourselves for a similar situation in
the future.
Each one of us passes through many experiences in life. Often we hear people say,
“How do I know what I had to learn from this experience?” In order to learn our lessons
in life self-introspection or self-examination is very essential. We go through life like
we go through books. There are voracious readers who read many books, but
superficially, indiscriminately accepting and rejecting the thoughts therein presented.

So also, most of us pass through experiences presented by life, without reflecting on
them and using them as opportunities to learn the lessons.
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However, there might be instances in which we are not quite sure whether we did
right or wrong. Or, it may also happen that we might feel very sure that we were right,
but later on find that we were wrong. Hence, it is very important that there should be a
basis for justifying or criticizing ourselves . Instead of pleading on behalf of our lower
self, justifying its every misdeed, we must be our own impartial judges. To be a good
judge, who judges impartially and correctly, we must have knowledge.
It is important therefore to study and understand the laws of life, ethics and morals,
as also to cultivate discrimination and detachment. We are asked to do self-examination
in the light of the Paramitas or Transcendental Virtues, and in the light of the Higher
Self, as otherwise we would not have any yardstick for judging good and bad. Often
there is a terrible sense of guilt for wrong action. In such a case we can take the position
of an observer and allow our Higher Self to be the judge, jury, witness and executioner.
We must take Universal Ethics as our basis of judgement and not social morality or
what may have worked for a few individuals. For instance, some people will not spoil
their relationship with the others on the premise that “you never know when you may
1
need the help of another.” Such a basis is limited and selfish, as against maintaining of
human relations on the basis of UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD.
As we progress, the evil in us assumes subtle forms, difficult to detect. We may not
hate or be obviously envious or jealous. But if we feel irritated because someone speaks
in a certain way or dresses or looks the way they do, it indicates hatred at a subtle level.
Light on the Path points out that the vices of the ordinary man pass through a subtle
transformation and reappear with changed aspect in the heart of the disciple. They
would go unnoticed, if we are not vigilant. As Gandhiji writes, we may not steal, but if
we possess that which we are not in need of, we are like a thief.
Moreover, it is not just our vices that we need to be aware of, but also the
genuineness of our virtues and feelings, and our motive behind the actions. One of
China’s great teachers, Mencius, says:
If a man love others and that love is not returned, let him examine himself
as to his love for others. If he rules others, but his government is not successful,
let him examine himself as to his wisdom. If he is polite to others but t hey
impolite to him, let him examine himself as to his real respect for them. When

1

The letter whose ending is quoted on page 3 at the start is an example of how H. P. Blavatsky
wrote with both frankness – to create a deep, not superficial understanding – and also concern for
her correspondent that he may reflect well and examine his actions:
“Of my friendship and gratitude for you and for what you have done you cannot doubt. But I
would consider myself the meanest of creatures to read how you lower down poor Olcott—whose
shoes none of your most cultured theosophists is worthy to untie—and not to tell you what I think
of it. I say you are unjust and unfair. You always forget our penniless position…
from The Letters of H. P. Blavatsky to A. P. Sinnett, T.Fisher Unwin Ltd, London 1925, Letter XXVII, p 61.
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by what we do, we do not achieve our aim, we must examine ourselves at every
point.

As the exercise of self-examination is continued day after day, it becomes
important also to examine if we are making any genuine effort to deal with our
weaknesses and faults. As Seneca puts it,
We should every night call ourselves to an account: what infirmity have I mastered
today? What passion opposed? What temptation resisted? Our vices will abate of
themselves if they be brought every day to the shrift.

It is not easy to accept calmly our many faults and weaknesses. Unless a certain
amount of detachment is cultivated, and the position of drashta or witness is assumed,
the exercise of self-examination can result in fear and even depression because it brings
to our attention bad tendencies and objectionable habits. We need not be depressed, but
in fact feel happy that we have now become aware of the kind of individual we are.

Also, it is essential to study other human hearts to become aware of the evil and good
in a human heart in its wider range, so that we are not thrown off balance or thrown into
despair at discovering evil in us. As Light on the Path says, “It is something of a staff
to lean on to know that others have gone on that road.” Thus, if it becomes obvious
during self-examination of many days that we are greedy or that we pretend most of the
time, then let us take heart that that weakness or fault is not the whole of me. “I” am
greater and more powerful than that fault and can rise above it.
It is always recommended that no self-examination should end with the noting of
the foibles and frailties of the lower self. The last step in the ritual of self-introspection
should be to remain in the position of the witness, in union with our divine nature, and

be gentle to one’s lower nature, like a mother, who after chiding the child who has done
wrong, speaks soothing words and encourages him to do better. Our lower mind is the
child of the Higher Mind, and is also a pupil and a learner, who can learn by discipline
to do better.
Persistent self-examination and recognition of our blemishes may give rise to a
2
morbid tendency—rooted in egotism —to fancy that we have more faults than others
and that ours are very terrible faults. In the name of humility, we indulge in morbidity.
As they say, if we cannot be an especially “good” someone, we want to be an especially
“bad” someone. In Letters That Have Helped Me, Mr. Judge speaks of the un-wisdom

2

The author has identified a most practical helpful principle of psychology: it is seen not only in
esotericism that the ego can work to bring one down, as well as up – in this case through morbid
self-identification with faults – although it may also create pride when doing better. However if it is
transformed and redirected from either of these two selfish directions – through Raja Yoga – and
put to service, the personality may be man’s great ally and helper.
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of “always analysing our faults and failures.” He also gives an important piece of advice
that “to regret is a waste of energy.”
Most people dislike being shown or seeing for themselves their own weaknesses,
and therefore, the practice of self-examination takes time, in fact, a long time, before
one can come face to face with one’s faults and blemishes. Only when real sincerity of
heart and honesty of mind are sufficiently developed are we able to evaluate our
weaknesses. The first step is to become aware, even before we can start the work of
transformation. We must ponder over these words of Robert Crosbie:
No one who sees his mistakes can be a hopeless case. The moment we see that we
are deluded, that moment we are no longer deluded, although we may be surrounded
by the consequences of delusion and have to work through them. Any trouble and
hindrance comes from self-identification with delusion and mistakes; this is the
delusion of delusions.

No doubt we can become aware of our defects by comparing ourselves with other
co-students. Also, older and more experienced students can point out the blemishes and
errors in the younger and less experienced students. But the best way is to become aware
of the defects ourselves. Having noticed the defects one has to work steadily without
losing time, but also taking care so as not to rush in over-enthusiasm to achieve too
much, too soon. Planning out hours of work, sleep, recreation, etc., is the outer
requirement while clean motives, right thought-feelings, assiduity in Theosophical
application are the inner needs. Unless this dual requirement is fulfilled selfexamination has no meaning.
Self-examination is a road to self-knowledge. Every student is in part “Theosophist
in name,” who sincerely understands and adheres to eye-doctrine, and is in part
“Theosophist by nature,” who not only preaches but practices theosophical doctrines,
and who has transmuted himself to become a devotee, a “different” person, who lives
but to serve Theosophy and through it, humanity. Self-examination leads us more and
more to become “Theosophists by nature.”
[ from The Theosophical Movement magazine, June 2018 published as “On Self-Examination”
page 3 http://www.ultindia.org/tm_magazine/TMJune2018.pdf ]

~ * ~
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The Wisdom of Early Egypt & Palestine (cont’d)
A thick film of blinds now obscures the New Testament as we have it, the original
having lost its true esotericism. On Jesus’ life, HPB asks:
Has it not been repeatedly stated that no human, mortal brain could have
invented the life of the Jewish Reformer, followed by the awful drama on
Calvary? We say on the authority of the esoteric Eastern School, that all this came
from the Gnostics, as far as the name Christos and the astronomico-mystical
3
allegories are concerned, and from the writings of the ancient Tanaïm as regards
the Kabalistic connection of Jesus or Joshua, with the Biblical personifications.
One of these is the mystic esoteric name of Jehovah––not the present fanciful
God of the profane Jews ignorant of their own mysteries, the God accepted by
the still more ignorant Christians––but the compound Jehovah of the pagan
4
Initiation.
The Gnostic Records contained the epitome of the chief scenes enacted
during the mysteries of Initiation, since the memory of man… But the
ancient Tanaïm, the Initiates from whom the wisdom of the Kabala ( oral
tradition) was obtained by the later Talmudists, had in their possession the

secrets of the mystery-language, and it is in this language that the Gospels
were written.
The Esoteric Character of the Gospels, HPB Arts. 3:197

In Isis Unveiled it is said the Sadducees crucified Jesus, not the Pharisees:
5

They were Zadokites — partisans of the house of Zadok, or the sacerdotal
family. In the "Acts" the apostles were said to be persecuted by the Sadducees,
but never by the Pharisees. In fact, the latter never persecuted any one. They had

3

Tanaïm are the initiated prophets in Jewish tradition. HPB in the Glossary says “the
Tanaim were the first kabalists among the Jews; they appeared at Jerusalem about the
beginning of the third century before the Christian era.” (Glos, see Kabalist, there
appears to be disagreement about their dates in current research). Also, “The Talmud
narrates the story of the four Tanaim, who entered the Garden of Delight, i.e., came to
he initiated; Ben Asai, who looked and lost his sight; Ben Zoma, who looked and lost
his reason; Acher, who made depredations in the garden and failed; and Rabbi Akiba,
who alone succeeded. The Kabalists say that Acher is St. Paul.” (Theosophical
Glossary, see Acher).
4
This derivation said to be proven by the combinations of Roman Catholic
hieroglyphics which have survived to this day.
5
The Sadducees are historically called Zadokites.
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the scribes, rabbis, and learned men in their numbers, and were not, like the
Sadducees, jealous of their order.
Isis 2:148 fn

Besides interest in Jesus or Joshua as an individual, other questions seem worthy of
attention.
We saw in the last number that HPB said he was one of the emissaries of the Adept
Brotherhood who passed on its sublime ethics of equality, non-violence and
goodwill as did, hundreds of years before him, his predecessor Gautama Buddha,
Prince Siddârtha, the Brahmin reformer:
"I say unto you... greater works than these shall you do," promises Jesus. But
this can only come to pass when the world returns to the grand religion of the
past; the knowledge of those majestic systems which preceded, by far,
Brahmanism, and even the primitive monotheism of the ancient Chaldeans.
Isis Unveiled 1:613

Furthermore we aim to show that the lining of these early religions was identical
since all these great teachers came from the one Esoteric School:
We can assert, with entire plausibility, that there is not one of all these sects
— Kabalism, Judaism, and our present Christianity included — but sprung from
the two main branches of that one mother-trunk, the once universal religion,
which antedated the Vedaic ages — we speak of that prehistoric Buddhism
which merged later into Brahmanism.
Isis 2:123
… the secret doctrines of the Magi, of the pre-Vedic Buddhists, of the
hierophants of the Egyptian Thoth or Hermes, and of the adepts of whatever age
and nationality, including the Chaldean kabalists and the Jewish nazars, were
identical from the beginning. When we use the term Buddhists, we do not mean
to imply by it either the exoteric Buddhism instituted by the followers of
Gautama-Buddha, nor the modern Buddhistic religion, but the secret philosophy
of Sakyamuni, which in its essence is certainly identical with the ancient wisdomreligion of the sanctuary, the pre-Vedic Brahmanism.
Isis 2:142

What he taught is a second question and of great importance. A third might deal
with what happened to his teachings and why they were changed or obscured. And,
lastly, the true meaning of Christ should be considered.
A close reading of HPB provides deep insights into the source of this adept’s
teachings. Statements concerning his philosophy have been collated from Isis
Unveiled and other original sources, a worthwhile practice as HPB says a great deal,
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but her comments are interspersed with other material and must be “culled,” so to
say.
It would seem that she wrote with great care on this matter; it is a sensitive
area, and somewhat mysterious. The truth about this period will eventually come
out, it would seem. HPB has given just enough to begin this transition, and her
words are interesting, as well as informative.
Here then are a few references which suggest what these teachings were and
what was their origin:
The religion which the primitive teaching of the early few apostles most
resembled — a religion preached by Jesus himself — is the elder of these two,
Buddhism. The latter as taught in its primitive purity, and carried to perfection
by the last of the Buddhas, Gautama, based its moral ethics on three fundamental
principles. It alleged that 1, every thing existing, exists from natural causes; 2,
that virtue brings its own reward, and vice and sin their own punishment; and, 3,
that the state of man in this world is probationary. We might add that on these
three principles rested the universal foundation of every religious creed; God, and
individual immortality for every man—if he could but win it.
Isis 2:123-4
Already some time before our era, the adepts, except in India, had ceased to
congregate in large communities; but whether among the Essenes, or the
Neoplatonists, or, again, among the innumerable struggling sects born but to die,
the same doctrines, identical in substance and spirit, if not always in form, are
encountered. By Buddhism, therefore, we mean that religion signifying literally
the doctrine of wisdom, and which by many ages antedates the metaphysical
philosophy of Siddhârtha Sakyamuni.
Isis 2:143

It is explained the oldest Nazarenes, once led by John the Baptist, while never being
orthodox in the sight of the Pharisees were respected “and left unmolested” not least
because of the popular support of “the multitude [who] regarded John as a prophet
(Matthew xiv. 5)”…
But the followers of Jesus evidently adhered to a sect which became a still
more exasperating thorn in their (the Pharisees’) side. It appeared as a heresy
within another heresy; for while the nazars of the olden times… were Chaldean
kabalists, the adepts of the new dissenting sect showed themselves reformers and
innovators from the first. [The Essenes]… were the converts of Buddhist
missionaries who had overrun Egypt, Greece, and even Judea at one time, since
the reign of Asoka the zealous propagandist; and while it is evidently to the
Essenes that belongs the honor of having had the Nazarene reformer, Jesus, as a
pupil, still the latter [Jesus] is found disagreeing with his early teachers on several
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questions of formal observance. He cannot strictly be called an Essene… neither
was he a nazar, or Nazaria of the older sect… He is the founder of the sect of the
new nazars, and… a follower of the Buddhist doctrine.
… what is self-evident is that he preached the philosophy of BuddhaSakyamûni. Denounced by the later prophets, cursed by the Sanhedrim, the
nazars — they were confounded with others of that name… they were secretly,
if not openly persecuted by the orthodox synagogue. It becomes clear why Jesus
was treated with such contempt from the first.
Isis 2:132
To assure ourselves that Jesus was a true Nazarene — albeit with ideas of a
new reform — we must not search for the proof in the translated Gospels, but in
such original versions as are accessible. Tischendorf, in his translation from the
Greek of Luke iv. 34, has it "Iesou Nazarene"; and in the Syriac it reads "Iasoua,
thou Nazaria." Thus, if we take in account all that is puzzling and
incomprehensible in the four Gospels, revised and corrected as they now stand,
we shall easily see for ourselves that the true, original Christianity, such as was
preached by Jesus, is to be found only in the so-called Syrian heresies. Only from
them can we extract any clear notions about what was primitive Christianity.
Isis 2:137
…belief in reincarnation has nothing in it that can militate against the
teachings of Christ. We affirm, furthermore, that the great Nazarene Adept
distinctly taught it. So did Paul and the Synoptics, and nearly all the earliest
Church Fathers, with scarcely an exception, accepted it, while some actually
6
taught the doctrine. HPB Arts 1:172
Jesus, the Adept we believe in, taught our Eastern doctrines, KARMA and
foremost of all. When the so called Christians will have learnt
to read the New Testament between the lines, their eyes will be opened and—
7
they will see. HPB Arts 1:175
REINCARNATION

In Isis Unveiled it is said it was the Sadducees and not the Pharisees who
crucified Jesus:
They were Zadokites (Sadducees) — partisans of the house of Zadok, or the
sacerdotal family. In the "Acts" the apostles were said to be persecuted by the
Sadducees, but never by the Pharisees. In fact, the latter never persecuted any
one. They had the scribes, rabbis, and learned men in their numbers, and were

6

On Pseudo-Theosophy (linked to Volumes 1 and 2 so far completed, of the 3 vols).

7

Ibid.
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not, like the Sadducees, jealous of their order.
Isis 2:148 fn

W. Q. Judge replies to a question if the “teachings of Jesus, taken in their
esoteric sense, point (one) the way to the Theosophic Path?”:
Taken in the sense he intended the people to take them, they lead to the way.
Taken in the sense in which he desired his Disciples to receive them, they are
teachings upon the way. Taken in their esoteric sense – as he knew them – they
are the way. Were the wisdom of Egypt and India today blotted out from both
the seen and unseen worlds – the true seeker would find in his teachings, when
rightly studied, all the teachings of Isis and Buddha. As he received his
instruction from Egypt, heired from India¸ it is more than probable that
esoterically his teachings are identical with both.
WQJ Arts 2:459
… in common with Pythagoras and other hierophant reformers, Jesus divided
his teachings into exoteric and esoteric. Isis 2:147

… what the Homilies do prove, is again our assertion that there was a secret
doctrine preached by Jesus to the few who were deemed worthy to become its
recipients and custodians…
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If we now recall the fact that a portion of the Mysteries of the "Pagans"
consisted of the απορῥ ήτα, aporrheta, (the unspeakable, unmentionable wisdom) or
secret discourses; that the secret Logia or discourses of Jesus contained in the
original Gospel according to Matthew, the meaning and interpretation of which
St. Jerome confessed to be "a difficult task" for him to achieve, were of the same
nature; and if we remember, further, that to some of the interior or final Mysteries
only a very select few were admitted; and that finally it was from the number of
the latter that were taken all the ministers of the holy "Pagan" rites, we will then
clearly understand this expression of Jesus quoted by Peter: "Guard the Mysteries
for me and the sons of my house," i.e., of my doctrine. And, if we understand it
rightly, we cannot avoid thinking that this "secret" doctrine of Jesus, even the
technical expressions of which are but so many duplications of the Gnostic and
Neo-platonic mystic phraseology — that this doctrine, we say, was based on the

same transcendental philosophy of Oriental Gnosis as the rest of the religions of
those and earliest days. That none of the later Christian sects, despite their
boasting, were the inheritors of it, is evident from the contradictions, blunders,
and clumsy repatching of the mistakes of every preceding century by the
discoveries of the succeeding one.
Isis 2:191-2 (emphasis added)

Charles Johnston recorded in a meeting with H. P. Blavatsky the answer to his
question whether the adepts any secret records of the life of Jesus? She answered
They must have, for they have records of the lives of all Initiates. Once I was
in a great cave-temple in the Himalayan mountains, with my Master. There were
many statues of adepts there; pointing to one of them, he said: 'This is he whom
you call Jesus. We count him to be one of the greatest among us.' But that is not
the only work of the adepts. At much shorter periods, they send forth a messenger
to try to teach the world. Such a period comes in the last quarter of each century,
and the Theosophical Society represents their work for this epoch.
“A Meeting with HPB” by Charles Johnston

No doubt students will find many other references which we can share, and
perhaps care being taken with what HPB herself says, and what she simply quotes
of others beliefs or theories.
Many may have also wondered why HPB was not a good deal more
specific and concise in her comments, far as said, the scholar has to do much
research to collate her account. A student sent us the following:
I have no intention of repeating here stale arguments and logical exposés
of the whole theological scheme; for all this has been done... But I may
briefly repeat a prophecy which is a self-evident result of the present state of
men's minds in Christendom.
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Belief in the Bible literally, and in a canalized Christ, will not last a
quarter of a century longer. The Churches will have to part with their
cherished dogmas, or the 20th century will witness the downfall and ruin of
all Christendom, and with it, belief even in a Christos, as pure Spirit. The
very name has now become obnoxious, and theological Christianity must die
out, never to resurrect again in its present form.
This, in itself, would be the happiest solution of all, were there no danger
from the natural reaction which is sure to follow: crass materialism will be
the consequence and the result of centuries of blind faith, unless the loss of

old ideals is replaced by other ideals, unassailable, because universal, and
built on the rock of eternal truths , instead of the shifting sands of human
fancy.

HPB Arts, 3:194
The Esoteric Character of the Gospels by H. P. Blavatsky, emphasis added.

The age old work of mystic students and theosophists from then to now –
st
in these 21 century days – is to stem the growth of the crass materialism that
was predicted and which many are now experiencing.
Can we not demonstrate its usefulness and practicality of these ancient, just
and spiritual modes of thought and life? How else can society be reformed and
new values founded, so humanity can be united into a peaceable Brotherhood,
irrespective of belief, race, social class and other distinctions?

~ * ~
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Original Theosophy and Later Versions
[Distinctions that students may find are helpful to their research when clarified.]

“We have no two beliefs or hypotheses on the same subject.”
The Key to Theosophy 87, H. P. Blavatsky
“Occult Science has its changeless traditions from prehistoric times.” The
Secret Doctrine 1:516, H. P. Blavatsky

#1. DEITY, GOD, AND THE LOGOS
The original teachings of Theosophy do not often use the term “God” but
generally speak of the “Deity” or “The Divine Principle” and sometimes refer to IT
by the Hindu terms Parabrahm or Brahman, sometimes the Kabbalistic Ain-Soph
“the endless, boundless No-Thing which is every-thing,” sometimes Adi-Buddhi
from esoteric Buddhism.
In it we find statements like these:
“The high Initiates and Adepts… believe in “gods” and know no “God,” but one
Universal unrelated and unconditioned Deity.” (The Secret Doctrine 1:295, H. P.
Blavatsky)
“Deity is not God.” (ibid 1:350)
“Parabrahm is not “God.”” (ibid 1:6)
“It is to avoid such anthropomorphic conceptions that the Initiates never use the
epithet “God” to designate the One and Secondless Principle in the Universe.”
(ibid 2:555)
“The idea of God and Devil would make any chela of six months smile in pity.
Theosophists do not believe either in the one or in the other. They believe in the
Great ALL, in Sat, i.e., absolute and infinite existence, unique and with nothing like
unto it, which is neither a Being nor an anthropomorphic creature, which is, and
can never not be.” (Misconceptions, HPB article)
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The point emphasised in original Theosophy is that the Causeless Cause and
Rootless Root is the ONE Absolute, Infinite, Omnipresent, Impersonal, Eternal
Divine PRINCIPLE and that there can be nothing finite, conditioned, relative,
anthropomorphic, personal, or human of the Infinite. It is spoken of with reverence
as “IT” and “THAT” rather than “He” or “Him.” It is “Be-ness” itself, the essence
of Being, not a Being.
As the Sourceless Source of all and the true Self, it is the essential nature and
the innermost reality of every living being. It is both Absolute Divine Spirit and
Absolute Divine Substance, pure consciousness itself. We do not pray to the
Absolute and Infinite, for we are That. Instead of praying, we are to act, work, and
live for and as the Self of all creatures.
The cyclic appearance and disappearance of the Universe is a Law and one of
the fundamental aspects of the original teachings. The Universe comes into being
as a result of the Logos being radiated from the Absolute. The Logos – meaning
“Word,” “Speech,” or “Voice” in Greek – is the objective expression of the
subjective and abstract Absolute. The Logos is not a personal being or a God but
is the all-ensouling light and life of the Universe, a universal Principle of existence,
manifestation, and evolution.
After the time of H. P. Blavatsky and William Q. Judge, a different and
contradictory system arose, still labelled as "Theosophy" but attempting to
supersede the original by claiming to be a progressed, corrected, and improved
version. This was primarily the work of C. W. Leadbeater and Annie Besant of
"The Theosophical Society - Adyar" but was popularised and prolonged further by
Alice Bailey, an Adyar Society member who went on to found her own
organisation, the Lucis Trust and the Arcane School. The Bailey teachings are based
almost entirely on the Leadbeater / Besant teachings but have numerous additions
and elaborations, few – if any – of which are present in Theosophy or can be
reconciled with it.
In great contrast to Theosophy these later teachers, leaders, and writers insisted
that the highest concept anyone can form of the Divine is the “Solar Logos” which
they describe as the “God of our Solar System.” Parabrahm or the Absolute is not
mentioned, nor is the Universal Logos. The focus of these later teachings is on the
“Solar Logos” and the “Planetary Logos.” In the original the term “Solar Logos” is
only ever used once and “Planetary Logos” not at all.
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In the later systems, both the Solar Logos and Planetary Logos are frequently
called “God” and are viewed as beings and individual personal entities, spoken of
as “He” and “Him.” They say that the Logos has worked “his” way up to that state
by passing through various grades of initiation. It is said that the Logos feels great
love and care for humanity and has a need to make contact with human beings. The
claims that the authors of this system have made about speaking personally with
the Logos need not be repeated here, sufficient to say students can judge for
themselves where the truth lies, and how the teachers of HPB view divergences in
such basic ideas as these:
“Well; if in the different spheres contradictory doctrines are propounded, these
doctrines cannot contain the Truth, for Truth is One, and cannot admit of
diametrically opposite views.” From a letter by Mahatma K.H.
#2. THE SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF THE HUMAN CONSTITUTION
In original Theosophy we possess a sevenfold nature and every being is
comprised of these seven “principles.” The higher three are immortal and endure
from life to life while the lower four last only for one lifetime, newly formed with
each birth. These lower four are often called the Lower Quaternary, while the real
human trinity is termed the Imperishable Triad or the Spiritual Triad.
This is a summary
The Divine Trinity
Atman – spirit
of our principles in
the permanent
Buddhi – divine soul
Sanskrit and English:
man
Manas – higher mind
(1) Atman, our Higher
Self; pure eternal
Lower Mind links the ‘Δ’ to matter (Antaskarana)
Spirit, universal and
Kama – desire nature
indivisible in nature,
Prana – life force
(2) Buddhi, our SpiritLinga Sarira – astral
ual Soul, vehicle for
the direct radiation of
Sthula Sarira – physical
the light of Spirit, and
The Material Quaternary
(3) Manas our indivi- Personal man which is born and dies, is
dual human soul, transitory, not the ‘Δ’ that we eternally ARE.
which is the higher
mind, our real “I”, the Ego and permanent individuality which reincarnates.
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The Lower Quaternary consists of (1) Kama , our passional nature, the element
of desire figuratively described as the “animal soul,” (2) Prana our vital nature,
the life energy which keeps us alive and in incarnation, (3) Linga Sharira our
astral body, the subtle and unseen blueprint or framework around which the
physical body is built, the vehicle through which Prana flows to the body, and (4)
Sthula Sharira our physical body, nothing more than the outer vehicle during life
for all the other principles.
There is a great contrast between this and later teachings presented as
Theosophy. Original Theosophy speaks of the conjunction of Atma and Buddhi
as the Monad, the higher most universal part of our being.
Later, several other “principles” were reportedly discovered through the selfproclaimed and unverified clairvoyant revelations of C. W. Leadbeater. These
included the Monad as a type of supreme divine individuality (higher and distinct
from both Atma and Buddhi!) and a new so-called “etheric body” functioning
alongside the astral body. These changes altered – in some cases beyond
recognition – the coherent existing definitions that had been in use perennially.
Such changes thus meant these authors had to rewrite the order and details of the
human constitution.
These changes seem to have been foreseen and warned about 20 years earlier
by H. P. Blavatsky, but alas these warning were ignored:
“The terminology, introduced fifteen years ago in the T.S. is the true one…
This terminology could not be modified, at this hour, without the risk of
introducing in Theosophical teachings a chaos as deplorable as it is dangerous
for their clarity.” A Signal of Danger, HPB, 1889 article

The original sevenfold classification matched all the writings of the esoteric
philosophy perfectly and without any discrepancies and had never needed to use
the term “etheric body” nor describe any subtle form like this newly invented one.
These later writings generally avoided referring to the “Seven Principles” – a term
frequently used in the original teachings – and taught eight or nine principles instead.
It has been the aim of this article to attempt to shed some light on these
discrepancies and to remove at least some of the confusion that students naturally
have when trying to reconcile neo-Theosophical writings with those of HPB,
William Judge and the early theosophists.
[ Part 2 to be continued in the Autumn 2018 number ]
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Personal Reminiscences of William Q Judge
by Abbott B. Clark, from Lucifer (P.L.) Vol. 3, Apr. 1932, p.80
Of many prominent men I have
known and interviewed William Q. Judge
was the calmest, most impersonal and farsighted. Other men move around their own
personal center like the earth on its axis,
but he swung in a larger orbit, like a planet
around the sun; so calm and silent was the
motion that few ever stopped to look
beneath the surface.
His whole mind and heart were on
the future welfare of the Theosophical
Society. Mr. Judge dwelt on the dangers of
bigotry, dogmatism and "mechanical
Theosophy," emphasizing the importance
of giving humanity "a rational and
scientific basis for ethics."
As Mr. Judge was a lawyer and famous public speaker as well as a Theosophical
Teacher the following on public speaking will be interesting to Club members.
He said: "Most people think oratory is some sort of spontaneous combustion. It isn't.
It's hard work." "Strive to get a clear, comprehensive and common-sense view of
Theosophy and to the public give only that view and the Work will prosper."
"Take some time each day to purify mind and motive and strengthen your character;
then when the cycles of trial come they will not seriously affect you."
"Do not quote or copy but learn to understand Theosophy so thoroughly that you can
adapt it intelligence, and say the same to any thing over and over in different ways until
you see your audience understands you."
"It is as necessary for public speakers to train the voice and throat as it is for a
blacksmith to develop his muscle."
"Stand up and read something on Theosophy aloud, imagining you are addressing a
large audience, and speak to the last man near the door. This will not only strengthen your
voice but it will free you from embarrassment when facing an audience."
"Never soar to ridiculous heights where no one will be able to follow you and you
will not be at home yourself."
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"Ring the changes on the subject until they understand."
"A scientific basis for ethics, Karma, Reincarnation and the sevenfold nature of man
are the important subjects."
"Think your subject out carefully, write it clearly and burn it up. Do this over and
over again. I have written thousands of articles on Theosophy and burned them up," he
explained to me. Seeing my surprise at the word 'thousands,' he repeated with one of his
sweet smiles, "Yes, literally, thousands, and burned them up ! "
"Don't be afraid that you are too young or inexperienced to write or speak," Mr.
Judge advised. "The truth is, that anyone who can understand Theosophy has more
intelligence than the average and can interest almost anyone."
"Use every opportunity to present Theosophy to the public and you will get all the
experience you need and all the opportunities you can manage."
He always wanted me to keep people away from him, if possible, for at least half an
hour before a lecture. "Keep alone and silent before a lecture. When you are full of the
right spirit you need not fear but that you will say the right thing," he said.
"Never think of yourself as the actor, think of the Real Self, for when you think of
yourself you are limited to your own small capacity, but when you think of the Real Self,
you become the vehicle of those high powers."
Mr. Judge was of medium height and athletic build, with blue eyes and gray sandy
hair, and with a most remarkably large and well-shaped head and discerning and kindly
eyes. In speaking he often seemed to be of heroic stature and power and impressed his
audiences so that even reporters described him as such. Mild in manner, he was a strong
man refined to an unusual degree. At times he restrained my impetuous enthusiasms until
I was embarrassed, and then his inexpressibly sweet smile flooded me with a kindness
greater than I had ever felt before. He frequently remained in the background while others
did the talking and then there would come from him a few well directed words of more
value than all the rest added together. Many men of ability who were not Theosophists
have told me that a short conversation with Mr. Judge had changed the course-of their
lives.
One afternoon during a strenuous lecture tour, he asked me to keep all visitors in the
hotel parlors away from him so that he could write. At supper-time he came out with
seventy-two letters ready to be sent to members all over the world. Holding them up he
said, with a smile: "Don't you wish you could do that? They are to faithful members; I
just wrote them a line to give to them touch."

~ * ~
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Crosbie 99 years on, on where we find ourselves
8

[Robert Crosbie wrote in a letter that when students commit to finding out the truth
for its own sake – for the use of all – they will be attracted to and enter into new,
unexpected places, some good, others messy, “but all helpful”:]

It is a “muddy civilization,” and we have to wade through the “mud” of it;
but there is comfort in the thought that we are not any of the mud and can go
through it and look toward the end in view—the goal to be reached—for the
sake of those who are hopelessly floundering.
So, perhaps we take upon ourselves the muddiest kind of mud in performing
the task we have undertaken. If we look at all the pressures and strains in this
way, we shall not be discouraged by anything that may come to pass. In our
course we have to take advantage of conditions as we may, and always of such
as tend to the end in view. Is it not so that mountains are climbed? Also, we can
reach the valley only by careful descent. Do we not thus climb and descend,
figuratively, all the time?
About men and women “as such,” and the ideas which prevail with each in
regard to the other: these must change, being based on physical differentiations
and on accentuation of separateness mentally and physically. We have to look
at souls and minds, regardless of the kind of body which envelops them, and get
away from the hard and fast conclusions so common in the world. These
differentiations are not at once to be gotten rid of, but a better recognition must
have its beginning, and who should have this, most clearly, but those who see
9
the Triad in every human being?
The present movement of women is such an assertion [likely a ref to the
suffragettes, Ed.] it is neither a fad nor a fancy, but an urge of the rising cycle.
Necessarily it must follow, at first, the ordinary lines of thought and action
pursued by the men in general; but it is bound to work into lines which affect
the home, the family, and general human interests, rather than possessions…

8

Living the Life, Letter 10 in The Friendly Philosopher, 155.
Crosbie uses the Triad – the Unity of Atma-Buddhi-Manas, a manifestation of the metaphysical
Trinity (purely spiritual and cosmic) – as an enlightening touchstone, a means he seems to have used
to creatively solve the many difficulties he encountered.
9
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Most men are burdened with positivity, right or wrong; most women with
negativity, right or wrong; both men and women having these qualities in

balance, or approaching it, are nearer to the “double spinal cord,” which must
come about in the race as a whole. I share your opinion as to women speakers
in general,10 but I am not blind that there are exceptions, and I look for them,
and am glad when I see signs of such in the work; for they can best help that
side, and they can and do express a quality of devotion which mighty few men
possess.
As you say, not only much but all that was ever written was by way of
“pointers.” Each soul is held by some conception, some interest, which he takes
to be the “summum bonum”; the consideration of these is necessary in order to
lead the mind from the unreal to the Real. There is “turba,” the phantasmagoria
that we create for ourselves, and have difficulty in reverting to the Real and
Eternal—such is the strength of objective consciousness which begets the idea of
separateness. We have to see and know all these classifications in pointing to the
unity of which they are impermanent expressions. True it is that there are but few
books necessary.
“Let me say one thing I know; only the feeling of true brotherhood, of true
love toward humanity aroused in the soul of someone strong enough to stem the
tide, can carry us through. For love and trust are the only weapons that can
11
overcome the Real enemies against which the true Theosophist must fight.”
“Let us all draw together in mind and heart, soul and act, and try thus to make
that true brotherhood through which alone our universal and particular progress
can come.”
“The number of true Theosophists is not legion. The ranks are not crowded.
They are not to be known or judged by standards of the world, but by the
strength of their convictions. They are one and all dead in earnest. They are
those who though they may not have outwardly renounced, have inwardly
relinquished, and who will be glad when the incidentals are swept away, and
only the essentials remain. They are those who move from age to age invincible
and eternal.”

10

Hints are given but it is not indicated clearly what this criticism is, Eds. Giving public talks is
not to be too overrated; H. P. Blavatsky gave none, Annie Besant many.
11
From William Q Judge’s Letters That Have Helped Me.
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One asked me a question the other day: why, in view of our undoubted
relations in past lives, are we placed in positions that are so difficult and so dark,
when the obviously fortunate one was so near and so clearly defined. The
answer that came to me was:
“Long ago you took a vow, one of the meanings of which was to step out of
sunlight into shade to make more room for others.” We should remember that
this was voluntarily done by the inner man, and that now, the very principles of
our nature compel us to act, as it were, against our inclination. We should also
remember the harder the battle, the greater the victory, and nothing but victory
will suffice us. Yes, the present is the test; the past we will meet in the future12—
that present which has not yet ripened. Yet it is said that the process of
development consists in the recovery of the memory of the past. This, however,
cannot mean the sordid details of physical existence, nor would there be much
concern whether one wielded a battle-axe, or what “part” one played in the
various dramas of existence, but a something larger, finer, greater—the memory
of the divine Ego, and those functions of our real life which go on during sleep.
It is all lived out in the mind. Most minds instead of living and acting out
their ideals in the present, and fulfilling their present known duties to others,
waste most of their opportunities in memory and anticipation. To live and act
fully and rightly in the present is the whole of life; the dynamic force of the
brain would then act fully and rightly, and there would be no exhaustion.
[The points made no doubt struck a chord for the recipient, having personal answers
made to his questions. But also they resonate with many readers, since we all need to make
right use of “muddy conditions” through right attitude of mind; balancing the “male and
female” energies of the double spinal cord; or by recalling there are helping us a few good
thinkers who are not to be judged by worldly standards but by their convictions, and who
value essentials over incidentals.
If some of these points resonate, put them to good use as Crosbie called his ‘tryouts ’.
There is no need for apprehension when the motive is good, the heart is at peace and one
has prepared oneself to face one’s nature squarely.]

~ * ~
12

This is not paradoxical if it’s remembered Karma brings back the old as new lessons.
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Correspondents’ Letters
a) Deeds of Mercy
An old friend of Theosophy writes from Ontario Canada commenting on one of the
“I”s in the 1889 Voice of the Silence:
“Greetings. As to the missing “I” on page 31 – if the “I” was prominent it

would detract from the deed of mercy!”
His humour is welcome, as is also his directing to our attention merciful deeds. He
is referring to the ‘misprint’ in the following passage:

HPB was well-known for her quick wit and sense of irony and perhaps used this
apparent error (?) to draw attention to the sentence’s meaning. This theme of mercy
is found throughout the Voice, the Bhagavad Gita and other sacred texts, as also is
losing attachment to personal results, “the fruition.”
The old Way given is to universalise our personal self and to become more
cosmopolitan13 and perform even small deeds of mercy – as far they can be given
and received – at the right time and place.14 He continues:
Congratulations on your efforts to dispel the years between and bring HPB front and
centre again where she definitely should be, in the essential present, and where she has
been for all those who are aware of her permanent importance, William Q Judge likewise.
I think to benefit from Reincarnation & Karma one has to have a confident outlook that it
is so and to thus appreciate its reality as the days pass by.
So every good wish for the future and its fulfillment,
S.E.

13

Literally "citizen of the world;" from the Greek cosmo-polit, “free from provincial ideas,
prejudices, or attachments” (online Dictionary.)
14
And to do so regardless whether one is thanked or not, or as sometimes happens our acts appear
unskilful and troublesome in another’s eyes and we are berated for failing miserably. WQJ advised
all sincere seekers to carry on with right attitude, to “Cast no one out of your heart.” He wrote LOVE
and TRUST are “the only weapons that can overcome the REAL enemies against which the true

theosophist must fight.”
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b) We carefully assess offerings of Wisdom!
Another friend, also in Ontario Canada, wrote kindly on the lines between the
care needed in accepting other’s interpretations while also seeing that the
Masters gave out Theosophy as a series of “propositions” for full and free
acceptance or otherwise (but not to be revised whilst still being labelled
“Theosophy.”)
“An injunction found on various pages of the Notes points to the need to study
and assess with care the many offerings and interpretations of the Ancient Wisdom
by a plethora of individuals.
At the root of the philosophy is a set of Laws – unchanging and timeless – offering
a sound foundation from which to proceed “to search and verify” our own findings
and that of others. And it is well to recall that the eternal Truths were presented by

the Masters as “propositions” allowing total freedom in determining their veracity.
As the lifetimes go on, and our own principles compel us to continue the search
for and apply, fragments of the ancient teachings, we will, in time, develop and use

the inner faculties to look beneath the surface of a multitude of views and
interpretations, ie the critical and impersonal lens of Manas, to extract the factual
meaning and the synthesising power of Buddhi, the intuitive perception of the
“fitness” of the facts thus extracted, and their place and connection in the perpetual
chain of causes and effects.
The image of the “Lighting up of Mind” on your program reminds me of another
powerful symbol of the unfolding of higher consciousness, the lotus blossom, the
Royal Flower of Egypt, I enclose a photograph for you to keep.
Wishing you a peaceful, safe, and restful summer, with love B.”
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c) Questions on the ULT’s balance of Rigour & Freedom
To my dear Friends at the ULT,
Thanks very much for the attachment of the quarterly newsletter. As with
the last one (No. 1, Autumn 2017) I cannot agree with several assumptions, and
a bit of a lengthy reply seems to be unavoidable.
I think we can be for ever grateful for the effort the ULT made to preserve
the original teachings from corruption, but that does not mean that
the interpretations of them is only reliable when they come from ULT sources.
Response: Our friend and correspondent deserves a reply for this and her
other points. We hope it has not been suggested that only sources that the ULT
provides are reliable; and if that has been the impression there has been a lapse
on our part and we stand corrected and will take it as a lesson.
It is however true that the ULT does assemble the majority of known
reliable writings from original Theosophy and collate and interpret them, and
this is done keenly. However in doing so it must not create complacency among
Associates or meeting chairs.
15

With regard to the key question of reliability the Editors do not accept
any literature is infallible and as one correspondent, an old ULT student, says on
page 25, Theosophy was put forward by the Masters as propositions for
evaluation.
In her article "Nirvana Moksha” HPB warns us against such assumptions,
referring to the Buddhist Catechism:
Q. Are there any dogmas in Buddhism which we are required to accept on
faith?
A. No. we are earnestly enjoined to accept nothing whatever on faith;
whether it be written in books, handed down from our ancestors, or taught by the
sages. Our Lord Buddha has said that we must not believe in a thing said merely
because it is said; nor in traditions because they have been handed down from
antiquity; nor rumors, as such; nor writings by sages, because sages wrote them;
nor fancies that we may suspect to have been inspired in us by a deva (that is, in

15

The Editor can only speak on their behalf not of the ULT as it has no spokespersons per se, not
being an organisation in the usual sense but simply a band of brothers and sisters intent on the
appreciation of the esoteric philosophy.
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presumed spiritual inspiration);…nor on the mere authority of our teachers or
masters. But we are to believe when the writing, doctrine, or saying is
corroborated by our own reason and consciousness. “For this,” says he, in
concluding, “I taught you not to believe merely because you have heard, but when
you believed of your consciousness, then to act accordingly and abundantly.”
CW 14:417
Response: we agree whole heartedly.
One of the worst misconceptions of the theosophical teachings I have come
across is rather from Mr. Wadia and not Purucker when he says in "The Studies
in The Secret Doctrine" p. 129: "All Nature, except human nature, is nonconscious though animate, sensitive16 and vital. The human kingdom, of all her
kingdoms, has acquired intelligence, and for the rest Nature is the assemblage of
the resultant factors of the diverse properties of the qualities (Gunas) and of the
combinations of primitive matter ..."
Whereas the SD 1:274 explicitly tells us: “Everything in the Universe,
throughout all its kingdoms, is CONSCIOUS, i.e. endowed with a
consciousness of its own kind and on its own plane of perception. We men must
remember that because we do not perceive any signs—which we can
recognize—of consciousness, say, in stones, we have no right to say that no
consciousness exists there. There is no such thing as either “dead” or “blind”
matter, as there is no “Blind” or “Unconscious” Law…”
Reading through the Newsletter I am always astounded, how readily opinions
are accepted only because they come from certain people.
Response: this implies the London ULT has a too-easy acceptance of
HPB’s and others’ writings which it is certain must be kept in check, and
certainly notwithstanding that B. P. Wadia was the founder of the majority ULT
Lodges including London, and that he sacrificed his whole life in intelligent and
principled work for the Movement, setting aside the most tempting offers that
often test those on the path, eg to join Indian politics in its formative years by
those who went on to hold highest office.
But all this we accept ought not lift him above criticism! However there is
value in intent, it does count in the larger assessment of any author’s work. One

16

Capable of perceiving with a sense or senses: Aristotle held that animals have a sensitive
soul, but only humans have a rational one. The Free Dictionary
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Q to ask is if interpretations are made with the intention of creating or
supporting changes to the philosophy.
In esoteric philosophy motive is one of the most important factors of them
all, and it has been said the weakness of our judicial system is that motive or
intention is very often not able to taken into account, whereas in occult law it
plays the most decisive part.
Another factor is the somewhat different approach of chairs not giving
their personal views compared to the orthodox one:
Presentations from a ULT platform are not only expected to be given as
closely to the philosophy as the presenter can, but also for him or her to keep in
check temporarily their own views, which should not be done by blind
acceptance but with the attitude of testing a hypothesis.
Flexibility and reasonableness is taken as given, since the capacity of each
one to reflect complex subjects is different, but the main point is that the desired
dynamic is for the chair to present the topic impartially and answer Qs from
Theosophy’s – not his – perspective. This ULT teaching method (pedagogy)
and system of classification (taxonomy) is, if we understand it correctly, at least
approximately based on that one used in the esoteric schools. We hope we are
mistaken but we do not see the rigour of this approach often used elsewhere,
neither in the TS nor in academia, where it is more often a presenter’s own
theories that are given.
Keeping to such distinctions may not be easy at first, but when it is used
well – and who can claim that? – it is promised to provide the best training in
the philosophy, so we can but try while exercising tolerance and compassion
for others who strive in this way.
It is ongoing work in progress to try to understand and adapt this ancient
system to the needs of modern students while retaining the rigour of the original.
But if the method is weakened and diluted not all the parts of the philosophy
will be learned, although results may appear better and to come more quickly.
[our questioner adds a comment on the nature of HPB’s abilities and a wellargued series of quotations regarding vegetarianism which may be addressed
in a later issue, there not being space in this one.]
To close with another quote by the Mahatma KH of what is expected from
us: “Thus it is plain that the methods of Occultism, though in the main
unchangeable, have yet to conform to altered times and circumstances. The state
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of the general Society of England — quite different from that of India, where
our existence is a matter of common and, so to say, of inherent belief among the
population, and in a number of cases of positive knowledge — requires quite a
different policy in the presentation of Occult Sciences. The only object to be
striven for is the amelioration of the condition of MAN by the spread of truth
suited to the various stages of his development and that of the country he
inhabits and belongs to. TRUTH has no ear-mark and does not suffer from the
name under which it is promulgated — if the said object is attained.”
Response: quite so. But if taken too far then the approach of ULT becomes
needed, which is to consider it improper for anyone less than an adept to change
the teachings based on their research or investigations and yet call it Theosophy.
This is not just out of respect for the Masters’ Fraternity but also for their high
standards of independent checking,17 and as W. Q. Judge wrote “the authors of
ancient wisdom have spoken from at least two whole planes of conscious
experience beyond that of our every-day ‘sense-perception.’”
With other words, we cannot lean on HPB or Judge as on comfortable
crutches only because they gave us their opinion about something according to
their own understanding, viewing it as some kind of final truth without thinking
for ourselves, taking on our own responsibilities by contributing to an ever
broadening worldview, the insights of new scientific discoveries have to be
constantly checked and implemented, especially when they complement the
theosophical teachings, which they do in an ever growing amount. As the Maha
Chohan already predicted, that everything they give out will be confirmed by
modern exact science.
Much love and light to all of you, P.
Response: Thank you! We agree in the round, with one observation. The ancient
wisdom is a whole and complete system, all that was given out said to be
sufficient for the 20th and 21st centuries, so we must use it but in doing so not
revise its essence.
It is there for those who wish to understand it more fully, more deeply than
argumentatively, for it to become a living, beneficent power.
~ * ~

17

As in the Winter February 2018 edition: “No vision of one adept was accepted…” etc. (page 19
fn 14)
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Deep Philosophy Deep Ecology – the ecological crisis
The Editors received an invitation to a book launch from The Prometheus Trust
on 26th June, a charity teaching Platonic philosophy “to encourage, promote and

assist the flowering of philosophy as the living love of wisdom.”
The Trust held its annual conference in 2017 on the theme of "Deep Philosophy
Deep Ecology" and has published a book containing a number of the presentations
(£12+P&P). These extracts are from its back cover:
“We are in the middle – or possibly at the beginning – of an ecological crisis:
how are we to respond? The usual reply to this question is to list a series of
behavioural changes alongside a number of technological innovations which,
combined, will fix the problem. But suppose our real problem lies not with
externals, but within ourselves? What if the driving force of this crisis is our
misunderstanding of both ourselves and the world in which we live?
“The ‘deep ecology’ movement
challenges humankind to rethink
its relationship with the natural
world, and believes that anything
less will invite failure. This book
… offers a number of ways we
can radically reset the trajectory
of our global civilisation. From
Taoism to Platonism, from
Hermeticism to St Francis of
Assisi, from 'enlightenment'
philosophers to post-enlightenment thinkers, the thirteen
chapters offer a range of
responses to the challenge laid
down by the movement. The
contributors do not speak with a
single voice – very far from it –
but they join with each other in
seeking to find solutions to the
crisis that clearly demands our
serious attention.”

The Trust does able work applying Plato’s philosophy and perennial wisdom to the
challenges humanity faces in these times, the need for a principle-based
readjustment and intelligent transition to more just world for the many.
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The Newsletter
A home for commentary and research on the Theosophical Movement
A free magazine for those who wish to know about the philosophy and its place in the
contemporary world. It receives contributions from students in ULT Lodges in Europe,
America and India and welcomes to its pages articles from all theosophists serving the
movement as it was foreseen, irrespective of Theosophical organisation.
It is intended for students as a place to read, research and comment on the seed ideas
given to help us navigate these times with understanding, wisdom and charity, and also
to provide a place to re-examine the legacy that Robert Crosbie left the ULT for the
20th and now, as it turns out, also the 21st century.
It takes an interest in the history of all spiritual movements and gives brief reviews of new
trends of importance. Research, questions and comments on Theosophy and its history are
welcomed and – time allowing – will be replied to individually, and if of wide relevance
or interest they will be included in the newsletter.
All materials can be used freely under the ‘BY’ Creative Commons licence, in which
you must credit the source, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were
made.
The Theosophy Company is not responsible for the individual opinions expressed in the
Newsletter. Back numbers are available on www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/news
For a free subscription by post, email the Editors info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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Bridges over water, No. 3

Garden Bridge by Margery Cary, 1907-2004, student at the London Lodge from 1932.
[courtesy PSS, Edinburgh, May 2018]

The symbol on the front page is combined from those used in William Q Judge’s Path of
the 1890s and Theosophy, a magazine started in 1912 by his pupil and friend Robert
Crosbie, the founder of the United Lodge of Theosophists.
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