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Editor’s note 

Friends and associates,  

One of the aims of these Newsletters is to re-examine the legacy that 
Robert Crosbie, the founder of the United Lodge of Theosophists, left for the 
20th and 21st centuries, so the 100th anniversary of his life is a good time to 
reflect on the future from the historical perspective of reoccurring cycles. 

The Mahatmas who inspired the Theosophical Movement wrote that 
there is a definite cyclic return of impressions that come back in 100 and 107 
year patterns. The ULT started in 1909 and when in 1919 Crosbie passed 
away he left a vital and healthy ULT, albeit a small one. 

According to the 107 year cycle, the period of 1909-19 (when ULT’s 
foundations were being laid) corresponds to the current period, its reflections 
mapping onto the present, so to say. This makes it a sympathetic time to 
strengthen the philosophical foundations of the ULT so that when periods of 
growth come again (as they did for the ULT in 1920s) then Lodges will have 
a good understanding of how Theosophy can find and adjust to its natural role 
of enlightening science, philosophy and spirituality in the 21st century. 

While there should be no complacency, these times can be spent in 
learning and preparation without the need to be over concerned about numbers, 
knowing that they will look after themselves if we work with  this cycle. 

Looking back at past London Bulletins, the August 1947 issue quoted the 
Preface of Isis Unveiled   in which H. P. Blavatsky identified four things that 
fight against truth and freedom: bad religion, narrow education, shallowness 
in social life, and materialism in science. That these are still with us today and 
are the chief causes of our environmental and moral crises, shows the need for 
Theosophy to continue to teach, as it has done consistently for 140 years, the 
cure for these dire but reversable ills that are affecting our fair earth and people. 

 

The Editors 
info@theosophy-ult.org.uk 

mailto:info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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Well, eat well, sleep well, think well, and cut all doubts by the sword 
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A Biography of Robert Crosbie 
 

We start the serialisation of a new biography 
on the founder of the United Lodge of 
Theosophists, translated from the Dutch 
with assistance from Associates in the 
Netherlands, the USA and UK, a labour of 
love for which we pass on our most grateful 
thanks. Here are the first two chapters. Eds. 

 

Chapter One   Introduction 

 

Robert Crosbie, the founder of the 
United Lodge of Theosophists (ULT) and 
of the magazine “Theosophy,” is not often 
discussed in our publications.  

When it does happen, usually in the June issues,1 the emphasis is much 
more on the importance, meaning, and direction of his work than on him as 
a person. In ULT circles this is but natural and the usual way we approach 
things. After all, if Crosbie gave us the ideal of impersonality and the method 
of anonymity, he himself also gave the example. From the beginning it was 
clear to him and his co-workers that impersonality was rather a matter of 
motive and inner attitude than of outward procedure. 

During his life not everyone was aware of how new this particular 
attitude was in the Theosophical Movement and how important it was to 
make it known and to use it wisely. We usually learn slowly, often outlining 
for ourselves a kind of ideal line of conduct, based on a combination of 
example, personal conceptions and temperament; in short, working with our 
Karma that is then on the surface. In addition, each of us works in practice 
along a winding or zigzag curve, but if we always come back to our 
guidelines then they may take us through to another, better place. This issue 

 

1 Robert Crosbie died on 25th June 1919, a little over ten years after founding the 

United Lodge of Theosophists.  
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is of particular importance for people with strong personalities and presence, 
since they try, after all, to live more consciously, to learn and to understand 
better all that they do. 

The same modesty with which Robert Crosbie is treated in our 
publications is also taken into account in how the ULT and its students 
manage themselves. One can, of course, go into and unravel the detail of all 
this, and sometimes it becomes necessary to examine these details, but 
fundamentally the task of the ULT is a simple one and therefore there is little 
need to say very much about personal details. The main issue is Theosophy 
and its study, its dissemination and its application. Our instruments or tools are 
few in number: the books, the magazines, the meetings. At least so it seems to 
us, generally speaking. But, as Judge said, Theosophy is an “ocean.” 

To the extent that the workers embody Theosophy, and also the 
principles of the ULT, with heart and soul, the matter is sufficiently alive 
and the emphasis is sustainable. The Theosophical Movement is alive and it 
continually transforms from generation to generation; in this sense it is like 
a relay race, with cycles of delay and acceleration, narrowing and widening 
as the play of centripetal and centrifugal forces act on it. 

Now a living ULT is much more an organism  than an organisation. But 
it is not enough that an organism only exists, it must be healthy and able to 
strengthen itself and grow from the inside, as also to handle growth from the 
outside. There is a lot involved and not least the need for a positive and useful 
relationship between teacher and pupils, founder and followers. 

In this we never forget the principal contribution of Robert Crosbie: he 
never pointed to himself, but to the original founders, and wherever he could, 
he removed all vestiges of personal authority over others in moral or spiritual 
matters. Thus, he provided a basis for co-operation among free individuals 
as associates and directed them towards a higher reality, with voluntarily 
chosen responsibility to oneself and to others. This is both the principle and 
the theory. The practice is sometimes different, and the cause of possible 
differences lie in the relationship between how examples are used and 
applied. The example is to be followed and individually applied by others, 
and they have to process it for themselves, and that takes time and effort. 

Robert Crosbie is loved and honoured in the ULT because he thought 
up and worked out an ideal way to continue the Theosophical Movement, 
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and to do so at a time when it was in great danger of becoming stranded on 
the rocks of personal adoration, personal authority, dilution, and confusion. 

Mme. Blavatsky had been an exceptional source of inspiration, and 
William Q. Judge an exemplary embodiment of it. And those who would 
drink deeply at that source, who would also perceive in Judge the example 
of a healthy Theosophical method (as Crosbie did) would offer the best 
opportunities to the Movement for its successful continuation. The quality 
of the Movement has always depended on that of its workers, on their 
motives, starting points, training, and intentions. 

It was through “loyalty to the great Founders of the Theosophical 
Movement,” with the emphasis on the essentials of Theosophy, and by 
paying less attention to “dissensions and differences of individual opinion,” 
that Crosbie laid the foundation for a sound, valuable, and sustainable work. 

The essence of this essay is to show that Crosbie’s exceptionally 
brilliant contribution was due to his study, and his life experience that 
complemented and expressed his Egoic tendencies.2 The difficulties he 
encountered and wrestled with in his life steered him and strengthened him, 
and as a true Theosophist he transformed them into life-wisdom, expressed 
in the United Lodge of Theosophists, and in his actions and writings.  

Crosbie does not need us to shower him with praise. Whoever wants to 
know him can best find him in “The Friendly Philosopher,” a collection of 
his talks, letters, and statements. Those who wish to understand how he came 
to establish the ULT are invited to take note of his personality, his life, and 
his development into a deep philosopher. 

We would also do well to realise that without him America probably 
would not have had a United Lodge of Theosophists; as indeed Europe 
would not have known the ULT without B. P. Wadia, an important worker 
of the “second phase” who came along shortly after Robert Crosbie himself 
had left the scene. 

 

 

 

2 In theosophical terms, his natural attributes as a reincarnating being. [Eds] 

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/the-friendly-philosopher/
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Chapter Two       The Sources 

 

There are many affiliates and interested parties who could properly 
present information regarding Robert Crosbie and the ULT. In this book we 
will not limit ourselves to the classical sources that are commonly used, yet 
although those sources are very valuable, they are incomplete. 

Sometimes one gets the impression that the ULT is not so focused on 
history, at least not on its own history. This is understandable insofar as 
history, by definition, has to do with what has gone by, and the ULT wants 
to put emphasis on the more permanent aspects like Theosophical thought.  

On the other hand, one is  obliged to look at the past if one wants to 
understand the present. 

This was realised by some concerned individuals in the ULT and 
therefore from very early on historical articles were published about the 
Movement in the magazine “Theosophy” when Robert Crosbie was editor-
in-chief. These articles provide an extensive and accurate overview of 
theosophical history from 1875 to 1925. 

They raise very controversial issues and this may surprise us, as the 
ULT states in the principles of its Declaration that it “does not concern itself 
with dissensions or differences of individual opinion.” However 
theosophical history was full of it, and one could not explain the reasons for 
the formation of the ULT without referring to that history as a background. 

These articles, together with a number of others, appeared in 
“Theosophy” and are just about the only source for historical studies of the 
ULT. The series starts with “Masters and Their Message” in Volume III 
(1914-15). In Volume VIII we find “The Theosophical Movement,” in XIII 
“The Cycle Moveth” and in XIII and XIV “The Rising Cycle.” 

The magazine “Theosophy” was started in 1912, and with Volume XIII 
we are already up to 1924-25. In that year a monumental book was published 
in which the previous history, some of which had been outlined in the articles 
in the paragraph above, was recorded. It was titled “The Theosophical 
Movement 1875-1925 – A History and a Survey.” It is 705 pages and was 
published by E. P. Dutton & Company, New York, without an author’s name 
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but clearly from the ULT. The matter was originally organised by Robert 
Crosbie and written by John Garrigues and other collaborators. 

The book was subsequently edited, being shortened in content but 
extended in time, and republished in 1951 as “The Theosophical Movement 
1875-1950,”3 again anonymously. However, we now know that the editing 
and additional content was the work of Henry Geiger and Grace Clough. 

Not everyone is of the opinion that our history is even approximately 
objective. Boris de Zirkoff, compiler of the Blavatsky Collected Writings 
and well aware of many aspects of theosophical history, gave us his opinion 
in a letter of 17th March 1970: 

“. . . the book . . . is not just one-sided . . . it is certainly unfair and biased 
in a thousand ways. In general, the story is accurate with regard to the time 
of H.P.B. But shortly afterwards it becomes very unjust and unfriendly 
towards Col. Olcott;4 later it makes Judge a “saint” and leaves out the many 
inner problems he encountered in his life – events and circumstances that 
actually make him even more beloved instead of causing the opposite. And 
then the book falls completely when it deals with other Societies, including 
perpetuating myths about Katherine Tingley . . . The book is not a history! It 
is no more than a partial message that, by keeping many things unmentioned, 
distorts the picture. I hate writers who have the audacity to judge the mistakes 
and flaws of a personal disciple of the Masters, especially Olcott. This 
testifies neither to kindness nor to understanding, but shows a spirit of 
superiority and pride. Excuse me for speaking so frankly.”5 

Well, facts are facts and sometimes very difficult to trace, and even 
more difficult to interpret. Boris de Zirkoff himself was not completely 
unbiased. He was firmly convinced that Katherine Tingley was an Initiate 
and that Dr. G. de Purucker, her successor, was in daily contact with the 
Mahatmas. Who will prove it otherwise? In any case, Boris was right in 
saying that our history leaves much unsaid. 

 

3 By The Cunningham Press, Los Angeles, it can be read on line 
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-
Theosophical-Movement-1875-1950.pdf  
4 Why the “1875-1950” book took the approach that it did to Col. Olcott – and how 
it is a factual and not a condemnatory one – is explained in later chapters. 
5 The original of this letter remains to be found; this is a re-translation back into 
English of the Dutch version. 

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-Theosophical-Movement-1875-1950.pdf
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-Theosophical-Movement-1875-1950.pdf
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Of particular interest regarding Robert Crosbie himself is an obituary in 
the August 1919 issue of “Theosophy” (Vol. VII, p. 289-292)6 and a second 
one on page 320. There are also other historical articles in “Theosophy” 
(Vol. XXIII), such as the important “Aftermath” series of ten articles from 
January 1935. 

Now, to be precise, none of these articles or books are “official” ULT 
texts. After all, they are anonymous. They are as accurate as was possible for 
the writers of that time, and they must have been based on very voluminous 
dossiers of evidence, but they are incomplete. Not so much because some 
details were still to become known but rather because the authors omitted 
much. That was their right and, as far as Crosbie is concerned, they were 
probably influenced by his own preference for impersonality and anonymity. 

For us there is nothing that Crosbie could have said, done, or written, 
that would detract from its value. Since the picture offered in ULT 
publications is admittedly somewhat one-sided, we will not hesitate to use 
other sources as well. 

Which other sources? Well, there are the voices of what we might call 
“the opposition party,” mostly from “The Theosophical Society – Point 
Loma,” “The Theosophical Society – Pasadena” etc., the followers of 
Katherine Tingley and Dr. G. de Purucker, and which have a long history of 
subdivided and disintegrated groups. These sources are important because 
they represent the part of the Movement from which Crosbie had separated 
himself. If we want to follow and appreciate the story of his life and work, 
we need to know something about the terrain of his experience.  

This background is partly found in publications such as “The 
Theosophical Forum” of the T.S. Point Loma. Another book belonging to 
this category is the well-known “Theosophists, Reunite!” by F. Pierce 
Spinks.7 Another major source is “Theosophical Notes,” the journal of a 
ULT dissident, Victor Endersby, who worked closely with the Los Angeles 
ULT from 1921 to 1949 and wrote articles for the magazine “Theosophy”. 
He was the founder of the ULT Lodge in Berkeley, California. As a result of 

 

6 See page 11 where this obituary is reproduced in full, also digitally for the first time. 
7 The Christopher Publishing House, Boston, 1958. 

http://www.austheos.org.au/indices/THNOTS.HTM
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a disagreement with some associates in Los Angeles, from 1950 to 1978 he 
separated and gave his own opinions and insights in “Theosophical Notes.” 

Furthermore, there are the more or less neutral works of theosophical 
and other historians, such as Prof. Charles J. Ryan’s “H. P. Blavatsky and 
the Theosophical Movement”;8 Prof. Emmett A. Greenwalt’s “California 
Utopia: Point Loma, 1897-1942,”9 and Bruce F. Campbell’s “Ancient 
Wisdom Revived, A History of the Theosophical Movement.”10 
Occasionally interesting pieces appear in magazines such as “The Canadian 
Theosophist” and “The Eclectic Theosophist.” In other cases we relied on 
private sources and other official documents, such as Judge's reports to the 
American Conventions, to be found in his magazine “The Path.” 

It did not seem possible to justify every detail of our text by a footnote 
and a reference to a specific source, but we have an almost complete list, 
chronologically arranged, of all the sources that we have used, and we may 
make them available to those who are interested. 

 

 [from a newly translated biography by Armand Courtois, Chapters 1 & 2, 
the series will be continued in the next issue] 

 

 

 

Armand Courtois (1922 - 2002)  

 
 
 
 
 

Armand was a long-time Associate of the Antwerp ULT. 
He was initially at the London and Paris Lodges, after 
which he moved to Antwerp where he spent many years.  

 

8 Theosophical University Press, Pasadena, California, 1975; a revision of the 
1937 edition. 
9 Point Loma Publications, Inc., San Diego, California, 1978; a revision of “The 
Point Loma Community in California: 1897-1942, A Theosophical Experiment,” 
University of California Press, Berkeley, 1955. 
10 University of California Press, Berkeley, 1980. 
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Robert Crosbie, Their Colleague Passes 

This obituary was the lead article in the magazine Theosophy of August 1919. It is 
now reproduced in full and made available electronically. 

ROBERT CROSBIE, pupil of H. P. Blavatsky, friend and Companion 

of William Q. Judge, is no more a person: he has gone to his own place. 

That which men call death is but a change of location for the Ego, a 
mere transformation, a forsaking for a time of the mortal frame, a short 
period of rest before one reassumes another human frame in the world of 
mortals. The Lord of this body is nameless; dwelling in numerous tenements 
of clay, it appears to come and go; but neither death nor time can claim it. 
for it is deathless, unchangeable and pure, beyond Time itself, and not to be 
measured. So our old friend and fellow-worker has merely passed for a short 
time out of sight, but has not given up the work begun so many ages ago — 
the uplifting of humanity, the destruction of the shackles that enslave the 
human mind. 

Robert Crosbie preserved unbroken the link of the Second Section of 
the Theosophical Movement from the passing of Mr. Judge in 1896, and in 
1907—just eleven years later—made that link once more Four Square 
amongst men. In the year 1909 the Third Section was restored by the 
formation of the United Lodge of Theosophists. In 1912 he founded the 
magazine Theosophy. Of all these activities connected with the 
Theosophical Movement he has been the inspiration and the sustainer from 
the beginning. H. P. Blavatsky, as all know, was the Mother and the Creator 
of the Theosophical Movement of the nineteenth century, the teacher of 
Theosophy — Message and Messenger in one. The nature of her work 
exposed her to the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune at the hands of all 
those selfish interests in religion, in science, and in the Theosophical Society 
which were imperiled by her mission, or overshadowed by her greatness. 
She was the scapegoat of atonement for all the sins of omission and 
commission of the T.S. and its Fellows. 

During her lifetime William Q. Judge was able to work in comparative 
quiet and seclusion in that part of the great task which was his. What that 
task was can be surmised by H.P.B.'s statements that he was the Preserver of 
Theosophy and the Heart and Soul of the Second Section. Upon her death 
Mr. Judge was compelled by the exigencies of the Movement to stand in her 
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stead as the target for the attacks upon her, her work, her good name and 
fame, only at last to become victim, as she had been, to treachery from within 
the Society. The enemies of the faith are always from within the household. 

There is always one Witness on the scene. After the death of Mr. Judge, 
Robert Crosbie kept the link unbroken. “Crosbie,” said Mr. Judge at their 
first meeting in this life, “you are on my list.” None at the time suspected, 
and none has to this day suspected, that the quiet, earnest, steadfast man 
whose heart and soul were assimilated to the nature of H.P.B. and W.Q.J. 
was to be in fact the agent for the regeneration of the Theosophical 
Movement on the lines laid down from the beginning by the Masters. H.P.B. 
was the Creator, W.Q.J. was the Preserver, and Robert Crosbie was the 
Regenerator of pure Theosophy. 

“Ask Crosbie; he thinks and acts as I do,” Mr. Judge used to say to the 
New England Esotericists when they came to him for advice and instruction. 
“Go to W.Q.J.; he is my alter Ego,” used to say H.P.B. when importuned by 
American students for directions. The hints she gave in relation to Mr. Judge 
were not grasped by the ambitious, the greedy for occult preferment, the 
careless and the non-discriminating. The hints Mr. Judge gave in regard to 
Mr. Crosbie were not perceived by those whose only thought was their own 
advancement or their own position. After the death of H.P.B., Mr. Judge 
gave out such statements in regard to her native and mission as, if taken, 
would have shown the students where to find the link of the Dzyan. So, in 
like manner, after the death of Mr. Judge, Robert Crosbie gave out such 
statements in respect at Mr, Judge as, if taken, would have preserved the 
unity of all the student body of Theosophists. 

“They parted His raiment amongst them; and for His vestments they 
cast lots.” Vanity, ambition, and a desire to pose before the world as the 
Successor of the Messenger, both at the passing at H.P.B. and of W.Q.J. 
caused many claimants for the “mantle of the prophet” to distract the 
attention of the bewildered students. The fold was ravaged by the wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. The once united Theosophical Society split into sectarian 
fragments; the one light of the Message was broken into many spectral rays. 

When asked, “Why could not the students see the true lines to follow, 
no matter what clamours and claimants arose?” Mr. Crosbie used to answer, 
“It all lies in one word: Personalities. Personalities and ‘successorship.’ If 
the students in all those years could not see the nature of H.P.B. and W.Q.J. 
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as shown by Their works and wisdom; could not test claims and ‘personal 
psychological experiences’ by the principles of the philosophy they 
professed to study, how could anything or any one undeceive them?” 

It is highly significant for its truly occult value in this connection to 
state that the only published writing to which he ever affixed his signature 
was that written by Mr. Crosbie at the time of Mr. Judge’s death. It was 
written and signed by him to point out the real nature of W.Q.J. and to 
show the way to any students who might in truth be seeking to find the 
Path. That article is republished in the present number of this magazine, 
and in simple truth and justice it may be said that all that Mr. Crosbie there 
stated of Mr. Judge, applies with the same fidelity to himself. He, like they, 
must be judged by his works and wisdom. In Occultism, it is merit, and 
merit alone, that counts. 

In the years from 1896 to 1906 Mr. Crosbie did what could be done for 
those whose lack of discrimination placed them at the mercy of claimants 
and self-styled agents of the Masters. Through the long roll of the passing 
years he remained faithful and true without variableness or the shadow of 
turning, to Masters, Their Message and Their Messengers. When the time of 
trial was over he found grateful and loyal comrades to hold up his hands in 
the gigantic task of restoring that which had become lost and obscured. The 
work revivified in 1906, from then onward he worked unceasingly to 
vindicate the calumniated reputations of H.P.B. and W.Q.J., and to demand 
for a spoliated past, that credit for its achievements which had been too long 
withheld by usurpers and traitors. Ever faithful, ever kind, ever the teacher 
and the guide to all who sought him that they might learn, he found his deep 
and enduring solace and satisfaction in pointing them to the nature of those 
great Beings. “Stick to the Messengers and the Message,” he was wont to 
say. “‘Ingratitude is not one of Their vices.’ Go on with the work. We are 
working in the present for the future. Unless the nature of H.P.B. and W.Q.J. 
is grasped, Theosophy is not understood, and cannot be understood.” 

He lived to see the work inaugurated by him grow till the United Lodge 
of Theosophists numbers hundreds of Associates in all quarters of the world, 
devoted in unity of thought, will, and feeling to one aim, one purpose, one 
Teaching—the dissemination of the fundamental principles of the 
philosophy of Theosophy as it was given by Those who brought it, and the 
exemplification in practice of those Principles. The magazine founded by 
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him and of which he has been the chief Editor from the beginning, now 
circulates in every civilized Country. 

His burdens during many years have been enormous. In addition to his 
other work, he was a frequent speaker at the meetings of the United Lodge; 
he was constantly at the service of the hundreds of students who sought his 
wise and benign counsels in their many problems; he attended personally, 
under no matter what pressures upon his time and energies, to an incessant 
stream of correspondence from unknown inquirers who came in some 
unknown ways to learn of him and to seek his kindly advice and suggestion. 
He never denied his help, but gave freely without stint or limit. 

Worn out in these unselfish labors for the benefit and advantage of his 
fellow men, burdened with the toll of advancing years, the frail body could 
no more sustain the increasing demands upon it. He died as he had lived, 
calm and serene, with no word of complaint during the days of intense 
suffering that preceded his release. Something of his firm principles and the 
impersonality of his life and work can be gained from his last published 
article, printed in the July number of this magazine under the title,                       
Is Theosophy a Progressive System of Religion? 

Mr. Crosbie left a large amount of matter in the hands of his immediate 
Associates in the work. From time to time this will be published over his 
signature, so that he being gone, may yet speak to us; the occasion for 
anonymity no longer existing. In all other respects this magazine and the 
various activities of the United Lodge will be maintained in unbroken 
continuity of the lines laid down, in so far as that may be possible to his 
younger brothers. And on this he once said, when one of his associates was 
bemoaning some failure: “Do not grieve over failures and partial successes. 
It is the effort that counts. He who, with a right motive, and with sincere 
good-will, does the best that he can, and all that he knows how to do, does 
enough.” The future will determine whether those into whose hands has been 
entrusted the work of Robert Crosbie will prove true to their trust and carry 
it on, as he carried it on, in the path of the Predecessors. 

 

SWAPITA, sayeth the ancient immemorial Scripture;  
SWA — to his own; APITA — is he gone: He is gone to his own place. 

 

from Theosophy, August 1919, Vol. VII, Issue No. 10, pages 289-292  
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A Love for Clarity of Thought and Unity of Being 
 

There is a fine balance between clarity of thought and unseparateness of attitude in 
Robert Crosbie’s Buddhistic thinking, it encourages an even-handed weighing up 
and discernment in those who appreciate his thought and writings. 

It is part of the Head’s ‘Love of Clarity of the Intellect’  and the Heart’s ‘Love of Unity’  
which is the goal of the mystic-adept and the real meaning of the Alchemical wedding, 
of when Buddhi unites with Manas. (cont’d from p. 17 of the Winter 2018-19 ed.) 

Clarity is the realisation of true facts & principles; it leads to wisdom and insight: 

… the time will come when the truth will prevail, and all the more 
convincingly because of having stood through seas of error and rocks of 
determined opposition.                 14th May 

Tolerance is good, if rightly understood; but there are many strange ideas in 
regard to it. Some think it to be intolerant to point out to others holding different 
views any errors of statement or fact. But Truth never yet agreed with error, 
nor does error agree with error; Truth agrees only with Truth.11              20th June 

What is needed in the world is knowledge. Good motive may save the moral 
character, but it does not ensure those thoughts and deeds which make for the 
highest good of humanity.               9th October 
 

Unity has a scientific basis in the ultimately single origin  of the Cosmos and man, 
hence a metaphysical unity of being that reduces the separative feeling  of “I & Mine”: 

There is only one Life in the world, to which we, as well as all other beings, 
pertain. We all proceeded from the same one Source and are proceeding on 
the same path to the same goal.                  17th June 

Dwelling on the Fundamentals  and the endeavour to help others is the true 
concentration. Mr. Judge wrote: “Thus the will is freed from the domination 
of desire and at last subdues the mind itself.”            6th October 

We are striving for Unity first, and as far as possible leave out points that 
may antagonize. Theosophy itself, pure and simple, is the great “unifier”... 
Our work is to inform, not to proselyte.    The Friendly Philosopher 374 

from A Book of Quotations from Robert Crosbie and other writings  

 

11  20th June quote: this is followed by the balancing factor that “when we are convinced of the truth 
of a matter, there is no reason why we should not voice that conviction as strongly as the case 
demands, but there is no reason why we should demand acceptance of it.”    (3rd October) 
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Theosophical Prophecies: Oracular Stones 
 

[A series on and about predictions from H. P. Blavatsky and W. Q. Judge. This one takes extracts 
from the Secret Doctrine  that describe unknown and unsuspected qualities of certain stones.] 

The Secret Doctrine on Stones and Henges, and why they matter 

The importance of archaeology and of understanding the remarkable traces that 
ancient civilisations left behind long ago is shown by the great quantity of references 
made to archaeology in The Secret Doctrine  (1888) and in articles such as A Land of 
Mystery  (Theosophist, March 1880) and Cities under Cities (Path, November 1892). 

The world view of the Victorian era perceived, as many quite wrongly still do 
today, that all real progress has only been made in the last few hundred years since 
Western enlightenment. This Theosophy challenges strongly and indeed insists that it 
is only by returning to an appreciation of – even a love and respect for – the real 
greatness of certain high civilisations of old, that we will find a secure basis on which 
to build an enduring and happier future for humanity. Today’s many crises – 
environmental, social, intellectual, spiritual – are a wake-up call to the thoughtful to 
challenge this still prevailing world view. Hence we reproduce here a little of what is 
said in The Secret Doctrine  about some of the natural wonders of ancient worlds. 

However, it may be fairly asked by the scientifically-minded why we are no longer 
spoken to by oracular stones (the ‘groaning’ Stone of Scone in Westminster not 
withstanding)… or why we have no longer to chase after their peripatetic cousins! But 
these are serious questions and ones that science is now slowly starting to research. One 
way is by assessing what effects strong belief or disbelief can have on natural psychic 
phenomena, and if a powerful strongly sceptical mind can act as an extinguisher  on 
the actions of other, weaker minds when attempting to exercise their psychic powers.  

That such an effect is produced does not seem at all unreasonable since the mind 
is a generator of psychic energy and if someone with a very negative or sceptical 
outlook directs a strong will, even unconsciously, against an intended psychic 
operation then even a novice could reasonably predict there will be some interference. 

This may explain why some mediums and psychics can operate with fair success 
under their usual conditions, but when placed in a too-sceptical environment (such as 
a laboratory test administered by conventionally-trained scientists) then they will fail 
to perform. It may also be the reason why the materialism of these 21st c. times means 
there are now very few outbreaks of phenomena such as were seen en masse in 
spiritualism of the 1850s and 60s. Today such exhibitions would clash with the times. 

But if today’s uninviting circumstances put off the shy spirits, no one can make 
away with the irrefutable facts of the past as recorded by some of the most reliable, 
trusted, and sober characters, as these excerpts from the Secret Doctrine  2:341-4 attest:  
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 …without claiming any such peripateticism (wandering) and innate psychic 
faculties for our stones, we may collect, in our turn, every available evidence on hand, 
to show that (a) had there been no giants to move about such colossal rocks, there 
could never have been a Stonehenge, a Carnac (Brittany) and other such Cyclopean 
structures; and (b) were there no such thing as MAGIC, there could never have been 
so many witnesses to oracular  and speaking  stones. 

In the Achaica we find Pausanias confessing that, in beginning his work, he had 
regarded the Greeks as mighty stupid  “for worshipping stones.” But, having reached 
Arcadia, he adds: “I have changed my way of thinking.” Therefore, without worshiping 
stones or stone idols and statues, which is the same—a crime Roman Catholics are 
unwise to reproach Pagans with, as they do likewise—one maybe allowed to believe 
in what so many great philosophers and holy men have believed in, without deserving 
to be called an “idiot” by modern Pausaniases. 

It is also known that the famous stone at Westminster12 was called liafail—“the 
speaking stone,”—which raised its voice only to name the king that had to be chosen.  
Cambry (Monuments Celtiques) says he saw it when it still bore the inscription:—13 

“Ni fallat fatum, Scoti quocumque locatum 
Invenient lapidem, regnasse tenentur ibidem.” 

[If the Destiny prove true, then the Scots are known 
    to have been Kings where'er men find this stone.] 

Finally, Suidas speaks of a certain Heraclius, who could distinguish at a glance the 
inanimate stones from those which were endowed with motion; and Pliny mentions 
stones which “ran away when a hand approached them.”  

De Mirville—who seeks to justify the Bible—inquires very pertinently, why the 
monstrous stones of Stonehenge were called in days of old chior-gaur (from Cor, 
“dance,” whence chorea, and gaur, a GIANT), or the dance of giants? 

…In those regions—true forests of rocks—immense monoliths are found, “some 

 

12 Oracular stones are said to be prophetic and predict the future, as the Stone of Scone at 

Westminster was said to have been. (Eds) 
13 The rocking, or Logan, stones bear various names. The Celts had their clacha-brath the 
“Destiny or judgment-stone”; the divining-stone, or “stone of the ordeal” and the oracle 
stone; the moving or animated stone of the Phœnicians; the rumbling stone of the Irish.  
Brittany has its “pierres branlantes” at Huelgoat… (Other stones are described as “being 
placed on the apex of a tumulus, and so sensitive as to be movable by the mind.”  Eds.) 
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weighing over 500,000 kilograms” (Cambry).14  

Le Grand Menhir Brisé, the Great Broken Menhir, 340 tons, Brittany. (credit Search of Life) 

These “hinging stones”  

15 of Salisbury Plain are believed to be the remains of a 
Druidical temple.  But the Druids were historical men and not Cyclopes, nor giants.  
Who then, if not giants, could ever raise such masses (especially those at Carnac and 
West Hoadley), range them in such symmetrical order that they should represent the 
planisphere16, and place them in such wonderful equipoise that they seem to hardly 
touch the ground, are set in motion at the slightest touch of the finger, and would yet 
resist the efforts of twenty men who should attempt to displace them. 

We say, that most of these stones are the relics of the last Atlanteans. 

… Charton speaks of a specimen of such rock “from Ireland,” which had been  

 

14  This is 500 tons. “Le Grand Menhir Brisé” in Brittany had the honour of being the largest 
known standing stone in Europe. Today the menhir is broken after it fell, its estimated weight 
is a stupendous 340 tons, or 750,000 lbs. It compares in size to the immense stones of the 
Temple of Jupiter  in the Lebanon. This temple, situated at the Baalbek complex, was the 
largest of the Roman world and its unfinished “Stone of the South” weighs approximately 
1,100 tons, and other stones under “The Grand Terrace” of the temple between 750 and 1,000 
tons each (c. 2 million lbs). How the ancients moved these stones is still speculated on. (Eds) 
15  Rocking stones: “singular monuments, in England termed Logan-stones, and in France 
Pierres-branlantes, are yet enigmas to antiquaries. Their origin and use are involved in doubt 
and mystery.  As the name implies, rocking-stones consist of huge blocks, so poised on the 
ground, or on other stones, that the slightest force will cause them to oscillate.” (Blavatsky 
suggests these are for telekinesis. From An Archaeological Index: To Remains of Antiquity 
of the Celtic, Romano-British, and Anglo-Saxon Periods by J. Y. Akerman, 1847. Eds.) 
16  A planisphere is a star chart analog computer that can be adjusted to display the stars for 
any time and date, so it can teach how to recognize stars and constellations. (Eds) 

http://searchoflife.com/the-ancient-avenues-of-carnac-2014-02-09
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submitted to the analysis of an eminent English geologist, who assigned to it a foreign 
origin, “most probably African.” 

 This is a strange coincidence, as Irish tradition attributes the origin of her 
circular stones to a Sorcerer who brought them from Africa.  De Mirville sees in that 
sorcerer “an accursed Hamite.” We  see in him a dark Atlantean, or perhaps even some 
earlier Lemurian, who had survived till the birth of the British Islands—GIANTS in 
every and any case.17 

 “Science,” having undertaken to demonstrate that even the mind and Spirit 
of man are simply the production of blind forces, is quite capable of accepting the 
task. It may come out some fine morning, and seek to prove that nature alone has 
marshalled the gigantic rocks of Stonehenge, traced their position with mathematical 
precision, given them the form of the Dendera planisphere and of the signs of the 
Zodiac, and brought stones weighing over one million of pounds flying from Africa 
and Asia to England and Ireland!18   

The 3,000 Menhirs in Carnac, Brittany (credit Ashtronort – History's Mysteries) 

 

The series on Prophecies will be continued, if you have anything 
related to predictions etc – fulfilled or unfulfilled – please send them in.  

 

17  Diodorus Siculus asserts that in the days of Isis, all men were of a vast stature, who were 
denominated by the Hellenes Giants.” 
18  In “Stonehenge” (Flinders Petrie) it is said that “Stonehenge is built of the stone of the 
district, a red sandstone, or ‘sarsen’ stone, locally called ‘grey wethers.’ But some of the 
stones, especially those which are said to have been devoted to astronomical purposes, have 
been brought from a distance, probably the North of Ireland.” The Secret Doctrine, 2:344 

https://ashtronort.wordpress.com/2015/09/26/monolithic-madness-3000-menhirs-carnac-brittany/
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One Person’s Courage Gives Life to Many 
 

“Courage, as they say, is contagious”   
 

Amal Clooney, the international human rights lawyer, has learned a great deal 
about courage in the course of her work. She has stood up for journalists detained 
in Myanmar, and for past several years has fought to take the Islamic State (ISIS) 
to court, alongside Nadia Murad – a Yazidi woman who survived ISIS slavery… 

Clooney delivered a memorable speech in 2018 in which “she implored young people 
to take the mantle of courage 

19 into their own lives and work by standing up for 
refugees, LGBTQ people, women, and all other groups that have been traditionally 
marginalized by society.” The Global Citizen20 correspondent continues:  

You should really listen to the speech in its entirety, but if you’re short on time, 
Global Citizen is bringing you five of the most powerful quotes:  

1. “Courage, as they say, is contagious. People who have had the courage 
to change their societies – in India, in South Africa, in the United States 
– inspire each other and create rights for future generations.” 

2. “When I look at the world today I see that courage is needed more than 
ever. At a time when women all over the world face physical abuse, 
restrictions on their ability to work, own property, travel, and even have 
custody over their children, we need courage.”  

3. “At a time when our politicians try to conflate the terms refugee and 
terrorist and make us fear one another, we need courage.” 

4. “We need young people with the courage to say, ‘This is our world now, 
and there are going to be some changes.’” 

5. “Be courageous. Challenge orthodoxy. Stand up for what you believe in. 
When you are in your rocking chair talking to your grandchildren many 
years from now, be sure you have a good story to tell.” 

 

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/amal-clooney-commencement-speech-courage/  
 

 [We may add “yes, these times do need courage, and as much discernment.”  Eds]  
 

19  It may be asked if the Lebanese-British Clooney has any Druze ancestry as her spirit of 
justice and bravery characterise the noble Druze tradition. H. P. Blavatsky describes the 
Druzes as having their roots in early mystic sects that fled persecution from the Egyptian and 
Roman empires, and were closely connected to certain Tibetan Lamaists known as the 
mysterious “Brotherhood of Khelang.” She writes of their “warlike character, great bravery, 
and unity of purpose... (being like) the Sikhs of Asia Minor, even extending to their (Sikhs’) 
mysticism and indomitable bravery.” (from Lamas and Druses, article by H. P. Blavatsky) 
20 “Our mission is to build a movement of 100M action-taking Global Citizens to help achieve 
our vision of ending extreme poverty by 2030.” https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/about/who-we-are/  

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/amal-clooney-commencement-speech-courage/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/about/who-we-are/
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What Should Lodges Study? 
 

The aim of the ULT, as Armand Courtois writes on p 5, is in essence 
quite simple; it is the study, dissemination and application of Theosophy. 

When Lodges are compiling their programmes this article from the 
“Aftermath” series may help by illustrating the path taken by the Adyar 
Society, which George Arundale21 comments on with some real regret: 

"Traveling... I had the pleasure of an interesting conversation with a 
lady who had been a member of the Society but had felt compelled to 
resign. I naturally enquired the reason, and was told that she had joined the 
Society for the purpose of studying Theosophy, but found that most of the 
lectures of the local Lodge were about everything except Theosophy.... 
What she expected was a serious study of Theosophy, ... and then study-
classes to gain a more or less comprehensive grasp of our science. She said 
she found the syllabus full of addresses on Astrology, Financial Schemes, 
India, Archaeology, and so forth—all interesting, but for the most part dealt 
with more ably by bodies specializing in such subjects. What she wanted 
was Theosophy, and a progressive course in it. For what other reason, she 
asked, would she join the Theosophical Society? ... I must admit I was 
inclined to agree with her; and I wonder how far she represents the average 
enquirer and our failure to offer him that for which he comes." 

There were enormous lapses in membership in the Adyar Society year 
after year during 1920s and 30s. Arundale partly explains it but he did not 
call attention to the large numbers of ex-members who followed Mrs. 
Besant’s example of gaining “a following for their own revelations,”  whose 
combined membership vastly exceeded Adyar’s busiest period. “Rudolph 
Steiner, Max Heindel, Manly P. Hall, Alice A. Bailey, and numerous others 
got their lesson and their example from Mrs. Besant. All these have been far 
more honest, in one respect, than Mrs. Besant, Leadbeater, Jinarajadasa and 
Arundale: they have dropped the use of the word Theosophy and sail under 
their own colors.”  

There should be a well-grounded study of original theosophical texts 
otherwise Lodges will retain “mere curiosity-seekers, dabblers in one or 
another form of psychism, having no more sincerity or seriousness of 
purpose than those who, a century ago, played with spiritualism.” 
Conversely a good programme of study will surely keep its deep thinkers.  

 

21 From the editorial of The Theosophist, Dec 1934. George Arundale succeeded 
Annie Besant as President of the Adyar Society from 1934-1945. 

http://blavatsky.net/Wisdomworld/additional/AFTERMATH-10-PartSeries/ArticleNumber6of10.html
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Brotherhood, the First of “Our Three Objects” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Post nubila Phæbus.—After the clouds, sunshine” 
 

….is how H. P. Blavatsky started her article explaining the value of 
“Our Three Objects” in the September 1889 edition of Lucifer  magazine.  

She wrote it after feeling the “narrow-mindedness, ignorance and 
bigotry of her adversaries” should be challenged in their misrepresent-
ations of herself and the Theosophical Society, and that members “at least 
ought to keep in mind what (the Society) is doing on the lines of its 
declared objects.” 

The Society was fourteen years old at that point and had accomplished 
work of the highest value. In this excerpt she describes that it had done 
more to unite the Indian nation into a fraternal brotherhood  than at any 
time in the past thousand years, something she thought was of great value. 

After the passing of 130 years Theosophy has work to do in the world 
to regain its direction, and the regard and dignity it had in its beginnings. 

One way to do that is by using real facts of history to illustrate that it is 
through the soundness of these Three Objects  that our nations’ societies can 
be rejuvenated. It is by these principled aims – so long as they include 
Brotherhood  foremost among them – that all men can live peaceably 
together and humbly acknowledge their common roots and shared goals.  
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BROTHERHOOD, the first Object of the Theosophical Movement 

When we arrived in India, in February, 1879, there was no unity 
between the races and sects of the Peninsula, no sense of a common public 
interest, no disposition to find the mutual relation between the several sects 
of ancient Hinduism, or that between them and the creeds of Islam, 
Jainism, Buddhism and Zoroastrianism. Between the Brahmanical Hindus 
of India and their kinsmen, the modem Sinhalese Buddhists, there had been 
no religious intercourse  since some remote epoch.  

And again, between the several castes of the Sinhalese—for, true to 
their archaic Hindu parentage, the Sinhalese do still cling to caste despite 
the letter and spirit of their Buddhist religion—there was a complete 
disunity, no intermarriages, no spirit of patriotic homogeneity, but a 
rancorous sectarian and caste ill-feeling.  

As for any international reciprocity, in either social or religious 
affairs, between the Sinhalese and the Northern Buddhistic nations, such a 
thing had never existed. Each was absolutely ignorant of and indifferent 
about the other’s views, wants or aspirations. Finally, between the races of 
Asia and those of Europe and America there was the most complete 
absence of sympathy as to religious and philosophical questions. 

The labours of the Orientalists from Sir William Jones and Burnouf 
down to Prof. Max Müller, had created among the learned a philosophical 
interest, but among the masses not even that. If to the above we add that 
all the Oriental religions, without exception, were being asphyxiated to 
death by poisonous gas of Western official science, through the medium of 
the educational agencies of European administrations and Missionary 
propagandists, and that the Native graduates and undergraduates of India, 
Ceylon and Japan had largely turned agnostics and revilers of the old 
religions, it will be seen how difficult a task it must have been to bring 
something like harmony out of this chaos, and make a tolerant if not a 
friendly feeling spring up and banish these hatreds, evil suspicions, ill 
feelings, and mutual ignorance. 

Ten years have passed and what do we see? Taking the points seriatim 
we find—that throughout India unity and brotherhood have replaced the 
old disunity, one hundred and twenty-five Branches of our Society have 
sprung up in India alone, each a nucleus of our idea of fraternity, a centre of 
religious and social unity. Their membership embraces representatives of all 
the better castes and all Hindu sects, and a majority are of that class of 
hereditary savants and philosophers, the Brahmans, to pervert whom to 
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Christianity has been the futile struggle of the Missionary and the self-
appointed task of that high-class forlorn hope, the Oxford and Cambridge 
Missions.  

… The growth of this kindly feeling has been proven in a variety of 
ways: first, in the unprecedented gathering of races, castes, and sects in the 
annual Conventions of the Theosophical Society; second, in the rapid 
growth of a theosophical literature advocating our altruistic views, in the 
founding of various journals and magazines in several languages, and in 
the rapid cessation of sectarian controversies; third, in the sudden birth and 
phenomenally rapid growth of the patriotic movement which is centralized 
in the organization called the Indian National Congress.  

This remarkable political body was planned by certain of our Anglo-
Indian and Hindu members after the model and on the lines of the 
Theosophical Society, and has from the first been directed by our own 
colleagues; men among the most influential in the Indian Empire. At the 
same time, there is no connection whatever, barring that through the 
personalities of individuals, between the Congress and its mother body, our 
Society. It would never have come into existence, in all probability, if Col. 
Olcott had suffered himself to be tempted into the side paths of human 
brotherhood, politics, social reforms, etc., as many have wanted him to do. 
We aroused the dormant spirit and warmed the Aryan blood of the Hindus, 
and one vent the new life made for itself was this Congress. All this is 
simple history and passes unchallenged.  

Crossing over to Ceylon, behold the miracles our Society has 
wrought, upon the evidence of many addresses, reports, and other official 
documents heretofore brought under the notice of our readers and the 
general public. The castemen affiliating; the sectarian ill-feeling almost 
obliterated; sixteen Branches of the Society formed in the Island, the entire 
Sinhalese community, one may almost say, looking to us for counsel, 
example and leadership; a committee of Buddhists going over to India with 
Col. Olcott to plant a cocoanut—ancient symbol of affection and good-
will—in the compound of the Hindu Temple in Tinnevelly, and Kandyan 
nobles, until now holding aloof from the low-country people with the 
haughty disdain of their feudal traditions, becoming Presidents of our 
Branches, and even travelling as Buddhist lecturers. 

Ceylon was the foyer  from which the religion of Gautama streamed 
out to Cambodia, Siam, and Burma; what then, could be more appropriate 
than that there should be borne from this Holy Land a message of 
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Brotherhood to Japan! How this message was taken, how delivered by our 
President, and with what magnificent results, is too well known to the 
whole Western World to need reiteration of the story in the present 
connection. Suffice it to say, it ranks among the most dramatic events in 
history, and is the all sufficient, unanswerable and crowning proof of the 
vital reality of our scheme to beget the feeling of Universal Brotherhood 
among all peoples, races, kindreds, castes, and colours. 

One evidence of the practical good sense shown in our management 
is the creation of the “Buddhist Flag” as a conventional symbol of the 
religion apart from all sectarian questions. Until now the Buddhists have 
had no such symbol as the cross affords to the Christians, and consequently 
have lacked that essential sign of their common relation to each other, 
which is the crystallizing point, so to say, of the fraternal force our Society 
is trying to evoke. The Buddhist flag effectually supplies this want. It is 
made in the usual proportions of national Ensigns, as to length and width, 
and composed of six vertical bars of colours in the following order: 
Sapphire blue, golden yellow, crimson, white, scarlet and a bar combining 
all the other colours. This is no arbitrary selection of hues, but the 
application to this present purpose of the tints described in the old Pali and 
Sanskrit works as visible in the psychosphere or aura, around Buddha’s 
person and conventionally depicted as chromatic vibrations around his 
images in Ceylon and other countries. Esoterically, they are very 
suggestive in their combination. The new flag was first hoisted on our 
Colombo Headquarters, then adopted with acclaim throughout Ceylon; and 
being introduced by Colonel Olcott into Japan, spread throughout that 
Empire even within the brief term of his recent visit. 

Calumny cannot obliterate or even belittle the least of these facts. 
They have passed through the fog of today’s hatred into the sunshine which 
lights up all events for the eye of the historian. 

 

_______________________ 

 

We have now come far enough, through continuous cycles of wars & 
economic depressions, to see the immense value of this old & noble ideal. 

Now is the time for it to be expanded, even in the face of the usual 
skeptical opposition that must habitually doubt everything  and add little. Has 
not the above shown Brotherhood and right values  have a potency to 
transform the life of nations and all the individuals that comprise them? 
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Found in the Papers of Robert Crosbie 
 

These quotations were said to be found among Crosbie’s papers, and were 
framed and hung on the wall of George Weiner’s room in his Spring Water 
Lane home near New Canaan, Connecticut, USA. George was a long term 
associate at the New York ULT during the second half of the 20th century. 
 

They had been attributed as being “Extracts from a Master’s Letter”:  
 

  Preserve harmony in your own soul, and it will flow out to all others, 
for its effect is more powerful than you understand and more far-
reaching.  

  Sink all thoughts of self, all personal ambitions, the small jealousies 
and suspicions which mar the heart’s melodies, in love of the 
Work and devotion to the Cause. 

  Listen to the great song of love, compassion, tenderness and losing 
yourself in that, forget these passing shadows. 

  United, harmonious, your power will be limitless; without these, we 
can do nothing. 

  See to it, then that your tone in the great instrument be PURE and 
CLEAR, else discord will result. 

  Behind all sin and suffering (shadows these), lie the divine harmonies 
of REALITY – seek these, and finding, lose not. 

 

The correspondent from Canada who sent these, wrote “These sentences 
will show that when each being hits their true note there will be harmony.” 
 

_______________________ 
 

 

There is a record of these extracts being read during the corner-stone laying 
ceremony for the “Temple for the Revival of the Lost Mysteries of 
Antiquity” at Point Loma in February 1897, the first building of the new 
Lomaland community that opened a few years later. This was before 
Crosbie’s arrival there in 1900 so he may have obtained them independently.  

https://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/ub/v12n08p45_ceremony.htm
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The Circulation of Prana, an Old Reverence for the Cat 

 

For God is a circle, “Deus enim et circulus est” 
sings the Hymn to Jupiter  by Pherecydes of Syros (d. 520 BCE). 

It was a Hermetic axiom, and Pythagoras prescribed such a circular 
prostration and posture during the hours of contemplation. “The devotee 
must approach as much as possible the form of a perfect circle,” prescribes 
the Secret Book. 

Numa tried to spread 
among the people the same 
custom, Pierius tells his 
readers; and Pliny says: 
“During our worship, we 
roll up, so to say, our body 
in a ring, totum corpus 
circu-magimur.” 

The goddess Basht (or 
Pasht) was represented with the head of a cat. This animal was sacred in 
Egypt for several reasons: as a symbol of the Moon “the eye of Osiris” or 
the “Sun,” during night. The cat was also sacred to Sokhit. One of the mystic 
reasons was because of its body being rolled up in a circle when asleep. The 
posture is prescribed for occult and magnetic purposes, in order to regulate 
in a certain way the circulation of the vital fluid, with which the cat is pre-
eminently endowed. "The nine lives of a cat" is a popular saying based on 
good physiological and occult reasons.  

from The Secret Doctrine by H. P. Blavatsky, 2:552  
 

Should we sleep with our head to the north? The article “How Shall We 
Sleep?” in Five Years of Theosophy  says to align the body’s North-South and 
left-right polarities according to where we live viz. the earth’s magnetic field:  

“In the north frigid or temperate zone, he has to lie with his head northward; 
in the southern, southward; in the torrid zone, eastward—in order that the 
magnetic current may pass through him from head to foot without 
disturbance, as this is the natural position for magnetization.”   (p 522)  

http://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Five-Years-of-Theosophy.pdf
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The Honourable Hopis & their Predictions 
 

We include here some brief notes 
on the American Indian Hopi  tribe 
whose culture is one of the most 
remarkable in its moral sophistication 
and peacefulness.  They describe their 
life and outlook as the ‘Hopi Way,’ and 
it is now increasingly of interest to 
Westerners in search of a more 
enduring model for their society.22   

The name Hopi is short for Hopituh 
Shi-nu-mu  “The Peaceful People,” an 
honorific title which came out of a 
terrible period in their ancient history, 
which we will relate later on. 

 

Hopi Indian Dancer, 1900 Indians Pictures 

Now other than drawing attention to the historic injustices done to these 
cultured people, which is deserving of space in a theosophic journal, another 
reason for this note is due to:  

• the remarkable synthesis between the Hopi traditions and the 
Theosophical history of cultures and civilisations in lands many 
thousands of miles off, such as in Asia; and  

• the warnings the Hopi have been making from the vantage point of 
their long-standing traditions that go back many thousands  of years. 

The Hopi have made consistent observations and critiques on the values 
of modern Western life that are now becoming most prescient, and it would 
be timely and beneficial if they were better appreciated and understood. 

It is said that some American Indian tribes have Adepts among them and 
that these were in friendly relations with the trans-Himalayan fraternity of 
Masters with whom Mme Blavatsky23 was closely associated: 

 

22 Extracts from “Arizona Indians Live In Two Cultures”  Part 4 from 
https://arizona100.wordpress.com/2011/04/14/173/ 
23  From “The Letters of H. P. Blavatsky to A. P. Sinnett”  page 85.  

https://indianspictures.blogspot.com/2014/09/hopi-indian-tribes-snake-and-antelope.html
https://arizona100.wordpress.com/2011/04/14/173/
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"There are other chelas of other Masters... (these Masters) are pure 
blooded Mongolian Buddhists…. they are great friends with the native 
Peruvian, Mexican and Red Indian Adepts and chelas." 

It is further known among US researchers that the Hopis have long had 
access to rare esoteric knowledge, as the “Arizona 100” centenary commem-
orative blog relates: 

“Traditional Hopis practice an initiatory, secret wisdom type of religion. 
Celebratory ceremonies maintain ‘The Hopi Way’ of living in balance with 
the world and natural human development. Most ceremonies are necessary 
to bring life-giving rain to the arid land and grow corn, the staple crop.” 

Taken at face value, this seems like an old superstition which modern 
science would only be too happy to debunk, not admitting that the mind 
could possibly influence rain. But it is mentioned on good authority by H. P. 
Blavatsky that those Adepts who have mastered the Elemental Spirit of the 
water, the undine  in old English24 have just this ability! So it seems this 
occult faculty has also been a long-known secret of Hopi Elders. 

Now let us see what the writer George Yamada says, a ULT student who 
spent two years living on Hopi land in Arizona in the early 1950s. 

Here are extracts from his short history and plea25 on behalf of the Hopis, 
which we retell in part here because of its relevance and interest to today’s 
times and that it may shed light on the nature of the challenges of arriving at 
a sustainable basis that our civilisation needs for its well-being.  

One of the messages Yamada conveys is that a materially-advanced but 
ethically-weak society, such as the one we live in, has much to learn from 
the dignity and strength of these ancient, wise and once prosperous people. 

This is his telling of their story. 

 

 

24 Articles “Rain-Stopping Brahmans” in The Theosophist, December 1883, and 
“Elementals” in Lucifer, August-October 1893, both by H. P. Blavatsky. 
25 “The Predatory White Man” by George Yamada, from The Crisis, January 1952, 
a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture for African Americans and 
other communities of color. George Yamada (1918-2005) was a pacifist, a 
conscientious objector during World War II, a publisher and a printer. He was a 
student of Theosophy, a tireless upholder of truth and the rights of the oppressed. 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=qVsEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA25&dq=hopi+tribe+and+george+yamada#v=onepage&q=hopi%20tribe%20and%20george%20yamada&f=false
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The Hopi are an industrious people who cultivate corn, melon, and beans 
as they have done for thousands of years. 

Traditional Hopi Vegetable garden, courtesy of Scalar USC 

Previously the Hopi had possessed over a million head of sheep, which, 
along with peach trees and melons, were a legacy of Spanish rule. 

The crisis of the Hopi is cultural as well as economic, they symbolize a 
rugged resistance to the enticements and brutality of (our Western) civilization. 
Their life is a saga of hardship, resistance, persecution and integrity. 

While dominant White Civilization is crumbling everywhere, Hopi 
culture is whole and wholesome… 

The Hopi has the oldest surviving traditional and religious form of 
government in this country, a theocracy with authority vested in hereditary 
tribal chieftains, it is a true democracy with no written laws, no police, 
prisons, paid politicians or taxation. A government more democratic or 
police-free has not existed anywhere in the world… 

A civilization may be gauged by its values—sincerity, courage, poise, 
self-respect and integrity—not by the number or intricacy of its gadgets and 
bureaucracies. In terms of values the traditional Hopi way… is stable, while 
dominant aggressive white civilization, where these values are in their 
twilight, is crumbling. Whose culture is superior? 

[Yamada then relates that although taking strength from their values “the 
Hopi Way” is facing slow disintegration due to US colonialism whose 

http://scalar.usc.edu/works/american-indian-film-archive/hopi-cooking
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Government agencies, intentionally or not, have subverted their culture and 
sought to incorporate them into mainstream society without their consent.] 

According to the University of Arizona Bulletin: 
In government, the village is the unit, and a genuinely democratic 

government, its laws are traditional and unwritten. Theft is almost unheard 
of, and the taking of life by force or laws is unknown. The Hopi live, move 
and have their being in religion. The social order of the people is established 
and maintained by way of tribal ceremonials... the very foundation of 
ancient wisdom.... Surely no people on earth, not even the Chinese, show a 
more consistent reverence for the wisdom of the past.... 

Whereas other Indian tribes have become servile in their submission, 
the Hopi have stubbornly refused to accept that status… Hopi leaders write: 

All the laws and policies he (the White Man) makes which at first 
glance may appear good and just are aimed at taking from under us our 
homeland…. We must take our stand upon our moral grounds, our wise 
teachings of our forefathers, and be free from all foreign doctrines and 
ideologies.  

In testifying before a Senate appropriations committee, Katchongva, 
chief of the Sun Clan and advisor to the chief of Hotevilla village, asked 
that the Hopi be exempt (from a disputed US Bill). This venerable tribal 
spokesman of the traditional Hopi, whose sincerity and poise humbles the 
most arrogant lawmaker, stated: 

Our people are a proud people. We have taken good care of ourselves 
and our lands for thousands of years. We do not need any instruction from 
the Indian Bureau either in government or farming... 

…What we are protesting against is not just a waste of your money. 
What we are protesting against is a desecration of the national honor of 
the United States. That national honor is pledged that the Hopi people 
would be consulted. 

When the United States violates its pledges towards a little nation 
which has always lived in peace with its White brothers, the light which 
shines from Washington to all the nations of the world will grow dark and 
unclean. If that light were made clean, it would shine around the earth and 
bring peace and understanding to all the nations of the world. If that light 
grows dirty and dark, the White Man’s Civilization will crumble into dust. 
That is what our wise men have said is the meaning of your atomic bombs. 
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…the land is sacred to the Hopi. He does not want money. 

(This is typical of their disregard for wealth, the bain of modern 
society according to Hopi values. They stand apart and steadfast in a refusal 
to bow to it. Yamada writes that the traditional tribal leaders say:…) 

… the Hopi will not accept a few pieces of silver as bribe in exchange 
for their land, their sovereignty, and their traditional lifeway.  

Here are a people who do not live by the white man’s rule of money. 
Here are people whose lives are rooted deeply in a religious explanation of 
their origin. Here are people with roots that go down to their very origin as 
a tribe, a people of great simplicity and humbleness; this is their wisdom 
and their greatness. 

Hopi Indian Snake Men consecrate the ground, Arizona 1884. courtesy Indians Pictures 

Writing to the President of the United States: 

And we speak to you as white man, the last people who came to our 
shores seeking freedom of worship, speech, assembly and a right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness… 

https://indianspictures.blogspot.com/2014/09/hopi-indian-tribes-snake-and-antelope.html
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We have met all other rich and powerful nations who have come to 
our shores, from the early Spanish Conquistadores down to the present 
government of the United States all of whom have used force in trying to 
wipe out our existence here in our own home. We want to come to our 
destiny in our own way. We have no enemy. 

We will neither show our bows and arrows to anyone at this time. 
This is our only way to everlasting life and happiness. Our tradition and 
religious training forbid us to harm, kill and molest anyone. We, therefore, 
object to our boys being forced to be trained for war to become murderers 
and destroyers. What nation who has taken up arms ever brought peace 
and happiness to his people? 

 
What a gulf there is between these ancient dignified people and ours. One 

has a pure religion based on a knowledge of nature and his fitting place in it 
– or better, call it a spiritual practice – which inculcates discipline, self-
respect and humility, with our superficial religion that has lost ground to a 
too-successful materiality which is almost conscience-free. 

Compare the Hopi spokesmen, 
their trusted hereditary chiefs and 
elders who live without pay and till 
the fields just like their neighbours, 
with our administrators and 
politicians who are well paid but out 
of touch with themselves and nature. 

The great development of the 
inner life and its importance is 
reflected in the Hopi stories and 
traditional beliefs. The article ‘The 
Hopi Native American Tribe is Called 
“the Oldest of People”’26 by Katie 
Vernon in January 11, 2019 relates:  

Hopi believed they lived in many different places before they finally settled 
on this world. They consider this World to be the Fourth and they arrived here 
following a difficult journey through which they searched for a home.  

 

26 https://www.thevintagenews.com/2019/01/11/hopi/  

Hopi woman dressing hair of 
unmarried girl c. 1900. 

Photo by Henry Peabody. 

https://www.thevintagenews.com/2019/01/11/hopi/
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They believe that the First World was destroyed by fire, the Second one 
by Ice, and the Third World by floods. They were finally led to the Fourth 
World by their deities. 

This shares a remarkable similarity with the Theosophical teaching of 
universal cataclysms by fire, flooding and climate change which brought an 
end to past civilisations, and which places the American Indians as survivors 
of the late Atlantean civilisation. 

Vernon also writes that few details “about the rituals and ancestors of the 
Hopi are certain because they tend to carry them in great secrecy.” 

 

 

Finally let us go to a popular Swedish documentary made c. 2007, titled on 
YouTube “Indigenous Native American Prophecy – Elders Speak.” It shows 
the tribes speak about a time in their history when they were led by leaders 
whose values were of power and violence, authority and coercion, and when 
women and families did not feel safe in their homes for fear of their own 
men, and that brutality was common place.  

Their tribal history relates how thousands of years ago a Messenger they 
called “The Peacemaker” came to reform their corrupted society.  

This story is narrated on video by a well-known American Indian activist 
and singer, and in the documentary he tells how their degenerated society 
was changed to one that valued their fellow citizens, gave them back their 
reverence for nature, and taught them the peaceable arts of agriculture. 

The Peacemaker did this by gathering together the Chiefs and teaching 
the ‘message of peace,’ instructing them how to live according to the Law 
they call “the Great Peace.” It taught respect for life and thanksgiving to all 
living things and showed how to live with discipline.  

The narrator relates that for thousands of years since then, the Hopi 
people have enjoyed a prosperous agrarian society. 

Parts 1 to 5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7cylfQtkDg  

Whether their predictions of a “time of reckoning” will come to the great 
new American nation only the future will know. It is not land, but the 
principles of natural living, justice and restraint that they practice which 
could be the most precious gift they could give to their invaders. 
[We have taken their land, but will we also accept their dignified and peaceful ways? We owe 
it to try. Eds]  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7cylfQtkDg
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Further Theosophical Articles and Books in Arabic  
 
 

 

 

More than a dozen newly translated articles and books have been published online 
since the last February newsletter, many of them for the first time in Arabic. Here is 
a link to the PDFs: https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles-books-in-arabic 
 
 
 

 
 

by H. P. Blavatsky 
   Seven Kinds of Dreams          سبعة أنواع من األحالم
   Spiritual Progress                     التقدم الروحي
  Reincarnation a Logical Necessity         التقمص ضرورة منطقية

بالفاتسكي من الخمسة الرسائل   Five Messages to American Theosophists (booklet) 
السرية العقيدة كتاب من مقتطفات   Secret Doctrine Extracts Vol 1  (book) 
ومستقبله مهمته - م.ث.م   ULT Mission and Future 2016   (booklet) 

 Practical Theosophy  الثيوصوفيا العملية
 

by ULT 
لبالفاتسكي الذاتية السيرة عن مالمح            H. P. Blavatsky Biographical Insights 

جودج كوان وليام الذاتية السيرة حول مالمح    W. Q. Judge Biographical Insights 
 

by Gautama Buddha 
 The Dhammapada    (book)   الدهامابادا
 

by William Q. Judge 
 The Bhagavad Gita    (book)  البهاغافاد غيتا
 Notes on the Bhagavad Gita    (book) مالحظات حول البهاغافاد غيتا
 On Occult Philosophy  حول الفلسفة الباطنية
 

The Ocean of Theosophy  & Echoes from the Orient  are also available in 
hard copy and can be ordered from the London ULT or from the author 
on jfpcalkhouri@yahoo.fr or https://www.facebook.com/jihad.alkhouri.71 
. 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles-books-in-arabic/
mailto:jfpcalkhouri@yahoo.fr
https://www.facebook.com/jihad.alkhouri.71
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Aqueducts, No. 2 : Irrigating the city of Segovia since the first century 

   photo kind courtesy of https://alk3r.wordpress.com/2014/07/22/aqueduct-bridge-segovia-spain  

 

This city in central Spain has one of the Roman’s most impressive aqueducts, built at the end of the 1st century CE 
and still in use until the middle of the 19th. Its stone arches comprise finely dressed granite ashlars, set with neither 
cement nor mortar, using a technique of balancing forces  that has successfully endured for almost two millennia. 

 

~   *   ~ 

 

The symbol on the front page is combined from two, one used by William Q. Judge’s Path  of the 1890s and Theosophy, 
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