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“How to Convey the Message”  

from In the Beginning by Robert Crosbie 

______ 

Initial reading from 

The BHAGAVAD GITA, Chapter IV 

DEVOTION THROUGH SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE 
______ 

KRISHNA: 
This exhaustless doctrine of Yoga I formerly taught unto Vivaswat;* Vivaswat communicated it to 
Manu╫ and Manu made it known unto Ikshwaku;‡ and being thus transmitted from one unto another it 
was studied by the Rajarshees,§ until at length in the course of time the mighty art was lost, O harasser 
of thy foes! It is even the same exhaustless, secret, eternal doctrine I have this day communicated unto 
thee because thou art my devotee and my friend." 

ARJUNA: 
Seeing that thy birth is posterior to the life of Ikshwaku, how am I to understand that thou wert in the 
beginning the teacher of this doctrine?" 

KRISHNA: 
"Both I and thou have passed through many births, O harasser of thy foes! Mine are known unto me, but 
thou knowest not of thine. 

"Even though myself unborn, of changeless essence, and the lord of all existence, yet in presiding over 
nature - which is mine - I am born but through my own maya,* the mystic power of self-ideation, the 
eternal thought in the eternal mind.╪ I produce myself among creatures, O son of Bharata, whenever 
there is a decline of virtue and an insurrection of vice and injustice in the world; and thus I incarnate 
from age to age for the preservation of the just, the destruction of the wicked, and the establishment of 
righteousness. Whoever, O Arjuna, knoweth my divine birth and actions to be even so doth not upon 
quitting his mortal frame enter into another, for he entereth into me. Many who were free from craving, 
fear, and anger, filled with my spirit, and who depended upon me, having been purified by the ascetic 
fire of knowledge, have entered into my being. In whatever way men approach me, in that way do I 
assist them; but whatever the path taken by mankind, that path is mine, O son of Pritha. Those who 
wish for success to their works in this life sacrifice to the gods; and in this world success from their 
actions soon cometh to pass. 
_____________________ 
*   Vivaswat, the sun, first manifestation of divine wisdom at the beginning of evolution. 
╫  Manu, generic title for the reigning spirit of the sensuous universe; the present one being Vaivashwata Manu. 
‡   Ikshwaku, the founder of the Indian solar dynasty. 
§   Rajarshees, Royal Sages. 
*   Maya, Illusion. 
╪  See also the Varaha Upanishad of Krishna-Yajur Veda, viz; "The whole of the universe is evolved through Sankalpa [thought  
     or ideation] alone; it is only through Sankalpa that the universe retains its appearance."  



p 2 of 4 

                                                            How to Convey the Message  

                                                                 THE FRIENDLY PHILOSOPHER                                                    378 

                                                                           IN THE BEGINNING  

Letter Seven  

      What we need to be on our guard against in working theosophically, is not our mistakes—but our 

avoidable mistakes. It is a mistake to allow the impression to grow in anyone’s mind that he is of 

importance to Theosophy. Theosophy was restored to the world for the sake of those who are looking 

for light, not for those who are satisfied with things as they are and life as they find it. So, to try to 

interest special persons is not worth the effort expended. The very effort made prevents by arousing 

either opposition or erroneous notions. To let as many as possible know about Theosophy, but to seek 

out no one in particular, is the wiser course.  

      The Karma of many is such as to leave no mental or physical doors open directly, yet even they may 

be reached indirectly through the efforts of others in affinity with them, who may take hold and find the 

way. What we should do is rather to convey the information that the opportunity to understand and 

apply Theosophy comes under Karma to the very few, not because it is withheld from anyone, but 

because their prevailing tendencies are not of a nature to leave the mind open to the consideration of 

new truths, or to enable them to take advantage of the ways and means afforded. This comes from 

neglect or misuse of opportunities in former lives, in many cases. Especially is this true in this age when 

so much of the ancient Wisdom is once more made available to all who will. All get this chance, some 

more favorably than others. It is the height of unwisdom to neglect the opportunity again, most 

especially in those cases where it is brought home to them without effort. In our daily lives we mingle 

with people as they are. This enables us to show human sympathy with their life, to understand their 

conditions, without getting involved in either, while in indefinable ways giving the impression of the 

serious side of life and the necessity of real knowledge as to its meaning.                                              [379] 

       It is both wise and necessary to have a good comprehension of ways and means, of the processes of 

dealing with others’ minds, not merely for the sake of doing or being good,” but that they and we may 

learn the rules of Soul-warfare, the duties, individual and collective, of the incarnated Ego, the 

“Warrior.” We are Karma, for we are the cause of all we do. Our trouble is that we do not realize the 

extent to which the causes go which we set in motion, either for good or evil. Hence the necessity for 

knowing our pedigree, spiritual, intellectual, and physical. Our heredity is our own, the present effects of 

causes set going by us in the long past.  

      Although all that we can say is but a re-statement, there is a different light cast sometimes by a word 

or an application, which will be helpful and useful to some. The two things that hinder effectiveness are 

our own failure to give as good an impression as might be, and the failure of the listener to appreciate 

the meaning of what is said. Most minds cannot look beyond the person, with his faults and limitations, 

beyond the giver to the gift itself and all that it implies, and so, expect too much of the personality in 

that it does not fully embody what is handed on.  

       This will be true of the “U.L.T.,” as of the workers who make up its life, for the course of “U.L.T.” will 

be what its Associates make it—no more, no less. Its “basis for union” is purposely left undefined from 

the exoteric, the personal, point of view, in order to make more prominent the true and lasting basis for 
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unity among all who call themselves Theosophists. A central office or bureau of registry will serve to 

keep a record of all Associates, and to receive and give out information and help to all Lodges and 

individual inquirers interested in any way in Theosophy and the Theosophical Movement, quite 

regardless of whether they are affiliated with our Association or not.  

       This means of Theosophical inter-communication will be of great importance, but every care must 

be taken to keep it impersonal, non-partisan, non-proselyting, while at the same time a dependable 

source of information on Theosophical history as well as philosophy. It must be so conducted that it will 

never drift into any kind of a controlling force. This can always be obviated and guarded against by 

continual reiteration and application of the principle of union, that “mental control” of any kind is 

contrary to the letter and the spirit of our Declaration, and that, while Lodges and individuals may seek 

information, advice and suggestion, they are not in any way bound in so doing. 

       Those who are true to this principle will always remain in union, even on an agreement to differ, if 

the older students take that position and set the example themselves. It should never at any time, nor 

should any of our policies and practices, degenerate into hard and fast conclusions as to men, things, or 

methods of work. If we stand true and steadfast as to our aim, purpose and teaching, we will afford such 

aid and guidance as is in our power to all who may inquire, and all necessary arrangements will shape 

themselves. We have but to keep continually in mind and heart the original lines laid by H.P.B. and 

W.Q.J., namely UNITY first, as a focus for spiritual growth and mutual strength; STUDY, that a knowledge 

of the Movement, its purpose, its Teachers and its Message, may be had; WORK, upon ourselves in the 

light of that study, and for others first, last, and all the time.  

      All that any of us can give is Theosophy. We did not invent it. It was given to us; we stand in line and 

pass it along, as people used to do at fires in passing the buckets of water. People are grateful to the one 

who passes the “water of life” along to them, but the “passer” knows where gratitude belongs, and says: 

“don’t thank me; thank Theosophy—as I do. It enables me to help others; it will also enable you.” Thus 

he helps them and helps himself to get rid of the personal idea. The fight against the “personal idea” is a 

long one and a strong one. It has to be guarded against that it does not take to itself what it has no claim 

to. What others think we are serves as an object lesson for them, but our ideal is beyond all personality 

and personalities. It does not matter what people think of “us,” as long as they come and get Theosophy 

straight. There should be more and more come in closer, for the sake of Theosophy— new units in the 

body of Workers.  

     The Messengers have left all that is necessary—for us and for others—in the way of direction; it is for 

us and for them to apply the right things at the right times and in the right way. Some may think this 

discouraging; so, many are looking for “orders and instructions” from Masters in ways and means. This 

would not do any good, even if it were possible, for if directed in everything, how could we grow in 

discrimination, judgment and power? We would be but automata, and would never fill the necessary 

place. No doubt They help all sincere men by adjustment rather than direction; so we should not look 

for the latter, but using our own best Theosophical judgment move forward, feeling sure that if our 

understanding of the nature of the task is good, and our motive pure, the right way will appear to us. 

This will be guidance of the right sort— one that leads to growth. In the meantime we live and learn, 

and should not forget that They and we are working in the present for the future, and for the same 

great end. It is a “bumpy” road that we are traveling—because the Karma of our race has constructed 

that kind of a road; there is no other way to get help to the race but by traveling it as best we can.  
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        Masters do not direct; They adjust. There have been and there are those who think and say, in 

effect: “the Master will do everything.” All such are bound to go wrong, by not considering what is the 

right thing and the right way, by not using all the powers they have to determine the right procedure 

and conduct. We trust to the great Lodge and to the Law, but use the powers we have to the best of our 

ability: what we cannot do, we know They will do when necessary. We have to present this idea for the 

better guidance of all. 

—ROBERT CROSBIE 


