
Planetary Karma and  
The Environment  

 

 

3 pm        Welcome & Introduction 

3.05 pm  Planetary Karma (talk) 
                 The Law of Unity and Interdependence (talk) 

   Two 20 minute talks then group study of the handout w/Q&A 

4.40 pm  Short break 

5 pm        Our Role as Stewards of Nature (talk) 

   20 minute talk then group study of the handout with Q&A 

6.10 pm  Wrap up and farewell 

 

 



PLANETARY KARMA 
 

Karma  There is individual Karma (the causes we have sown) and the Law of Karma, describing 

its operation as an unerring tendency in the Universe to restore equilibrium. It operates unceasingly, 

and any causes already set in motion must be allowed to “sweep on until exhausted,” although this does 

not permit any man to refuse to help his fellows and every sentient being. 

There is also the Karma of this earth, which is the combination of all the acts and thoughts of 

all beings of every grade, from the preceding Manvantara (evolutionary stream). Because this began in 

a past too far back for most human minds to reach, so an inquiry into its beginning is useless and profitless. 

Karma operates to produce cataclysms of nature by the interconnection of events (concatenations) 

through the mental and astral planes of being. A cataclysm may be traced to an immediate physical 

cause such as internal fire and atmospheric disturbance, but these have been brought on by the 

disturbance created through the dynamic power of human thought.1 

Egos who have no Karmic connection with a portion of the globe where a cataclysm is coming on 

are kept out of its operation in two ways: (a) by repulsion acting on their inner nature and (b) by being 

called and warned by those who watch the progress of the world.2 

 

Elementals  W. Q. Judge describes the elementals as “the nerves of Nature” and H. P. Blavatsky gives 

them as semi-intelligent, automatic forces that exist in nature and vivify it:  

“Except a few of the higher kinds (of elementals), and their rulers, they are rather forces of nature 

than ethereal men and women.”3 

“Elementals have no form.... they have not even a shadowy, vague, astral form such as is commonly 

ascribed to ghosts. They have no distinct personal form in which to reveal themselves.... The shape 

given to or assumed by any elemental is always subjective... produced by the person who sees, and who, 

in order to be more sensible of the elemental’s presence, has unconsciously given it a form. Or it may 

be due to a collective impression on many individuals, resulting in the assumption of a definite shape.... 

the elementals live in and through all objects, as well as beyond the earth’s atmosphere.”4  

These elementals are “centres of energy” in the Astral Light and given the form we impress on them. 

 

Planetary Spirit  Theosophy speaks of the “Planetary Spirit” of the Earth5 which in the world’s 

cultures has various names such as the Spirit of Earth and the Terrestrial Spirit. However it “is not of a 

very high grade”6 as our earth in its fourth round is “too young to have produced high planetary spirits.”7 

“The planetary spirit has nothing to do with the spiritual man, but with things of matter and cosmic beings.... 

they form into shape and fashion cosmic matter, for which they were called Cosmocratores; the Dhyani-

Buddhas, belonging to quite a different hierarchy” and are especially concerned with spiritual man.8  

 
1  The inner working of nature is maintained by the activity of certain elemental forces, whose aim is twofold, (a) to assist 

in maintaining the revolutions of the earth upon its axis and (b) in guiding it in its orbit. However the carrying out of these 

functions are hindered by the power of man’s negative thoughts, William Q. Judge writes in “The Skin of the Earth” (from 

his Letters). This power of thought – positive or negative – has been explored by psychologists in 20th and 21st c. and has 

become part of the positive thinking movement, even without taking into consideration the real role of elementals. 
2  The ‘Buddhas’ and other Nirmanakayas. From “Aphorisms on Karma” by W. Q. Judge, numbers 3, 12, 9, 11, 30 & 31. 
3  “Theosophical Glossary” p. 112. 
4  H. P. Blavatsky in “Forms of Elementals” in the “Conversations on Occultism” series. 
5  ... but not the “Planetary Logos,” which is a later elaboration by some second generation Theosophists. 
6  “Transactions of the Blavatsky Lodge” p. 48. 
7  “Theosophical Glossary” p. 255. 
8  “Transactions” p. 48.  

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/letters-that-have-helped-me/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/the-theosophical-glossary/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/transactions-of-the-blavatsky-lodge/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/the-theosophical-glossary/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/transactions-of-the-blavatsky-lodge/


 

THE LAW OF UNITY AND INTERDEPENDENCE 

 

“A virtuous man is in unison with her (Nature's) works, and makes the central figure of the visible 

sphere. Nature stretcheth out to embrace man, only let his thoughts be of equal greatness.” (Ralph Waldo 

Emerson) 

 

“Help Nature and work on with her; and Nature will regard thee as one of her creators and make 

obeisance. And she will open wide before thee the portals of her secret chambers, lay bare before thy 

gaze the treasures hidden in the very depths of her pure virgin bosom. Unsullied by the hand of matter  

she shows her treasures only to the eye of Spirit – the eye which never closes , the eye for which there 

is no veil in all her kingdoms.” (“The Voice of the Silence” p. 14, original 1889 edition, translated by H. P. 

Blavatsky from The Book of the Golden Precepts)  

 

“Nature is the greatest teacher. Nature and morality should go together, i.e. the world of morality 

should have an effect and influence on the world of Nature.” (Immanuel Kant) 

 

“We are in thrall to her (Nature) in necessity, but if we would be led by her in invention we should 

command her by action.” (Sir Francis Bacon) 

 

“Nature is so much more powerful than us, so we should collaborate with it.  

“Nature is the ultimate muse as well as a bridge to the spiritual.”  

“There must be a ground of the unity of the supersensible that grounds nature.”         (Kant) 

 

“As all things are and originate in the One, so all things are born of this unique thing – or God – by 

adaptation.” (Hermes Trismegistus) 

 

“Eco(nomy) or Eco(logy) – your money or your life!” (A London “eco warrior,” poet and pavement artist) 

 

“The Divine Mind is, and must be, before differentiation takes place. It is called divine Ideation, 

which is eternal in its Potentiality and periodical in its Potency, when it becomes Mahat, Anima 

Mundi or Universal Soul.” (HPB, “Transactions of The Blavatsky Lodge” p. 4) 

 

“Like an immense chain whose upper end, the alpha, remains invisibly emanating from a Deity . . . it 

encircles our globe in every direction; it leaves not even the darkest corner unvisited, before the other 

end, the omega, turns back on its way to be again received where it first emanated.” (HPB, “Isis Unveiled” 

Vol. 1, p. 560)  

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/1889-the-voice-of-the-silence/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/transactions-of-the-blavatsky-lodge/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/isis-unveiled/


OUR ROLE AS STEWARDS OF NATURE 

 

What does environmental stewardship mean?  

Environmental stewardship refers to responsible use and protection of the natural environment 

through conservation and sustainable practices. Aldo Leopold (1887–1949) championed 

environmental stewardship based on a land ethic "dealing with man's relation to land and to the 

animals and plants which grow upon it."  (http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental stewardship) 

Aldo Leopold (January 11, 1887 – April 21, 1948) was an American author, philosopher, scientist, 

ecologist, forester, conservationist, and environmentalist. He was a professor at the University of 

Wisconsin and is best known for his book A Sand County Almanac (1949), which has sold more than 

two million copies and has been printed and translated into at least fourteen languages. It has informed 

and changed the environmental movement and stimulated a widespread interest in ecology as a 

science. (www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldo_Leopold) 

Early interest in the environment was a feature of the Romantic Movement in the early 19th century. 

The poet William Wordsworth had travelled extensively in the Lake District and wrote that it is a "sort 

of national property in which every man has a right and interest who has an eye to perceive and a heart 

to enjoy." (www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_movement) 

“Then, everything that is done by beings affects all beings, and all that is has been caused by beings, 

each one affected according to its share in the cause. What the past has been, we are experiencing now 

– our lives now being but repetitions of lives that preceded them. What the future will be, we are 

making now – the lives to come depending entirely on the choice and direction of our thoughts and 

actions now.” (Robert Crosbie, “A League of Humanity” in “The Friendly Philosopher” p. 306) 

“We live in a world of effects, overwhelmed mentally by them, unable to extricate ourselves from 

them. So what is most needed in the world is a realization of what our own real nature is. If we find 

what our own real nature is, then we shall know what the real nature of every other being is, whether 

that other being is below us in point of intelligence, or as far above us as has yet been attained by any 

being.” (Robert Crosbie, “The Storehouse of Thought” in “The Friendly Philosopher” p. 339) 

“Thus physical nature, when left to herself in the creation of animal and man, is shown to have failed. 

She can produce the first two and the lower animal kingdoms, but when it comes to the turn of man, 

spiritual, independent and intelligent powers are required for his creation, besides the “coats of skin” 

and the “Breath of animal Life.” The human Monads of preceding Rounds need something higher than 

purely physical materials to build their personalities with, . . .” (HPB, “The Secret Doctrine” Vol. 2, p. 56) 

“Man ought to be ever striving to help the divine evolution of Ideas, by becoming to the best of his [or 

her] ability a co-worker with nature in the cyclic task.” (“The Secret Doctrine” Vol. 1, p. 280) 

“Now, true evolution teaches us that by altering the surroundings of the organism we can alter and 

improve the organism; and in the strictest sense this is true with regard to man.” (HPB, “The Key to 

Theosophy” p. 235) 

Video clips 

BBC’s “Blue Planet II”  https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0074mhp/the-blue-planet-1-introduction  

Rewilding   https://www.filmsforaction.org/watch/how-wolves-change-rivers/#.UwK05bUaJ-Y.facebook  

Indigenous Native American Prophecy, part 1  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XagZt80bTs 
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