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The Hopi Indians 
 

 

 The Hopi are an        see mesas 

industrious people who 

cultivate corn, melon, and 

beans as they have done for thousands of years. 

Previously the Hopi had possessed over a million sheep, which, 

along with peach trees and melons, were a legacy of Spanish rule. 

The crisis of the Hopi is cultural as well as economic, they 

symbolize a rugged resistance to the brutality of modern civilization.  

However, while dominant White Civilization is crumbling 

everywhere, Hopi culture is whole and wholesome… 

 

 The Hopi has the oldest surviving traditional and religious form 

of government in this country, a theocracy with authority vested in 

hereditary tribal 

chieftains. It is a true 

democracy with no 

written laws, no police, 

prisons, paid politicians 

or taxation. A 

government more 

democratic or police-

free has not existed 

anywhere in the world… 

Whereas other 

Indian tribes have 

become servile in their submission, the Hopi have stubbornly 

refused to accept that status… Hopi leaders write: 
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All the laws and policies he (the White Man) makes which 

at first glance may appear good and just are aimed at taking 

from under us our homeland…. We must take our stand upon 

our moral grounds, our wise teachings of our forefathers, and 

be free from all foreign doctrines and ideologies.  

 The venerable tribal 

spokesman of the 

traditional Hopi, 

Katchongva, chief of the 

Sun Clan, whose 

sincerity and poise 

humbles the most 

arrogant lawmaker, 

stated: 

Our people are a proud 

people. We have taken 

good care of ourselves 

and our lands for 

thousands of years. We 

do not need any 

instruction from the 

Indian Bureau either in 

government or 

farming... 

 

…What we are protesting against is not just a waste of 

your money. What we are protesting against is a desecration 

of the national honour of the United States. That national 

honour is pledged that the Hopi people would be consulted. 

When the United States violates its pledges towards a 

little nation which has always lived in peace with its White 

brothers, the light which shines from Washington to all the 

nations of the world will grow dark and unclean. If that light 

were made clean, it would shine around the earth and bring 

peace and understanding to all the nations of the world. If 

that light grows dirty and dark, the White Man’s Civilization 

will crumble into dust. That is what our wise men have said 

is the meaning of your atomic bombs. 

…the land is sacred to the Hopi. He does not want money. 
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… the Hopi will not 

accept a few pieces of 

silver as bribe in 

exchange for their 

land, their sovereignty, 

and their traditional 

lifeway.  

Here are a people 

who do not live by the 

white man’s rule of 

money. Here are people 

whose lives are rooted 

deeply in a religious 

explanation of their origin. Here are people with roots that go 

down to their very origin as a tribe, a people of great simplicity 

and humbleness; this is their wisdom and their greatness. 

 

 

 

 

Now listen to the story  

“The Rough-Face Girl”  

from the tradition of Algonquin Indians. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIonWVivH54 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIonWVivH54

