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The Best, Noblest & Most Practical… 

Universal Brotherhood is humanity’s great hope and means of 

relieving humanity’s collective suffering. It is the ‘All for One, One for All.’ 
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Editor’s note 

For many people our shared humanity has seldom been more widely 

appreciated than during the last 24 months as neighbours have united in 

mutual help as droughts, fires and plagues have swept over our fair earth. 

But these events were not so unexpected and the Newsletter’s very first 

edition ‘A New Ethical Impulse’ (p 23) advised how to relieve the unnecessary 

suffering humanity is causing itself and nature and showed a new spirit of 

human dignity and fraternity is determinedly rising, nota bene, among the 

common people as they exercise their collective and freed – but disciplined – wills. 

Now is the time to take the beneficent Ancient Wisdom to heart and to 

popularise its ideals of unity-charity and simplicity-self-control, essential 

factors for today’s world. It is much needed to guide the new openness and 

willingness that’s in the air: to think differently, to work with others and to 

cooperate side-by-side to overstep obsolete social and racial boundaries. 

This is the universal panacea of Brotherhood, it is the honourable and 

old ideal so well expressed by Alexandre Dumas, the great writer and social 

reformer, in his motto “All for One, One for All” (The Three Musketeers, 1844). 

Some signs are there, and cooperation in Europe is growing even if it is 

small. We now see once-bitter foes of 75 years ago caring for each other’s sick 

and infectious COVID-19 patients in acts of enlightened national leadership. 

But the richer nations still retain their old hypocrisies. The haste with which 

they spend huge sums to protect their own lives contrasts bleakly with the 

fractions spent to reduce the 9 million yearly toll of the poorest who die from 

simple malnutrition. Such are the world’s gross inequalities which, although not 

from malice, are a selfishness and short-sightedness born from lack of Wisdom. 

So what to do about it? H. P. Blavatsky expressed it well by quoting Carlyle’s 

old truism: “All reform except a moral one will prove unavailing.” 

That is why in 1875 this Movement was started by a benevolent Eastern 

Occult fraternity for the purpose of ethical reform, to wake humanity up to the 

dangers of materialism and show that ethics can make life beautiful and just. 

So there is work to do and we may say with Alexandre Dumas, “Fraternité 

et Bon Courage, mes amis!”       Yours, the Editors, info@theosophy-ult.org.uk  

mailto:info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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About the Newsletter 
A free magazine in e-copy or print for those who wish to understand the 

Perennial Philosophy of the Theosophical Movement and who wish to explore 

its ideas out of a simple love of truth and to better serve humanity’s needs. 

It has an interest in all spiritual and altruistic subjects and reviews their trends, 

receiving contributions from students wherever located and welcoming 

articles that serve the Movement irrespective of Theosophical organisation. 

For a free subscription by post or email contact info@theosophy-ult.org.uk 

Copyright under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, CC BY 4.0. 
 

All material can be used freely under the ‘BY’ Creative Commons licence which 

asks you to credit the source, link to the licence, and indicate if changes were made. 

The Theosophy Company is not responsible for the individual opinions expressed 

in the Newsletter. Back numbers are freely available by request and at www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/news.  

This edition includes a centre-page chart (on the unnumbered pages 16-17) that 

attempts to draw out the lines of the Theosophical Lineage. Comments are welcome. 

mailto:info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/news
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 
 

 

The closer the union the more serene man’s destiny, 

the less dangerous the external conditions. 

Isis Unveiled, 2:593, by H. P. Blavatsky 

Now I have marked with pain a tendency among 

you, as among the Theosophists in Europe and India, 

to quarrel over trifles, and to allow your very devotion 

to the cause of Theosophy to lead you into disunion.  
 

The Fourth of Five Messages to American Theosophists,  
H. P. Blavatsky, 15th April 1891 (three weeks before her death) 

 

The First Step: Observe One’s Thoughts & Know Yourself 

 We note the contrast illustrated by these two quotes: one a very beautiful 

exhortation to union, the other a wise and cautionary warning not to allow 

intellectualism to lead to disunion. These aspects become ever present parallels 

on the path and in the experience of those who wish to learn the Ancient Wisdom 

but who may not have yet overcome the self and mastered the use of right thought. 

There is no criticism in this fact, it is just as it should be: for were we as 

whole and perfect as the One Self, we would not be in a condition of un-knowing. 

It is the One Self, our guide and prompter, which points out to us that there is a 

knowledge capable of greater knowing and which spurs on the truth-seeker. 

Some who enquire may be attracted by the 

promise of the inner bliss of Unity but they should 

be prepared to examine both their inner and outer 

natures. Much of the teaching of Theo-Sophia is to 

learn how to look up from “the world” and thus 

transmute the desires that otherwise may entrap 

through too-strong attractions or repulsions, the 

twin positive and negative forms of attachment. 

One must then ask, is this all we need do, to 

attain a blissful and serene destiny? No, it is taught 

that there is a greater and more noble aim than 

simply travelling on the Path in order to satisfy 

Before the Soul can 

hear, the image 

(man) has to become 

as deaf to roarings as 

to whispers, to cries 

of bellowing 

elephants as to the 

silvery buzzing of 

the golden fire-fly. 

The Voice of the Silence, 2 
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one’s wish for peace and bliss. Humanity has a higher duty, “an aspiration 

to help others by reform” and it is this which has its heart in the programme 

of the United Lodge of Theosophists as a philanthropic collective. 

The Ethics of Unity and Non-Separateness 

From their first attendance at ULT meetings or on taking up the Correspond-

ence Course, perceptive students will detect the presence of an ethic that offers 

all enquirers “the Path” of one day becoming student-teachers and of developing 

their capacities by teaching as much of the Ancient Wisdom as they can gain. 

The second thing intuitive students will become 

aware of is that the Path is most easily attained when 

unity in mind and heart is shared among its students. 

Ages of experience have taught this apparently simple 

injunction is not to be passed over quickly or 

thoughtlessly since it is a vital principle of the 

benevolent path of pure Occultism, of which a 

principled unity is at the heart of the practice. 

“The Sole Prerequisite is Simple” was the title 

chosen because it is only through right simplicity 

that we arrive at an appreciation of Unity, by a letting 

go of the unnecessary and embracing the economy and harmony of nature. 

To see ourselves as the beings we truly are, with our great potential for 

wisdom and skilful action, we must simplify our lives. First by prioritising 

what is good and necessary, then by simply leaving out what is not. 

Frugality-Simplicity is at the centre of Lao Tzu’s “Three Precious Gems” 

In all times it has been taught that Seers and Seeresses come to their high 

condition by the abandonment of their illusions. This is the nitya-pralaya and 

the constant killing off of the errors of everyday life, a continual dissolution 

process “of all that exists.” Ordinarily this goes on in fits and starts until the 

day when normal death comes… but the trained Seer or Adept has, by his 

constant efforts…. already died!  He’s already been reborn anew and he need 

die no more. 

To reach the 

knowledge of that 

SELF, thou hast to 

give up Self to Non-

Self, Being to Non-

Being, and then thou 

canst repose between 

the wings of the 

GREAT BIRD. 

The Voice of the Silence, 5 

The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 
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“Be frugal, and you can be liberal”1 quoted Lao Tzu (Laozi). Only the 

frugal will have the empathy and resources to be generous. The wasteful man, 

scattering his energies and money, runs against the natural law of life, the law 

that acts in harmony, seldom wastes effort, and puts all things to good use. 

Simplicity is the natural 

companion of Frugality, and 

both are the precursors to 

attaining the great Unity. It 

remains absent from man’s 

too-complex life until he 

forcibly prioritises, firstly in 

mind, then in act, “the 

essential over the non-

essential” as Robert Crosbie 

advises. This is what is it to 

hold onto the end in view. 

And if we are to come to 

our potential for wisdom, for 

charity and for skilful action, then what need have we of so many of the 

world’s fruitless, distracting pleasures and unnecessary luxuries that bind us? 

For to realise the One Self, we just to turn to the 

Silent Speaker, leaving the noisy desires of 

boisterous physical life and the too-intellectual 

wrangling and “quarrelling over trifles” which            

H. P. Blavatsky councils against, so we do not to get 

lost in the study and forget our true aim of raising the 

mind and soul through right understanding of our real 

place in nature as a vibrating soul in clouds of souls. 

How else can be appreciated the natural beauty 

of individual ‘trees,’ the ever-green giants of Truth, 

Discipline, Peace and Service, when they are 

obscured by forests of weeds which grow quickly 

and thickly and kill the long-suffering SELF? 

 

1 Selections from the Upanishads and The Tao Te King, p. 114, Theosophy Company, 1967.  

Three Stones licensed CC BY-SA 

In the Hall of 

Learning thy Soul 

will find the 

blossoms of life, but 

under every flower a 

serpent coiled. ...  

This Hall is 

dangerous in its 

perfidious beauty, is 

needed but for thy 

probation. 

The Voice of the Silence, 6-7 

The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Selections-From-The-Upanishads-And-The-Tao-Te-King.pdf
https://boagworld.com/usability/three-secrets-to-simplicity/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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No progress was ever made without abandoning certain dearly held but 

false beliefs and it is one of life’s strange ironies that after making great efforts 

one may well look back from the vantage point of the next terrace and say 

“That wasn’t really so hard!” So we’ll pass quietly on with a smile at our 

misplaced fears and foolishness. 

But such Simplicity is not for the ambitious nor for the too-fixed in mind, 

nor for those desiring personal or intellectual power. Lao Tzu’s three gems 

of Gentleness, Frugality-Simplicity and Humility asks us to lightly tread 

the Path to Unity and Brotherhood and to leave behind unnecessary baggage.  

It is the same for the intellectually lazy, and also those who want only the 

warm feeling of unity without the effort of working out its true basis.  

So we must develop and complete our natures 

lest the oceans of subtle meanings and the making of 

fine distinctions will not light up our imaginations 

nor guide our mind. 

Thus the over-intellectual thinker must be made 

gentle so his too-harsh magnetism will not put off his 

brother students. The cloying warmth of the too-

emotional thinker must become steely and sternly 

discerning if he is to keep good company with the 

level-headed and intuitive: as the Dhammapada says “the fool is no company.”  

The over-intellectual and the too-emotional thinkers will both be 

deceived by superficial appearances: the first must give up the idea that 

conceptual clarity and knowledge alone will give control over life and realise 

that Occultism is a way of life as much as it is a knowledge. The emotional 

person must likewise give up living off the hope that their personal nature will 

redeem itself effortlessly through its natural goodness and that their false ideas 

will fall away without the discipline of taking back life to its essentials. 

But by long or short experiences, Karma will lead these two natures out of 

this astral maze (that is the ‘Hall of Learning’) and into the ‘Hall of Wisdom.’ 

Those who navigate these obstacles of student-life by raising their 

intellect and emotions will be led more deeply into the study of the old and 

truly benevolent Theo-Sophia and may go on to become co-workers with 

Nature and be irresistibly drawn to and attract the like-minded in their turn. 

 

Before that path is 

entered, thou must 

destroy thy lunar 

body, cleanse thy 

mind-body and make 

clean thy heart. 

The Voice of the Silence, 12 

The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 
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Brotherhood is the First Aim of the Theosophical Movement  

For however far off the day of serious study and training in the ancient 

disciplines –  “physics and metaphysics of existence” – the student must 

sooner or later learn how to master the magnetic influences which flow from 

his active mind and body. And when he has sensed the electric forces he creates, 

then he may begin to silently join and travel with a group of student-workers 

and so satisfy the first and principal aim of the Theosophical Movement, to 

form one of the nucleuses that will become a Universal Brotherhood. 

Although constantly referred to and hinted at 

– when not openly praised to the rafters – both H. 

P. Blavatsky and William Judge gave Brotherhood 

and his beautiful sister Unity, as the bedrock of the 

Society’s foundation. But these have been and still 

are much misunderstood! They are written off by 

pessimists as unreachable dreams while the 

conservative-minded don’t want the responsibility 

of creating and nurturing something new. 

But the practical cure… lies in one thing. That is the course of study 

which I mentioned before. It sounds very simple, but is eminently 

difficult; for that cure is “ALTRUISM.” And this is the keynote of 

Theosophy and the cure for all ills; this it is which the real Founders of 

the Theosophical Society promote as its first object—UNIVERSAL 

BROTHERHOOD.               The 2nd Message to American Theosophists, 1889, HPB 

Let each burning 

human tear drop on 

thy heart and there 

remain, nor ever 

brush it off, until the 

pain that caused it is 

removed. 

The Voice of the Silence, 14 

The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 
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In founding the ULT Robert Crosbie brought to students’ attention the 

need for Unity, which he treated as the great prerequisite for real progress but 

while at the same time pointing out that it needs        

a philosophically sound basis. 

Yes, to gain real Union and Brotherhood should 

be mankind’s real goal. Not comfort, nor 

convenience, nor ease, nor wealth. All these other 

goods may or may not follow if such unity is earned. 

And when we are morally ready it will strengthen and 

not weaken us, we will not misuse it – as we do now 

in our state of disunion and separateness. 

There are profound remedies given in apparently simple statements as:   

The inter-dependence of Humanity is the cause of Distributive 

Karma… it is the solution to the great question of collective suffering and  

its relief.           (The Key to Theosophy, Chapter 10, 1889, H. P. Blavatsky) 

The solution of inter-dependence needs Universal Brotherhood as the 

first step to take. No matter how much denied by our uncaring or racist 

brothers and sisters, let us fasten our energies on it and to allow no difficulty 

to come between us and the goal of cooperation, mutuality and respect for all 

living beings: for once grasped it will forever brighten and sweeten our lives. 

This Perennial Wisdom not only teaches that Unity is a great salve for the 

world’s woes but it is also the sine qua non – the absolutely indispensable – 

requirement for long term success in any project. The centuries soon swallow 

man’s puny efforts if he works by himself alone and without others. 

It is Unity which guards the entrance to the path of Occultism and opens 

the first three gates of Charity, Harmony and Patience (Dana, Shila and 

Kshanti). But the first of these is Charity as St. Paul, the initiate, tells us. 

In all spiritual practices it has been taught that 

the seeker must “become that Path itself” before 

the road can be travelled. One aim of this note is to 

show that the idea given at the start of the article – 

that the closer the personal spiritual entity 

approaches to the proximity of the crown (union 

with the Higher SELF) – then the less will be the 

influence of the noisy and anxious personal man, 

 

The pupil must regain 

the child-state he has 

lost ere the first sound 

can fall upon his ear. 

The Voice of the Silence, 19 

The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 

Help Nature and 

work on with her; 

and Nature will 

regard thee as one 

of her creators and 

make obeisance. 

The Voice of the Silence, 15 
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and thus “the more serene” his destiny. This teaching is simple but deep, and 

it is through our reliance on the ONE SELF that the personality will surely find 

its eternal refuge and security. 

William Judge expressed this very idea in his well-known injunction of 

“leaning back on the great ocean of the Self which is never moved.” 

What is there to stop us adopting it so to undo the old errors of the past? 

The ULT’s Ideal is Philosophical Brotherhood 

There are important distinctions to be made between the sacred Unity 

of Life which exists between and unites all living beings, and the agreement 

in principle of how this life should be best lived. Whether we look to Plato’s 

dialogues showing life has many levels of reality and unreality (the Allegory 

of the Cave) or Nagarjuna’s secrets of the Bodhisattva’s success in living 

harmoniously within these realities – all pertain to the same great question: 

“What is a Good Life and how should it be lived?” 

Theosophy shows that the pains taken by such great thinkers down the 

Ages were to make these very necessary distinctions on which human progress 

depends. So we owe it them – and to HPB who tied this old wisdom together 

in many beautiful nosegays – to use our mind and reason to build and apply 

today these great storehouses of cultural knowledge in practical ways. 

So how to create Unity during these fractious times? To ‘strive without 

striving’ and patiently work with the cycles we will then see how Karma will 

soon provide opportunities to those who are intuitive, enquiring and open to 

the perennial ideals. If we place ourselves on such a plane events will happen. 

A psychic signal is raised whenever the soul strives along the lines of 

Ancient Wisdom and thus channels are opened up. By this we mean that in 

the quiet hours of sleep and dream messages of intent are sent telepathically 

across the boundless ether and communicated to those also seeking 

something similar. One does not have to be a high occultist to do it, it is said 

the pure in heart work with the deity and no good efforts are lost. 

But such claims, part-true, part-false, are also now made in the New 

Age diaspora. An older student was once asked if the ULT was unbrotherly 

in not fraternising with groups promoting neo-theosophy or New Age 

teachings since “all their ideas are about unity”? She replied that although 

she feels sincere unity for her cat this does not mean she is in agreement with 

its morals nor its practice of eating its food alive, natural only to it! 

The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 
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Just as there is a great difference between how an ideal society would 

look from a cat’s worldview so there is between that and how a Plato or a 

Buddha would organise it. There is a need to distinguish between the spiritual 

Unity of Being – which all the great philosophies support – and a philosophical 

Unity of Purpose based on our best and most accurate knowledge of humanity’s 

evolutionary path, of which the ‘cats’ of the New Age have few clues. 

This Unity of Purpose is the aim of evolution of ever greater purity on 

the psychic planes and of Wisdom on the higher ones. The latter is that rare 

knowledge obtained through Theo-Sophia by the systematic study of all the 

departments of Nature, from the material, astral, psychic-psychological, and 

intellectual up to the moral and ethical: in short it is an integrated and harmonious 

world view which takes into consideration all the facets of man’s being. 

From the start, the founder of the ULT, Robert 

Crosbie, imbued this necessity of making fine 

distinctions in philosophical judgement. He had seen 

only too well that lazy thinking led directly to ruin of 

the Great Cause of Humanity’s liberation: he saw it 

came from the twin curses of materialism and the subtle 

domination of the many by a few clever but unprincipled 

minds for their own power and satisfaction. 

Crosbie’s example of making fine distinctions is 

shown in his advice that when making “plain statements of fact” to defend the 

Ancient Wisdom they must not be done in a way that is inflammatory: 

“This is our key to a right attitude in all such cases presented by 

theosophical history. It may be a hair line [defending principles and 

criticising foolishness] – but we have to find it, and while pointing out 

truth, whether in Theosophical philosophy or history, to avoid 

condemnation, even where names have to be mentioned.” 
  (The Friendly Philosopher, 375-6, Robert Crosbie) 

So Crosbie took great care to encourage absolute respect for other’s 

choices while defending all from dogma. In his compassionate assessment of 

human nature he saw how often truth and error were so well mixed up that 

many good people may go astray for a long or short time and that this could 

not always be prevented; indeed it may even serve necessary purposes. 

 

to be concluded 

Each Portal hath a 

golden key that 

openeth its gate: 

1st  DANA, the key 

of charity and love 

immortal... 

The Voice of the Silence, 52 

The Sole Prerequisite is Simple 
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The Testimony of a Scientist on the Perennial Wisdom  
 

Jane Goodall is a respected 

primatologist and anthropologist 

and one of the world’s foremost 

experts on chimpanzees.  

After her famous research work 

on primates she founded an 

educational Institute and also started 

the global youth program Roots & 

Shoots to pass on what she learned 

from her life’s work in science. These 

organisations communicate her 

knowledge very effectively through 

videos like the one linked here. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dffMZHcP63I) 

 

One of her initiatives is to 

awaken people, young and old, to their responsibilities for the environment 

and for wild and domesticated animals by the choices they make using that 

most potent but underused weapon for good or ill, their purchasing power. 

Her message in mid-March on the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak was simple: 

she pointed out that across the world we are destroying the habitats of 

animals in order to build our homes and cities and make our lives more 

comfortable, and in doing so we are bringing climate and other crises on 

ourselves, but that all this is done from simple ignorance rather than from 

malice. Listen to it here.  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qERbecpNM-w) 

Her view is that viruses like Ebola, MERs and this new SARs arise from 

the exploitation of animals and that this is their source. These viruses live 

harmlessly in animals but when their hosts are placed under conditions of 

extreme stress – as live market places are for wild animals – that this stress, 

(a psychic force) causes mutations which can then become harmful to humans. 

She asks a simple question: Why can’t man show the same love and 

compassion to the animal kingdom as they do to one another? She questions 

if this outbreak is a ‘payback in kind’ for the torments we have inflicted on 

largely harmless and inoffensive animals, whom we misuse at our pleasure.  

Goodall studies chimpanzee behaviour in Gombe 

Stream National Park in Tanzania in 1990. 

Her deep love of the natural world has prompted 

her to impart the wisdom she has gained from its 

study to those unable to access it. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Goodall_Institute_(Hong_Kong)#Roots_&_Shoots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Goodall_Institute_(Hong_Kong)#Roots_&_Shoots
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dffMZHcP63I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dffMZHcP63I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qERbecpNM-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qERbecpNM-w
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The Testimony of a Scientist, Jane Goodall 

In her work with chimps she pointed out that the feelings these higher 

animals have are as conscious and as real to them… as our feelings are to us. 

She draws on the experience of a long life spent with animals so to 

reach out to children in her Roots & Shoots programme, which began in 1991 

when a group of local teenagers met on her back porch in Tanzania eager to 

discuss problems they had seen first-hand and which were causing them much 

concern. The organisation now has over 10,000 groups in over 100 countries. 

In the above “Coronacrisis as gamechanger” interview by Buitenhof, the 

Dutch broadcaster, Jane Goodall says we must turn the corner and move to 

more truly rational way of living, not a compulsive one: we must reduce our 

over consumption and especially to try to alleviate the poverty behind much 

of the cause of our loss of respect for each other, for nature and for the animals. 

She is optimistic and has always believed in the good of human nature 

and says if people understand how the ill-effects of their actions impact the 

environment – otherwise hidden from them – they will change their ways. 

Her “Mother Earth” video speaks of the web of life, that we must think 

seriously about the consequences of the choices we make: “What we buy, what 

we wear, what we eat.” This embodies the living spirit of ancient wisdom.  

Goodall is an engaging speaker, well-informed and compassionate 

and also highly regarded in the scientific community. Her great honesty and 

humility are building bridges of trust between scientists and the public and 

such ethical concerns moved her last year to spend 300 days spreading her 

simple but effective message that a great change is needed in our way of living.  

Newsletter no. 7 recorded just the same message  on p. 28 and esp. p 34; 

the Perennial Philosophy has much to offer in healing the root-ailments (see p23). 

~      *      ~ 

One Earth, One Humanity, A Brotherhood of All Peoples 

 

      “Theosophists realize that every man is a component and integral part 

of universal brotherhood and of Humanity. That which affects one, will 

act and react on all... if it is right to care for the poor and those who suffer, 

it is as right to care for the rich. Help the poor, but pity the ignorant rich.”  
 

“The Facts Brought Before Masters,” article by H. P. Blavatsky c. 1888-89 

The Theosophical Forum, January 1948 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dffMZHcP63I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48mxaQtbUdU
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Theosophical-Notes-Spring-2019.pdf
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Donations to the HPB Defence Fund to be Returned 
 

Following Jerome Wheeler’s passing in 2018 the money  

raised for The HPB Defense Fund is being returned to its donors. 
 

In 2003 Quest Books published letters by H. P. Blavatsky from 

1861-79 which included those widely agreed to be forged but made to 

appear as if they came from her. So in 2005-06 the Aquarian 

Theosophist’s founder-editor, Jerome Wheeler, started a project to 

correct these errors. The aim was to publish a new book containing 

only letters known to be genuinely written by HPB. Due to Jerome’s 

poor health the book was never published as it was planned. 

For those who contributed to the fund and care a great deal that 

justice is done to HPB’s reputation, it is right that all the funds be 

returned or put to good use on other projects that promote her work. 

To that end the Los Angeles ULT Lodge and the Newsletter 

editors will be contacting the donors and asking them what they would 

like to have done with the donations they made. Some options are to:  

• return the funds to the donor; 

• transfer the funds to the Theosophy Company (Los 

Angeles) to continue promoting HPB’s Theosophy; or 

• transfer the funds to the UK Lodge to support translating 

HPB’s texts into Arabic, Bulgarian, Portuguese and other 

languages, and publishing them in hard and soft formats. 

Most of the donors are known although some gave anonymously, 

but if you were one and are not contacted then please get in touch with 

the Los Angeles Lodge theosco@sbcglobal.net or the Editors of the 

Newsletter at info@theosophy-ult.org.uk before 31st September 2020.  

Also it is also proper to remember with gratitude Jerome 

Wheeler’s work in drawing the Theosophical community’s attention to 

this injustice and doing so much to correct the misleading information 

about the founder of the Theosophical Movement. We salute his memory! 

mailto:theosco@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@theosophy-ult.org.uk
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the centre pages 15-18 are designed to be pulled out 

The Lineage & Books of the 1875 Movement 
 

To obtain an approximately correct understanding of the occult system now 

known as Theosophy there is value in showing – as chart overleaf tries to – 

its right place among the world’s great philosophical and religious traditions. 

On the first page of the first Volume of Isis Unveiled there is mention of 

“an old Book.” This being H. P. Blavatsky’s first book our attention is drawn 

to this reference, as also to the later information given in the Secret Doctrine 

that it was the parent and source of many of the world’s sacred texts: 

There exists somewhere in this wide 

world an old Book—so very old that our 

modern antiquarians might ponder over its 

pages an indefinite time, and still not quite 

agree as to the nature of the fabric upon which 

it is written. It is the only original copy now 

in existence. The most ancient Hebrew 

document on occult learning — the Siphra 

Dzeniouta — was compiled from it, and that 

at a time when the former was already 

considered in the light of a literary relic.  

Isis Unveiled, Vol 1, p 1, 1877, by HPB 

In the Introductory to the Secret Doctrine, HPB’s second book, some 

remarkable information was given on the place of this book in man’s history: 

The “very old Book” is the original work from which the many 

volumes of Kiu-ti were compiled. Not only this latter and the Siphrah 

Dzeniouta but even the Sepher Jezirah, the work attributed by the Hebrew 

Kabalists to their Patriarch Abraham(!), the book of Shu-king, China’s 

primitive Bible, the sacred volumes of the Egyptian Thoth-Hermes, the 

Purânas in India, and the Chaldean Book of Numbers and the Pentateuch 

itself, are all derived from that one small parent volume.  

Tradition says, that it was taken down in Senzar, the secret sacerdotal 

tongue, from the words of the Divine Beings, who dictated it to the sons of 

Light, in Central Asia, at the very beginning of the 5th (our) race; for there 

was a time when its language (the Sen-zar) was known to the Initiates of 

every nation, when the forefathers of the Toltec understood it as easily as 

the inhabitants of the lost Atlantis, who inherited it, in their turn, from the 

sages of the 3rd Race, the Manushis, who learnt it direct from the Devas of 

the 2nd and 1st Races. 
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The Lineage & Books of the 1875 Movement 

But there exists another book. None 

of its possessors regard it as very  

ancient, as it was born with, and is only 

as old as the Black Age, namely, about 

5,000 years. In about nine years hence, 

the first cycle of the first five 

millenniums, that began with the great 

cycle of the Kali-Yuga, will end. And 

then the last prophecy contained in that 

book (the first volume of the prophetic 

record for the Black Age) will be 

accomplished. We have not long to wait, 

and many of us will witness the Dawn of 

the New Cycle, at the end of which not a few accounts will be settled and 

squared between the races. Volume II. of the Prophecies is nearly ready, 

having been in preparation since the time of Buddha’s grand successor, 

Sankarâchârya.  

The Secret Doctrine, Vol.1, pp. xliii-xliv, 1888 by H. P. Blavatsky. 

The attempt has been made in the chart overleaf to present information 

gleaned by students of the philosophy over many years of study of the most 

ancient of man’s literature according to reliable Theosophical sources. 

These sources, although often misunderstood and well-abused by its 

detractors (who are almost always less than well-informed bystanders out of 

sympathy with its metaphysics and purpose), is nevertheless acknowledged 

by many to be a complete, coherent and systematic explanation of the mysteries 

which science is still grappling with, such as these three problems: the origin 

of consciousness and life-force, the nature of time-space and not least 

quantum theory’s strange world of entanglement and non-local action. 

Generations of Theosophical writers have maintained that it is only by 

marrying our physical but very partial sciences with the pure, ethical 

philosophy of the ancients (whose roots are shown on this chart) that man 

can navigate himself out of the mess of otherwise intractable problems and 

failures which have plagued humanity in the 19th, 20th and now 21st centuries.  

The aim of the Theosophical Movement has always been to offer a hand 

to free man from his modern amnesia about the true purpose of life thus help 

him to create happier, rational and more sustainable modes of living.  

The Ancient Wisdom is there for our use… “take from it what you may!” 

~      *      ~   
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The Biography of Robert Crosbie (part 2 of Chapter 4) 

The serialisation of a new biography 

on the founder of the United Lodge of 

Theosophists, translated from the Dutch 

with the kind assistance of Associates in 

the Netherlands, the USA and UK. The 

next chapter is... 

Robert Crosbie in the 

Theosophical Society under 

William Q Judge: 1887-1896 
 

~   ~   ~ 

Judge starts “Path” 1886 – “The 

Theosophical Forum” & Patanjali’s 

Aphorisms 1889 – difficulties assail 

weak members – earlier trials, the flawed SPR investigation of 1884 – HPB 

leaves India for Germany 1885 – arrives in Ostend 1886, leaves for London 

1887 – further trials, Coues-Collins attack May 1889 – HPB completes “The 

Secret Doctrine,” then “The Key” and “The Voice” – Collins leaves 

“Lucifer” – Judge thwarts Coues’ plans. 

~   ~   ~ 

In April 1886 Judge launched his “The Path” magazine, however as there were 

only a few skilled writers at that time he had to supply many articles himself. So he 

began using pseudonyms, such as An American Mystic, Eusebio Urban, Rodriguez 

Undiano, William Brehon (“Brehon” is Irish for “Judge”), Murdhna Joti,2 

Ramatirtha, etc. In the correspondence between Judge and E. T. Hargrove it is 

shown that Judge was pleased to play with names and their transformations and 

abbreviations, and this set an example of impersonality. 

In 1889 he started a second journal, “The Theosophical Forum,” intended to 

record questions and answers – and in the same year he published his translation of 

“The Yoga Aphorisms of Patanjali,” all these creating an abundance of study material.  

 

2  It has recently been found that “Murdhna Joti” was a pseudonym for Bowaji, also known 

as S. Krishnamachāri, author of the article “Living the Higher Life.” Eds, 2019. 
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However this great Theosophical Renaissance of 1886-1888 also brought more 

than just ever-larger activities; it is an occult rule that all innovations are 

accompanied by their shadow. The opponents of the Movement had already begun 

to stir and there were found, here and there, personal ambitions of certain members 

who became willing channels through which they could sow a confusion and 

obstruction that would undermine the noble cause of Theosophy, of man’s freedom 

from materialism. 

Such reactions from the destructive forces of the “left-hand” path seem to almost 

automatically arise when new and untested Theosophists attempt to do serious work 

or to undertake something principled that goes beyond what the “personality” or 

“life in the world” is normally prepared for. Very often it seems as if they are 

immediately tested and during these trials many are weakened by temptation, fail 

and drop out of the Movement or even become its enemies. From the many warnings 

they gave about it, this possibility was foreseen clearly by Madame Blavatsky and 

the Masters of Wisdom behind the Movement. 

HPB had made many profound statements about Judge in which she emphasised 

that he was the only accredited and fully trusted representative in the United States 

of America. She wrote a private letter to him in 1888 saying: 

“Night before last I was shown a bird’s-eye view of the Theosophical Societies3. 

I saw a few earnest reliable Theosophists in a death struggle with the world in general, 

with other – nominal but ambitious – Theosophists. The former are greater in numbers 

than you may think, and they prevailed, as you in America will prevail, if you only 

remain staunch to the Master’s programme and true to yourselves.” 

The far-sighted and galvanizing nature of this prediction often earns it a place in 

ULT publications. 

One of the earlier difficulties for the T.S. came in India as a result of an attack 

upon the integrity of Madame Blavatsky by former co-workers who had been bribed 

by missionaries in 1884. This was then poorly investigated by the British ‘Society 

for Psychical Research’ through an inexperienced and young representative, 

Richard Hodgson, who was sent to India on a fact finding expedition. His approach 

was a poorly thought-out attempt to test the character and the reality of HPB’s 

psychic phenomena and the authenticity of the letters from the Mahatmas that were 

transmitted and communicated through her.    

Partly due to a weak defence by the T.S. Madame Blavatsky decided to leave 

India indefinitely. She departed on 30 March 1885 and stayed first in Naples, then 

 

3  This is very prophetic as there only existed one TS at that time. Quoted in the article 

“Yours till Death and After, H.P.B.” in Lucifer, June, 1891 by W. Q. Judge. 

Biography of Robert Crosbie, Chapter 4 Part 2 



          21 

Theosophical Notes ULT Newsletter  No. 10   17th February 2020 

moving to the southern German town of Würzburg, northern Bavaria, where she 

started “The Secret Doctrine.” Afterwards she moved to Ostend, in West Flanders 

in Belgium, in May 1886, but became so ill that her English friends took her to 

London in the Spring of 1887 where she was to spend the rest of her life. 

The whole history of this scandalous conspiracy is described in Chapters VII and 

VIII of “The Theosophical Movement 1875-1950” and we will not go further into it 

because Robert Crosbie’s connection with the T.S. begins after this period.  

Madame Blavatsky’s residence in London and her acquaintance with Miss 

Mabel Collins, however, are the link with the second major drama – which Crosbie 

and his friend Judge must have witnessed – the accusations against HPB by Prof. 

Elliott Coues and Mabel Collins in May 1889. They made the case that Judge was a 

mere instrument and witless tool of the “impostor” HPB. Because Crosbie was a 

witness and a friend of Judge, it is likely he was involved in Judge’s defence even 

if only in mind. However in the third drama, the attack by Mrs. Besant and Col. 

Olcott on Judge in 1895, he played an active role. 

It is not easy to summarize the Coues-Collins issue. Prof. Coues was a well-

known and competent American ornithologist, his interest also extending to many 

other topics including psychic phenomena. He had been a member of the Society 

for Psychical Research4 since the early 1880s, later meeting Col. Olcott in London 

and joining the T.S. in 1884. 

Col. Olcott, impressed by Coues’ obvious knowledge and expertise as a speaker 

and writer, appointed him a member of the American Board of Control, of which 

Coues later became its Chairman. Coues then formed the Gnostic Branch of the 

Theosophical Society in Washington D.C., mainly to act as a mouthpiece for him, 

its founder and Chairman. 

When Madame Blavatsky arrived in England in May 1887 she lived with Miss 

Collins for a few months in Maycot cottage in Norwood, South London. Collins was 

a gifted writer and psychic, who had published “Light on the Path” in 1885, a work 

that showed high spiritual inspiration. Wherever Madame Blavatsky settled a great 

centre of Theosophical activity immediately arose and Maycot was soon too small. 

So HPB moved to 17 Lansdowne Road, Holland Park, in the Notting Hill Gate area 

of Central London, where a larger headquarters was established. 

In London she would complete “The Secret Doctrine” in 1888 and, in 1889, 

publish “The Key to Theosophy” and “The Voice of Silence.” She also began the 

“Theosophical Glossary” – of which she was only able to proofread the first 32 

 

4  The Society for Psychical Research could have received help from the Mahatmas after an 

offer was made to them by HPB but they refused it. 

Biography of Robert Crosbie, Chapter 4 Part 2 
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pages – which was published a year after her death by G. R. S. Mead. On 15 

September 1887, the first issue of her famous monthly magazine came out, bearing 

the spectacular and challenging name of “Lucifer”! Mme Blavatsky was the editor 

and was assisted in her work by Mabel Collins.  

In 1884, shortly before her meeting with HPB, Collins had published “The Idyll 

of the White Lotus,” a work that according to Bertram Keightley in “The 

Theosophist”5 of March 1885 had already been started eight years earlier and was 

inspired by an Adept. In addition to “Light on the Path” Mabel Collins wrote several 

other books including “Through the Gates of Gold,” a work from 1886 which was 

initially published in Boston in 1887. Everything went apparently well until in 

February 1889, the name of Mabel Collins suddenly disappeared from “Lucifer” 

without any explanation from one side or the other. What had happened? 

Here we have to return to Chapter XI of “The Theosophical Movement 1875-

1950” in which the problem is thoroughly discussed and it is shown that HPB was 

innocent and that not she, but Coues and Collins who were the deceivers and the 

liars. This book, our history, is based on the previously mentioned historical articles 

from “Theosophy” when Crosbie was editor-in-chief and when the earliest 

Associates of the ULT were practically newcomers. While Crosbie made a lot of 

material available to the magazine, we assume that he had carefully collected such 

documents and evidence that could shed light on these issues, since these articles 

were written and published under his guidance. 

Sources show that Prof. Coues harboured the ambition to become head of the 

T.S. in America. So at the request of Judge late in 1886, Olcott ordered that the 

American Lodges or Branches of the T.S. would be grouped into one national 

section, the American Section of the Theosophical Society. The Board of Control, 

which was under the authoritarian and arbitrary leadership of Prof. Coues, was thus 

planned to be subsumed into this new General Council. Judge had thus thwarted 

Coues’ plans and the first U.S. Convention of the American Section was held in 

New York in April 1887. 

 

 

Chapter 4 to be continued  

 

5  “The Theosophist” Vol. VI, No. 6, p. 6. 

Biography of Robert Crosbie, Chapter 4 Part 2 
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“The Power of Passion” by Bhavani Shankar (no. 2) 
 

A series of articles by Bhavani Shankar 

which appeared between 1930-1934 signed 

“B.M.” for Bhavanishankar Mullapoorcar. 

He was a prominent disciple of Master KH 

who spoke of him in glowing terms. 

Sri Shankar is well know for his “The 

Doctrine of The Bhagavad Gita”, but these articles 

were published in “The Aryan Path”6 magazine, a 

socio-cultural journal with a Theosophical basis 

started and edited by B. P. Wadia.  

This is the second in the series. It is a most 

valuable commentary on Passion, a defining 

characteristisc of our age which would be well 

if it were much better understood and lessened. 
 

 

The Power of Passion 
 

"As the flame is surrounded by smoke, and a 

mirror by rust, and as the womb envelopes the 

foetus, so is the universe surrounded by passion." 

Bhagavad-Gita, III. 38 
 

The mighty magic of prakriti or nature expresses itself in and 

by the law of contrast. Light and Darkness are the world's eternal 

ways. In us mortals also that duality works, and as a result we have 

two natures, the higher god-like and the lower demoniacal.  

Those of us who are courageous enough to face our own minds know that 

every time in such a process we are made aware of the existence of our asuric 

 

6 The word Aryan being used in its original and ancient meaning of “Noble.” 

 

Bhavani Shankar 1859-1936 

from The Ayran Path, 

February 1930. 

Errata 
 

Newsletter No. 9 

listed “The Great 

Hunger” by Sri 

Sankar wrongly as 

from the “TM”; it 

should have been              

The Ayran Path, 

January 1930. 
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or devilish disposition; the more vigorous the examination, the more appalling 

the vision of ourselves as embodied devils. This begets despondency.  

We muster courage and gird up our loins to fight, taking a solemn 

resolve not to err in the sphere of passion, not to lapse into anger, not to slide 

down into avarice. Then real troubles begin and we say with St. Paul:  

"What I would, that do I not, but what I hate, that do I." (Romans, VII, 15).  

This is the state of Arjuna, the strong armed striver after perfection, when 

he asks of his Guru Krishna: "By what, O Varshnaya, is man propelled to 

commit offences, seemingly against his will and as if constrained by some 

secret force?" This secret force, he is told by his Master, is Kama-Passion – 

the enemy of man on earth, the first of the three gates to Hell. 

Our knowledge and discrimination are most of the time vitiated by this 

passion. On the other hand it is the energizer of our senses and organs of 

bodily action. Its subtle influence reaches far and deep, and clouds and 

deludes the Lord in the body. All these considerations make men wellnigh 

hopeless and they often give up the good fight. Who can blame them for 

wanting to retreat from this Kurukshetra, the field of Holy War? It is easier 

to kill the tiger in the jungle, or overthrow the tyrant of the state, than to 

defeat this subtle enemy of the God within our hearts. 

But Krishna says that knowing the nature of our Higher Self, the Lord 

Ishvara, in the heart of each of us, and invoking His aid, and strengthening the 

lower self by the Higher Self, this foe may be slain. This is the final summation 

of His discourse on Karma Yoga, the right performance of action. In a single 

verse the profound answer is given. Its understanding requires meditation, while 

its application and practice is a question of sustained effort for years.  

According to our Shastras, Kamadeva is the son of Dharma and 

Shraddha-Duty is his father and Faith his mother; and yet he is the tormentor 

of the Atman in us! Such is his magic and its maya. 

Will is born of Kamadeva, it is said. The old Hermetists asserted 

"Behind will stands desire"; and the Rig Veda Hymn refers to the primal 

arising of Desire in the unknown First Cause. Translating these metaphysical 

ideas into terms of the human plane we may say that all our thoughts and 

feelings, all our resolves and actions proceed from the principle of Passion-

Kama in us: some are of the nature of lust and low passion, others of love 

and compassion. Lust and love, passion and compassion, all stream forth from 

but one source. In our delusion we seek for different sources and trace the one 

“The Power of Passion” by Bhavani Shankar 
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to a God, the other to a devil, both outside of us. The source is single, the 

human heart: one stream goes upwards and compassion, knowledge and 

thoughtful action result; the other downwards to manufacture lust, gluttony 

and avarice. Our past thoughts and feelings and will-resolves produce in us 

the manifestation of Ahura-Mazda as also of Ahriman: Suras and Asuras are 

both produced in us and by us.  

There are two kinds of desires in us, the higher and the lower. Who is not 

familiar with the lower? Not many know the nature and working of the higher.  

The passion-principle of Kama is the central one in the human 

constitution. The Higher Self with its discriminating and thinking faculties is 

the spiritual triad in man; the personal man with his body and the energy or 

vitality – prana – is the second triad. Between these two is Kama; there is 

desire in and of the higher, as there is desire in and of the lower triad. The 

senses and sense-organs are the instruments of the lower desires; the 

discerning intuition and the thinking mind are the instruments of the higher.  

When an individual has more of the lower desires than the higher, and 

when he gives way to them, he is seen as an evil man; when the higher 

desires show themselves we have a good and noble person. In most people 

there is the mixture of good and evil, and it is so persistent that it is taken as 

natural and therefore unalterable. This is due to lack of knowledge about 

ourselves, about the seat of both kinds of desires in us, and about how these 

desires go round unceasingly until the laws of our and their beings are in 

some measure understood. It is said that the higher passions are three:  

(1) Desire for the Wisdom about the Divine Self in each;  

(2) Desire for the company of Holy Men, that is, those who are the 

possessors of such Wisdom; and  

(3) Desire to apply the Teachings of that Wisdom to ourselves in daily living.  

The starting point in reforming ourselves lies in arousing one or more 

of these higher passions. We need not wait for them to come to birth 

naturally; we must strive to awaken them.  

Without knowledge no warfare can be carried on successfully; this 

greatest of all wars, the one in which we want to fight and demolish our 

moral and mental pravity requires precise knowledge. The Gita gives that 

knowledge, and so its study is necessary. 

~   End   ~ 

“The Power of Passion” by Bhavani Shankar 
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Are Global Peace Meditations a Beautiful Folly? 

There have been enquiries about Global Peace Meditations 

which were popularised during the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Mass meditation events, facilitated by the internet, have been taking 

place for the past decade and longer, in which thousands of people are 

guided, sometimes online, sometimes alone, in a meditation to bring the 

World to Peace, Healing and Love etc. These are synchronous events 

planned to occur simultaneously around the world at a chosen time. 

Could such Meditation Events work? 

It is a variation of the practice of coherent meditation that has been 

claimed by the Transcendental Meditation (TM) movement to affect the 

atmosphere of a locality if thousands of people are engaged in promulgating 

the right ideas about how to live responsibly and well. 

Scientific studies have been carried out by practitioners of TM which 

aim to show the effectiveness of the power of projected thought in reducing 

crime and antisocial behaviour. However these have attracted criticism – 

justifiably or not – and this thesis has yet to be accepted by the consensus. 

In Theosophical terms any effort to live rightly can affect the quality of 

the astral light locally since the astral is a great receptor of peoples’ thought, 

imaginings and intent, and there is no good reason why it may not be a valid 

claim if it is carried out along the right lines of altruism, dispassion and 

freedom from attachment to results, especially commercial interest or gain. 

… why some won’t work 

Although the motive behind Global Peace Meditations may be well-

intentioned, let us examine the claims made. Most often you may be told the 

meditation will open up “ascension portals” to “fifth dimensional worlds” 

and lead humanity to higher “planetary ascensions.” These rather grandiose 

New Age claims may appeal to some because they sound like they have an 

echo of truth in them, but all too often they are so distorted they bear no 

relation to the Theosophical concept of personal or planetary evolution. 
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In many sessions meditators are sometimes asked to visualise various 

colours but no genuine occult details are given explaining why those colours 

have been chosen. For example H. P. Blavatsky says in The Glossary red is 

“the colour of the fourth Principle in man – Kâma, the seat of desires,” so it 

is far from being a spiritual colour, yet it is often given to contemplate on! 

Theosophy teaches that humanity attains to higher evolution by its own 

self-devised efforts and means, and it emphasises that even the Masters 

cannot transform worldly or human conditions just through the power of 

projected thought alone. So how can uninitiated students expect to do this? 

Although such practices may make the individual meditator feel better 

they are sadly unlikely to affect the mass of people. 

Galactic Beings of Light 

Other meditations aim to invoke “galactic beings of light” but do so 

without any idea of the purpose or nature of what these beings may actually 

be. We are warned about unadvised experimentation, for instance one of the 

popular New Age aims is to try to come under the influence of the Pleiades, 

about which Robert Crosbie gives this: 

The Saptarishis are not very well explained anywhere, though there 

are certain things said about them that might give an idea, such as: “they 

are intimately connected with the present age—the Dark Kali Yuga… they 

mark the time and the periods of Kali-Yuga, the age of sin and sorrow… 

they are as mysterious as their supposed seven wives, the Pleiades, of whom 

only one—the hidden one—has proved virtuous.” Speaking of the 

constellation of the Great Bear, H.P.B. makes the remark that these Rishis 

are the informing souls of the stars mentioned, and that they lie across the 

loins of the constellation (her underlining) and that they are the Seven 

elemental powers—the Rupa Devas. There is a hint, too, that they are 

connected with generation.  

The Saptarishis thus appear to be largely elemental forces connected to 

the Pleiades. Crosbie says they are linked to the Kali Yuga and its low 

influences are what the Star Rishis respond to in particular: 

It would seem that all the sex vagaries that come up in various 

directions, and (that) the many visions and “communications” of “Masters” 

spoken of – by persons so thinking – are of that nature.  

You know it is said that very little information was given out about 

the elementals for the reason that the mind, by directing the consciousness, 

Are Global Peace Meditations a Beautiful Folly? 
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can segregate the various planes and arouse the elementals to action in 

relation to the Thinker. Sex ideas strongly held and attempted to be 

“spiritualized” as the saying is—might easily, I can conceive, attract beings 

of that nature which would assume the coloring of one thinking in that 

relation, adding to the main point of attraction—generation—anything that 

would serve to keep the close contact. Being elemental they respond to their 

own peculiar stimuli, without any sense of responsibility—not knowing 

man’s nature. The safe road is the one pointed out by the Messengers: you 

remember H.P.B. said, “Beware of the path of the Star Rishis.” 

So these starry influences coming from the Saptarishis are something 

that are warned about in Theosophical psychology, while the question of the 

Pleiades is more complex since the Secret Doctrine gives their positive and 

negative aspects, the two eternal poles, as both spiritual and elemental. 

The “Ascended Masters” and the “Theosophical Mahatmas” 

“Ascended Masters” are popularly spoken of the New Age circles but 

only rarely refer the Theosophical Mahatmas. They were invented by Guy 

Ballard in 1930s, whom it is now accepted was something of a fraud and 

con-man as the book “Psychic Dictatorship in America” describes and this 

site run by ex-“I AM” students. Both give factual information on the origin 

of the “Ascended Masters” idea and the sad history that accompanied it. 

The Theosophical Mahatmas are real living adepts who having passed 

through the severest disciplines of the trans-Himalayan Arhat School and 

achieved a sort of sainthood, ‘donning the Nirmanakaya robe’ in the expression 

of their mysticism. They are committed to work for all humanity, all races, 

creeds, sexes, conditions and organisations, which is the true catholicism. 

For further articles on the Theosophical Masters containing what H. P. 

Blavatsky and Willian Judge wrote about them, see the heading called “The 

Masters” at https://blavatskytheosophy.com/articles. 

Are Global Peace Meditations a Beautiful Folly? 

 

The Editors welcome enquiries regarding claims made on 

philosophical, spiritual and psychic subjects. In discussing them here we 

gain valuable knowledge and also are able to exercise our discernment. 

It is an aim of the Newsletter to develop the research skills that will 

help us understand the beautiful and harmonious science behind Nature’s 

mysteries and what makes a good life and a good death, everybody’s right. 

http://cista.net/tomes/Wilhelm%20Reich%20Psychology%20Orgone%20ebooks%20collection/PDF/orgone/Psychic%20Dictatorship%20in%20America%20by%20Gerald%20B%20Bryan.pdf
http://www.tyob.info/public/archived_sites/users.on.net/~thefirstbruce/Ballards/index.html
https://blavatskytheosophy.com/articles/
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Correspondence: “To Recognise When Helped” 
 

A letter on the constant assistance that students may be given 
 

Last week the UK Lodge held a seminar based on Letters from two 

Masters of Wisdom. (Saturday 21st March 2020) The letter from “The Great 

Master” should be a constant companion by our side in our study of all 

H.P.B.’s and Judge’s writings.  It should be by our side when we observe the 

events around us and when we read history, philosophy and poetry. 

We will begin to see the hand of the Adepts everywhere as we draw 

from and derive our forms from the great Brotherhood of Adepts, of Men 

and of Nature, one is a part of the other by similitude if not in degree. 

In a lowly market place do we not see that all is prepared by beings of 

every grade, mineral, vegetable, animal and human.  All have parts to play 

in the bags of bird seed I buy. On taking them home and filling the bird 

feeder, I see again beings of every kind. The birds benefit from the effort of 

countless beings, I just gather it. 

This pandemic while hard for us as persons, may yet be of great benefit 

to the inner life of man. It is a great sifting, an opportunity to self-examine 

and search out who we really are.  We can see our failures in the light of 

“The Great Master’s Letter”: 

“The intellectual portion of mankind seems to be fast dividing 

into two classes; the one unconsciously preparing for itself long 

periods of temporary annihilation or states of non-consciousness, 

owing to the deliberate surrender of intellect and its imprisonment in 

the narrow groves of bigotry and superstition  - a process which 

cannot fail to lead to utter deformation of the intellectual principle… 

the other unrestrainedly indulging its anima propensities with the 

deliberate intention of submitting to annihilation pure and simple… 

“Those intellectual classes reacting upon the ignorant masses – 

which they attract… degrade and morally ruin those they ought to 

protect and guide.” 

So we see the present situation we are in we created through 

thoughtless, selfish action.   

As fortune’s favoured soldiers, we are favoured because we know better 

and soldiers because we still have to fight the lower nature made up of past 

propensities, of ours and the race. 

http://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles/the-great-masters-letter/
http://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles/the-great-masters-letter/


          30 

Theosophical Notes ULT Newsletter  No. 10   17th February 2020 

And thus it is important we maintain our inner and outer balance and 

prepare the lifetimes ahead to serve our fellow man, especially now as we 

all work our way back from the brink of annihilation. Remember, we are not 

in this position and having Theosophy for our own benefit, but for all beings. 

As HPB indicates in The Key to Theosophy, we are to see this great effort of 

Theosophy in all its forms and to work inwardly and outwardly with 

harmony with all efforts, large and small to ameliorate the suffering of 

humanity. 

So as the Masters work with karma, we can ‘people our currents’ with 

thoughts of universal charity and do kind, beneficial acts every day; above 

all to discipline the mind and let it not get carried into the eddies we feel 

around us. And to prevent the mind from getting caught, it must be freed 

from desire and be ready to serve by not judging others. Judging is the most 

wasteful energy and closes the mind to ideas that can help. 

The journey is long and we must hang on grimly as William Judge said. 

We must be joyful for the sake of others and like Judge, the Friendly 

Warrior-Philosopher, work, work, work… for help is always there.  
 

from a Canadian student 

 

[The mental integrity spoken of here with such warmth 

is of the Path of Unity and Simplicity that is promoted 

and greatly valued on page 4.  Eds.]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside flowers in the Carpathian Mountains, Ukraine by Mykhailo Remeniuk, CC BY-SA 4  

Correspondence: “To Recognise When Helped” 
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Theosophical Texts in English and other languages 
 

Several new and updated English, Arabic, Spanish and Portuguese texts have 

been given to the Editors, these below have been added to the library since the 

last newsletter. We pass on our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the kind 

hearted volunteers who gave their time to 

make them freely available, good work. 

In English 

These new PDF books are now available in 

the online library: 

• The Book of Images by Dhan Gargya 
(John Garrigues; new scan & OCR) 

• The Dream of Ravan thought to be by a 

Master of Wisdom (new scan & OCR) 

• The Theosophical Glossary by HPB 
(courtesy Phoenix, edited) 

• Karma and Reincarnation by HPB           
(new scan & OCR) 

• The Dhyaneshvari by Dnyaneshwar the 

13th cent. poet. HPB called it a “superb 

mystic treatise.” (It includes the reference to the yogi who can “see beyond the seas, hear 

the sounds of heaven, and comprehend the desire of an ant.” Courtesy of Bharatiya Vidya B.) 
 

In Arabic  

These new pamphlets and articles have been translated, available here. 
(www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles-books-in-arabic) 
 

Book  Answers to Qs on the Ocean   Robert Crosbie  

Pamphlet Psychical Phenomena    Mumbai HPB Series #9  

Pamphlet The Mind In Nature In Man    Mumbai HPB Series #14 

Pamphlet The Psychology of Reincarnation   Mumbai HPB Series #22  

Pamphlet Theosophical Psychology   Mumbai HPB Series #31  

Pamphlet Transcendental Theosophy   Mumbai HPB Series #36  

Pamphlet Importance of Spiritual Ideas   H. P. Blavatsky 

Pamphlet Glossary (from the Key)    from the French edition 

Pamphlet Modern Spirituality (on New Age)   from TM book 1875-1950 

Frontispiece from The Book of Images 

https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/books/
https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles-books-in-arabic/
http://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/articles-books-in-arabic
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“My Quarantine 

is a Time for 

Contemplation” 
 

A Jewish view: I see 

the crisis quarantine 

as a giant Sabbath, a 

day you usually do 

no work on, using 

the time for prayer 

and contemplation. 

An Indian view: Life 

is about but how you 

react to it, not what 

happens. In Yoga 

(union with the 

Divinity) one finds a 

sense of balance so 

that one can manage 

life’s ups & downs. 
 

BBC World Service radio 
Saturday 9th May 2020. 

With thanks to a UK 

student for supplying it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
Photo by kind courtesy of 

Rainbowasi from Lima, Peru.   

Copyright under CC BY-SA 2.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w

/index.php?curid=60432173 
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Aqueducts, No. 5: 

Near Cusco, Peru. 
Built by the Incas to 

supply fresh and pure 

running water. 
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