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Karma and Forgiveness
F RO M T H E W RI T IN G S O F W IL L IA M Q . J UDG E
The [Theosophical Movement] cannot be a brotherhood unless each, or some, of its units
becomes a brother in truth. And brother was the noble name given in 1875 to the Masters. Hence
you and I and all of us must cultivate [brotherhood]. We must forgive our enemies and those
who assail us, for only thus can the great brothers properly help by working through us. There
seems to be a good deal to forgive, but it is easily done, inasmuch as in fifty years we’ll all be
gone and forgot.
Keep up your courage, faith, and charity. Those who can to any extent assimilate the Master, to
that extent they are the representatives of the Master, and have the help of the Lodge in its work.
. . . Bear up, firm heart, be strong, be bold and kind, and spread your strength and boldness.
. . . be good and kind and, like St. Paul’s charity, overlook all things. Retire into your own silence
and let all others be in the hands of Karma, as we all are. “Karma takes care of its own.”
Assert to yourself that it is not of the slightest consequence what you were yesterday, but in
every moment strive for that moment; the results will follow of themselves. . . . For as each
moment is and at once is not, it must follow that if we think of the past we forget the present,
and while we forget, the moments fly by us, making more past. Then regret nothing, not even
the greatest follies of your life, for they are gone, and you are to work in the present which is
both past and future at once. So then, with the absolute knowledge that all your limitations are
due to Karma, past or in this life, and with a firm reliance ever upon Karma as the only judge,
which will be good or bad as you make it, yourself, you can stand anything that may happen and
feel serene, despite the occasional despondencies which all feel, but which the light of Truth
always dispels. . . . “Never regret anything.” Regret is a thought, hence an energy.
No one can really help you. No one can open your doors. You locked them up, and only you can
open them. When you open any door, beyond it you find others standing who had passed you
long ago, but now, unable to proceed, they are there waiting; others are there waiting for you.
Then you come, opening a door, and those waiting disciples perhaps may pass on; thus on and
on. What a privilege this, to reflect that we may perhaps be able to help those who seemed
greater than ourselves. . . . Place your only faith, reliance, and trust on Karma.
The road up which we must climb to rise above Karma and thus be able to help our fellow men
with conscious power well directed, is that one which is marked with the signs Charity and Love.

From “Letters That Have Helped Me” p. 95-96, 113, 124, 18-19, 2.
Closing paragraph is from a posthumously published article “Karma and Reincarnation.”

