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KARMA: THE GREAT EVOLUTIONARY LAW

We have to assume either that this is a universe of law or a universe of chaos, chance, accident. In
fact, we know perfectly well that it is not a universe of chance, because everything we use and
understand we see to be under law; and where something befalls us, the cause of which we cannot
discern, we none the less assume a cause and try to find it. We cannot even imagine an effect
without a cause. The first thing that the student has to learn to perceive in everything and in every
circumstance is the reign of law. We recognize law in part, but not in full, as it should be recognized.
Mistaking our own nature, by the very power of that nature, we set in motion causes that produce
the results we now feel, and then call those results by such terms as “destiny,” “fate,” “chance,” or
the “will of God.”

The operation of law to most minds means a fate which befalls us wherein we are benefited or
afflicted, but over which we have no control, and in producing which we had no hand. Yet the
operation of law can be easily understood. It has been enunciated by all the great Teachers of the
past as meaning action and its consequent reaction. Let us remember that these are not two
separate and unrelated things—Cause and Effect, Action and Reaction, are the two aspects of one
and the same thing. In Sanskrit, both these aspects are included in the one word, Karma.

Robert Crosbie From the article "The Recognition of Law,” from his book The Friendly Philosopher. 2



CYCLIC EVOLUTION AND KARMA

IT is the Spiritual evolution of the inner, immortal man that forms the fundamental tenet in the
Occult Sciences. To realize even distantly such a process, the student has to believe (a) in the ONE
Universal Life, independent of matter (or what Science regards as matter); and (b) in the individual
intelligences that animate the various manifestations of this Principle. The ONE LIFE is closely
related to the one law which governs the World of Being—KARMA…

The Secret Doctrine, Volume 1, 635

To make the working of Karma, in the periodical renovations of the Universe, more evident and
intelligible to the student when he arrives at the origin and evolution of man, he has now to
examine with us the esoteric bearing of the Karmic Cycles upon Universal Ethics. The question is,
do those mysterious divisions of time, called Yugas and Kalpas by the Hindus, and so very
graphically—Kukloß—"cycle," ring or circle, by the Greeks, have any bearing upon, or any direct
connection with, human life? Even exoteric philosophy explains that these perpetual circles of time
are ever returning on themselves, periodically, and intelligently in Space and Eternity. There are
"Cycles of matter" and there are "Cycles of Spiritual evolution." Racial, national, and individual
cycles. May not esoteric speculation allow us a still deeper insight into the workings of these?

The Secret Doctrine, Volume 1, 637
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UNIVERSAL UNITY & SACRIFICE: THE LAW OF LIFE

But verily there is not an accident in our lives, not a misshapen day, or a misfortune,
that could not be traced back to our own doings in this or in another life. If one breaks
the laws of Harmony, or, as a theosophical writer expresses it, "the laws of life," one
must be prepared to fall into the chaos one has oneself produced. For, according to
the same writer, "the only conclusion one can come to is that these laws of life are
their own avengers; and consequently that every avenging Angel is only a typified
representation of their re-action.

Therefore, if any one is helpless before these immutable laws, it is not ourselves, the
artificers of our destinies, but rather those angels, the guardians of harmony. Karma-
Nemesis is no more than the (spiritual) dynamical effect of causes produced and
forces awakened into activity by our own actions. It is a law of occult dynamics that "a
given amount of energy expended on the spiritual or astral plane is productive of far
greater results than the same amount expended on the physical objective plane of
existence. The Secret Doctrine, Volume 1, 644
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HUMAN DESTINY,
OR PERFECTION INSEPARABLE 

FROM THE PRACTICE OF UNIVERSAL ETHICS

The Ethics of Theosophy are more important than any divulgement of
psychic laws and facts. The latter relate wholly to the material and
evanescent part of the septenary man, but the Ethics sink into and take
hold of the real man – the reincarnating Ego. We are outwardly creatures
of but a day; within we are eternal.

Learn, then, well the doctrines of Karma and Reincarnation, and teach,
practise, promulgate that system of life and thought which alone can save
the coming races. Do not work merely for the Theosophical Society, but
through it for Humanity.

H. P. Blavatsky “Five Messages to the American Theosophists,” Letter no. 3, 1890
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