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A SELECTION OF QUOTATIONS 

“They are communicated with, and commanded by, the vibrations of sounds and colours, but such knowledge and 

details are kept secret amongst the Initiates and Adepts, for the sake of mankind’s own safety.” (SD Vol. 1, p. 514) 

“As man is composed of all the Great Elements: Fire, Air, Water, Earth and Ether – the ELEMENTALS which belong 

respectively to these Elements feel attracted to man by reason of their co-essence. That element which predominates 

in a certain constitution will be the ruling element throughout life. For instance, if man has a preponderance of the 

Earthy, gnomic element, the gnomes will lead him towards assimilating metals – money and wealth, and so on.” (SD 

Vol. 1, p. 294) 

“They will all enter the Human Kingdom, albeit at some very distant point in evolution.” (SD Vol. 1, p. 277) 

“They are what inform the phenomenal elements but the actual Elements themselves are something noumenal and 

unseen.” (SD Vol. 1, p. 461) 

“There is not a single thing going on about us, no matter what, the elementals are not concerned in, because they 

constitute a necessary part of nature, just as important as the nerve currents in your body.” (Conversations on 

Occultism with HPB – About Elementals; page 420, Theosophical Articles – WQJ vol 1) 

“ORDER OF THE ELEMENTS ESOTERICALLY is, Fire, air, water, earth. Counting up from the earth, the order for 

the elementals, or the nature spirits in the elements, is: earth elementals, water elementals, air elementals, fire 

elementals. And it has always been said that those of the fire are the wisest and most distant so far as cognition of or 

by us is concerned, that the airy ones are also wise, and those of the water dangerous. Those of the earth have been 

described by seers in the form of gnomes sometimes seen by clairvoyant miners in the depths under us, and of this 

class also are those that have given rise to the superstition among the Irish respecting the fairies.” (Hints in the Secret 

Doctrine - pages 617-18, Theosophical Articles – WQJ vol 1) 

“Existing in the sphere of kama loka, as, indeed, also in all parts of the globe and the solar system, are the elementals 

or nature forces. They are innumerable, and their divisions are almost infinite, as they are, in a sense, the nerves of 

nature. Each class has its own work just as has every natural element or thing. As fire burns and as water runs down 

and not up under their general law, so the elementals act under law…” (The Ocean of Theosophy - page 104) 

“He should know that that astral light exists in all places and interpenetrates everything, and is not simply in the free 

air alone. Further should he know that to be able to see as he sees in the light is not all of the seeing thus. That is, there 

are many sorts of such sight, e.g., he may see now certain airy shapes and yet not see many others which at the same 

time are as really present there as those he now sees. So it would seem that there are “layers” or differences of states 

in the astral light. Another way to state it is that elementals are constantly moving in the astral light—that is, 

everywhere. They, so to say, show pictures to him who looks, and the pictures they show will depend in great part 

upon the seer’s thoughts, motives and development. These differences are very numerous. It therefore follows that in 

this study pride must be eliminated. That pride has disappeared from ordinary life does not prove that it has done any 

more than retreat a little further within. So one must be careful of becoming even inwardly vain of being able to see 

any such things; for, if that happens, it will follow that the one limited plane in which one may be a seer will be 

accepted as the whole.  

“That, then, will be falsity. But if recognized as delusive, because partial, then it remains true—so far as it goes. All 

true things must be total, and all totalities exist at once, each in all, while these partial forms exist partially in those 

that are total. So it follows that only those that are total reveal entire truth, and those that partake of lower nature—or 

are partial— receive but a limited view of truth. The elementals are partial forms, while the man’s individual soul is 

total, and according to the power and purity of that form which it inhabits, “waits upon the Gods.” Now our bodies, 

and all “false I” powers up to the individual soul, are “partial forms,” in common 2 with the energic centres in astral 

light. So it must follow that, no matter how much we and they participate in each other, the resulting view of the one 

Truth is partial in its nature because the two partial forms mingling together do not produce totality. But it intoxicates. 

And herein lies the danger of….participation with these partial beings by means of sensual excesses glorified with a 

name and gilded with the pretence of a high purpose—viz., knowledge: KNOWLEDGE MUST BE CAREFULLY 

OBTAINED WITH A PURE MOTIVE.”  (William Q. Judge’s “Letters That Have Helped Me” p. 79) 


