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Meeting March 28, 1889            pgs.353-356 in The Dialogues 
 
Mr. A. Keightley: In what sense is electricity atomic? 
  

Mme. Blavatsky: Electricity as an effect at work must certainly be atomic. Nothing that exhibits energy is 
non-atomic, or can be. Atoms confined to our world system are not what they are in space, or 
mathematical points. These latter are certainly metaphysical abstractions, and can only be considered in 
such terms; but what we know as atoms on this plane are gradations of substance, very attenuated. This 
will be easily understood by those that think over the occult axiom which tells us that spirit is matter, and 
matter spirit, and both one. Those who study esoteric philosophy will understand this better than those 
who do not.  Now spirit does not become suddenly a lump of matter, any more than vapor becomes 
suddenly a lump of ice. To use again an illustration: the clairvoyant who can distinguish always, will see 
an occult atomic effect in any energetic, intense feeling in man or animal—such, for instance, as anger, 
fear, joy, etc. But these things are non-atomic to our sensuous perception. And if they are not such, how 
can science explain, for instance, the effects produced on persons and animals by patients in there (their) 

neighborhood? If, for instance, anger, love, joy or anything, any passion expresses in the most intense 
way, if that were not atomic, how is it that it produces effects not only on men, but in animals? How is it 
that the man who is very reserved and won’t show his anger, and will be perfectly calm in his bearing and 
his features, won’t show his passion or anything, yet you feel that this man is terribly hurt, and that he is 
angry or that he is rejoiced? Don’t you feel it, is it though (through) your eyes you see it; and how is it 
sometimes anger affects a person in the most terrible way, though it is not even directed against that 
person? This may seem a foolish question; but I ask you how can anything be felt without it being an 
energy—atomic—I mean atomic in the occult sense, not in your sense of being molecular? 
  

Mr. Kingsland: As I understand you, then, you say it is atomic as soon as a primordial substance begins to 
differentiate. Then you call it atomic. 
  

Mme. Blavatsky: No, I called it atomic, perhaps before, because what I call atoms are the whole on the 
unmanifested plane. It would be mathematical points as soon as it is on the manifested plane. You cannot 
call it atoms; you call it world stuff, or anything you like. You have a definite idea of the word molecules, 
and therefore I cannot use that word. 
  

Mr. B. Keightley: Material particles, you might say. 
  

Mme. Blavatsky: Let it be material particles—the infinitesimal, but they have size. 
  

Mr. Kingsland: We have got altogether out of the metaphysical conception. 
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Mme. Blavatsky: I don’t want to do that, because on the physical plane your men of science are a great 
deal wiser than our metaphysical teachers, assuredly. They know all on the external plane. Now, whether 
they know as well that which underlies, I don’t. 
 

Mr. B. Keightley: Now, on that analogy of anger, you call it atomic; it is more of a vibration? 
 

Mme. Blavatsky: Vibration of what? What is that which vibrates spirit? 
  

Mr. B. Keightley:  That is what I want to get at. 
  

Mme. Blavatsky: Nothingness vibrates. If there is something to vibrate, it is something. 
  

Mr. Kingsland: And that must be atomic. 
  

Mme. Blavatsky: Most assuredly. Now listen to the end. Another illustration. How would science have 
explained twenty years ago the contagion of disease? Now they have found out bacteria and bacilli, one 
of the most attenuated forms of matter, but atomic still. In another twenty years, perhaps they will 
discover the contagion of mental passions. Some people call it magnetism, a mesmeric power. Speaking 
of a lecturer, they say he electrifies his audience; we say that this electrification is purely atomic. The 
clairvoyant whose senses are opened in advance to the physiological, psychic condition of his age will 
perceive the stream of atoms proceeding from the lecturer to the audience, which will be colored in 
various hues, according to his inner condition, and assuming different hues as it comes in contact with the 
various individuals in the audience, according to inner conditions and temperament. Do you see? Now, 
you will see a preacher who will be preaching most intensely about something; he will be preaching 
something, and he will be electrifying. They say Spurgeon produces a most extraordinary effect upon his 
hears (hearers). Now, take the Salvation Army. Once that there are hundreds of thousands of them who will 
begin dancing and emanating all kinds of emotionalisms and everything, do you suppose it is not atomic? 
It sets the people crazy, it is infectious, it psychologizes them, it makes them lose all power over 
themselves, and they are obliged to think as General Booth,2 once that they become perfectly under the 
influence. And they will give money, and believe in Jesus, or anything you like. If General Booth went and 
preached instead of Jesus, H.P. Blavatsky once, everyone would believe in me, everyone would be a 
Blavatskyite. I can assure you he has the power, it is simply because it is a magnetic power. I wish I were 
friends with him. It is a good idea of making him preach me, and they would all come and believe in me. 
  

Mr. Kingsland: Somebody must volunteer to become a General Booth. 
  

Mr.—:  Then you hold that this atomic energy that emanates from the preacher has the same power upon 
all persons he addresses. 
  

Mme. Blavatsky: Oh no, there is a great difference, some won’t be affected at all. Now, some of us will go 
there and laugh. He could not affect us, because we have not got the temperament of others to be 
affected by his preaching. Those it would affect in an extraordinary way, and especially sensitive people. 
  

Mr. Kingsland: And then, they in their turns psychologize the others. 
  

Mme. Blavatsky: It is an immense inter-psychology all around.         

 
 

End of selection: we will now take up references to electricity, atoms and magnetism from the index at the rear of the SD. 

 
2 William Booth, English Methodist preacher, 1829-1912, who founded the Salvation Army in 1865 and became its first “General.” 


