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A home for commentaries &
research on the Theosophical Movement
The Universe groans under the weight of such action
(Karma), and none other than self-sacrificial Karma relieves it. How
many of you have helped humanity to carry its smallest burden, that
you should all regard yourselves as Theosophists. Oh, men of the
West, who would play at being the Saviours of mankind before they
even spare the life of a mosquito whose sting threatens them!, would
you be partakers of Divine Wisdom or true Theosophists? Then do
as the gods when incarnated do. Feel yourselves the vehicles of the
whole humanity, mankind as part of yourselves, and act accordingly.
The 2nd of Five Messages, 1889, H. P. Blavatsky quoting a Master of Wisdom
Please circulate after reading
Quarterly Newsletter from the ULT in London, UK and New York, USA.
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Editor’s note
One of the best things one gets from Theosophy is to appreciate the
great value of sound philosophy, since it shows that man’s true development
ultimately depends on it. The Dark Ages were dark because the quality of
that time’s thought was confused and inconsistent. In our post-modern age
we have material abundance but much unhappiness because our almost
perfect understanding of physical science is not matched by self-knowledge.
So this edition of the Newsletter aims to demonstrate how man’s
emotional, spiritual and intellectual well-being rests largely on our individual
concepts of divinity and Self, or metaphysically, of space, matter and time.
For instance the metaphor of the hawk holding onto its meat in The
Meaning of Pain on p 4, shows show hanging onto pleasures for their own
sake becomes the cause of our pain, unless those pleasures are shared with
all others. Such realisations as these get to the core of how we regard our
being, our Self’s real purpose, what our life is for.
Theosophical Prophecies (p 9) looks at predictions made about Sanskrit,
mental health in the modern world, and how science, in discovering the
essential nature of matter and what gives particles their mass, is approaching
the Theosophical concept of Fohat, the primordial, one cosmic force.
In The Great Tsong Kha-pa (16) and The Dalai Lama and Two Forms
of Tantra (18) is illustrated the great trouble the Lodge of Adepts went to to
preserve the integrity of the Buddha’s teachings, and how now even the
revered Dalai Lama’s teachings have fallen prey to the same old corruptions.
In publishing The Ocean of Theosophy in Arabic, its translation now
becomes available for the first time; it is for sale in France and the UK.
We wish all our readers a joyful and fulfilling New Year and with it the
strength to be – as the Master of Wisdom advises on the front page –
“vehicles of the whole humanity,” and to seek out the very soundest
philosophy, to understand it and spread it by act firstly, and then by word.
The Editors
info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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Madam Blavatsky’s humour and high opinion of a scientist
Thanks for all compliments and Mr. Crookes' chemical speculations.1 He is a dear
man who has all my respect, admiration and sympathy...
I say right away: Mr. Crookes, Sir, preaches and teaches a very old occult Doctrine.
I will of course lay his work and new discovery before the Master and Mah. K. H…
Meanwhile I am impressed to send you a few pages that I have unhooked from my
Book I, Archaic Period (The Secret Doctrine). If you find it answers please show to
Mr. Crookes…
My love to Mrs. Sinnett, unless she too regards me as a very old flapdoodle.
Yours in humility and bereavement,
H. P. VON BLAVATSKY.

1

Sir William Crookes, 1832-1919, was a British chemist and physicist who discovered thallium and noted
for his cathode-ray studies, fundamental in the development of atomic physics. He overturned the idea
that the elements were primordial building blocks of nature, proposing that they “have been evolved from
simpler matters—or perhaps, indeed, from one sole kind of matter.” SD 1:622. See Fohat and ‘Od’, p 10.
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The Meaning of Pain
“SORROW is” taught the Buddha. Pain is an integral part of
conditioned existence. Pain is always standing at our door, keeping the
door ajar, so that it can enter at any time it sees fit. What has given it this
right? We have given it the right, as we primarily desire pleasure. But in
our search for pleasure we find that pain is a co-ruler with pleasure, says
Through the Gates of Gold. It is a package deal, so to speak. In this
continuous war between pain and pleasure, we hope that someday pleasure
will win, and then we will be happy forever.
Pain is a sensation which cannot be notionally defined. In fact, no
sensation can be accurately defined or described to anyone who has not
personally experienced it. We have to use words like stabbing, burning,
drawing pain, or acute and dull pain. The word “pain” is derived from the
Latin word “poena” meaning punishment, which brings home the
undesirable nature of pain.
Buddha taught that all conditioned existence is suffering or pain.
Sangharakshita, a Buddhist teacher, points out that there are three kinds of
suffering: (1) Actual suffering, as when we have a toothache, bruised hand,
etc. (2) Potential suffering: We see that the process of birth, growing up,
old age, up to death, is full of suffering. There is suffering arising from our
likes and dislikes. It does not mean that there are no pleasant experiences
in the world. But it means that at the bottom of even pleasant experiences,
there is pain. There is concealed suffering. Something may be a source of
pleasure but it may be tied up with anxiety, as we are afraid of losing it. It
could be a person, a thing, or position or power. The predicament of the
person who enjoys position or power is described in Buddhism by giving
an illustration of a hawk. Suppose there is a hawk that takes a piece of meat
and flies away holding it in his beak. Soon, hundreds of other hawks will
be seen flying after him. Some peck at his body, some at his eyes, trying to
take away that piece. In the same way, possessing many pleasures in this
highly competitive world is like holding a piece of meat. To look at, a
person may be happy, surrounded by all the comforts of life, but there may
be underlying anxiety and suffering. There is always potential suffering
attached to everything in this world. (3) Metaphysical suffering, arises
from the realization that nothing mundane, earthly or conditioned can give
full or final satisfaction.
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Pain could also be divided into two broad categories: Necessary pain,
which must be endured as part of the process of growing up. Unnecessary
pain is that which arises as a result of breaking the harmony of nature, or
as a result of disobedience to the law. When we experience, for instance,
giving way to our own evil temper or to any of our own weaknesses, in this
present life, we know that it causes our own suffering and the suffering of
those around us. It is unnecessary suffering. We always are the free agents,
choosers, and we can avoid that particular type of pain throughout our
growth. Anger, desire and greed are the three gates of hell. Lord Buddha
teaches that “desire” is the source of suffering.
The Buddha says, “What grief springs of itself and springs not of
desire?” In satisfying desires, we experience pain. It is because either we
do not get what we wanted in the first place or, even if we do get what we
wanted, in due course it all turns to dust and ashes in the mouth. Or, it may
happen that having got what we wanted there is in us the desire to cling to
that thing or that person forever, and that is not possible in this conditioned
world, wherein all things are impermanent.
Pain is necessary not only for physical growth, but is also an integral
part of spiritual growth. Spiritual life involves effecting a transition from
being a good person to becoming a spiritual person. There is a great gulf
between a good man and a sinner, but there is still greater gulf between a
good man and a spiritual man, one who has attained to knowledge, says
Light on the Path. A spiritual man is one who is the personification of selfsacrifice and has reached the extinction of desires. A “good” person has
still to achieve these qualities. Growth involves change, and there can be
no change for the better, without proportionate suffering. Spiritual growth
calls for leaving behind the familiar. We start with our ordinary self with
its various desires and interests and discover with pain that morality often
requires giving up of some of our desires that we consider legitimate. We
experience an inner conflict. “Living the higher life” means waging a war
not only against our vices, but also against our habits, beliefs, pet theories
and our likes and dislikes, and that is a painful process.
But “growth does not depend on the amount of pain or pleasure that is
endured, but on our attitude of mind towards all that may meet us on life’s
journey,” writes Mr. Judge. Some of us suffer intensely and then at the end
of it say, “I want to forget the whole thing as a bad dream.” We then carry
on with life just as before, all the time hoping that we will not be placed in
a similar situation again. Mr. Crosbie gives an example of a cat. A cat out
in the cold will cry to come in, but once inside and warm, it will go out
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again without any hesitation, without any recollection of the state it had
shortly before suffered. Some of us human beings come dangerously close
to similar state of existence (The Friendly Philosopher, p. 121). A simple
example will illustrate the point. If overeating of ice-cream led to a bad
cold and cough that lasted many days, we become temporarily wise and
say that it is not worthwhile enjoying a few moments of pleasure that leads
to many days of suffering. But at the next occasion we again fall prey to
the same temptation and undergo the same suffering. To grow as a result
of pain, we need to learn from the experience. If we find ourselves being
placed in the similar predicament again and again, it shows that we have
not learnt the lesson. When the lesson is learned the necessity ceases.
An ordinary person shuns pain, he almost wishes that God should take
away the pain, and bring in pleasure, like a magician makes things appear
and disappear with his magic wand. “How I wish I could get back my
carefree days of youth!” says one, while another anticipates a future filled
with comforts and luxuries. The difference between the saints and ordinary
people like us, is that we look for happiness, not realizing the importance
of pain as a purifier and uplifter. But often there is a warped understanding
of the necessity of pain. We then seek pain, or seek to inflict it on others,
or even abstain from helping others in pain, saying that pain purifies and
makes for growth! A religious fanatic glorifies pain. There were Christian
saints, who tortured their bodies, for the “greater glory of God.” There is
the belief that “the more I torture my body and the more I suffer, the more
I glorify the God.” Of those who torture their bodies, Shri Krishna says,
“Those who practice severe self-mortification not enjoined in the
Scriptures are full of hypocrisy and pride….They, full of delusion, torture
the powers and faculties which are in the body, and me also, who am in the
recesses of the innermost heart.” (Gita, XVII)
Are we trying to say that pleasure has no place in one’s struggle for
spiritual life? The book, Through the Gates of Gold, points out that the
stoic, who subscribes to the philosophy of being indifferent to pleasure and
pain, misses the point and thus throws away the baby with the bath water.
There is the need of testing and valuing every joy and pain our existence
brings. Our involvement in any event is like raw material, and reflection
upon it is like processing of raw material. We process it best when we are
detached. We can learn to experience pain and pleasure with detached
concern. Ordinarily, we get completely involved in both our pleasurable
and painful experiences. But in order to evaluate the experience, we must
become an observer. A person is able to maintain his balance while he is
standing or walking because the perpendicular from the centre of gravity
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of his body falls within the base of support—between his feet. When we
bend forward or backward too much, the perpendicular from the centre of
gravity no longer falls within the base of support. Our psychological base
of support is our higher nature, which gives us a true sense of “I am I.”
When there is a sudden surge of emotion, such that it is all centred in one
feeling, then our awareness of “I am I” goes awry and falls, so to speak,
outside the base of support. We begin to identify ourselves with the thing
we are contemplating. As a result people go mad with grief or with sudden
good news.
A spiritual man is affected by pleasure and pain, but does not allow
them to shake him or influence his decisions in any way. We can do this
by assuming the position of an observer. Then, while one aspect of our
consciousness may be involved in painful or pleasurable experience, the
other aspect becomes a witness. It is then that we are able to learn from
both pain and pleasure. In the midst of all the pleasures of life, a point of
satiation is reached, waking up that person to higher possibilities. We also
become aware that pleasures of the world are as fleeting as the scene or
pattern formed in a kaleidoscope. In fact, the law of diminishing returns
seems to govern the realm of pleasures. We do not derive the same pleasure
when we repeat the experience—of eating ice-cream or of a trip abroad—
the second time, and still less the third time, and so on.
Likewise, there are those rare few who are able to see that just as there
is pain concealed beneath pleasure, there is also pleasure, nay, happiness
and bliss concealed beneath pain. They begin to value pain and adversity.
The “easy” and happy times are the periods of rest; the “hard” times are
the periods of training—opportunities for gaining strength and knowledge,
writes Mr. Crosbie. Right response to pain comes when we recognize that
true happiness lies hidden within this pain.
We love to hear the stories of people who have been transformed by their
disasters, saying, “I wish it had not happened, but I am a better person for
it,” because it supports a psychological truth that there is a built-in human
capacity to flourish under the most difficult circumstances. “Those who
weather adversity well are living proof of one of the paradoxes of happiness:
We need more than pleasure to live the best possible life. Our contemporary
quest for happiness has shrivelled to a hunt for bliss—a life protected from
bad feelings, free from pain and confusion…. Compassion, wisdom,
altruism, insight, creativity—sometimes only the trials of adversity can
foster these qualities, because sometimes only drastic situations can force us
to take on the painful process of change. To live a full human life, a tranquil,
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carefree existence is not enough. We also need to grow—and sometimes
growing hurts….” (Psychology Today, March-April, 2006)
“Pain arouses, softens, breaks and destroys,” says Through the Gates of
Gold. Pain arouses. It is only when pain comes that we sit up and ask
questions of life. Pain softens. For instance, Viktor Frankl mentions in his
book, Man’s Search for Meaning, the case of a doctor in a concentration
camp, who was the most ruthless, satanic, Mephistophelean figure. Later,
he was taken prisoner by the Russians, and died of the cancer of the urinary
bladder. A person who was with him in the prison told Dr. Frankl that
before he died he showed himself to be the best human being. He helped
and consoled everybody in the prison and lived up to the highest
conceivable moral standard (pp. 154-55). His own suffering must have
softened him. Often, we sympathize with others only if we have passed
through similar troubles. The best response to pain has been beautifully
expressed by Eugene Kennedy, thus:
What is this pain that will not kill us, this ache that has learned how to
follow us so closely through life? It is the pain of being alive…. We can do
more with our pain than suffer it… We should not let it keep us from
reaching out to others…. Our pain will grow less as our hearts grow larger.
from The Theosophical Movement Magazine, November 2018, p 3

~~o~~

A Call: on Human & Artificial Intelligence
With the ever-increasing availability of greater computational power at low cost
it is predicted that in the next decade robots and Artificial Intelligence (AI) machines
will become common-place in society, especially the new variation of AI which is
self-teaching and self-learning.
Thinking observers are trying to understand the implication and dimensions of
what is being proposed, and how these powerful new machines could be managed
and regulated, as has been done for other new technologies in the past that have
shown great capacity for good or harm.
Theosophy has much to teach about the distinctions between Intelligence, Mind,
and Perception – all aspects of Consciousness or Life and being – from the elemental
up to the human stage, and the ethical principles concerned with their right use.
The Editors will publish an article on Human & Artificial Intelligence in a future
issue and would like to hear from Theosophical students with an interest in the area.
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Theosophical Prophecies
A series on predictions made by H. P. Blavatsky and W. Q. Judge.
“We will proceed to record another prophecy or two…”

SANSKRIT
“The first will seem rather bold, but is placed far enough in the future to
give it some value as a test. It is this: - the Sanscrit language will one day
be again the language used by man upon this earth, first in science and in
metaphysics, and later on in common life. Even in the lifetime of the Sun’s
witty writer2 he will see the terms now preserved in that noblest of
languages creeping into the literature and the press of the day, cropping up
in reviews, appearing in various books and treatises . . .”
[“Another Theosophical Prophecy” published in The Path May 1886 and in Articles
Vol. 1, p. 180 by William Q Judge.]

This prediction about Sanskrit is again referred to by WQJ in “The Press
and Occultism.”
[The Path February 1889, Articles Vol. 2, p. 520]
“. . . we may remind our readers that it is a tradition in the Lodge “which
seeth all, holding all, as it were, in its eye,” that our language will creep
slowly back by way of Greek and Latin to the ancient Sanscrit.”
[“Of ‘Metaphysical Healing’” in The Path February 1892, Articles Vol. 2, p. 428]

NAMING THE CENTURIES
It was writing in “The Esoteric Character of the Gospels” in the 19th
century that H. P. Blavatsky drew attention to a convention that had
become commonly but misleadingly accepted:
“The twentieth century has strange developments in store for humanity,
and may even be the last of its name.”
It seems she saw that the 20th century would become known by the term
Common Era (C.E.) rather than “A.D.” which she called elsewhere “the
enslaving of chronology and speech of Christian deceit.”
C.E. and Before the Common Era (B.C.E.) are now widely used, they were
originally coined by the Jewish Johannes Kepler in 1615.

A reference to a writer on the New York “Sun” newspaper who had made “a long tirade
about the superficial knowledge which it claims pervades the Society on the subject of
oriental philosophy.”
2
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MENTAL HEALTH IN THE 20TH CENTURY
“There are several remarkable cycles that come to a close at the end of this
(19th) century. First, the 5,000 years of the Kaliyug cycle; again the
Messianic cycle of the Samaritan Jews of the man connected with Pisces
(Ichthys or "Fish-man" Dag). It is a cycle, historic and not very long, but
very occult, lasting about 2,155 solar years, but having a true significance
only when computed by lunar months. It occurred 2410 and 255 B.C., or
when the equinox entered into the sign of the Ram, and again into that of
Pisces. When it enters, in a few years, the sign of Aquarius, psychologists
will have some extra work to do, and the psychic idiosyncrasies of
humanity will enter on a great change.” from Esoteric Character of the Gospels, HPB
"In the future, as the flower of our civilization unfolds, new diseases will
arise and more strange disorders will be known, springing from causes that
lie deep in the minds of men and which can only be eradicated by spiritual
living." from “Kali Yuga - The Present Age," article "Conversations on Occultism," HPB
Shortly after HPB died there arose to prominence the two great figures of 20th
c. psychology, firstly in 1890s Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) and later Carl Jung
(1875-1961), whose works – although incomplete from a theosophical
standpoint as they don’t explain all of man’s inner structure – were to go on to
form the platform for the modern academic study of the mind.

THE ZIGZAG TRAIL OF MASS AND ENERGY
“The "Sea of Fire" is then the Super-Astral (i.e., noumenal) Light…, which
becomes Astral Matter. It is also called the "Fiery Serpent"…. If the
student bears in mind that there is but One Universal Element, which is
infinite, unborn, and undying, and that all the rest — as in the world of
phenomena — are but so many various differentiated aspects and
transformations of that One… — then the first and chief difficulty will
disappear and Occult Cosmology maybe mastered.
“…Cosmic Electricity: "Fohat hardens and scatters the seven brothers"
which means that the primordial Electric Entity… electrifies into life, and
separates primordial stuff or pregenetic matter into atoms, themselves the
source of all life and consciousness. "There exists an universal agent
unique of all forms and of life, that is called Od, Ob… active and passive,
positive and negative, like day and night: (scientifically) ELECTRICITY
AND LIFE."
“(c) The ancients represented it by a serpent, for "Fohat hisses as he glides
hither and thither" (in zigzags). The Kabala figures it with the Hebrew
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letter Teth, whose symbol is the serpent which played such a prominent
part in the Mysteries.
“…Primordial electricity separates pregenetic matter into atoms and
hardens them; they are the source of all life and consciousness. The
ancients were very well acquainted with this concept and represented it by
a serpent, because Fohat hisses as he glides hither and thither in zigzags.”
[The Secret Doctrine, H. P. Blavatsky, 1:75-6]

The Editors are not physicists and do not understand quantum physics, but
from reading the above they think the discovery of the Higgs-Boson at the
Large Hadron Collider in Geneva may have brought science a step closer
to the old occult tenet that a physical atom is brought into being by the
aggregation of primordial (‘pregenetic’?) matter which has condensed
around it.
Brian Cox and Jeff Forshaw, both Profs. of Physics at Manchester
University, explain the Higgs mechanism in their book “The Quantum
Universe: Everything That Can Happen Does Happen.” One aspect is that
heavy particles tend to trace zig-zag paths, which identifies them as having
mass. The Higgs boson arises as a quanta or manifestation from the Higgs
field, and it is a particle’s interaction with this field which generates their
mass.
The idea that there are primordial cosmic forces which “separates
pregenetic matter into atoms and hardens them” seems to be an apt
description of the action of the Higgs field which gives matter its mass or
hardness. As H. P. B. stated 130 years ago the ancients well understood the
behaviour of these fundamental cosmic forces, whom they represented by
a serpent.
[ to be continued; you are invited to submit examples
of fulfilled or coming Theosophical predictions. ]
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A Rare Robert Crosbie Quote from 1919
How shall we apply Theosophy in
daily life? First,
o to think what we are in reality, on
arising;
o to endeavor to realize what this
small segment of our great
existence may mean in the long
series of such existences;
o to resolve to live throughout the
day from the highest of our
realizations;
o to see in each event and
circumstance a reproduction in
small or in great of that which has
been; and
o to deal with each and every one of
these from that same high point.
Resolve to deal with them as though each had a deep occult meaning and
presented an opportunity to further the successes of the past, or undo the errors.
Thus living from moment to moment, hour to hour, life will be seen as a portion
of a great web of action and reaction, intermeshed at every point, and connected
with the Soul which provided the energy that sustained it. If each event is so
considered throughout the day, be it small or great, the power to guide and control
your energies will in no long time be yours.
The smaller cycles of the personal ego will be related to the Divine Ego and
the force that flows from the latter will show itself in every way, will strengthen
the whole nature, and will even change the conditions, physical and otherwise,
which surround you.
(“Theosophy” magazine, August 1919)
~ ~ ~ ~ ~
This below is on his founding the United Lodge of Theosophists in 1909, part of
an obituary article for Robert Crosbie from the same issue of "Theosophy" to
commemorate his passing on 25th June 1919:
“There is always one Witness on the scene. After the death of Mr. Judge, Robert
Crosbie kept the link unbroken. "Crosbie," said Mr. Judge at their first meeting in
this life, "you are on my list." None at the time suspected, and none has to this day
suspected, that the quiet, earnest, steadfast man whose heart and soul were
assimilated to the nature of H.P.B. and W.Q.J. was to be in fact the agent for the
regeneration of the Theosophical Movement on the lines laid down from the
beginning by the Masters. H.P.B. was the Creator, W.Q.J. was the Preserver, and
Robert Crosbie was the Regenerator, of pure Theosophy.”
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Temple Music
3

The traveller was invited to witness
the monthly trance of the State Oracle
at the temple of Nechung. We have
room here to describe only a small
portion of this experience, relating to
the music used during the ceremony:
Nechung, with the kind permission of John Hill
A booming thunder exploded in the
huge hall under the guise of an extraordinary orchestra of trumpets, gongs,
cymbals and drums. The lack of harmony could not have been greater and would
have hurt the ears of the least musical Westerner. But as time went on I became
accustomed to the disharmony, a strange mystical sensation got hold of me. I
could not explain the powerful effect of this music and I asked our old lamaguide in a whisper if he could explain the purpose of these weird sounds.
To my surprise, he smiled and told me that these musical vibrations had been
discovered after long researches in order to produce feelings of deep devotion
and profound veneration on the audience. Why? Because these vibrations are the
counterpart of natural sounds produced by the human body—sounds which can
be heard when our fingers are pressed on our ears to shut out external sounds.
He then pointed out the seven instruments which made up the orchestra and asked
me to listen carefully: The thudding of the large drums, the sharp clapping of the
damarus4 made of human skulls, the clashing sound of the cymbals and the wistful
sighing. Of the conch shells, the ringing of the bells, the lamentation of clarinets, the
blast of ragdongs, and the shrill of thighbone trumpets.
I tested this the following day... putting my fingers on my ears—I pressed them
in as deeply as I could and indeed, I heard the same sounds although very faintly:
the pulsating heartbeats, the noise of rustling water, the ringing of bells, deep thuds
and what-nots I have made this experiment many times since and can then easily
imagine that I am still in a Tibetan temple.
Here, again, the correlation with the Voice is obvious, where (p. 11) the
student is told to "hear the voice of thy inner God in seven manners," which are
then enumerated.

“On The Lookout” Theosophy monthly magazine, December 1951, p 89

3

Amaury de Riencourt was a young French explorer who visited Tibet in 1947. He called it
“the Key to Asia” and wrote “Roof of the World” about his journey to its monasteries, Lhasa
and Nechung, the seat of the Tibetan State Oracle until 1959 when he fled to India. The
Oracle, from an old Nyingma tradition, is a medium who, becoming possessed, makes
predictions.
4
A damaru is a small two-headed drum used in Hinduism and Tibetan Buddhism.
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Henry More Helped Write Isis from his Astral Library
The great Platonist Henry More had so
devoted his life to Platonism, the study
absorbing him to such an extent that even after
dying, as if in a weird dream, he lived and
studied on, working on the astro-mental plane
of his pure Kama Loca from where he helped
H. P. Blavatsky and Col. Olcott in the
selection of quotations for Isis Unveiled.
More, born in 1614, was the greatest scholar
of the Cambridge Platonists, HPB calling him
“one of the saintliest characters of his period
… a man universally esteemed a shrewd
logician, scientist, and metaphysician.”
These extracts show how his remarkable
mind kept him intellectually engaged for
almost 200 long years after he died in 1687.

Henry More, Platonist
engraving by D. Loggan, 1679. By kind
permission of Encyclopædia Britannica
https://www.britannica.com/biography/HenryMore/media/392013/30238

“He was a great Platonist, and I was told that, so absorbed was he in his
life-study, he had become earth-bound, i.e., he could not snap the ties which
held him to the Earth, but sat in an astral library of his own mental creation,
plunged in his philosophical reflections, oblivious to the lapse of time, and
anxious to promote the turning of men's minds towards the solid philosophical
basis of true religion.”
Old Diary Leaves, First Series, 231, Col. H. S. Olcott

Olcott writes that HPB did not write Isis as an ordinary medium under the
control of live or dead spirits, but in full consciousness and control, and
“Except in the case of this old Platonist, I never had, with or without H.P.B.’s
help, consciously to do with another disincarnate entity during the progress
of our work...” Who else were these two authors in touch with when writing
this remarkable “milestone in the history of Western Esotericism”?
“Then, again, I had ocular proof 5 that at least some of those who worked
with us were living men, from having seen them in the flesh in India after
having seen them in the astral body in America and Europe; from having
touched and talked with them. Instead of telling me that they were spirits, they

5

Visual proof; relating to the sense of sight, from the Latin oculus, an eye.
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told me they were as much alive as myself, and that each of them had his own
peculiarities and capabilities; in short, his complete individuality. They told me
that what they had attained to, I should, one day, myself acquire; how soon,
would depend entirely upon myself; and that I might anticipate nothing
whatever from favour; but, like them, must gain every step, every inch of
progress by my own exertions.
“And yet, despite the above, I was made to believe that we worked in
collaboration with at least one disincarnate entity - the pure soul of one of the
wisest philosophers of modern times, one who was an ornament to our race, a
glory to his country.”
Old Diary Leaves, First Series, 232-234, Col. H. S. Olcott

Of More’s insightful and clear grasp of high metaphysics, HPB says:
“His faith in immortality and able arguments in demonstration of the
survival of man’s spirit after death are all based on the Pythagorean system,
adopted by Cardan, Van Helmont, and other mystics. The infinite and
uncreated spirit that we usually call GOD, a substance of the highest virtue and
excellency, produced everything else by emanative causality. God thus is the
primary substance, the rest, the secondary… He firmly believed in apparitions,
and stoutly defended the theory of the individuality of every soul in which
“personality, memory, and conscience will surely continue in the future state.”
“He divided the astral spirit of man after its exit from the body into two
distinct entities: the "aërial" and the "æthereal vehicle." During the time that a
disembodied man moves in its aërial clothing, he is subject to Fate - i.e., evil
and temptation, attached to its earthly interests, and therefore is not utterly
pure: it is only when he casts off this garb of the first spheres and becomes
ethereal that he becomes sure of his immortality. “For what shadow can that
body cast that is a pure and transparent light, such as the ethereal vehicle is?
And therefore that oracle is then fulfilled, when the soul has ascended into that
condition we have already described, in which alone it is out of the reach of
fate and mortality.” He concludes his work by stating that this transcendent and
divinely-pure condition was the only aim of the Pythagoreans.”
Isis Unveiled 1:205-206

More describes in his own words his revered Divine Numen:
“Of this kind are the following, which metaphysicians attribute particularly
to the First Being, such as: One, Simple, Immobile, External, complete,
Independent, Existing in itself, Subsisting by itself, Incorruptible, Necessary…
Actual Being, Pure Act.”
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, entry “Henry More”
from https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/henrymore.pdf
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The Great Tsong Kha-pa
The Modern Theosophical Movement's
cyclic expression of 1875 is best
understood as an impulse that
originated from Tsong Kha-pa.
“As a supplement to the
Commentaries there are many secret
folios on the lives of the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas, and among these there is
one on Prince Gautama and another on
His reincarnation in Tsong-Kha-pa.
This great Tibetan Reformer of the
fourteenth century, said to be a direct
incarnation of Amita Buddha, is the founder of the Secret School near
Shigatse, attached to the private retreat of the Panchen Lama. It is with Him
that began the regular system of Lamaic incarnations of Buddhas.”
“The records preserved in the Gon-pa, the chief Lamasery of
Tashilhumpo, show that Sang-gyas [i.e. the Tibetan name for Buddha] left
the regions of the ‘Western Paradise’ to incarnate Himself in Tsong-Kha-pa,
in consequence of the great degradation into which His secret doctrines had
fallen.”
Reincarnations in Tibet by H. P. Blavatsky

~
It is said that before the birth in India 2,600 years ago of Siddhartha
Gautama – he who became the Buddha, the Enlightened One – the gigantic
blue lotus known as the Nila Udumbara burst into flower, something which
is always regarded as an important spiritual omen of wonderful things to
come. This is also said to have occurred near a lake at the foot of the
Himalayas before the birth of Tsong Kha-pa in 1357 A.D. at Amdo, Tibet.
In the “Theosophical Glossary,” H. P. Blavatsky speaks of Tsong Kha-pa:
“a famous Tibetan reformer of the fourteenth century, who introduced a
purified Buddhism into his country. He was a great Adept, who being unable
to witness any longer the desecration of Buddhist philosophy by the false
priests who made of it a marketable commodity, put a forcible stop thereto
by a timely revolution and the exile of 40,000 sham monks and Lamas from
the country … Tsong-kha-pa … is the founder of the Gelukpa (“yellow-cap”)
Sect, and of the mystic Brotherhood connected with its chiefs.”
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This “mystic Brotherhood” and the “Secret School” referred to by HPB
in the earlier quote are vitally and inseparably connected with the TransHimalayan Brotherhood and Esoteric School that are spoken of in
Theosophy, although the latter pre-dates Tsong Kha-pa and the Gelugpas by
over 1,500 years and owes much of its origins to the original Aryasanga. The
acting chief of the Brotherhood is the great Lama spoken of as the Maha
Chohan. It is in the famous “Maha Chohan Letter” that we find these words,
referring to the Dalai Lamas and the Panchen Lamas:
“The incarnations of the Bodhisattva, Padmapani, or Avalokiteshvara and of Ts
ongkha-pa and that of Amitabha… we are the humble disciples of these perfect Lamas.”

One of HPB’s “inner group” of twelve specially chosen esoteric students
was Alice Leighton Cleather who in 1920 was one of the very first
Westerners to be received into the Gelugpa order of Tibetan Buddhism.
In her book “Buddhism: The Science of Life,” she wrote,
“Tsong-Kha-pa, the Hobilgan (Initiate) mentioned by K.H., was an incarnation
of the Buddha for the purpose of reforming Tibetan Lamaism. He founded the
Gelugpa or Yellow Order and the Hierarchy of the Tashi Lamas [another name for
the Panchen Lamas] in whom he continues to re-incarnate in the manner described
by K.H., in order to continue his work for Buddhism and humanity.”

The Master K.H., the Master M., Their Master the Maha Chohan, the
great soul who was known to us as “HPB,” and all the other adepts, initiates,
and chelas of the Trans-Himalayan Brotherhood, sometimes called the
Tibetan Brotherhood, are connected in some way or another with the
Gelugpa branch of Tibetan Mahayana Buddhism, which has the Dalai Lama
and the Panchen Lama as its outer representatives in the world.
As we have seen, the Gelugpas6 were founded by Tsong Kha-pa and to the
Masters this equates the Gelugpas – and also Tsong Kha-pa’s Esoteric School
– with being founded by Gautama Buddha himself, since they maintain that
Gautama reincarnated in – not as but in – Tsong Kha-pa in order to rescue
Buddhism from the terrible mess that it had fallen into in Tibet.
The following article will describe some of the corruptions he weeded out,
of which some have returned and are present in today’s Mahayana Buddhism.

6

Literally meaning the “Virtuous Ones” or “Models of Virtue” and also originally known
as the New Kadampas, besides being called the “yellow hats” and “yellow caps.”

Autumn 2018 Newsletter

17th November 2018

18

The Dalai Lama and Two Forms of Tantra
The Mahayana Buddhism of Tibet has two aspects to it, the Sutra
teachings and the Tantra teachings, which are also known respectively as
the Paramitayana and the Vajrayana.
It is often said that the spiritual aspirant must become properly developed
and established in the Bodhisattva ideal and the Bodhisattva Path of
perpetually practising the Paramitas (the “glorious virtues” or
“transcendental perfections”) before entering upon training and practice in
Vajrayana, literally meaning the “Diamond Way.”
In Tibetan Buddhism, the term “Esoteric Buddhism” usually equates to
the Vajrayana teachings and practices.
All the schools of Tibetan Buddhism – from the Gelugpa to the Kagyupa
to the Sakyapa and the Nyingmapa – have their own system of Vajrayana.
However all of them, including even the Gelugpas, include specific elements
and practices of sexual tantra, which according to HPB and the Masters is
the very worst type of black magic.
It certainly has nothing to do with genuine Buddhism or with Buddha
himself. Although it may come as a surprise to some, even the Dalai Lama,
in his bestselling books, openly endorses, promotes and teaches, sexual
tantra, speaking of it casually as being a natural and normal part of
Buddhism.
He believes, as do most Tibetan Buddhist teachers, that only men can
achieve enlightenment and that women should hope to be reborn in a male
body so that they too can attain it, the distinction being due to the different
roles played by male and female (the active being viewed as superior, the
passive as inferior) in sexual tantric practices performed for purposes of
“enlightenment.”
It may sound disturbing, but anyone can verify for themselves these are
indeed unfortunate facts; needless to say this is not the Theosophical teaching.
It is impossible for a Theosophist to believe that this could be the
reformed and purified Buddhism of Tsong Kha-pa’s great vision. If
anything, it sounds more like the corrupted and degraded pseudo-Buddhism
which he had sought to eradicate, a system owing much to the Indian tantric
sorcerer Padmasambhava, the 8th c. CE founder of the Nyingmapas, the
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earliest school of Tibetan Buddhism, and littered with elements carried over
from the indigenous Bon religion and also imported from Hindu tantrism.
Students of Theosophy ought to be aware that there are Dugpas even
amongst the Gelugpas and that the teachings and writings of Tsong Kha-pa
very soon encountered a similar fate to the teachings and writings of all great
religious reformers and spiritual teachers throughout history, in that they
were subjected to interpolations and alterations in order to better serve the
purposes of ambition and ill-discipline.
In more recent times, we have seen a similar thing befall the writings of
H. P. Blavatsky. Within only the first two years of her passing, “The Key to
Theosophy,” “The Voice of the Silence,” and “The Secret Doctrine” were
subjected, in that order, to revisions, alterations, deletions and interpolations
at the hands of Annie Besant and G. R. S. Mead.
Who can believe the present day Gelugpa Lamas when they disgracefully
suggest that after Tsong Kha-pa’s death(!) he practiced sexual tantra and
hence it became part of the Gelugpa system? On the other hand HPB and her
Adept Teachers say this was by no means the case and that he taught a strict
purity. Knowing what we do about both, we prefer to place our confidence
in the Masters and Their Messenger, in this as also in other matters!
“Tantra” itself is not a bad word and merely means “continuum” or
“expansion.” In one sense it can be looked upon as a synonym for practical
occultism. Tantra is not always something sexual. However, sexual tantra is
an aspect of some of the publicly available translations of Tsong Kha-pa’s
writings and in light of all the above we feel justified in presenting the
plausible view that this was written into his writings after he had left the
scene and not written by him.
So one therefore cannot assume that the currently published and
accessible translations of Tsong Kha-pa’s works are entirely the “real thing”
or that they give an accurate picture of his thought.
Just in the last few years, several volumes of his writings have been
published in English and made readily and affordably available to the
general public. The central of these is his principal work, called the “Lam
Rim” or “Lam Rim Chen Mo,” which HPB was writing about as far back as
the 1880s. Titled in English “The Great Treatise On The Stages of The Path
To Enlightenment,” three volumes of it are available from Shambhala
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Publications, who describe it as “one of the brightest jewels in the world’s
treasury of sacred literature.”
All ought to acquaint themselves with it at some point.
Yet HPB writes, “this grand Reformer burnt every book on Sorcery on
which he could lay his hands in 1387, and... he has left a whole library of his
own works – not a tenth part of which has ever been made known.”
These include the original book of the Kalachakra, “re-written by TsongKha-pa, with his Commentaries” and a text quoted from in “The Secret
Doctrine,” referred to as “The Aphorisms of Tsong Kha-pa.”
Many Westerners, including many Theosophists, have quite a naive and
romanticised view of Tibetan Buddhism, especially if they don’t do their
own detailed research into the subject.
But this was not the position or attitude of H. P. Blavatsky. She did not
hesitate to assert that “the field of exoteric and official Buddhism of the
Churches of both North and South, those of Tibet and Ceylon, is covered
once more with parasitic weeds” (her “Misconceptions” article) and “Since
the reform produced by Tsong-ka-pa, many abuses have again crept into the
theocracy of the land,” (“The Theosophical Glossary” entry for “Lama”).
T. Subba Row, Hindu colleague of HPB and initiated disciple of the
Master M., explained that:
“The Himalayan Brotherhood has Buddha for its highest Chohan and
Avalokitesvara for its patron. It wanted to have two men overshadowed by
these two: in one they succeeded, because a portion of Buddha overshadows
the Tashi-Lama. The Dalai Lama is supposed to be overshadowed by
Avalokitesvara, but really is not so. All the Initiates say that Avalokitesvara
is their Patron and Buddha their great Guru. He teaches them directly. He
opens their eyes and aids their minds, infusing them into a portion of His
divine life.” (“T. Subba Row Collected Writings” Vol. 2, p. 422)

On a philosophical note, the Prasangika-Madhyamika “Emptiness”
teaching holds full sway in today’s Tibetan Buddhism, particularly amongst
the Gelugpas, who are the most tenacious proponents of emptiness and
voidness. HPB has described that doctrine or worldview – the idea that the
Ultimate Reality is Emptiness, an emptiness which is even empty of
emptiness itself and all the ideas that are inevitable ramifications of that – as
an exoteric travesty, sophistic nihilism, and an anti-esoteric and highly
rationalist system of thought.
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Ironically, it’s the Gelugpas, as mentioned above, with which HPB and
the Masters of the Trans-Himalayan Brotherhood identify themselves. This
would indicate that there must be an almost entirely unknown esoteric
undercurrent within the Gelugpas which teaches something different from
this. A certain degree of evidence for this can be deduced from taking note
of the information presented in an article titled “The Voice of the Silence”
An Authentic Buddhist Text on BlavatskyTheosophy.com.
Yes, of course there must be, for HPB writes that Tsong Kha-pa was “the
founder of the Secret School near Shigatse... the mystic Brotherhood
connected with [the Gelugpa] chiefs.”
In his highly recommended book simply titled “Buddhism,” Christmas
Humphreys states that Tsong Kha-pa’s
“religious reforms were far from complete, but though he did not abolish the
tantric influences in Tibetan Buddhism [i.e. the negative tantric influences
involving sorcery and sexual magic], he went far to remove them.” He later
adds, “It is not surprising, therefore, that the memory of this great man is
venerated throughout the length and breadth of Tibet, for though his visible
reform of Buddhism was enormous, his unseen work was greater still.”

The Master K.H. refers to “the highest form of adeptship man can hope
for on our planet” and says that Gautama Buddha – whom he calls the
greatest and holiest man that ever lived – attained it and that the most recent
person since Buddha to reach to such a state was Tsong Kha-pa. This
assertion is a very serious statement and deserves our thought and attention.
The majority of Gelugpas believe Tsong Kha-pa to have been an
emanation or embodiment of the celestial Bodhisattva Manjushri. In her
article “Reincarnations in Tibet,” HPB writes that “This reformer is not the
incarnation of one of the five celestial Dhyans, or heavenly Buddhas, as is
generally supposed,” but rather an incarnation of Buddha himself.
In the 1950s Tibet was brutally invaded, violently massacred, and
forcefully occupied by the Chinese, who still occupy it to this day. There is
now no longer a country called Tibet on our maps. It has been mockingly
renamed “The Tibet Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of
China.” A staggering 95% of all the Buddhist monasteries in Tibet have been
destroyed by the Chinese and over 1,000,000 Tibetans killed – for no valid
reason at all – by their cruel oppressors.
The current Panchen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, was abducted by
the Chinese in 1995 when he was just a young child, and has not been seen
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or heard from since. In the worst kind of insult, however, the Chinese have
produced a “Panchen Lama” of their own, the son of hard-line communists,
who travels the world talking about how wonderful the Chinese
government is.
The fact that this has even been allowed to happen, and that there is no
Panchen Lama in the world today (it is feared by many that the abducted one
has been murdered) surely does not bode well for humanity at large, if we
give credence to what the Masters and HPB say about the great esoteric
importance and role of the Panchen Lama, who they speak of as being
spiritually higher in position than the Dalai Lama.
Many Theosophists are unaware that amongst the many letters received
from Masters by various individuals during HPB’s time is a brief letter or
note from the Panchen Lama himself. It has been transcribed in the book
“The Letters of H. P. Blavatsky to A. P. Sinnett.”
Tashilhunpo Monastery, the traditional seat of the Panchen Lama at
Shigatse – a place of such importance to the Masters and to HPB – has now
been turned into a tourist attraction by the Chinese. Where are the Masters?
Some of them were once based near Shigatse, or were at least frequent
visitors from their main base in the Trans-Himalayan region near Ladakh
and Lahaul, but by the 1920s people in that region of Tibet were reportedly
saying that the mysterious Masters and their disciples had moved away and
were not there anymore.
Alice Leighton Cleather, in her book “H. P. Blavatsky – Her Life and
Work for Humanity,” says that
“…she [H.P.B.] once told us that They were preparing to move even
further away from the ever-encroaching foot of the Western “invader” with
his materialistic civilisation.”

All Theosophists are familiar with the idea that in the last quarter of every
century an effort is made by the Great Brotherhood (of which the TransHimalayan Brotherhood is the chief, but not the only, centre) to bring about
a progressive degree of spiritual awakening for humanity, especially the
humanity of the western world.
At the end of the 18th century, Franz Anton Mesmer was the main public
agent of the Brotherhood for that effort and we read in the “Theosophical
Glossary”:
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“It was the Council of “Luxor” which selected him – according to the orders
of the “Great Brotherhood” – to act in the XVIIIth century as their usual
pioneer, sent in the last quarter of every century to enlighten a small portion of
the Western nations in occult lore. It was St. Germain who supervised the
development of events in this case… Of these three men who were at first
regarded as quacks, Mesmer is already vindicated.”

At the end of the 19th century, it was of course H. P. Blavatsky, who was
helped and assisted the most effectively in the work by her friend and
associate William Quan Judge.
It would seem that no attempt at all was made at the end of the 20th
century. Perhaps part of the answer and explanation can be found in these
words of HPB published after she died in her article “Tibetan Teachings”:
“Among the commandments of Tsong-Kha-pa there is one that enjoins the
Rahats (Arhats) to make an attempt to enlighten the world, including the “white
barbarians,” every century, at a certain specified period of the cycle. Up to the
present day none of these attempts has been very successful. Failure has
followed failure. Have we to explain the fact by the light of a certain prophecy?
It is said that up to the time when Panchen Rimpoche (the Great Jewel of
Wisdom) condescends to be reborn in the land of the P’helings (Westerners),
and appearing as the Spiritual Conqueror (Chom-den-da), destroys the errors
and ignorance of the age, it will be of little use to try to uproot the
misconceptions of P’heling-pa (Europe): her sons will listen to no one.”

A correspondent writes: “‘The Secret Doctrine’ contains preparation for
the true Kalachakra initiation, and that one phase of Tsong-Kha-pa’s reform
was on inner planes, an occult reform; another was that the head of the Red
Caps had to incarnate in his ‘dominion’ (ie at Lhasa or Shigatse, see
Reincarnations in Tibet, article by HPB).
“This cycle in one sense is an intense battle for the ideas held by
humankind. There is a direct relationship between the thinking and the actions
of humanity, a causation which will either aid or hinder the work of the Great
Brotherhood of Adepts, who are of the Movement to enlighten the world.
“The head of the Red Caps no longer has to incarnate at…… It is no
accident that Shigatse has been lost.”
Hence the need for men and women of goodwill to come together
to prevent the negation of the work and teachings of the Great Teachers who
are behind the effort of presenting the Wisdom of Theosophy to the world.

~

Autumn 2018 Newsletter

17th November 2018

24

Correspondence and Letters
A Call to Action for a “Fellowship of Humanity”
As a sign of the times this letter is a purely spiritual call to action and may be
a good omen of things to come if we listen and act. In wholly Theosophic words it writes
how we are one people and the “stewards of each other”:

Dear Member,
Powerful forces are moving in our world. It feels like much is waiting to
be born, both great and terrible. Will the world turn towards fear and
darkness, or love and hope this year…?
We've won powerful victories together – important ones that will serve
humanity. But we haven't yet realized the full potential of our greatest
power – the magic of human connection. Love.
The nearly 50 million of us receiving this message come from every corner
of the world, every walk of life, every part of the human family. But a
common spirit of care and service, of light and love, has connected us. In
many ways, it embodies the spirit of humanity, the idea that we are one
people, and stewards of each other and all life.
The world needs this spirit more than ever. Because we will only survive
the challenges we are facing, together.
So this is what it feels like we are meant to be and do: form a great
fellowship of humanity, spread the truth of our connection, and work to
build the world that is waiting to be born not from fear and anger at the
'other', but from hope and love of us all.
This path might lead us to move beyond just campaigns to build spaces
where we can see and hear each other. To campaign not just on policies
and the powerful, but on inspiring people to a culture of humanity that knits
us together. To add to our defense of what we love with a proactive vision
for the way forward for all of us.
If this feels right, let's begin this new year and new chapter with an act of
connection. It might be reaching out to a loved one, or a stranger, or someone
we disagree with politically, or any act of love, kindness, or gratitude.
Let's begin our fellowship, and our year, by spreading the spirit of
humanity, the magic of connection, and the power of love.
With deep gratitude for each and every person in this movement,
R….., with the whole team.

[from an online campaigning organisation 29 Dec 2018]
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Publishing 1: The Ocean of Theosophy in Arabic (2018)

ﻣﺣﯾط اﻟﺛﯾوﺻوﻓﯾﺎ
The Ocean of Theosophy
by William Q Judge has
been translated into Arabic
for the first time.
A Syrian theosophist living
in France, who is in close
contact with the French and
British ULT centres and an
admirer of the theosophy of
Judge & H. P. Blavatsky,
has done the translation.
A PDF has kindly been made
available free of charge by
the translator and with help
from the ULT, linked below.
In the France the books are
available for purchase from
the author for €17+ Postage
& Packing or from UK at a
cost of ₤15 + P&P, available the London ULT. The author can be contacted
at https://www.facebook.com/jihad.alkhouri.71 or via the London ULT.

Other free PDFs in Arabic
Some original articles have also been translated and are available in PDF:
  اﻟﻤﮭﺎﺗﻤ�����ﺎ واﻟﻤﺮﯾ�����ﺪﯾﻦMahatmas & Chelas by H. P. Blavatsky, PDF
Booklet
 : اﻷﺟﻨ������ﺎس اﻟﺒﺸ������ﺮﯾﺔ واﻟ������ﺪورات اﻟﻜﻮﻧﯿ������ﺔHuman Races & Cosmic
Cycles by H. P. Blavatsky & W. Q. Judge, PDF Booklet
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles-books-in-arabic/
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Publishing 2: An Atheist in Heaven (2016)
“Evidence for Life after Death from a Lifelong
Skeptic?” by Paul Davids and Gary E Schwartz.
What happens when a lifelong skeptic dies and
discovers he was wrong about life after death?
Forrest J Ackerman (1916-2008), a luminary in
the early history of science fiction and an ardent,
lifelong atheist, promised that if he were wrong
about the non-existence of an afterlife,7 he would
attempt to send a convincing message to a few
people he especially respected.
Not only did Forrest leave a physical message for
co-author Paul Davids that could not be
explained by contemporary forensic science, but
Forrest produced an extraordinary wealth of four
kinds of converging evidence:
(1) startling physical phenomena (many with clues to his identity);
(2) frequent, highly improbable synchronicities;
(3) relevant communications via research mediums, and
(4) astonishing, measurable effects on technology, beyond anything previously
documented in the history of afterlife research.
Could this in fact be the ultimate evidence for life after death?
Review
"To use an oft-overused word, this book is AWESOME . The work done by Dr.
Schwartz is far-reaching in its implications. I think the world is just now
realizing it."
Deborah Painter , author of Forry: The Life of Forrest J. Ackerman
Extracts from the Inside Flap
The authors… conclude that it is perhaps the most important case of After Death
Communication – a case that offered many types of testable challenges for
laboratories at Indiana University, the College of New Jersey and the University
of Arizona. Their studies, reports and findings are included in this book, along
with the unembellished, true personal story of why Mr. Davids was a logical
candidate to receive these messages. http://opensciences.org/books/near-death-experience/anatheist-in-heaven

7

It is curious Ackerman changed his mind after dying – unless he was not genuinely committed
to his atheism – since the after-death states are usually a continuation of our existing ideas.
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The Newsletter
A home for commentary and research on the Theosophical Movement
A free magazine for those who have an interest in Theosophy and wish to understand its place in the contemporary world. It receives contributions from students
from many countries including Europe, America and India and it welcomes to its
pages contributions from all theosophists irrespective of their affiliation who wish
to further the movement as it was and is foreseen by its great Founders.
It is intended as a space to read, research and comment on the seed ideas given to help
humanity navigate these times with wisdom and charity. It does so by providing a
place to re-examine the legacy Robert Crosbie, founder of the ULT, left for the
care of the Movement during the 20th and – as it now turns out – the 21st century.
It takes an interest in the history of all spiritual movements and gives brief reviews
of new trends. Comments are welcomed and, time allowing, will be replied to
individually, and if they are of wider interest they will be included in the newsletter.
All materials can be used freely under the ‘BY’ Creative Commons licence, which
asks you to credit the source, link to the license, and indicate if changes were made.
The Theosophy Company is not responsible for the individual opinions expressed in
the Newsletter. Back numbers are available on www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/news
For a free subscription by post, email the Editors info@theosophy-ult.org.uk

CC BY 4.0 ~ Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a
copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 or send a letter to Creative
Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. All images and text in this book are in
the Public Domain or have been created by the licensor.
Under this “Attribution” license for Free Cultural Works you are free to share, copy and redistribute
the material in any medium or format, adapt, remix, transform, and build upon the material for any
purpose, even commercially.
But to follow the “Attribution” license terms you must give appropriate credit, provide the above link to
the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in
any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use; nor may you add any additional restrictions.
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Bridges over water, No. 5
Three Stone Arch Bridges, Vikos Gorge, Villa Aoos Nature Park, Ioannina, Greece
by kind permission of ‘Shogun’ Karl Egger, Enns/Austria

The Vikos Gorge is in the Pindus Mountains of northern Greece, extending 20 kms in length it
reaches a depth of 490 m which makes it one of the deepest gorges in the world.
The Gorge is a place of surpassing natural beauty and scientific interest because of its almost
virgin condition, containing many ecosystems and havens for endangered species.
~ * ~

The symbol on the front page is combined from two, one used by William Q. Judge’s Path
of the 1890s and Theosophy, a magazine started in 1912 by his pupil and friend Robert
Crosbie, the founder of the United Lodge of Theosophists.
~ * ~
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