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Three Key Steps

* Understanding our Past and its Ancient Wisdom

* The operation of Karma, the great of law of life

* A deeper knowledge of man & the Earth

It is the view of the Wisdom Tradition that our modern 
times are part of an immensely long chain of evolution, 
and that by knowing it, so we may rediscover ourselves,  
the laws of psychology & ethics, of Karma & the cycles. 
Thus all people may come to live well and prosper.

This is this beneficent world-view we will now explore.
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To know how we got to where we 
are we must understand the past

In a previous talk*  we looked at the need for society to 
retrace its roots & so rediscover old spiritual truths lost to 
the West over the last two thousand years. This is the 
perennial, ancient knowledge, now being revived again.
                                   * “The Spiritual Foundations of A New Society,” October 2019 at the ULT 3



Understanding our Past 
and its Ancient Wisdom

Robert Crosbie (1849-1919), the founder of the ULT wrote:

“We have not advanced spiritually beyond the civilisations 
that are dead and gone, but in what we call “advancement” 
we have made merely another closer bond to physical existence.” 
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Modern Life, 
 a Theosophical perspective

“Our age… is inferior in Wisdom to any other, because it 
professes… contempt for truth and justice, without which 
there can be no Wisdom.”  The Dual Aspect of Wisdom by H. P. Blavatsky, 1890

Theosophy has been commenting on the social, religious 
and scientific life of the West for more than 140 years. 

During this time its guidance and warnings on materialism 
have consistently helped the progression to a better, fairer 
society, albeit there is still some way to go before:

     (a) Universal Brotherhood becomes the norm, and 

     (b) man learns how to be a true co-worker with Nature.
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Where did we Lose Truth , 
Beauty & Justice?

Theosophy teaches that several events occurred long ago, 
perhaps being natural results of the advent of the Piscean 
sidereal cycle that stared c. 250 BCE:
• The end of true Druidism in Europe and the closure of the 

Mystery Schools the Middle East;
• The withdrawal of Esoteric Knowledge from the West, 

such as the neo-Platonists & the Alexandrian Library; 
• The defeat of St. Paul’s esoteric teachings by St. Peter;
• Loss of reincarnation at 5th Ecumenical Council 553 CE.

The last one was said to usher in the start of the Dark Ages.
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What does Wisdom say on Society?

We have experienced this before, 
2000 years ago

Plato, one of the greatest Western philosophers, established 
for a society to be successful it must be based on Truth and to 
value it – and Beauty and Goodness – above all.

Rome made great material and technological advances, as we 
have now, but doesn’t history suggest their society decayed 
due to its loosing their simple love of Truth? Without Truth 
how can there be Beauty and Goodness, which is Justice and 
the harmony of Karma?
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Plato’s GOOD is the highest of 
all the Forms

Plato writes that the Form, ie the Idea of the Good, is 
the real object of all search and knowledge. 

The Good equates to the One and is the highest Form.

What is a Form? One view is that it is “the Thing Itself,” 
(Hegel). It is not its outward appearance or Shadow, as 
illustrated in the “Allegory of the Cave.”

Plato’s other Forms are Truth and Beauty, but in his 
Republic the “Good” is most prized since it provides 
for knowledge and truth (508e), thus it is the highest.
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The Allegory of the Cave

9

From Book VII of The Republic in a conversation on how to create an ideal Republic. 

Courtesy of http://factmyth.com/platos-allegory-of-the-cave-and-theory-of-the-forms-explained 

http://factmyth.com/platos-allegory-of-the-cave-and-theory-of-the-forms-explained


Understanding “the Forms”
Plato’s radical proposition is that all natural 
objects originally aspire to embody goodness, 
truth and beauty, striving – even unconsciously 
– to silently mimic their original Form. Sin is no 
more than simply a denial of this reality.

Further, Plato suggests that all things that are 
“just” have gained their usefulness and value 
only from their Form. The form gives to it all its 
good qualities. “From within, to without”. 

It is by applying these holistic principles that we 
can achieve lasting and beneficial change.
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What the ancient Wisdom says 
on why man & the universe is 

here, in evolution
 It is all for the experience and emancipation of the soul, for 
the purpose of raising the entire mass of manifested matter 
up to the stature, nature, and dignity of conscious god-hood. 

The great aim is to reach self-consciousness; not through a 
race or a tribe or some favored nation, but by and through the 
perfecting, after transformation, of the whole mass of matter 
as well as what we now call soul. 

Nothing is or is to be left out.           W. Q. Judge, Ocean of Theosophy
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Conclusions
•  the aim of Theosophy is the improvement of the 

intellectual and physical conditions of man & nature;

•  sustainability is an old art: if we collectively study 
Karma we’ll become better co-workers with Nature;

•  future societies can thus be sustainable, ‘moderate’ (in 
the Platonic sense), meritocratic, and cooperative;

•  effort earns its reward when persisted in; failures are 
the only way to develop & are the means to succeed.

•  many modern movements are now empowering their 
citizens through cooperation & knowledge sharing.
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