
1 
 

The Quest for 

the Holy Grail 

and  

the Knights of 

the Round Table 
According to the legend, King Arthur had a 

round table so that none of his barons, when 

seated at it, could claim precedence over the 

others. The literary importance of the Round 

Table, especially in romances of the 13th 

century and afterward, lies in the fact that 

it served to provide the knights of Arthur’s court with a name and a 

collective personality. The fellowship of the Round Table, in fact, became 

comparable to, and in many respects the prototype of, the many great orders 

of chivalry that were founded in Europe during the later Middle Ages.  

In Robert de Borron’s poem 

Joseph d’Arimathie (c. 1200), 

the Grail, which had been 

sought by the hero Perceval, 

was identified as the vessel 

used by Christ at the Last 

Supper. Joseph was commanded 

to make a table in 

commemoration of the Last 

Supper and to leave one place 

vacant, symbolizing the seat of 

Judas, who had betrayed Christ. 

This empty place, called the 

Siege Perilous, could not be 

occupied without peril except 

by the destined Grail hero. The 

table came into the possession 

of King Leodegran of Carmelide 

from the High Kings of Ireland, 

Once and Future King  
of Britain: 

King Arthur 
 

https://kingarthursknights.com/knights-of-the-round-table/king-arthur/


2 
 

who gave it in turn to Arthur as part of the dowry of his daughter Guinevere 

when she married Arthur. Admission to the fellowship of the Round Table was 

reserved for only the most valiant, while the Siege Perilous was left waiting 

for the coming of Galahad, the pure knight who achieved the quest of the 

Grail and who brought the marvels of Arthur’s kingdom to a close.  

In the city of Winchester, there is a great hall—all that remains of a castle 

begun by William the Conqueror and finished in 1235—where the so-called 

King Arthur’s Round Table can be seen fixed to a wall. Measuring 18 feet (5.5 

metres) in diameter, it dates from the late 13th or early 14th century, and it 

was repainted in green and white, the Tudor colours, during the reign of 

Henry VIII.  

Sir Galahad 

Sir Galahad was the son of Sir Lancelot and Elaine. His 

name may be of Welsh origin or come from the place 

name of Gilead in Palestine. Born out of wedlock, he 

was placed in a nunnery as a child being that the 

abbess there was his great aunt. 

On one occasion a “sword in a stone” was seen in a river 

by King Arthur’s knights and legend 

stated that only the world’s best 

knight could pull out the sword. Galahad 

was led into King Arthur’s court where he sat in the 

Siege Perilous (the vacant seat at the Round Table 

reserved for the Knight who would one day be 

successful at recovering the Holy Grail). Following his 

seat at the Round Table, Galahad then drew the sword 

from the stone. Years later while at Arthur’s Court, the 

Holy Grail appeared in a vision to Galahad and showed 

him that he was one of the three knights chosen to 

undertake the Quest for the Holy Grail. He was given a 

white shield, made by Evelake with a red cross which 

Joseph of Arimathea had drawn in blood. During his 

Quest, he joined up with Sir Percivale, Sir Bors de 

Ganis, and Percivale’s sister. Once on-board Solomon’s ship, Sir Galahad 

obtained the Sword of David, and after the death of Percivale’s sister the trio 

split up for a while and Galahad travelled with his father, Sir Lancelot. 

Sir Galahad of Legend 

All of the Knights of the Round Table embarked on the Grail quest at first, 

but only three of the knights persevered together… When Galahad, Bors de 

Ganis and Percivale rejoined forces they travelled to Carbonek and discovered 

the Grail together. Sir Galahad mended the broken sword, and therefore, he 

was allowed to see the Grail. After seeing the Holy Grail, Galahad requested 

of Joseph of Arimathea that he die, which request was granted unto him. 

How Galahad drew out the 

sword from the floating 

stone at Camelot. 
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Galahad was always known as the “Perfect Knight” – perfect in courage, 

gentleness, courtesy, and chivalry. 

 

Eventually, Bors left Galahad and Percivale to take Percivale’s sister’s body 

back to England, and so Galahad and Percivale travelled alone together. 

According to legend, after bidding farewell to Percivale, Galahad ascends to 

heaven with the angels, and thus never truly dies. Well before Galahad’s 

birth, Merlin had prophesied of Galahad, telling Uther Pendragon that one 

would come who would “fill the table of Joseph”, but he had not yet been born. 

 

Sir Lancelot 

Sir Lancelot du Lac was the son of King Ban of Benwick 

and Queen Elaine. Lancelot was the First Knight of the 

Round Table, and he never failed in gentleness, 

courtesy, or courage. In addition to his courage and 

prowess on the battlefield, Lancelot was also a knight 

who was consistently serving others, thus giving him a 

good name and favour among most circles. 

          

                 It has been said that Lancelot was the greatest fighter and 

swordsman of all the Knights of the Round Table, and yet he was also 

extremely intelligent and known for his charm and humour. Legend tells us 

that as a child, Lancelot was left by the shore of The Lake, where he was 

found by Vivien, the Lady of the Lake. Caring for him as her own, Vivien 

fostered and raised Lancelot, raising one of history’s greatest knights. 

 

Sir Lancelot of Legend 

Legend tells us that Lancelot was the father 

of Galahad by Elaine. It was another Elaine, 

Elaine of Astolat, who died of a broken heart 

because Launcelot did not return her love 

and affection, once again winning over the 

ladies of the court with 

his wisdom and charm. 

Lancelot was Arthur’s 

greatest knight and 

companion, the Lord of 

Joyous Gard (Bamburgh 

Castle) and the greatest 

swordsman and jouster 

of the age. 

Sir Lancelot slaying a 

fire breathing dragon in 

Arthur Rackham’s 

illustration for Tales of 

King Arthur and the 

Knights of the Round 

Table (1917) 
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Many sources refer to the common affection between Lancelot and Queen 

Guinevere, and there may be some truth to even more than a common 

affection since Lancelot was a favourite of the Queen’s. He rescued her from 

being burned at the stake on two different occasions, and it was at one of 

these rescues that Lancelot mistakenly killed Sir Gareth, which led to the 

disbandment of the Round Table. After the Queen repented to an abbey as a 

nun, Lancelot lived the rest of his life as a hermit in penitence. 

 

   

Sir Gawain 

Sir Gawain was generally said to be the nephew of 

King Arthur. Gawain’s parents were said to be King 

Lot of Orkney and Morgause. Upon the death of 

King Lot, Gawain became the head of the Orkney 

clan, which included his brothers Agravain, Gaheris, 

and Gareth, and his half-brother Mordred. 

Though Lancelot is often referred to as the greatest 

knight, Gawain is also referred to as the greatest 

knight of the Round Table on occasion and is most 

recognized from Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. It seemed 

to be common knowledge that Sir Gawain was also the most trusted friend 

of Sir Lancelot and in some legends, he seems to be the rightful heir to the 

throne of Camelot once King Arthur passes. 

Sir Gawain of Legend 

Sir Gawain figures prominently in many romances and adventure tales. In the 

French traditions he is generally presented as one who has adventures 

paralleling but not overshadowing the hero’s, whether that hero be Lancelot 

or Percivale. So, more so a supporting actor of the story. 

In the English tradition, however, it is much 

more common for Gawain to be the 

principal hero and the exemplar of courtesy 

and chivalry, as he is in Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight and the other Arthurian 

romances. 

 

The accidental death of 

Gawain’s brother, Sir Gareth at 

Sir Lancelot’s hands caused 

Gawain, one of the mightiest 

warriors at court, to become 

the bitter enemy of his once 

greatest friend. Legend says 

that Gawain was mortally 

wounded in a fight with 

 

Sir Gawain 

from the 1903 

edition of The 

Story of King 

Arthur and His 

Knights 
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Lancelot who then lay for two nights weeping at Gawain’s tomb. Before his 

death, Gawain repented of his bitterness towards Lancelot and forgave him. 

 

Sir Tristan 

Sir Tristan, or Tristram in Old English, was a 

contemporary of King Arthur and a Knight of the 

Round Table. He was the nephew and champion of 

King Mark of Cornwall and the son of Meliodas, 

King of Lyoness. Tristan’s mother died when he was 

born, and as a young man he went to live with his 

uncle, Mark in Cornwall, becoming his uncle’s 

champion. 

 

           Sir Tristan became the champion of his uncle upon 

defeating and killing Marhaus of Ireland in a duel. That defeat 

led to a truce with King Anguish of Ireland who arranged for his daughter, 

Iseult to be married to King Mark. Sir Tristan who was sent to Ireland to 

fetch the would-be Queen, but while in the process of bringing her back to 

Cornwall, Tristan and Iseult fell hopelessly in love with one another. Upon 

realizing there was no hope for them to stay together and live a normal life, 

they fled from King Mark and lived the rest of their days on the run. 

Sir Tristan of Legend 

Sir Tristan and Iseult spent years on the run, hiding in 

the hills, in monasteries and wherever they could 

stay hidden. Ultimately though, legend says that 

while Tristan was playing his harp for Iseult, King 

Mark snuck in behind him and killed him with a 

dagger or a lance in the back. 

 

The Fowey Stone in Cornwall is thought to bear an 

inscription about a Tristan, son of Cunomorus, to 

whom the tale may have been transferred. According 

to the Italian version of the story, Tristan and Iseult 

had two children, bearing their names, while the 

French version of the legend gives them one son, 

Ysaie, and a grandson, Marc. 

 

The Tristan Stone in Cornwall is another monument 

to Sir Tristan, which has stood for hundreds of years. Sir Tristan made his 

first recorded appearance in the 12th century in British mythology circulating 

in the north of France and the Kingdom of Brittany. 

 

Tristán e Iseo (La vida) 
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Sir Percival 

Sir Percival was raised by his mother in ignorance 

of arms and courtesy. Yet because of his 

upbringing, Percival was one of the most gracious 

and innocent of the Knights of the Round Table. 

Percival’s natural prowess ultimately led him to 

King Arthur’s court where he immediately set off in 

pursuit of a knight who had offended Queen 

Guinevere. 

 

          Sir Percival of Legend 

Saint Graal talks about Percival as having a noble birth, but in many other 

stories, Percival comes from very humble beginnings. Sir Percival’s sister, 

Dindrane is talked about in many of the legends and is associated with the 

Holy Grail. In some stories she is the bearer of the Holy Grail.  

 

In many of the medieval versions of the story, Sir Percival (or Parsifal) is very 

simple and almost foolish, but even in these 

versions of the story, he is pure enough of 

heart to ultimately become the keeper of the 

Grail. 

 

Chrétien de Troyes refers to Sir Percival as 

meeting the Fisher King and thus sees a 

“grail” – though it does not refer to this grail 

as the “Holy Grail”. But in his ignorance, he 

failed to ask the question of the Fisher King 

which would have healed him. Upon learning 

of his mistake with the Fisher King, Sir 

Percival vows to find the castle that houses 

the true Grail and then sets off on his Quest. 

But for the most part, the legend – at least 

Chrétien de Troyes’ version of it, ends here. 
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Percival in an illustration for Sidney Lanier’s The 

Boy’s King Arthur (1922) 
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