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Editor’s note 

This Movement was started by a certain benevolent Eastern Occult 
fraternity to elevate human consciousness at this transition point in our 
development. The knowledge and research it initiated into philosophy, 
occult science and real religion is much needed for the benefit of the many. 

Its method of instruction – educationalists call it the pedagogy – is the 
same ancient  one that this fraternity uses, yet its principles remain 
relatively independent of time or place. The methods of development and 
training do not differ  in the trans-Himalayan Esoteric Schools, as the 
Preface in The Voice of the Silence  warns. This is the same School of 
Adept-Arhats that H. P. Blavatsky & William Q. Judge both belong to, of 
which they were its true accredited agent-emissaries. 

But in its details the Instructors of this wise philosophy say that 
although its methods are mainly unchangeable yet they have to conform to 
altered times and circumstances. This certain adaptability is needed, but 
exercised with discernment to preserve the inner truth and beauty  of the 
original, as the “Unpublished Letter” reprinted on page 4 illustrates. 

It is part of the ULT’s mission to show that Unity, Study and Work is 
the dynamic underpinning of this original pedagogic system: its effects on 
serious students lead to the true grail of UNIVERSALITY and insight, which 
is in sympathy with all and exclude none, least of all adversaries. 

Other articles include prophecies that the ruins of ancient Egypt give 
us, Robert Crosbie on the great value of allegorical stories (p. 11, followed 
by the occult tale, “Remember Gaeta” on p. 12) and some reflections on 
the 2019 ITC Conference on page 17 so we can sensibly gauge its effects. 

As Isis  says, the new cycle is on us, the rebuilding has already begun. 
 

The Editors 
info@theosophy-ult.org.uk 
 

mailto:info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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lower or infernal aspect of Isis,” or “the Virgin-Mother” Isis, the female 
reflection of Osiris, a “woman clothed with the sun.”      (Theosophical Glossary) 

These ruins are a symbol of a sacred past to be reborn. The need is to 
rebuild the pure and gentle wisdom of Isis, after which  Hathor can be saved. 
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Unpublished Letters: Study, Application & Promulgation 
 

ABOUT U.L.T. meetings: we cater for newcomers and enquirers and 
keep them in mind when choosing textbooks for study-class work, in 
answering questions, etc. There are two factors of serious import to be 
considered: (1) The older student has to learn by his individual study the 
deeper aspects of the study-class assignment. How many older students 
study the assigned portion, prepare their own cross-references, etc.? They 
would learn lessons fresh and new by such an effort. But more: (2) they 
should keep in mind and especially in heart the fact that they should bring 
their own contribution to enrich the class. Even when they do not get the 
opportunity to speak, their preparation and silent thought keep them 
energized and their quota of service helps all the others, in different 
degrees. It is this which you will have to keep in mind.  

From your own Centre within you could and should ray out the help 
of knowledge and good will. Devoted aspirants can help the platform in a 
very real sense even though they may not be on the platform but be seated 
in the audience. Repetition for the newcomer will prove beneficial otherwise 
to the old student.1 There is this hidden side which so many miss out. 

Silent study and reflection, secret self-discipline,2 and expressing 
these in real service whose influence is far-reaching and yet so nobly 
impersonal—this is the contribution which you can, and I know will, make 
to light up, to brighten up, our U.L.T. meetings. Who will know what you 
are doing? And yet what a profound influence that action of yours will have 
on those present! The mere presence of a well-intentioned person of 
sympathy is a great aid; how much more the aid of one who not only is 
well-intentioned and sympathetic but also takes pains to prepare himself or 
herself to radiate knowledge and light and peace and unity! Of course, you 
can and you should contribute something substantial at every meeting; you 
have been doing so without deliberate planning. Henceforth you will be 
doing it deliberately.  

As you exercise along the right lines I indicated, you will see for 
yourself the purity or the richness of your own radiation. The light of 

 

1 ie “… in the same wise  to the old student.” 
2 Remove hearts from sleeves, be cheerful in yourself, give simple joys to others. 
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thought and the radiating heart are the wombs of right speech. So, just do 
what you can and watch. What person is there whose mind does not get 
away from his own control? Let not there be any strain; a quiet, relaxed 
mind silently brooding on the Self, or better still on the Masters, will bring 
to the meeting a power from you of whose strength you yourself will not 
be cognizant. Be a centre of light and peace and devotion when you are at 
a meeting.3 Interest in mental study will follow. Try to think of H.P.B., our 
Guru, when your mind wanders. The image built with love and attention 
will do more than one thing—for you and for the meeting. 

Of course, the task of promulgation is not easy: first there is the 
difficulty about preaching the Ideal when we fail to realize it in daily life 
through sustained application. Then there is the paucity of knowledge. 
Then the method of presentation has to be considered—how to put it across 
not for the minds but for the hearts of people—hearers or readers. 

How to make our study class interesting to newcomers? It can be done 
through every item—the Declaration, the giving of the Fundamentals, the 
summary and even the reading. Preparation would do it. But, as I often say, 
one must “feel for the Cause.” It is inner faith in the Esoteric Philosophy 
and in Its Instructors, who embody It that produces the necessary result. 

Of course, charges are levelled against us that we preach Theosophy but 
do not practise it; but is that altogether fair? X calls himself a Christian, but 
can we say that he is applying his religion? Mind, I am not excusing 
ourselves; we are trying, perhaps more systematically and strenuously than 
church-going Christians, ceremonial Zoroastrians, and so on. I must say 
signs are there that several of our students are doing something with 
themselves and are not merely engaged in studying and preaching Theosophy. 

For our people, simply to listen to a lecture is not what we need or 
want. Each one making his or her own effort gains through it, and the series 
of Sunday lectures not only are for the advantage of the public but are also 

 

3 A form of the welcoming spirit comes to any conscious community that is built 
around a devotion to all who seek truth  and respect the human family. “The real 
meaning of the word “Philosophy” is “love of wisdom”; but esoterically it is, 
“THE WISDOM OF LOVE” or Compassion. That can neither be recorded not 
have any limits.” [Robert Crosbie, Newsletter no. 2, Feb 2018, & Ans to Qs, p 3.]  
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to benefit the persons preparing them. From one point of view the latter is 
the most important for the future growth and work. 

All questions should be answered directly so that they provoke thought 
and therefore more questions. We need not expand all the points very fully 
in the study class; you remember that in the Mahatma Letters as well as in 
H.P.B.’s articles and Crosbie’s letters the same thing is said. Will you keep 
this in mind because your answers would have been much appreciated by 
some people whom such a great deal of material might have confused. 

The Echoes from the Orient is a difficult book for a study class 
because there are many things of an occult nature on which sometimes very 
awkward questions arise. The same is true of The Key to Theosophy. In 
my experience I have found that the best textbook for study is Mr. Judge’s 
The Ocean of Theosophy. He wrote The Ocean of Theosophy as well as 
his Epitome of Theosophy for the joint work of a study class. He confined 
himself entirely to philosophical propositions and, therefore, it becomes a 
practical and very useful textbook. 

 

No. 3 in a series from B. P. Wadia, The Theosophical Movement, July 2019 
 

________ 
 

 
 

 
Above:  the winged  
globe with two snakes,  
and the winged scarab. 
 

Right:  Gate to the 
Dendera complex 
of temples to Isis,  
Osiris and Hathor. 

[Ctsy kairoinfo4u on Flickr]  
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The Biography of Robert Crosbie: Chapter 3 

We continue from the last Spring 
edition, the serialisation of a new 
biography on the founder of the 
United Lodge of Theosophists. It 
has been translated from the Dutch 
with assistance from Associates in 
the Netherlands, the USA and UK.  

This is the next chapter. 

 

Chapter Three    
Crosbie’s Personal History 

Robert Crosbie was born in 
Montreal, Canada, on 10th 
January 1849. We know little 
about his family, heredity or his 
youth. However, we do know the 
following: as a sixteen-year-old 
he was already convinced that the 
Truth could not be found in the sectarian religions. He felt greatly 
interested in philosophical, religious and occult subjects, and read books 
about mesmerism and hypnotism. 

The name Crosbie could be Scottish4 and his children, Kay (nickname 
for Katherine, for which she was named after Mrs. Katherine Tingley) and 

 

4 A short biography of Robert Crosbie by a long time ULT Associate states “both 

his parents were Scottish, they met and married in Canada. His father was 

connected for many years with the Hudson Bay Co. as a supervisor, traveling from 

Post to Post for a good part of the year. His mother was a companion to Lady 

Simpson, the wife of the Governor of the Hudson Bay Company. A ‘Highlander,’ 

she had, but rarely used, her capacity for “second-sight.” She lived a life of self-

sacrifice, compassion, and service to others.”  (by Dallas TenBroeck, unpublished 

manuscript, 1999; available at http://www.ultindia.org/crosbie_bio.html. Wane 

Kell was a pen-name used by TenBroeck.) 

http://www.ultindia.org/crosbie_bio.html
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Cameron, and also the grandchildren, Scott and Keith, have names which 
are common in Scottish families. 

Crosbie became American through naturalisation. It is striking that    
H. P. Blavatsky, of Russian-German origin, William Q. Judge, a born 
Irishman, and Robert Crosbie, a Canadian, – all three – gained American 
citizenship through naturalisation. H. P. Blavatsky had started the 
Theosophical Movement in America and her last message was addressed 
to the American Theosophists. 

Crosbie spent most of his life in Boston. He was trained as an 
accountant and built up his own business. As a businessman he dared to 
take risks because twice he won and lost a fortune. We do not know when 
he married; however, it is probable that he sold a business, including a 
factory, after the divorce of his first wife and to whom he gave the total 
revenue. He then had to start all over again economically. The very vague 
indications that we have through statements from friends who knew him, 
and who are still alive, conclude that his first marriage was very difficult. 
There is also a story about a terrible fire that put the life of his wife at risk. 

Shortly after Robert Crosbie had acquainted himself with Theosophy, 
the situation in his marriage worsened and his wife divorced him. That 
must have been in or around 1890. 

Crosbie was a man of the world and by no means looked like a mystic, 
but he apparently possessed the gift of enthusiasm and immediately he 
wanted to apply what he had learned. To exemplify ‘brotherhood’ he tried 
introducing better working conditions into his business but he was met with 
disappointing results.  

It is probably the case that after Crosbie divorced his first wife he gave 
her the proceeds from the factory he had sold and had to start over again 
financially.  

He met his second wife, Josephine, in Boston. His daughter Kay 
(1900), as well as Cameron (1902), were both born in Point Loma, 
California, so at that time he must have been financially back on top of 
things, which is evident from his activities for the Theosophical Society. 
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It was in 18985 that he had been called by Mrs. Katherine Tingley to 
Point Loma and Mrs. Crosbie6 accompanied him there. Crosbie then 
handed over all his property to the T.S., where he held a position of trust, 
and his wife was assigned a job in the dining room of the Theosophical 
community. 

After a major 
disagreement with 
Mrs. Tingley and her 
group in 1904, he left 
the T.S. and moved 
to Los Angeles where 
– without money – he 
had to again re-
establish himself. 
However in 1909 he 
founded the United 
Lodge of Theoso-
phists, which was 
soon to become a 
great success. 

Although 
Theosophy was his 
life's work, he still 
found time for his 
hobbies. He drew and 
painted and was 
interested in music. 

 

5 The address in this The Voice of the Silence  suggests it was 1899. 
6 Crosbie wrote this inscription in a copy of The Voice he gave to his wife: 

“From Robert Crosbie, 23 Sargent St, Dorchester, Mass.  
To my old-time companion 

Josephine P. Doughty. 
April 5 / 99” 

 

Added later: “To Cameron Crosbie, from his Mother, Josephine Crosbie, June 1935.” 
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The ULT Lodge in Los Angeles has some paintings by him, and Crosbie 
composed several songs that are still sung by children, young people, and 
adults in the Theosophy School. He was a modest, dedicated, serious, and 
energetic man.  

After his death on 25th June 1919, his work was continued by friends 
who he had trained.  

His daughter Kay married a Mr. Deeds in California and had two sons, 
Scott and Keith. After the death of her father she moved to Long Beach in 
the 1930s. His son Cameron was an organist by profession, and during the 
time of the great economic crisis of 1929-1932 he moved to New York and 
occasionally came into contact with John Garrigues, a co-worker of 
Crosbie from the first, and who worked in the New York ULT with Mr. 
Wadia.  

Mrs. Crosbie left Los Angeles after a disagreement with the ULT, and 
found work in Covina, California, as House-Mother in a school for young 
girls, but after 1935 nothing has been heard about her. She had always 
stood by her husband faithfully and enjoyed the esteem of all who knew 
her. When Mr. Garrigues presented her once with one of the angry letters 
from Joseph Fussell, Secretary of Mrs. Tingley, in which Robert Crosbie 
was sharply criticised, she took the defense of her husband with conviction 
and refuted all of the allegations.7 

 
 

Continues with Chapter 4 in the Autumn edition   

 

7  Joseph Fussell of the Point Loma T.S. wrote to John Garrigues after Mr. 

Crosbie's death, his letters making slanderous statements against his good 

character. Garrigues showed them to Mrs. Crosbie, who indignantly repudiated 

the statements Mr. Fussell made, stating they were untrue and challenging Mr. 

Fussell to prove them. He made no response to this. (from Theosophy 23:390 and 

23:491-2; see http://www.ultindia.org/crosbie_bio.html) 

http://www.ultindia.org/crosbie_bio.html
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The Value of Allegorical Writing 
 

[The early editions of Theosophy contain a wide variety of articles including 
many allegories and occult stories told by H. P. Blavatsky and William Q. Judge.  

In the Editorial below Crosbie points out their great value, suggesting they 
convey important information on occult laws and processes and that they are also 
“recitals of facts and events in which the author was directly concerned.” 

The book on “Theodore Crombie – A Friend of India” (page 12) contains three 
such allegories, the last one of which is reproduced there. Eds.] 

________________ 

Some readers have asked why the editors reprint such articles as ‘‘A 
Curious Tale,” “The Magic Screen of Time,” “The Skin of the Earth,” 
“The Serpent’s Blood,” etc. The article which follows this foreword 
being of the same kind, it is an appropriate time to make some reply. 

Those who have asked, see in these articles fiction or allegory and 
while deeming them interesting from that point of view, fail to perceive 
any serious import in them. To all such, the opinion and conviction of 
old students may be of some benefit and also provide an answer. 

It is well known that Wm. Q. Judge used pen names for many 
articles published in his magazine, “The Path,” in order to conceal his 
identity, especially in the case of articles of occult significance 
intended to convey information to the earnest observant student. The 
reader would do well to consider all such writings to be recitals of 
facts and events in which the author was directly concerned. Those 
who understand the cyclic return of individuals into physical 
existence with all of their acquired tendencies and relations to others, 
will find both warning and prophecy for the then future in many of 
the articles, the proofs of which may he obtained by comparing what 
was then written with what subsequently occurred in the history of the 
Movement. Truly  “history repeats itself.” 

 

From the Editor’s foreword, Theosophy,  March 1914, p 193, by Robert Crosbie. 
Following this editorial was printed “The Coming of the Serpent,” a story 
containing hints on the past occult history of events in Ireland, Erin’s Isle or Éire.  
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“Remember Gaeta” a story by Theodore Crombie 
 

I am already an old man and unless I set 

down now my tale, I fear I shall not have 

a chance again. I never thought to draw 

out from my memory of the past this 

particular incident which I am now about 

to relate, but events have happened within 

the last few years that make me feel it my 

duty to do so. 

I have spent most of my time in India, 

the reputed land of mysteries and 

marvels, and if you are a believer in the 

travellers’ tales you hear, you would think 

that every Indian was a magician and 

every act he performed was a miracle. All I can say is that, after 

twenty years’ experience in that land, I never came across one single 

marvel nor one single magician to my knowledge. It is true, however, 

there are many Indians who are much interested in the science of 

occultism, a science to which if I had had the time and the will, I 

should have liked to have devoted myself, for in it I am quite sure 

may be found the real reason for our existence.  

I was fortunate enough to come across two 

or three of my Indian friends who were 

interested in this science and they spoke quite 

solemnly of as truths, what the normal average 

Anglo-Indian considers myths. So-called 

miracles of the Bible were but to them the 

outcome of the use of natural laws unknown 

generally to man. They also told me of Great 

Teachers—and those they spoke of with 

profound reverence—who had climbed up the 

ladder of evolution far beyond the ken of the 

normal man and who lived in the fastnesses of mountains, sending 

forth their power and wisdom for the upliftment of humanity. This 
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was all very interesting, but I cannot say that I was convinced. 

However, a young fellow with whom I was very friendly was much 

taken up with that sort of thing. His name was Charles Norman, and 

though he was much younger than I was, yet somehow or other we 

were very good companions. He must have had rather eccentric 

parents apparently, because he had been brought up with 

extraordinary ideas, and it was rather a boast of his that never from 

boyhood had he touched meat. We had a mutual friend in a most 

cultivated native, Ram Singh, and the three of us went about a great 

deal together, but it was quite easily seen that Ram Singh’s interest 

was for some mysterious reason concentrated on Charles. 

Now I believe, but I do not know, that Ram Singh could do queer 

things. I have heard, and I think it was true, that he was in some 

psychic communication with his Guru as he called him, and that this 

Guru was one of the great Sages known, and believed in, by the 

Indians. However that may be he never showed me anything of his 

psychism and I am sure that Charles was not psychic at all. Sensitive 

maybe, but not psychic. However, that seemed to make no difference 

to Ram Singh. Often and often I used to find him in Charles’s rooms 

philosophising in a most extraordinary way and Charles calmly 

taking it all in as if he were recalling something he had previously 

learnt and not as if he were endeavouring to learn something new. 

Perhaps he was; for both he and Ram Singh were staunch believers 

in the doctrine of Reincarnation, and I must say for myself, that it 

seemed to me likely to be true. In later years, I have become 

convinced of it. 

These two were very good to me. I must say they never made me 

feel in the way, and Charles used to say that Karma linked us 

together. To this remark Ram Singh once nodded his head rather 

meaningly and when I asked for some explanation of the matter I 

was told that I would know before I died. It is because I think that I 

do know now that I have sat down to write this story. 

The day that my story begins was a very hot one—it can be 

extremely hot in India—and I had spent most of the time under the 

punka trying to persuade myself that I was undergoing the necessary 
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preparation for that after-life which is accorded to recalcitrant 

Christians. However, later in the afternoon a semblance of a breeze 

manifested itself and I thought I would look round on Charles. There 

is little privacy in India, and so I went in unannounced and found 

him lying on a long chair on the balcony of his bungalow. I called 

him: “Hello, Charles, and how have you got through the day?” But 

there was no answer and as I got closer I saw he was deadly white 

and unconscious of my approach. I thought he was in some sort of 

fit and was very much alarmed because I am not apt to deal with such 

a case. I was about to call his servant when suddenly, absolutely 

quietly, Ram Singh made his appearance. He looked at me and then 

went straight over to Charles, bent across him for a few seconds, 

gazing at his face, and then slowly the boy’s eyelids began to flutter. 

Gradually life seemed to flow into his body and he half rose. Ram 

Singh straightened himself up and came over to speak to me. Just at 

that moment—I remember this very clearly because it made a great 

impression on me—Charles spoke:—“Remember Gaeta” he said, 

“remember Gaeta,”—and that was all. Then he rubbed his eyes and, 

as it were, came back into the world. 

“What are you two people doing here?” he demanded. 

“We just looked in to see you,” I replied. 

“I have just had an extraordinary experience” he said, “I thought I 

was going to die.” 

Then he turned to Ram Singh: 

“You know, Ram Singh, it was about—.” 

“Yes, yes,” said Ram Singh. “You have not been very well. Do 

not speak for a little.” 

Then Ram Singh looked round and said to me: “I think he ought 

to be quiet just now, Mr. Mowbray. If you wouldn’t mind, it would 

be better if you left him to me for a little. He will be all-right by the 

evening.” 

I had been in India several years; I knew and liked Indians and I 

am sure that they liked me; I had never felt that peculiar feeling 

which is called the colour feeling until this moment, but I must say 
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that as I quitted the balcony in obedience to Ram Singh’s command 

(I can call it nothing else) I felt a spasm of race prejudice. Who was 

he, an Indian, to dare to order me, a European, to leave my friend 

when he was ill? I was ashamed of this feeling a moment afterwards 

because I admitted to myself that the stronger man had won. When 

it came to a question of obedience between Ram Singh and myself it 

was Ram Singh who would win. Although neither of them ever 

spoke directly to me of the incident again, yet I noticed that Charles 

after this attack seemed to be strangely nervous and perplexed. He 

suffered also from fits of depression, varied by moods of 

extraordinary exaltation. In one of the former, when I was trying to 

cheer him up ineffectually, Ram Singh again came in and when 

Charles was not thus easily to be roused, he looked at him strangely 

and said: 

“Remember Gaeta.” 

It must have been six months after this that Charles left India on a 

long furlough. I went with him to Bombay and saw him off. It was 

my turn to be depressed. Charles seemed to have entirely got over 

his sudden illness, had thrown off all his depression and was starting 

for home with the happiest anticipations. I was the gloomy one, and 

as I shook hands with him I said, somewhat prophetically I think: 

“I wonder if I shall ever see you again?” 

He looked at me for a moment, and then half laughed and 

answered: “Oh yes, you will see me again right enough, old chap, 

only perhaps I won’t see you.” 

The warning off bell from the boat prevented my enquiring into 

the meaning of this cryptic and somewhat rude remark, but it stuck 

in my mind and in the light of subsequent events I cannot help 

thinking that Charles meant it so to stick. 

I told Ram Singh about it and all his comment was a baffling 

smile. There have been moments when I have wished that Ram 

Singh wouldn’t smile like that. 

I missed Charles very much, and I did not see a great deal of Ram 

Singh because it was not long before he too left the station. Charles 
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was not a good letter writer, and consequently, beyond a few 

postcards en route to England and a letter announcing his arrival 

there, I did not hear from him for several months. When I did get 

something which might be called a communication I was so 

astonished that I could scarcely believe my eyes. Charles wrote from 

Gaeta. I do not know anything about Gaeta, I do not want to know 

particularly. I believe it is somewhere in Italy near the sea-coast and 

I have no doubt it is a most beautiful place. Charles’s letter was not 

a guidebook and all I know of the place has been gathered from the 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA. What Charles was concerned with 

was a certain Count Baroni whom he had apparently run across in 

Gaeta. He was, he wrote me, a great Sage and had penetrated far into 

the mysteries of Occult Science. How Charles ever came to go to 

Gaeta has never appeared but I daresay Ram Singh could tell me 

something about that if he only would. For myself I am satisfied that 

it was written in the book of fate that Charles had to go to Gaeta and 

that when he left Bombay he left with the firm intention of going 

there. The Count Baroni seems to have been very friendly to Charles 

and he told me that he had mentioned my name and his friendship 

with me to the Count, and that the Count was pleased to be interested. 

The Italians are always polite. 

The Count dwelt in a very charming house and I gathered that 

Charles saw him for the greater part of each day. He lived a retired 

life and was thought by the people round to be somewhat eccentric 

but harmless. That, in a nutshell, was the substance of Charles’s 

letters to me, only there was an interesting P.S. “Cheer up, you will 

see me again all right, old fellow.’’ And that was the first letter I had 

from Gaeta from Charles, and the last. 

 

[ from “Theodore Crombie – A Friend of India.”  Crombie worked with B. P. Wadia 
in the TS in Adyar from 1912, and followed him in leaving it in the same year, 
1922. After a short time he later joined BPW in New York and with him went to 
London where they and others founded the Lodge there in 1925.  

There is also valuable history of the ULT in India. Out of print but in PDF. Eds. ] 

________________  

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/theodore-leslie-crombie-friend-of-india/
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A Few Reflections on the 2019 ITC Conference 
 

We have always supported the primary stated aim of the International 
Theosophy Conferences (ITC) initiative, namely to help bring about a 
greater unity amongst Theosophists of all Theosophical organisations and 
groups. 

We’ve always felt, however, that Robert Crosbie’s approach to this is 
the clearest, the simplest, and the most practical. The “Declaration” of the 
United Lodge of Theosophists states in part: 

“It holds that the unassailable basis for union among Theosophists, 
wherever and however situated, is “similarity of aim, purpose and 
teaching,” and therefore has neither Constitution, By-Laws nor Officers, 
the sole bond between its Associates being that basis. And it aims to 
disseminate this idea among Theosophists in the furtherance of Unity.” 

The implication is that where a similarity of aim, purpose, and teaching 
exists, there ceases to be any need for constitutions, by-laws, officers, or 
the other trappings of organisational hierarchies, as a strong and enduring 
unity will naturally be present. 

The same point was echoed by Mr. Crosbie in an article titled “Some 
Unavoidable Deductions” in the June 1913 issue of “Theosophy” 
magazine: 

“It should never be forgotten that She 

8 was and is the Teacher. Had 
this been remembered, with all that such remembrance implies, the years 
since Her departure would have a united body of theosophists before the 
world, and an increase in power and knowledge in that body, individually 
and collectively, which would have served to direct the thought of 
Western people into right channels, and avoided many disasters.” 

Although not there in person, we viewed online this year’s ITC 
conference – which took place 25th to 28th July at the Wheaton, Illinois 
headquarters of the American Section of “The Theosophical Society – 
Adyar” – and observed something we had also noticed in preceding years: 

 

8 The real H. P. Blavatsky which Issues 1 & 2 of the Newsletter showed, was a high Eastern 
Master permanently occupying that body. She wrote to A. P. Sinnett “Do you believe that, 
because you have fathomed my physical crust… you have ever penetrated even beneath the 
first cuticle of my Real Self.”  (Theosophical Notes, Issue 1, Autumn 2017, p 5.)  
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the current ITC approach to fostering Theosophical Unity seems to be to 
deal only with subjects on which all the Theosophical associations already 
agree  and on which they all have essentially the same views, i.e. 
predominantly the ideas of universal brotherhood, spiritual unity, 
compassion, ethics, etc. 

Divisions and schisms in the Theosophical Movement were never 
brought about by disagreements regarding these topics; they were brought 
about principally by various claims of “Occult Successorship” and 
doctrinal differences regarding the metaphysics of Theosophy, the 
numerous “Successors” each promulgating their own version of the 
Philosophy, in each case contradicting and at odds with the metaphysics 
and philosophy that HPB and William Q. Judge had presented to the world 
from the Masters of Wisdom. 

Surely it is thus those  points which such an event as the ITC ought to 
be directly addressing, openly discussing, and working out how to deal 
with and learn from. Until or unless this is done, the real causes for 
Theosophical dis-unity still remain, just as strongly and deep-rooted as 
ever. To attempt such a task will of course be a difficult and challenging 
one, which will inevitably cause a certain degree of discomfort for all 
concerned – not least because the Vice-President of the ITC claims to be 
the present Occult Successor to HPB and WQJ, a belief which he avoids 
mentioning when at the ITC events, however – but the approach presently 
taken by the ITC appears to be merely a glossing over of such matters. 

When the myriad of metaphysical points on which there are serious 
doctrinal differences and contradictions are avoided and the points of 
agreement alone focused upon, it’s easy for an onlooker or a new student to 
believe that “all differences between Theosophical groups and teachings are 
only imaginary” (as some of the leading figures behind the ITC have often 
said), but such an approach conveniently avoids giving the whole story. 

It undeniably is the case that the ethical side of Theosophy is the most 
important part of it. We all know that “ethics are the soul of the Wisdom-
Religion” (“The Key to Theosophy” p. 14) and how HPB told the 
American Theosophists that “the Ethics of Theosophy are more important 
than any divulgement of psychic laws and facts. . . . the Ethics sink into 
and take hold of the real man – the reincarnating Ego.” (“Five Messages to 
the American Theosophists” p. 26) 
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But in her Message of the following year (p. 30) she says that in the 
magazine “Lucifer” “I give such public teaching as is possible on 
Theosophical doctrines and so carry on the most important of our 
Theosophical work.” So despite the religious connotations in many 
people’s minds of the term “doctrines,” Theosophy is a definite Body of 
Knowledge  with definite and specific doctrines, the teaching of which is 
highly important and essential. “Our doctrine knows no compromises,” 
wrote the Mahatma K.H., therefore it is essential to address these 
differences in doctrine to achieve any meaningful unity.  

But to the ITC’s credit, C. W. Leadbeater and Annie Besant went 
unmentioned and unpromoted at this year’s conference, as has now been 
the case at the ITC events for the past few years. 

The texts and compilations used this year for study and discussion were 
primarily from the writings of HPB, then two from Robert Crosbie, one 
from G. de Purucker, one from Raghavan Iyer, and one from William 
Judge. The fact of the increasing promotion of Raghavan Iyer within the 
ITC will not sit well with many long-time ULT associates who are aware 
of certain historical difficulties of quite a serious nature from just a few 
decades ago. 

We noticed that some of the ULT associates who spoke at this year’s 
event used the ITC platform to criticise the ULT, describing it as having 
long been a harbourer of “prejudice,” “bias,” and an unhealthy sense of 
“elitism” with regard to its view that it is the only Theosophical group 
presenting Theosophy in its pure and unaltered form, and in regard to its 
attitudes towards the other Theosophical groups.  

The ITC President, who is a longstanding ULT associate, said in a later 
talk that students should not think of Theosophical groups with which they 
are not personally connected as “other” but rather accept that all the 
organisations/groups are equal and mutually complementary. As in 
previous years, he said that the different Theosophical groups, ULT 
included, are “traditions,” i.e. “the Point Loma Tradition,” “the ULT 
Tradition,” “the Adyar Tradition.” 

Yet the very patent facts of history and philosophy show that the United 
Lodge of Theosophists is indeed the only Theosophical association which 
presents and promotes Theosophy solely in its pure and unaltered form, 
exactly the way that HPB and WQJ gave it.  
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The other Theosophical groups do of course make it available, mainly 
through some of the books that they sell, but in their meetings and in their 
general work they mix it in with later and contradictory versions of 
“Theosophy” and always give precedence to the latter. Saying this is 
neither prejudice nor bias but simply a statement of fact. If anyone can 
prove it wrong we will be glad to know, as we sincerely wish that it was 
not  the case that the ULT is the only one “holding the original lines.” 

Other ITC speakers, belonging to “The Theosophical Society – Point 
Loma” and “The Theosophical Society – Adyar,” did not  choose to use the 
platform to criticise or depreciate their own organisations and so we wonder 
whether our fellow associates have considered what impression of the ULT 
this might present to the minds of those in attendance and viewing online? 

In saying all this, we do not mean to give the impression that the ULT 
is perfect or without any flaws. Like everything else, it has its 
imperfections and flaws. But we ought to be careful lest in our efforts to 
foster unity and fraternal feeling we end up obscuring, or even changing 
the direction of, the beacon light of pure Theosophy, which is what the 
ULT has been these past 110 years. 

________ 

 

Comments and questions on anything raised here are most welcome and 
we will publish them in future issues where it will further the discussion. 

 

The Newsletter’s policy is to print whatever is good, rigorous, and true, 
wherever it is found, and accept corrections as readily as we give them. The 
Policy we follow was given in the Editorial, NL no. 6, Winter 2018-19: 

“… in Le Lotus  she (HPB) published all reasonable articles whether 
coming from “deists or materialists” if they were well thought-out and 
sincere. 

“She said editors and readers ignoring this rule barred themselves from 
all ideas of truth and justice!”                 (The H. P. Blavatsky-Abbe Roca dialogues) 

Right criticism, kind and just, “is a beneficent goad”… is there any other way 
to seek truth about the wholly impartial & divine nature of Life? Good reading.  
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The Beautiful but Too-Terrestrial Draupadi 
 

Receiving from an Indian friend and correspondent a PDF of the 
Practical Sanskrit-English Dictionary, we saw it is much more than a 
simple dictionary as shown by this entry with its informative! ending: 

“While Draupadi in the guise of Sairandhri was residing at the court of 
king Virata with her five husbands also disguised, Kichaka once happened 
to see her, and her beauty stirred up wicked passion in his heart. He thence-
forward kept a sinister eye on her, and endeavoured through the help of his 
sister, the king's wife, to violate her chastity.  
 

“Draupadi complained of his unmannerly conduct towards herself to 
the king; but when he declined to interfere, she sought the assistance of 
Bhima, and at his suggestion showed herself favourable to his advances. It 
was then agreed that they should meet at mid-night in the dancing hall of 
the palace. Pursuant to appointment Kichaka went there and attempted to 
embrace Draupadi (as he fancied Bhima to be owing to the darkness of 
night). But the wretch was at once seized and crushed to death by the 
powerful Bhima.”* 
 

from “The Practical Sanskrit-English Dictionary” by Vaman Shivaram Apte, Poona, India, 1890.  
 
 
 

Unravelling the hidden meaning of this quaint if apparently brutal story 
 

Bhima is the second of the noble Pandava princes and the strongest of 
them, being ‘king of Kamyaka Forest.’ 
Regarding the Pandava’s role in the Bhagavad-
gita, “some think that Draupadi, the wife in 
common of the five brothers, the Pandavas, is 
meant to represent Buddhi: but this is not so, for 
Draupadi stands for the terrestrial life  of the 
Personality. As such, we see it even taken into 
slavery by Yudhishthira, the elder  of the 
Pandavas and her chief lord, who represents the 
Higher Ego with all its qualifications.” 

“These are both allegories and realities, 
“Krishna, Arjuna, and so many other heroes, (are) 
historical characters, who lived some 5,000 years 
ago, at the period when the Kali Yuga set in.” 

 

(from The Theosophical Glossary, p. 182-3, 382)  

Bhima by Raja Ravi Varma 
(1848-1906)  

   

Image by kind courtesy of Wikipedia 
 

https://archive.org/details/ldpd_7285627_000/page/n2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vintage_Bhim_oleograph_litho_Ravi_Varma_Press_B.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhima
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Theosophical Predictions: The Dendera Zodiac  

The evolution of the complete human – multiform in his many layers of 
matter-consciousness – is predicted to come to be recognised as originating  

from the spiritual planes, and not the biological slush advocated by the neo-
Darwinists only, such due to the facts of the real occult nature of man. 

The Secret Doctrine  in this passage speaks of “the chronology of the 
divine Kings and Dynasties,”  which, like the age  of humanity “was kept 
secret from the profane multitudes.” But during the late 1800s this “silence 
of centuries” was gradually being broken and old truths given air once 
more: 

Abyssinia was once upon a time an island; and the (Nile) Delta was the first 
country occupied by the pioneer emigrants who came with their gods from the 
North-east. (Perhaps Indo-China. Here ‘gods’ may mean the higher Mahatmas. Eds) 

When was it?  History is silent upon the subject. Fortunately we have the 
Dendera Zodiac, the planisphere on the ceiling of one of the oldest Egyptian 
temples, which records the fact. This Zodiac, with its mysterious three Virgos  
between the Lion and Libra, has found its Œdipus, who understood the riddle 
of these signs, and justified the truthfulness of those priests who told 
Herodotus that:— 

(a) The poles of the Earth and the Ecliptic had formerly coincided; and  

(b) That even since their first Zodiacal records were commenced, the 
Poles have been three times within the plane of the Ecliptic, as the Initiates 
taught…  “Now,” says Panadoras, “it is before that time (Menes), that the 
reign of the seven gods who rule the world took place. It was during that 
period that those benefactors of 
humanity descended on Earth and 
taught men to calculate the course 
of the sun and moon by the twelve 
signs of the Ecliptic.” 

 …Herodotus was shown by 
the priests of Egypt the statues of 
their human Kings and Pontiffs-
piromis (the archi-prophets or 
Maha-Chohans of the temples), 
born one from the other (without 
the intervention of woman) who 
had reigned before Menes, their 
first human  King. These statues, 
he says, were enormous colossi in 

The circular or planisphere Dendera Zodiac 
is dated to “the late Ptolemaic period” ending 
with its last queen, Cleopatra VII (69-30 
BCE). Now in the Louvre, it came from the 
ceiling of the portico of a chapel dedicated to 
Osiris.  [Ctsy Wikipedia Dendera Zodiac] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dendera_zodiac
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wood, three hundred and forty-five in number, each of which had his name, 
his history and his annals. And they assured Herodotus9… that no historian 
could ever understand or write an account of these super-human Kings, 
unless he had studied and learned the history of the three dynasties that 
preceded the human—namely, the DYNASTIES OF THE GODS, that of demi-
gods, and of the Heroes, or giants.  These “three dynasties” are the three 
Races. Translated into the language of the Esoteric doctrine, these three 
dynasties would also be those of the …gods, celestial spirits, and giants or 
Titans.               The Secret Doctrine  2:369-70 

 

Later in the SD on page 431 the positions of the poles is again referred to 
when the Egyptian Priests told Herodotus “that the terrestrial Pole and the Pole 
of the Ecliptic had formerly coincided, thus was it found and corroborated by 
Mackey.” 

10 Leaving aside the detail of how the poles shift, the Secret Doctrine  
claims that by counting by Sidereal cycles of 25,868 years each “the 
approximate year of the erection of the Great Pyramid can be ascertained.” 
This is because the pyramid builders aligned “the long narrow passage” at the 
then pole star Alpha Draconis. Due to its extraordinary relative position which 
“could not occur again for a whole sidereal year” and since the Dendera Zodiac 
shows the passage of three sidereal years, “the great Pyramid must have been 
built 78,000 years ago, or in any case that this possibility deserves to be 
accepted at least as readily as the later date of 3,350 B.C.” 

Naturally scoffers will dispute this, but the prediction still stands.  
 
 
 
 

  

 

9 Herodotus (d. 425 BCE), a Greek historian born Bodrum, Turkey, author of The Histories, 
a record on the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars. “He is widely considered to have been 
the first writer to have treated historical subjects using a method of systematic 
investigation… often referred to as 'The Father of History'.” Wikipedia   
10 Sampson Mackey (1765-1843) a Norwich shoemaker described as “a strangely intuitional 
symbologist and astronomer” and “a kind of a self-made adept.” He publicly challenged the 
biblical dogma of the age of the earth, which he said ran into millions of years, as did 
humanity’s. Much has been written examining his “The Mythological Astronomy of the 
Ancients Demonstrated” & David Pratt addresses pole shifts, but we have not the space here. 

This second, rectangular, Zodiac is on ceiling of the Temple of Hathor, Dendera. [Attribution unknown] 

More high resolution pictures at kairoinfo4u on Flickr 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus
http://davidpratt.info/pole5.htm
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Correspondence 
a) The Love of Money 
Rereading Zanoni  I found this and the footnote in it near the bottom of the 
large paragraph at the start of Chapter 14:  

     “Living on—living ever—as science that cares alone for knowledge, 
and halts not to consider how knowledge advances happiness; how Human 
Improvement, rushing through civilization, crushes all in its march, all who 
cannot grapple to its wheels.”*                           (page 504 in our correspondent’s ed) 

* “You colonize the land of the Savage with the Anglo-Saxon—you civilize that 
portion of THE EARTH; but is the SAVAGE11 (made more) civilized? He is 
exterminated! You accumulate machinery—you increase the total of wealth; but 
what becomes of the labor you displace? One generation is sacrificed to the next. 
You diffuse knowledge,—and the world seems to grow brighter, but Discontent at 
Poverty replaces Ignorance, happy with its crust. Every improvement, every 
advancement in civilization, injures some, to benefit others. And either cherishes 
the want of today, or prepares the revolution of tomorrow.”—Stephan Montague.  

Eds: thanks for Zanoni’s foresighted words. Students of the ancient wisdom-
philosophy will know how the ideal of money and wealth proves to be no 
ideal at all, but an emptiness devoid of anything true or of lasting worth. 

Articles studied in Lodges give the antidote (knowledge and altruism) and 
its justification, such as “Civilisation & Death of Art and Beauty” and “The 
Fall of Ideals” by HPB. Essential to our building of better times to come. 
 

b) Barborka’s “The Divine Plan” 
The review of G. Barborka’s “The Divine Plan” in Theosophical Notes 

Winter 2018-19, page 16, states that, among thoughtful research, it contains 
material protected by secrecy, and alterations and additions based on claims 
of personal infallibility and authority by another student of the TS.  

In her writings HPB included many comments regarding infallibility 
and the requirement for secrecy. By way of example –  

 

11 The term ‘savage’ was a Victorian expression for a race which was to them uncivilised. 
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“Having never claimed personal infallibility, that which is given on her 
own authority, may leave much to be desired.” The Secret Doctrine, 2:22 fn. 

“No true theosophist, from the most ignorant up to the most learned, 
ought to claim infallibility for anything he may say or write upon occult 
matters.” ibid, 2:640 

Occult teachings are allegorical, and use the language of symbolism to 
hide the true meaning, they require (7) keys to unlock their inner sense. 
Therefore, arcane knowledge can be given “only from its philosophical and 
intellectual planes, unlocked with three keys respectively, for the last four keys 
of the seven that throw wide open the portals to the mysteries of Nature, are in 
the hands of the highest initiates, and cannot be divulged…” ibid, 2:527 

To find these keys, hidden yet ever present, “that penetrate the 
exoteric veil thrown over the face of esoteric truth” (ibid, 2:640) and which 
illumine allegory and symbols requires of the student the careful and faithful 
performance of the ordinary duties that arrive every day that teach the 
discipline and develop the qualities needed to life the higher life. As taught in 
the ancient schools, “lead the life necessary for the acquirement of such 
knowledge and powers, and wisdom will come to you naturally.” ibid, 1:161.  

“Help Nature and work on with her; and Nature will regard thee as 
one of her creators and make obeisance. And she will open wide before 
thee the portals of her secret chambers.” The Voice of the Silence, p 15. 

The ancients called the sacred science “Dzyu”, “the one real 
knowledge or occult wisdom which (deals) with the eternal truths and 
primal causes.” (The Secret Doctrine, 1:108) ie it points to the essential 
principles of things, to their inner meaning and fitness.  

Each student must search on his own for the buried keys to the arcane 
teachings, which are his heritage. Claims of personal infallibility and 
breaches of secrecy will never reveal them.  

“The whole essence of the truth cannot be transmitted from mouth to 
ear; not can any pen describe it…., unless man finds the answer in the 
sanctuary of his own heart, in the innermost depths of his own divine 
intuitions.” ibid, 2:516. And intuition is that faculty “through which direct 
and certain knowledge is obtainable.” ibid, 1:46. 

From a regular correspondent in Canada 
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Editor’s comments 

We would like to thank our correspondent for these excellent 
references, but also clarify that we did not intend to imply in the first part of 
our “Divine Plan” series that G. de Purucker claimed personal infallibility. 

It is indeed true, as our writer notes, that he made claims of authority 
and indeed of a highly grandiose and self-elevating nature such as these: 

“I am the intermediary or mediator between the Great Lodge of the 
Masters of Compassion and Wisdom and the general membership of the 
T.S., . . . being the channel through which the Lodge-forces pour: so also 
am I therefore the Teacher, and will hand on what I may and can to those 
who prove themselves fit and ready to receive. . . . it will be my duty as 
soon as time and strength permit me to do so, to issue new . . . teachings of 
a far deeper and more esoteric kind than those which were issued even by 
H.P.B. or by W.Q.J., or by our beloved, Katherine Tingley. . . . my three 
great Predecessors, never had the opportunity to do what Karman [i.e. 
Karma] now impels and compels me to do: to besiege the Portals of Destiny 
and to open a way into the Mysteries, . . . an opportunity of incalculably 
splendid promise which neither H.P.B. nor W.Q.J. nor even K.T. had.”  

It is easy to see how such claims – and he regularly made many of this 
nature – could lead people to assume he believed himself infallible. 
However, just as HPB declared herself the Agent of the Masters whilst at 
the same time insisting on her fallibility, so did de Purucker. In his “Studies 
in Occult Philosophy”  we find him saying: 

“The Masters are not infallible, and they themselves have pointedly 
disclaimed it; nor was H. P. B. infallible, nor those who succeeded her. . . . 
‘infallibility’ in the Papal or Romish sense of real infallibility in doctrine 
has never been claimed by any Theosophist who knows his ‘stuff,’ and 
certainly never by the Masters nor H.P.B. nor anyone who has followed 
H.P.B., certainly not Judge nor K.T. nor I, for any such claim would be a 
mere lie. If the Masters repudiate it, i.e., ‘infallibility,’ any man claiming it 
would be a downright fraud, an impostor of the worst type, and the claim 
would disprove him as a Leader or Teacher of any kind.” 

Of course, his admissions of fallibility should not necessarily be taken 
as an indication of his complete genuineness or trustworthiness. That is for 
each person to decide for themselves. 
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Online texts in English and Arabic  
 

A number of new or updated PDF and html texts have been added to the 
London online library since the May newsletter.  

Some of these include newly translated articles and books in Arabic such 
as Letters That Have Helped Me by William Q Judge. 
 

In English 

Theosophical Articles and Notes is now available in PDF, containing important 
articles from HPB, WQJ & others, as well 50 pages of Notes from the Theosophist. 

These other books have also been PDF'd here 

• The Theosophical Movement 1875-1950 (Phoenix ULT) 
• Nightmare Tales by H. P. Blavatsky (Gutenberg) 
• Raja-Yoga, or OCCULTISM 
• Through the Gates of Gold 
• An Epitome of Theosophy 
• Theodore Leslie Crombie – Friend of India (see page 12) 

Pages 1-8 of the Crombie book by Ettie Beswick provide interesting historical 
information about the ULT in America, Europe & India in the 1920-40s. 
 

Arabic language exhibitions 

Arabic editions of The Ocean of Theosophy  and 
Echoes from the Orient  were 
exhibited on 12th September at 
an international book 
exhibition in Syria, and later in 
other book exhibitions in The 
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq. 
Selected books also available 
in hard copy and can be 
ordered from the London ULT 
or from the author on jfpcalkhouri@yahoo.fr 

In addition to Letters That Have Helped Me, there are a dozen new articles. 
 

With thanks to the volunteers for their work preparing these valuable texts.  

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/books/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%8A-Letters-That-Have-Helped-Me.pdf
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/theosophical-articles-and-notes/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/books/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Theodore-Leslie-Crombie-Friend-of-India.pdf
mailto:jfpcalkhouri@yahoo.fr
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles-books-in-arabic/
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Aqueducts, No. 3 : San Antón, Plasencia, Extremadura, Spain 
                               photo kind courtesy of Anne & Saturnino Miranda  

 

Roman engineering facilitated the growth of their empire by providing clean drinking water, using which they built 
public baths, latrines, laundries, and water-mills, all powered by aqueduct water which enabled their food production 
to be scaled up to industrial proportions. The success of the Roman Empire’s civilisation was in part due to the health 
of its citizens who drank clean spring water. Although more than 600 aqueducts were built throughout the Empire, 
the source of Roman technology of “the capture of the waters” is almost a total mystery.   http://aqueducthunter.com  
 
“It is Vitruvius who gave to posterity the rules of construction of the Grecian temples erected to the immortal gods; 
and the ten books of Marcus Vitruvius Pollio on Architecture, of one, in short, who was an initiate, can only be 
studied esoterically. They used neither mortar nor cement, nor steel nor iron to cut the stones with; and yet they 
were so artfully wrought that in many places the joints are not seen…”               from the Secret Doctrine, 1:209 fn 

 

~   *   ~ 

The symbol on the front page is combined from two, one used by William Q. Judge’s Path  of the 1890s and Theosophy, 
a magazine started in 1912 by his pupil and friend Robert Crosbie, the founder of the United Lodge of Theosophists. 

~   *   ~ 
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