
Additional references to accompany the study of Chapter 16 of “The Ocean of Theosophy” on 

 

PSYCHIC LAWS, FORCES, AND PHENOMENA 
 

Why did H. P. Blavatsky perform psychic phenomena both before and after the 

founding of the Theosophical Society and yet condemned the practice ? 

When asked about the purpose of occult phenomena some years later, HPB 

explained:  

 

“They failed to produce the desired effect . . . It was supposed that intelligent 

people, especially men of science, would, at least, have recognized the existence of 

a new and deeply interesting field of enquiry and research when they witnessed 

physical effects produced at will, for which they were not able to account. It was 

supposed that theologians would have welcomed the proof, of which they stand 

so sadly in need in these agnostic days, that the soul and the spirit are not mere 

creations of their fancy, due to ignorance of the physical constitution of man, but 

entities quite as real as the body, and much more important. These expectations 

were not realized. The phenomena were misunderstood and misrepresented, both 

as regards their nature and their purpose. . . . An occultist can produce 

phenomena, but he cannot supply the world with brains, nor with the intelligence 

and good faith necessary to understand and appreciate them. Therefore, it is 

hardly to be wondered at, that word came to abandon phenomena and let the 

ideas of Theosophy stand on their own intrinsic merits.” (“What of Phenomena?” 

article, “H. P. Blavatsky Theosophical Articles” Vol. 1, p. 79, also in HPB Pamphlet #4 

“Theosophy and H.P.B.”) 

 

"The spiritualistic movement . . . has been called “the worship of the dead”; and 

that it justly is. It is not the worship of those who have died, such as the Hindu 

and other eastern nations have in their ceremonies for the spirits of the fathers, 

but it is the running after that which is really dead to all intents and purposes – 

corpses in fact. For these people stand on the brink of the grave and call for those 

who have passed away, who are still living in other states, who do not return; and 

in response to the cry the seekers are rewarded by the ghosts, the ghouls, the 

vampires, the senseless, wavering shapes, the useless images and reflections of 

human thoughts and acts of which the vast reservoir of the astral light is full. 

This and this alone is their worship. It is the seeking after dead images, senseless 

and conscienceless, moved by force alone and attracted solely by our passions 

and desires that give them a faint and fleeting vitality.” (William Q. Judge, “About 

“Spirit” Materializations” article, “William Q. Judge Theosophical Articles” Vol. 1, p. 490, 

also in WQJ Pamphlet #21 “Spiritualism”) 

 

 



10 Main Points from “Isis Unveiled” by Helena Blavatsky 
 

To comprehend the principles of natural law involved in the several phenomena 

hereinafter described, the reader must keep in mind the fundamental propositions of the 

Oriental philosophy which we have successively elucidated. Let us recapitulate very 

briefly: 

1st. There is no miracle. Everything that happens is the result of law – eternal, 

immutable, ever active. Apparent miracle is but the operation of forces antagonistic to 

what Dr. W.B. Carpenter, F.R.S. – a man of great learning but little knowledge – calls 

“the well-ascertained laws of nature.” Like many of his class, Dr. Carpenter ignores the 

fact that there may be laws once “known,” now unknown to science. 

2d. Nature is triune: there is a visible, objective nature; an invisible, indwelling, 

energizing nature, the exact model of the other, and its vital principle; and, above these 

two, spirit, source of all forces, alone eternal, and indestructible. The lower two 

constantly change; the higher third does not. 

3d. Man is also triune: he has his objective, physical body; his vitalizing astral body (or 

soul), the real man; and these two are brooded over and illuminated by the third – the 

sovereign, the immortal spirit. When the real man succeeds in merging himself with the 

latter, he becomes an immortal entity. 

4th. Magic, as a science, is the knowledge of these principles, and of the way by which 

the omniscience and omnipotence of the spirit and its control over nature’s forces may be 

acquired by the individual while still in the body. Magic, as an art, is the application of 

this knowledge in practice. 

5th. Arcane knowledge misapplied, is sorcery; beneficently used, true magic or WISDOM. 

6th. Mediumship is the opposite of adeptship; the medium is the passive instrument of 

foreign influences, the adept actively controls himself and all inferior potencies. 

7th. All things that ever were, that are, or that will be, having their record upon the 

astral light, or tablet of the unseen universe, the initiated adept, by using the vision of 

his own spirit, can know all that has been known or can be known. 

8th. Races of men differ in spiritual gifts as in color, stature, or any other external 

quality; among some peoples seership naturally prevails, among others mediumship. 

Some are addicted to sorcery, and transmit its secret rules of practice from generation to 

generation, with a range of psychical phenomena, more or less wide, as the result. 

9th. One phase of magical skill is the voluntary and conscious withdrawal of the inner 

man (astral form) from the outer man (physical body). In the cases of some mediums 

withdrawal occurs, but it is unconscious and involuntary. With the latter the body is 

more or less cataleptic at such times; but with the adept the absence of the astral form 

would not be noticed, for the physical senses are alert, and the individual appears only 

as though in a fit of abstraction – “a brown study,” as some call it. . . . 

10th. The corner-stone of MAGIC is an intimate practical knowledge of magnetism and 

electricity, their qualities, correlations, and potencies. Especially necessary is a 

familiarity with their effects in and upon the animal kingdom and man. There are occult 

properties in many other minerals, equally strange with that in the lodestone, which all 

practitioners of magic must know, and of which so-called exact science is wholly 

ignorant. (Vol. 2, p. 587-590, also reproduced in the pamphlet “Texts for Theosophical Meetings”) 

 


