
The Secret Doctrine Class 

review of Electricity & Magnetism cont’d 

Wednesday 18th August 2021 at 7 pm  

 

We will take up the SD Dialogues from where we left off on Weds 4th August: 

p 356 Mr. B. Keightley "You get a very good analogy..." to  

p 360 "... the negative and the positive.." 

PDF in online Library: https://www.theosophy-ult.org.uk/book-review/the-secret-doctrine-dialogues 

 

Then a selection from HPB "Hypnotism, and its Relations to Other Modes of Fascination"  

This gives essential knowledge to guide and inform how magnetic forces can be understood, it warns 

against their misuse and shows how it can be applied intelligently. 

 

Q. Is there any difference between hypnosis produced by mechanical means, such as revolving mirrors, 

and that produced by the direct gaze of the operator (fascination)?  

ANS (HPB). This difference is, we believe, already pointed out in the answer to Question 1. The gaze of 

the operator is more potent, hence more dangerous, than the simple mechanical passes of the 

Hypnotizer, who, in nine cases out of ten, does not know how, and therefore cannot will. The students 

of Esoteric Science must be aware by the very laws of the occult correspondences that the former action 

[passes?] is performed on the first plane of matter (the lowest), while the latter [gaze], which necessitates 

a well-concentrated will, has to be enacted, if the operator is a profane novice, on the fourth [kama], and 

if he is anything of an occultist on the fifth plane [Manas]. 

Q. Why should a bit of crystal or a bright button, throw one person into the hypnotic state and affect in 

no way another person? An answer to this would, we think, solve more than one perplexity.  

ANS. Science has offered several varied hypotheses upon the subject, but has not, so far, accepted any 

one of these as definite. This is because all such speculations revolve in the vicious circle of materio-

physical phenomena with their blind forces and mechanical theories. The “auric fluid” is not recognized 

by the men of Science, and therefore, they reject it. But have they not believed for years in the efficacy 

of metallotherapeuty, the influence of these metals being due to the action of their electric fluids or 

currents on the nervous system? And this, simply because an analogy was found to exist between the 

activity of this system and electricity. The theory failed, because it clashed with the most careful 

observation and experiments. First of all, it was contradicted by a fundamental fact exhibited in the said 

metallotherapeuty, whose characteristic peculiarity showed (a) that by no means every metal acted on 

every nervous disease, one patient being sensitive to some one metal, while all others produced no 

effect upon him; and (b) that the patients affected by certain metals were few and exceptional. […] The 

above had to be explained, in order to show that the nature of the Force transmitted from one man or 
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object to another man or object, whether in hypnotism, electricity, metallotherapeuty or “fascination,” 

is the same in essence, varying only in degree, and modified according to the sub-plane of matter it is 

acting on; of which subplanes, as every Occultist knows, there are seven on our terrestrial plane as there 

are on every other formed into atomic energy, to which every other phenomenon in nature is also due. 

Indeed, when the needle of a galvano- or electrometer fails to show any oscillations denoting the 

presence of electric or magnetic fluids, this does not prove in the least that there are none such to 

record; but simply that having passed on to another and higher plane of action, the electrometer can no 

longer be affected by the energy displayed on a plane with which it is entirely disconnected.  

      The above had to be explained, in order to show that the nature of the Force transmitted from one 

man or object to another man or object, whether in hypnotism, electricity, metallotherapeuty or 

“fascination,” is the same in essence, varying only in degree, and modified according to the sub-plane of 

matter it is acting on; of which subplanes, as every Occultist knows, there are seven on our terrestrial 

plane as there are on every other. 

[…] 

Q. Do the motive and character of the operator affect the result, immediate or remote? 

ANS . In so far as the hypnotizing process becomes under his operation either white or black magic, as 

the last answer shows. 

Q. Is it wise to hypnotize a patient not only out of disease, but out of a habit, such as drinking or lying? 

ANS . It is an act of charity and kindness, and this is next to wisdom. For, although the dropping of his 

vicious habits will add nothing to his good Karma (which it would, had his efforts to reform been 

personal, of his own free will, and necessitating a great mental and physical struggle), still a successful 

“suggestion” prevents him from generating more bad Karma, and adding constantly to the previous 

record of his transgressions. 

Q. What is it that a faith-healer, when successful, practises upon himself; what tricks is he playing with 

his principles and with his Karma? 

ANS. Imagination is a potent help in every event of our lives. Imagination acts on Faith, and both are the 

draughtsmen who prepare the sketches for Will to engrave, more or less deeply, on the rocks of 

obstacles and opposition with which the path of life is strewn. Says Paracelsus: “Faith must confirm the 

imagination, for faith establishes the will. . . Determined will is the beginning of all magical operations. . . . 

It is because men do not perfectly imagine and believe the result, that the arts (of magic) are uncertain, 

while they might be perfectly certain.” This is all the secret. Half, if not two-thirds of our ailings and 

diseases are the fruit of our imagination and fears. Destroy the latter and give another bent to the 

former, and nature will do the rest. There is nothing sinful or injurious in the methods per se. They turn 

to harm only when belief in his power becomes too arrogant and marked in the faith-healer, and when 

he thinks he can will away such diseases as need, if they are not to be fatal, the immediate help of 

expert surgeons and physicians. 

—H.P.B.   Lucifer, December 1890, from HPB’s Theosophical Articles 2:479-481 and 2:484 

 

[We will take up references in the Secret Doctrine on related topics, such as 1:549-550.] 
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