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of Mystical Symbolism 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The Hierophants and Initiates of the Mysteries in the Secret Schools in which all the Sciences inaccessible 

and useless to the masses of the profane were taught, had one universal, Esoteric tongue – the language of 

symbolism and allegory. This language has suffered neither modification nor amplification from those 

remote times down to this day. It still exists and is still taught.” 
 

H. P. Blavatsky, “The Negators of Science” 

 

Saturday 5th June 2021 

3  pm   Introduction 
 

3.05    First Talk      The Point in the Circle and the Tetraktys 
 

       Second Talk      The Cross, the Tau, and the Ankh   
 

3.50    Group study of the handout with Q&A    
 

4.55    20 minute break 
 

5.15    Third Talk      The Number Seven 

5.40    Group study of the handout with Q&A 

6.10    Closing words, concludes at 6.15 pm 
 

 
 

A seminar at the United Lodge of Theosophists, London, UK 
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First Talk 
 

The Point in the Circle and The Tetraktys 

 

QUOTES FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

On the first page [i.e. of an archaic manuscript] is an immaculate white disk within a dull black ground. On the 

following page, the same disk, but with a central point. The first, the student knows to represent Kosmos in 

Eternity, before the re-awakening of still slumbering Energy, the emanation of the Word in later systems. The 

point in the hitherto immaculate Disk, Space and Eternity in Pralaya, denotes the dawn of differentiation. It is 

the Point in the Mundane Egg (see Part II., "The Mundane Egg"), the germ within the latter which will become 

the Universe, the ALL, the boundless, periodical Kosmos, this germ being latent and active, periodically and 

by turns. The one circle is divine Unity, from which all proceeds, whither all returns. Its circumference – a 

forcibly limited symbol, in view of the limitation of the human mind – indicates the abstract, ever incognisable 

PRESENCE, and its plane, the Universal Soul, although the two are one. … The first illustration being a plain 

disc ○, the second one in the Archaic symbol shows ⊙, a disc with a point in it – the first differentiation in 

the periodical manifestations of the ever-eternal nature, sexless and infinite "Aditi in THAT" (Rig Veda), the 

point in the disc, or potential Space within abstract Space.       H. P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 1, 4 

 

 

The Monad – only the emanation and reflection of the Point (Logos) in the phenomenal World – becomes, as 

the apex of the manifested equilateral triangle, the "Father." The left side or line is the Duad, the "Mother," 

regarded as the evil, counteracting principle (Plutarch, De Placitis Placitorum); the right side represents the 

Son ("his Mother's husband" in every Cosmogony, as one with the apex); at the basic line is the Universal 

plane of productive Nature, unifying on the phenomenal plane Father-Mother-Son, as these were unified in 

the apex, in the supersensuous World. By mystic transmutation they became the Quaternary – the triangle 

became the TETRAKTIS.                                                                             The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 614 



3 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This LOGOS is the apex of the Pythagorean triangle. When the triangle is complete it becomes the Tetraktis, 

or the Triangle in the Square, and is the dual symbol of the four-lettered Tetragrammaton in the manifested 

Kosmos, and of its radical triple RAY in the unmanifested, or its noumenon. 

                                                                                                                      The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 24 

The mystic system contains the  ∙  , the central point; the 3 or  △ ; the five, ⛤, and the seven or        , or 

again      
.
        ; the triangle in the square and the synthesizing point in the interlaced double triangles. This for 

the world of the archetypes. The phenomenal world receives its culmination and the reflex of all in MAN. 

Therefore he is the mystic square – in his metaphysical aspect – the Tetraktis; and becomes the Cube on the  
 

creative plain. His symbol is the cube unfolded and 6 becoming 7, or the          , three crossways (the female)  

 

and four vertically; and this is man, the culmination of the deity on Earth, whose body is the cross of flesh, on, 

through, and in which he is ever crucifying and putting to death the divine Logos or his HIGHER SELF.                                                                                       

The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 36 

 

 

Tetraktys (Gr.) or the Tetrad. The sacred “Four” by which the Pythagoreans swore, this being their most 

binding oath. It has a very mystic and varied signification, being the same as the Tetragrammaton. First of all 

it is Unity, or the “ One” under four different aspects; then it is the fundamental number Four, the Tetrad 

containing the Decad, or Ten, the number of perfection; finally it signifies the primeval Triad (or Triangle) 

merged in the divine Monad … He [i.e. Isaac Myer] also shows that “the sacred Tetrad of the Pythagoreans appears 

to have been known to the ancient Chinese.” As explained in Isis Unveiled (I, xvi.): The mystic Decad, the 

resultant of the Tetraktys, or the 1+2+3+4=10, is a way of expressing this idea. The One is the impersonal 

principle ‘God’; the Two, matter; the Three, combining Monad and Duad and partaking of the nature of both, 

is the phenomenal world; the Tetrad, or form of perfection, expresses the emptiness of all; and the Decad, or 

sum of all, involves the entire Kosmos.                                                     HPB, The Theosophical Glossary, p. 326 

 

 

Chaos-Theos-Kosmos are but the three aspects of their synthesis – SPACE. One can never hope to solve the 

mystery of this Tetraktis by holding to the dead-letter even of the old philosophies, as now extant. But, even 

in these CHAOS-THEOS-KOSMOS = SPACE, are identified in all Eternity, as the One Unknown Space, the 

last word about which will, perhaps, never be known before our seventh Round. Nevertheless, the allegories 

and metaphysical symbols about the primeval and perfect CUBE, are remarkable even in the exoteric Purânas.                    

The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 344 
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Second Talk 
 

The Cross, The Tau, and The Ankh 
                                 
 

                                                                 QUOTES FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The knowledge and use of geometrical symbology [is] as old as the world. Starting from this, it becomes easy 

to understand how nature herself could have taught primeval mankind, even without the help of its divine 

instructors, the first principles of a numerical and geometrical symbol language. Hence one finds numbers and 

figures used as an expression and a record of thought in every archaic symbolical Scripture. … Thus the 

evolution and correlation of the mysteries of Kosmos, of its growth and development – spiritual and physical, 

abstract and concrete – were first recorded in geometrical changes of shape. Every Cosmogony began with a 

circle, a point, a triangle, and a cube, up to number 9, when it was synthesized by the first line and a circle – 

the Pythagorean mystic Decade, the sum of all, involving and expressing the mysteries of the entire Kosmos ; 

recorded a hundred times more fully in the Hindu system, for him who can understand its mystic language. … 

The 3 and the 4, the triangle and the cube, or the male and female universal glyph, showing the first aspect of 

the evolving deity, is stamped for ever in the Southern Cross in the Heavens, as in the Egyptian Crux-Ansata. 

As well expressed, “The Cube unfolded is in display a cross of the tau, or Egyptian form, or of the Christian 

cross form. . . . A circle attached to the first, gives the ansated cross. …  

The Stanzas [i.e. from the Secret Book of Dzyan] show the cross and these numbers playing a prominent part in 

archaic cosmogony. Meanwhile we may profit by the evidence collected by the same author [i.e. J. Ralston 

Skinner in “The Source of Measures: Key to The Hebrew Egyptian Mystery”] to show the identity of symbols and 

their esoteric meaning all over the globe, which he calls rightly the “primordial vestiges of these symbols.  

             The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 320-321 

 

 

 

The serpent, the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, and the Tree of Life, are all symbols transplanted from 

the soil of India. The Arasa-Maram, the banyan tree, so sacred with the Hindus (since Vishnu during one of 

his incarnations, reposed under its mighty shade and there taught human philosophy and sciences), is called 

the Tree of Knowledge and the Tree of Life. …  

 

 

So little have the first Christians (who despoiled the Jews of their Bible) understood the first four chapters of 

Genesis in their esoteric meaning, that they never perceived that not only was no sin intended in this 

disobedience, but that actually the “Serpent” was “the Lord God” himself, who, as the Ophis, the Logos, or 
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the bearer of divine creative wisdom, taught mankind to become creators in their turn. They never realised that 

the Cross was an evolution from the “tree and the serpent,” and thus became the salvation of mankind. By this 

it would become the very first fundamental symbol of Creative cause, applying to geometry, to numbers, to 

astronomy, to measure and to animal reproduction. …  

 

 

“In the Kabala it is plainly to be found that “the ‘Tree of Life’ was the ansated cross in its sexual aspect, and 

that the ‘Tree of Knowledge’ was the separation and the coming together again to fulfil the fatal condition. 

To display this in numbers the values of the letters composing the word Otz (עצ), tree, are 7 and 9, the seven 

being the holy feminine number and the nine the number of the phallic or male energy. This ansated cross is 

the symbol of the Egyptian female-male, Isis-Osiris, the germinal principle in all forms, based on the primal 

manifestation applicable in all directions and in all senses.” [from “The Source of Measures”] 

 

 

This is the Kabalistic view of the Western Occultists, and it differs from the more philosophical Eastern or 

Aryan views upon this subject. The separation of the sexes was in the programme of nature and of natural 

evolution; and the creative faculty in male and female was a gift of Divine wisdom.  

The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 215-217 

 

 

Third Talk 

                     The Number Seven 
 

QUOTES FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION  

 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The T, or T (tau), formed from the figure 7, and the Greek letter Γ (gamma), was the symbol of life, and of 

life eternal: of earthly life, because Γ (gamma) is the symbol of the Earth (gaia); and of “life eternal,” because 

the figure 7 is the symbol of the same life linked with divine life.               The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 590-591 

Being under the rule of seven sacred planets, the doctrine of the Spheres shows, from Lemuria to Pythagoras, the 

seven powers of terrestrial and sublunary nature, as well as the seven great Forces of the Universe, proceeding and 

evolving in seven tones, which are the seven notes of the musical scale.                   The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 602 

We have to go to the very source of historical information, if we would bring our best evidence to testify to 

the facts enunciated. For, though entirely allegorical, the Rig-Vedic hymns are none the less suggestive. The 

seven rays of Surya (the Sun) are made therein parallel to the Seven Worlds (of every planetary chain), to the 

seven rivers of heaven and earth, the former being the seven creative Hosts, and the latter the Seven men, or 

primitive human groups. The Seven ancient Rishis – the progenitors of all that lives and breathes on earth – 

are the seven friends of Agni, his seven “horses,” or seven “HEADS.” … the Rig Veda, the oldest of all the 

known ancient records, may be shown to corroborate the occult teachings in almost every respect. Its hymns – 

+ = 
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the records written by the earliest Initiates of the Fifth (our race) concerning the primordial teachings – speak 

of the Seven Races (two still to come) allegorising them by the “seven streams” (I, 35, 8); … 

The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 605, 606 

Now add to this the following verse from the Esoteric volumes: – “Space and Time are one. Space and Time 

are nameless, for they are the incognizable THAT, which can be sensed only through its seven rays – which are 

the Seven Creations, the Seven Worlds, the Seven Laws,” etc., etc., etc. …”           The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 612 

These sacred numbers (3, 4, 7) are the sacred numbers of Light, Life, and Union – especially in this present 

manvantara, our Life-cycle; of which number seven is the special representative, or the Factor number. … it 

is, as taught in the Secret Doctrine of the oldest schools, the perfect and sacred number of this Maha-

Manvantara of ours. The septenary, or heptad, was sacred indeed to several gods and goddesses; to Mars, with 

his seven attendants, to Osiris, whose body was divided into seven and twice seven parts; to Apollo (the Sun), 

between his seven planets, and playing the hymn to the seven-rayed on his seven-stringed harp; to Minerva, 

the fatherless and motherless, and others. Cis-Himalayan Occultism with its sevening, and because of such 

sevening, must be regarded as the most ancient, the original of all.        The Secret Doctrine, Vol. 2, p. 590, 602 

At last man is put upon the scene a sevenfold being just as the universe and earth itself are sevenfold. Each of 

his seven principles is derived from one of the great first seven divisions, and each relates to a planet or scene 

of evolution, and to a race in which that evolution was carried out. So the first sevenfold differentiation is 

important to be borne in mind, since it is the basis of all that follows. Just as the universal evolution is septenary, 

so the evolution of humanity, sevenfold in its constitution, is carried on upon a septenary Earth. 
William Q. Judge, The Ocean of Theosophy, p. 21-22 

~ 

THE MYSTERIOUS POWER OF 
OCCULT SYMBOLISM 

From “The Secret Doctrine” Vol. 1, p. 272-273 

The Secret Doctrine is the accumulated Wisdom of the 

Ages, and its cosmogony alone is the most stupendous and 

elaborate system: e.g., even in the exotericism of the 

Puranas. But such is the mysterious power of Occult 

symbolism, that the facts which have actually occupied 

countless generations of initiated seers and prophets to 

marshal, to set down and explain, in the bewildering series 

of evolutionary progress, are all recorded on a few pages of geometrical signs and glyphs. The flashing gaze 

of those seers has penetrated into the very kernel of matter, and recorded the soul of things there, where an 

ordinary profane, however learned, would have perceived but the external work of form. But modern science 

believes not in the “soul of things,” and hence will reject the whole system of ancient cosmogony. It is useless 

to say that the system in question is no fancy of one or several isolated individuals. That it is the uninterrupted 

record covering thousands of generations of Seers whose respective experiences were made to test and to verify 

the traditions passed orally by one early race to another, of the teachings of higher and exalted beings, who 

watched over the childhood of Humanity. That for long ages, the “Wise Men” of the Fifth Race, of the stock 

saved and rescued from the last cataclysm and shifting of continents, had passed their lives in learning, not 

teaching. How did they do so? It is answered: by checking, testing, and verifying in every department of nature 

the traditions of old by the independent visions of great adepts; i.e., men who have developed and perfected 

their physical, mental, psychic, and spiritual organisations to the utmost possible degree. No vision of one 

adept was accepted till it was checked and confirmed by the visions – so obtained as to stand as independent 

evidence – of other adepts, and by centuries of experiences. 
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